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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Varanasi district, having an area of 1578 sq.km., lies in Uttar Pradesh with 

Varanasi city as the district headquarters. It is bounded by Jaunpur Distt. in north 

and north-west, by Mirzapur and Sant Ravidas Nagar Distt.s in south and south-

west and by Chandauli and Ghazipur Distt.s in the east. This irregular shaped Distt. 

has more or less plain topography with mainly alluvial strata. The most prominent 

physical feature of the entire Distt. is River Ganga whose curving course dominates 

the landscape. The Distt. headquarters lie in the Varanasi city (popularly known as 

ôKashiõ or ôBanarasõ by the locals).  

1.2 Varanasi is one of the oldest cities in India and the holiest among seven sacred sites 

in Hinduism and Jainism. Situated on the banks of River Ganga with more than 

three thousand years of history and civilization, Varanasi has often been variously 

described as ôThe religious capital of Indiaõ, ôThe holy city of Indiaõ, ôThe city of 

Templesõ, ôThe city of Learningõ and ôThe cultural capital of Indiaõ 

(www.dsource.in). Sandwiched between the river Varuna in north and river Assi in 

the south, this city attained its modern name ð Varanasi (Singh, 2018). Most Hindus 

in India believe that by dying here and getting cremated on the banks of the Holy 

River Ganges will help them break the chain of rebirth and attain salvation, thereby 

making it a major centre for pilgrimage (Saluja, 2019). The most characteristic 

feature of Varanasi is its many Ghats (embankments made in steps of stone slabs 

along the river bank) which are renowned worldwide and are a major reason for 

tourist influx. There are about 87 different Ghats in Varanasi among which Assi 

Ghat, Tulasidas Ghat, Dashashwamedh Ghat, Manikarnika Ghat, Harishchandra 

Ghat and Kabir Ghat are some of the prominent ones.  

1.3 The Rajghat plateau in Varanasi, situated close to the confluence of Varuna and 

Ganga rivers, is the highest point in the city with the elevation of 83 m above mean 

sea level [mamsl]. The excavations in this region, coupled with ancient literature, 

provide ample evidence that Varanasi was once an inland port. This area, being 

closer to the confluence, was important in terms of deep-water availability 

throughout the year, facilitating ease of accessibility and transportation. It is also 

believed that the oldest core of Banaras was definitely in the northern part, which 

was mostly occupied by small villages, with an elongated projection along the 

Ganga to a little north of Raj Ghat, and expanded up to the Gomti-Ganga rivers 

confluence (village Kaithi). Most of the ancient ruins lie north of the present 

Maidagin-Kashi Railway Station Road and near the confluence of the Varuna river 

with the Ganga. [Ref. Map No. 1] 
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1.4 The entire Varanasi Distt. forms part of the Gangetic plain characterized with 

alluvial formations and plain topographic features. This region experiences 

subtropical humid climate with alternating rainy season, cold season and hot dry 

season. The Distt., in general, is more or less flat with the average elevation of land 

surface being about 85-105 mamsl. River Ganga is the most important 

characteristic feature of Varanasi Distt. along with other rivers such as Varuna, Assi 

and Gomti. Around Varanasi city, Ganga is the principal river, flowing incised into 

its narrow valley (1-2 km wide) from south to north-east direction. Ganga makes a 

prominent meander loop having a cut side towards Varanasi (Shukla & Raju, 2008). 

On the opposite side, a wide bar is developed followed by a vertical cliff along the 

valley margin on which Ramnagar town is located. Here, the Ganga has two 

tributaries ð Assi Nadi on the southern flank and Varuna river on the north-eastern 

side of the city. Both the rivers are presently incised cutting into older alluvium 

called Bangar (Shukla, 2013). (ref. Map 1) 

 
Image 1 : Dashashwamedh Ghat In Varanasi
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2.0 GANGA RIVER IN VARANASI 

2.1 River Ganga forms the Eastern and South-Eastern boundary of Varanasi and 

Chandauli Distt.s. The River meets the Distt. at Betwar village, in the extreme south 

of Varanasi. Here, the River is joined by a stream called Subba/Subbha Nala. 

Flowing northwards, the River provides water to Varanasi city and is joined by a 

stream called Assi Nadi (now Assi Nala) at Assi Ghat from left bank and Ghurha 

Nadi from right bank in Ramnagar (ref. Map 1) 

2.2 The River Ganga makes its first curve between Subba Nala in Betwar and Ghurha 

Nadi in Ramnagar. Downstream of Ramnagar the River makes another curve and 

bends towards Varanasi City. In doing so, the River makes a semi-circular river 

course commonly referred as, òa moon over the head of Lord Shivaó.  

2.3 Varuna River, a major tributary of Ganga, joins the Ganga at Rajghat which is 7.5 

km north of Assi Nadi. North of the villages Tantepur and Sehbar, the River forms a 

large riverine island which goes upto village Chhitauni and Gangapur. Between 

these villages the River forms two braided channels - the channel flowing through 

the west of riverine Island is named as Sota Nadi while the channel in the east is 

called as Ganga. Sota Nadi usually dries up in pre-monsoon season (ref. Map 1). 

2.4 Near village Misirpura and Sarsaul the River turns sharply west upto Kaithi village 

and is joined by the tributary named Gomti. The Gomti-Ganga confluence, 

popularly called Sangam is one of the important pilgrim hotspots in the region. 

Ecologically, the Sangam area provides one of the important habitats to the national 

aquatic animal, the Gangetic Dolphin (Platanista gangetica).  

 
Image 2 : Ganga River As Viewed From  Malviya Bridge (Dufferin Bridge), Rajghat 
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Image 3 : Ganga River Bed As Seen From Katesar Village, Varanasi Distt. 

 

3.0 METHODOLOGY FOR THE STUDY 

3.1 The length of Ganga River in Varanasi Distt. is 59 km and in order to fulfil the 

objectives a 7 km of buffer zone on both the sides of River Ganga in Varanasi Distt. 

was marked out and divided into different grids (ref. Map 1). The total area within 

the study corridor was 497.92 sq.km. which is depicted in Map 01. Based on the 

secondary information analysed and the features noted on Google Earth imagery, 

plan for the field work was constituted to cover the different elements of natural 

heritage in these grids. Special focus was laid on denoting the sites important for 

riparian biodiversity, riverine fishing, boatmaking communities, turtle sanctuary, 

River and stream confluences, important waterbodies, oxbow lakes. Furthermore, 

contacts were developed with various resource persons in the Distt. for carrying out 

interactions pertaining to above mentioned aspects.   

3.2 The field survey was carried out from July ð October, 2019 wherein different 

localities were visited for data collection as depicted in Map 1. The location co-

ordinates of all the localities were noted with the help of hand-held GPS and 

pictures of its characteristics were recorded with the help of a DSLR camera. 

Interactions were simultaneously carried out at most these locations for gathering 

information about the different cultural, social, religious and natural aspects 

pertaining to our objectives.   
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4.0 TRIBUTARIES OF RIVER GANGA 

4.1a Tributaries of River Ganga in the study area fall under catchment 2B5A. Major 

tributaries like Varuna, Gomti, Assi and Subba Nala join from left bank to the River Ganga 

while Ghurha Nadi joins from right bank to the River. The details of these Rivers are ð  

4.1 Subba Nala 

4.2 Ghurha Nadi 

4.3 Assi Nadi 

4.4 Varuna River 

4.5 Gomti River 

 

4.1 Subba Nala 

4.1.1 Subba Nala or Subbha Nala is a small tributary of River Ganga draining the south 

eastern part of Varanasi Distt. The stream originates near settlements called Khajuri 

village and Rakhaunan village and joins River Ganga near Betwar/Betawar village. 

Near village Bangalipur a canal called Adlapur Pumping Canal takes water from 

Subba Nala for irrigation. The demand from extensive agricultural activities 

between Bangalipur Village and Mahaban Village have limited the natural flow of 

the stream.  

 

 

Image 4 : Subba Nala Sighted as From Mohan Sarai ð Adalpura Road [Near Mahaban 
Village] 
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4.1.2 After Mahaban village the clustered brick kilns and Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) 

processing plant along the stream threatens the limnology, biota and morphology of 

the stream. The MSW plant located at the edge of the stream is embanking a 

channel of the stream seen in satellite image (ref. Map 2). Crossing the MSW plant 

at Karsada village, the stream outfalls into River Ganga at Betwar. 

 

Map 1 : MSW Plant At The Edge Of Subba Nala 

 

Image 5 : Subba Nala Confluence With River Ganga [Note Erosion Of Banks] 
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4.2 Ghurha Nadi 

4.2.1 Ghurha Nadi is a small stream originating near Sengra Village of Chandauli Distt. 

After Sengra village, the stream is joined by a minor canal named Rahlupur minor. 

The stream travels a distance of 7.5 km in Ramnagar area of Varanasi Distt. and 

discharges into River Ganga, adjacent to newly constructed inland port in 

Ramnagar. Currently, the stream is carrying untreated sewage flow. The upstream 

stretch of the stream is altered by the railway line and industrial setup of the region 

(ref. Map 3). 

 

Map 2 : Ghurha Nadi In Varanasi Distt. 

 

Image 6 : Ghurha Nadi Near Inland Port 
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4.3 Assi Nadi 

4.3.1 Assi River or Assi Nala is believed to have emerged from Kandwa Pokhara at 

Ghamahapur (Karmadeshwar Mahadev Temple, 25°16'5.81"N, 82°57'30.01"E) 

which is an important pilgrim site in Varanasi city. This River has a length of 7.7 

km with an approximate watershed area of 13.5 sq.km (Srivastava et. al., 2017). 

The basin of the River is identified as a third order basin with dendritic drainage 

pattern. (Srivastava et. al., 2017). 

 

4.3.2   Along the course, there are numerous industrial and domestic drains that empty into 

the River (ref. Image 10). The River, once surrounded by dense forest (based on 

local interactions), is now a threatened urban River of the Distt. The River flows 

through dense urban settlements and empties into River Ganga near Assi Ghat 

(25°16'58.86"N, 83° 0'35.32"E). 

 

4.3.3 At the confluence the gradient is steep and the water meets the Ganga through an 

open concrete cunuit to prevent soil erosion. Continuous dumping of waste and 

heavy encroachments (ref. Image 9) have reduced this River into little more than a 

drain. The River has a discharge of around 75 MLD with a BOD load of around 100 

mg/l. The River now debouches into Ganga 700m south of Assi Ghat, its final 

course having been altered to 200 m south of its original outfall and straightened. 

 

 
Image 7 : Assi Nadi And Ganga River Confluence 
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Image 8 : Encroachments And Garbage Dumping In Assi Nadi 

 

                
Image 9 : Assi Nadi From Pt. Malviya Road 
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Image 10 : Sewage Leaking From Sulabh Shauchalaya Eroding Own Foundations                         
[Note: Another Inflow At Bottom of Image] 

 

4.4 Varuna River  

4.4.1 Varuna [also called Barna] River is a tributary of River Ganga originating from Dain 

Tal [25°27ǋN, 82°18ǋE] near Mau Aima in Allahabad Distt. The River joins Ganga in 

Rajghat area of Varanasi at 25°19ǋ46ǌN 83°02ǋ40ǌE (ref. Image 11). In a total 

length of 225 km, the River is joined by two important tributaries. namely Basuhi 

and Morwa. 

4.4.2   Varuna, in its terminal reach, is entirely an urban river, skirting the northern edge 

of Varanasi urban area. A river front development has been carried out by the usual 

beautification interventions of pathways, railings, lighting and benches but the 

beautification works were inundated in the recent monsoon season. The Riverõs 

course is through agricultural countryside. 
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Image 11 : Varuna-Ganga Sangam At Rajghat, Varanasi 

 

 

Image 12 : Rich vegetation Observed Along Varuna Stream Near Rajghat 
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4.5 Gomti Nadi 

4.5.1 Gomti River originates at or near Madho-Tanda which is a densely forested area 

near Pilibhit town and drains a basin of 730 sq. km. area. It flows through 

important cities of Distt.s Pilibhit, Shahjahanpur, Sitapur, Lucknow, Barabanki, 

Sultanpur, Jaunpur and Ghazipur. The River forms the boundary of Ghazipur and 

Varanasi Distt. and finally, outfalls into River Ganga near Hatauri village of 

Ghazipur and Kaithi village of Varanasi at 25°30'26.40"N, 83°10'7.44"E. The River 

is characterized by sluggish flow throughout the year, except during the monsoon 

season. 

 

Image 13 : Ganga Gomti Sangam [Oct, 2019] 

 

Image 14 : Gomti River from NH 29 [Oct, 2019] 
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5.0 LAND USE AND LAND COVER [LULC] 

5.1 Land Use Land Cover (LULC) Map of the study corridor has been prepared from 

Landsat imagery. Using unsupervised classification system 8 classes were generated 

as Vegetation, Agriculture, Fallow land, Open/Barren, River Bed/Sand Bar, Built-up 

Land, Water Area. 

5.2 The study area constitutes 497.93 sq. km covering right bank of River Ganga, Ganga 

River bed, riverine islands and Ramnagar area of the right bank of Ganga. Based on 

the classification, following observations were drawn : 

× Agricultural land covers 39.09% of the total area.  

× Fallow land has a distribution of 20%. This includes agricultural fallow land 

and brick kiln area.   

× Vegetation cover has a distribution of 9.29% of the total area. This includes 

vegetation in urban spaces like cantonment, BHU, DLW and Krishnamurthy 

foundation. The area includes the vegetation found on the bank of River Ganga 

and at Riverine islands. 

× Open/Barren area has a distribution of 2.30% of total study area. It covers the 

abandoned construction sites, solid waste dumping sites like Ramna dumping 

site (ref. Map 05 & 06). 

× River bed/Sand bar and water area together constitutes 10.5% of the study area. 

It covers lentic and lotic water systems within the study area. 

× The built-up land is third largest class having area of 18.58%. This class has a 

major distribution in the middle stretch of the study corridor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 : Land Use And Land Cover [LULC] Along River Ganga

4628.07

19462.5

10028.79

1189.71 2245.41

9250.29

2987.91

0

5000

10000

15000

20000

25000

LULC Along Ganga River [7 Km Buffer]
(Area in Ha)



14 
 

6.0 PALEO-CHANNELS IN THE STUDY CORRIDOR 

6.1 Decline in natural flow of a River or stream decreases the sediment flushing 

ability of the Rivers. It may be a reason behind the disappearing of River 

channels in the Ganga River basin. In Distt.s like Varanasi there are other 

factors which act as a catalyst for the disappeared river channels. These factors 

are ð extensive agricultural practices, rapid urbanization, brick kilns, 

industrial activities and infrastructure projects.  

6.2 The comparative study of Survey of India (SOI) maps from 1925-1930 to SOI 

2005 and Google Imagery upto April, 2019 shows that the river channel of 

Ganga in Varanasi has remained constant [without meandering] while a few 

small streams which flowed directly into Ganga have either disappeared or are 

on the verge of disappearing.  Map 09 in the current section is also showing 

the paleo-water bodies in the study area.  

6.3 In Varanasi city, it was informed that two streams, namely Mandakini and 

Godavari, once used to flow through Varanasi city. It was informed that the 

places named as Maidagin and Godauliya are the locations of those streams 

and that these streams find mention in Kashi Khand of Askanda Purana. The 

study of SoI map series and Google imagery (in time series) and ground survey 

showed four small streams whose courses have faded or disappeared 

altogether. The details are Tabulated Below: 

Table 1 : Current/Potential Threats On Small Streams 

Name Coordinates and Settlements near Stream Current/Potential Threats 

 Nara 

 

25°16'1.92"N, 83°1'2.44"E 

Settlements ð Chittupur, Sear Goverdhan, 

Ramna 

Encroachment, Agriculture 

Solid Waste Dumping in 

Ramna, Urbanization 

Nara 25°20'4.26"N, 83°3'30.69"E 

Settlements ð Sarai Mohana, Rajapur, 

Kotwa 

Agricultural Activities 

Siltation 

Brick Kiln 

Nara 25°20'49.19"N, 83°7'39.27"E 

Settlements ð Chandpur, Hanumanpur, 

Dhanpur 

Agricultural Activities 

Siltation 

Brick Kiln 

Nara 25°22'51.40"N, 83° 9'11.36"E 

Settlements ð Jalhupur Village, Amba 

Village 

Agricultural Activities 

Siltation 

Brick Kiln 

Loss of Vegetation along stream 

 



15 
 

6.4 The newer alluvium occurs adjacent to the drainage course of the Ganga, the 

area being subjected to floods during rainy season each year, which deposit a 

mat of fresh silt, clay and loam.  

 

Map 3 : SOI (OSM), 2005 Showing Stream Bed In Ramna, Sir/Sear Goverdhan 

                                
Map 4 : Map Based On Satellite Image Of April, 2019 Showing Dry Stream Bed 

(Called Nara) In Ramna, Sir/Sear Goverdan 
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Map 5 : SOI (OSM), 2005 Toposheet Showing Stream Bed In Chandpur, Hanumanpur 
And Dhanpur Village 

 
Map 6 : Satellite Image (April, 2019) Of Dry Stream (Called Nara) In Chandpur, 

Hanumanpur And Dhanpur Village 
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7.0 FLOODPLAIN OF RIVER GANGA IN VARANASI 

7.1 The active flood plain of a river is defined as an area on either side of the River 

channel subject to flooding on a periodic basis. Maintaining the active flood 

plain of a River is critical for retaining lateral integrity and equilibrium in the 

ecosystem. The flood plain harbours rich biodiversity including riparian 

vegetation as well as many other groups of organisms which help in 

maintaining the fertility of this region. Wetting of the floodplain soil releases 

an immediate surge of nutrients - those left over from the last flood and those 

that result from the rapid decomposition of organic matter that has 

accumulated since then. Owing to their higher nutrient contents, these areas 

are often occupied by the local farmers for carrying out agriculture in the 

post-monsoon season. 

7.2 Most of the floodplain agricultural fields in the Distt. had rice and bajra as the 

major crop produce. Many respondents claimed that earlier jowar used to be 

grown in these fields but is no longer preferred as these two crops enjoy 

commercial preference. Apart from these crops, vegetables such as lauki 

(gourd), tomato, karela (bitter gourd), parval, kaddu (pumpkin) and fruits 

such as tarbooja, kharbooja and pulses such as toor daal, urad daal were also 

found to be grown in the floodplain agricultural farms of different villages. 

The use of nitrogen-based fertilizer especially urea was reported in many 

floodplain agricultural fields in the district. The details of these villages along 

with the crops grown are provided in Table 02. Some of the floodplain 

agriculture farms are depicted in Images 15 & 16. 

Table 2 : Floodplain Agricultural Produce of Different Villages in Varanasi Distt. 

Sr. No. Village Name Floodplain Produce 

1.  Amba village Rice, Bajra, Sarso, Lauki, Parval, Kharbooja 

2.  Katesar village Rice, Wheat, Bajra, Arhar, Mooli 

3.  Chhitauna village Rice, Wheat, Karela, Lauki, Mutter, Tomato 

4.  Betawar Village Rice, Bajra, Lauki, toordaal, tarbooj 
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Image 15 : Rice Fields In Chhittauna Village 

 

 
Image 16 : Bajra Fields In Katesar Village 
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7.3 Floodplain Grass 

7.3.1 The Ganga floodplain in Varanasi Distt. is an important habitat for the 

luxuriant growth of Saccharum bengalense Retz. (formerly known as 

Saccharum munja Roxb.; Family ð Poaceae). Commonly called as Munj or 

Sarkanda by the locals, this tall perennial grass species grows abundantly 

throughout the riparian areas in the Distt. (Image 17). It has successfully 

colonized alluvial sandy banks of Ganga in places not subject to water logging. 

Owing to its enormous growth potential combined with the binding capacity 

of its roots, it is very useful in checking soil erosion and stabilizing sandy soils 

(Vasudevan et al., 1984). The local communities use this grass in its dried state 

extensively for thatching the roofs of their dwellings.  

 

 
Image 17 : Thick Growth Of Floodplain Grass ð Saccharum bengalense In Amba 

Village 
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8.0      WETLANDS IN THE STUDY AREA 

8.1     Wetlands are the most productive and unique ecosystems which play a 

crucial role in maintaining many natural cycles as well as support a wide 

range of biodiversity. They have also served as important resources for many 

eco-system services such as fishing, farming, water purification, bird 

habitats. During this study, about 357 wetlands of different shapes and sizes 

were identified with the help of Google imagery (April, 2019). The details of 

these wetlands are presented in Table 03 and their locations are depicted in 

Map 10. The total area occupied by these water bodies was found to be 300 

ha of which the oxbow lake situated near Hatauri village constituted about 

14.3% of the total wetland area making it the largest wetland in the study 

region.  

 
Table 3 : List of Wetlands Recorded in the Study Area 

S. No. Site Locations Area (ha) 

Latitude  Longitude 

1 1 25°15'0.86"N 82°59'26.62"E 0.95 

2 2 25°17'25.78"N 82°59'7.99"E 1.65 

3 3 25°15'58.75"N 83° 2'10.11"E 2.73 

4 Sona Talab 25°20'48.53"N 83° 0'59.06"E 2.60 

5 Akshirsagar 25°16'49.96"N 83° 2'18.28"E 9.66 

6 6 25°16'11.68"N 83° 2'27.96"E 4.1 

7 Sagra Tal 25°16'28.62"N 83° 2'26.60"E 8.71 

8 Moti Jheel 25°18'1.95"N 82°58'40.98"E 4.71 

9 9 25°15'51.99"N 83° 2'21.50"E 1.48 

10 10 25°15'28.79"N 82°57'14.29"E 2.65 

11 11 25°16'5.98"N 82°57'25.61"E 1.48 

12 12 25°16'6.13"N 82°57'31.01"E 1.15 

13 13 25°15'52.69"N 82°57'48.71"E 0.79 

14 14 25°18'37.12"N 82°55'50.83"E 4.1 

15 Lahartara Talab 25°18'42.66"N 82°58'9.09"E 7.28 

16 16 25°18'29.39"N 82°58'18.70"E 4.40 

17 17 25°18'41.31"N 82°58'54.87"E 2.37 
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18 18 25°18'10.14"N 82°59'56.66"E 2.24 

19 19 25°18'49.82"N 82°58'33.92"E 2.68 

20 20 25°18'52.46"N 82°58'26.73"E 2.72 

21 Chancha Tal 25°21'26.79"N 82°57'32.72"E 6.74 

22 22 25°21'24.80"N 82°57'20.04"E 1.14 

23 23 25°18'2.99"N 82°59'20.22"E 1.94 

24 Pisach Mochan Tal 25°19'18.64"N 82°59'43.77"E 2.59 

25 25 25°22'53.21"N 83° 1'55.39"E 14.8 

26 26 25°21'9.81"N 82°59'23.36"E 2.85 

27 Sarang Talab 25°21'1.49"N 83° 0'24.84"E 3 

28 28 25°16'23.90"N 82°58'29.15"E 0.45 

29 29 25°16'24.27"N 82°58'26.97"E 0.96 

30 30 25°16'24.94"N 82°57'58.31"E 0.94 

31 31 25°16'19.79"N 83° 1'56.31"E 1.68 

32 32 25°17'17.46"N 82°59'29.46"E 1.35 

33 33 25°17'31.93"N 82°59'13.33"E 0.82 

34 34 25°17'29.75"N 82°59'19.05"E 0.64 

35 35 25°16'22.36"N 83° 1'37.69"E 0.86 

36 36 25°16'37.15"N 83° 2'33.43"E 1.65 

37 37 25°16'6.15"N 82°57'31.16"E 1.15 

38 38 25°16'10.71"N 82°57'35.22"E 0.70 

39 39 25°15'52.69"N 82°57'48.71"E 0.79 

40 40 25°16'24.84"N 82°57'58.29"E 0.94 

41 41 25°19'3.22"N 82°57'15.82"E 1.23 

42 42 25°18'19.64"N 82°57'56.19"E 3.69 

43 43 25°18'24.35"N 82°57'48.37"E 1.47 

44 44 25°15'26.58"N 82°57'6.19"E 2.69 

45 45 25°16'53.11"N 82°58'5.55"E 2.60 

46 46 25°16'55.00"N 82°57'55.80"E 2.93 
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47 47 25°16'13.29"N 82°58'7.14"E 1.76 

48 48 25°15'15.84"N 82°58'46.24"E 0.30 

49 49 25°15'7.40"N 82°59'57.58"E 0.43 

50 50 25°15'6.92"N 83° 0'6.39"E 0.1 

51 51 25°15'5.64"N 83° 0'11.29"E 0.41 

52 52 25°15'8.37"N 83° 0'22.07"E 0.35 

53 53 25°15'10.00"N 83° 0'30.24"E 0.81 

54 54 25°15'20.27"N 83° 0'35.44"E 1.0 

55 55 25°15'29.22"N 83° 0'33.16"E 0.59 

56 56 25°15'37.93"N 83° 0'20.63"E 0.56 

57 57 25°15'30.28"N 82°58'28.71"E 0.38 

58 58 25°15'37.48"N 82°58'52.59"E 0.1 

59 59 25°15'34.04"N 82°58'50.78"E 0.23 

60 60 25°15'32.50"N 82°58'48.54"E 0.27 

61 61 25°14'57.63"N 82°58'52.80"E 0.15 

62 62 25°14'38.79"N 82°59'6.16"E 0.61 

63 63 25°14'34.05"N 82°59'19.78"E 1.30 

64 64 25°14'52.37"N 83° 0'1.50"E 0.41 

65 65 25°14'24.92"N 82°58'12.02"E 0.13 

66 66 25°14'19.50"N 82°57'53.43"E 0.23 

67 67 25°14'19.45"N 82°57'55.07"E 0.76 

68 68 25°14'17.41"N 82°57'47.09"E 0.35 

69 69 25°14'13.92"N 82°57'51.51"E 0.1 

70 70 25°14'6.92"N 82°57'17.96"E 0.30 

71 71 25°14'0.95"N 82°57'33.65"E 0.73 

72 72 25°13'38.74"N 82°58'32.14"E 2.88 

73 73 25°13'53.91"N 82°57'20.48"E 0.37 

74 74 25°13'51.87"N 82°57'26.49"E 0.21 

75 75 25°13'23.12"N 82°58'9.76"E 1.28 
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76 76 82°58'9.76"E 82°58'23.40"E 0.48 

77 77 25°13'13.71"N 82°58'17.42"E 0.18 

78 78 25°13'6.85"N 82°58'58.97"E 0.83 

79 79 25°13'10.49"N 82°59'8.68"E 0.23 

80 80 25°13'35.83"N 82°57'50.35"E 0.76 

81 81 25°13'14.62"N 82°57'0.27"E 1.89 

82 82 25°13'11.40"N 82°56'41.30"E 1.22 

83 83 25°13'13.82"N 82°56'42.44"E 0.1 

84 84 25°12'53.39"N 82°57'26.75"E 0.15 

85 85 25°12'50.02"N 82°57'29.12"E 0.1 

86 86 25°13'48.34"N 82°54'57.84"E 1.18 

87 87 25°13'42.58"N 82°54'59.50"E 1.82 

88 88 25°13'15.78"N 82°54'17.45"E 1.49 

89 89 25°12'31.81"N 82°53'58.95"E 1.18 

90 90 25°11'49.51"N 82°50'14.48"E 2.61 

91 91 25°12'7.65"N 82°49'32.97"E 0.66 

92 92 25°12'3.76"N 82°49'31.50"E 1.27 

93 93 25°12'8.76"N 82°49'5.25"E 0.56 

94 94 25°11'55.38"N 82°48'22.98"E 0.78 

95 95 25°11'53.18"N 82°48'31.97"E 0.39 

96 96 25°12'2.67"N 82°48'38.06"E 0.44 

97 97 25°11'57.62"N 25°11'57.62"N 0.86 

98 98 25°12'1.92"N 82°48'12.57"E 0.19 

99 99 25°11'58.35"N 82°48'18.31"E 0.17 

100 100 25°29'49.23"N 83° 8'58.47"E 0.43 

101 101 25°30'0.29"N 83° 8'36.63"E 0.26 

102 102 25°28'58.28"N 83° 8'1.10"E 0.12 

103 103 25°21'53.32"N 83° 0'14.88"E 0.1 

104 Ladhu Talab 25°19'40.28"N 83° 1'0.69"E 0.47 
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105 105 25°20'4.08"N 83° 1'41.67"E 0.53 

106 106 25°19'56.50"N 83° 1'48.28"E 0.37 

107 107 25°19'53.28"N 83° 1'43.27"E 0.33 

108 Bhakra Kunda 25°20'6.07"N 83° 0'39.92"E 0.69 

109 109 25°30'5.62"N 83° 8'17.94"E 0.1 

110 110 25°28'15.10"N 83° 7'19.57"E 1.20 

111 111 25°28'17.65"N 83° 6'58.42"E 0.47 

112 112 25°27'54.46"N 83° 6'35.30"E 0.35 

113 113 25°16'25.44"N 82°56'57.99"E 0.46 

114 114 25°28'11.11"N 83° 6'27.73"E 0.28 

115 115 25°26'28.45"N 83° 6'32.17"E 0.76 

116 116 25°26'35.59"N 83° 6'37.10"E 0.1 

117 117 25°26'29.62"N 83° 6'26.29"E 0.20 

118 118 25°26'18.76"N 83° 6'21.18"E 0.11 

119 119 25°24'37.72"N 83° 7'22.96"E 0.44 

120 120 25°24'34.05"N 83° 7'16.60"E 0.15 

121 121 25°24'30.15"N 83° 7'13.37"E 0.14 

122 122 25°24'13.74"N 83° 6'49.60"E 0.42 

123 123 25°23'36.72"N 83° 6'44.76"E 0.27 

124 124 25°24'0.19"N 83° 5'22.15"E 1.42 

125 125 25°23'10.40"N 83° 5'19.76"E 0.53 

126 126 25°23'9.64"N 83° 5'42.76"E 0.28 

127 127 25°23'22.14"N 83° 6'8.18"E 0.26 

128 128 25°24'48.87"N 83° 6'12.79"E 0.48 

129 129 25°28'53.73"N 83° 5'51.10"E 0.15 

130 130 25°29'3.74"N 83° 6'47.55"E 0.12 

131 131 25°28'58.44"N 83° 7'4.06"E 0.14 

132 132 25°28'53.81"N 83° 7'6.61"E 0.1 

133 133 25°24'31.64"N 83° 5'33.63"E 0.24 
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134 134 25°24'26.52"N 83° 5'26.71"E 0.15 

135 135 25°24'24.99"N 83° 5'21.95"E 0.1 

136 136 25°22'47.81"N 83° 6'3.72"E 0.1 

137 137 25°22'33.77"N 83° 6'45.33"E 0.31 

138 138 25°23'4.52"N 83° 6'55.49"E 0.51 

139 Kaccha Baba Pond 25°23'2.20"N 83° 6'59.44"E 0.85 

140 140 25°23'14.81"N 83° 7'36.98"E 0.24 

141 141 25°23'20.35"N 83° 8'36.99"E 0.42 

142 142 25°23'39.96"N 83° 8'43.51"E 0.60 

143 143 25°23'39.69"N 83° 8'46.55"E 0.69 

144 144 25°23'44.63"N 83° 9'0.55"E 0.58 

145 145 25°24'1.04"N 83° 9'29.88"E 0.32 

146 146 25°24'26.13"N 83° 6'17.28"E 0.11 

147 147 25°22'16.49"N 83° 7'24.06"E 0.73 

148 148 25°22'32.67"N 83° 4'45.56"E 0.29 

149 149 25°22'28.38"N 83° 4'32.18"E 0.86 

150 150 25°22'31.68"N 83° 4'55.95"E 0.1 

151 151 25°22'23.17"N 83° 4'19.46"E 0.47 

152 152 25°22'28.77"N 83° 4'7.34"E 0.15 

153 153 25°22'10.51"N 83° 4'34.18"E 0.32 

154 154 25°21'17.77"N 83° 3'18.30"E 0.62 

155 155 25°21'52.54"N 83° 2'53.17"E 0.27 

156 156 25°21'55.07"N 83° 2'56.31"E 0.47 

157 157 25°21'59.46"N 83° 3'30.01"E 0.58 

158 158 25°22'3.83"N 83° 3'15.49"E 0.51 

159 159 25°22'11.42"N 83° 3'19.03"E 0.75 

160 160 25°22'5.86"N 83° 3'50.65"E 0.21 

161 161 25°21'42.39"N 83° 2'29.12"E 0.35 

162 162 25°21'37.31"N 83° 2'29.55"E 0.34 
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163 163 25°11'57.43"N 82°48'24.48"E 0.1 

164 164 25°11'56.51"N 25°11'56.51"N 0.1 

165 165 25°11'59.15"N 82°48'27.30"E 0.27 

166 166 25°21'41.71"N 82°56'18.58"E 0.46 

167 167 25°21'56.53"N 82°56'36.08"E 0.64 

168 168 25°21'42.18"N 82°57'40.76"E 0.33 

169 169 25°20'51.74"N 82°57'38.11"E 2.41 

170 170 25°20'57.59"N 82°57'17.66"E 0.42 

171 171 25°20'56.95"N 82°57'24.05"E 0.16 

172 172 25°23'2.65"N 82°57'36.63"E 0.27 

173 173 25°23'13.53"N 82°58'44.87"E 0.27 

174 174 25°23'10.17"N 82°58'45.16"E 0.11 

175 175 25°23'4.49"N 82°58'43.99"E 0.40 

176 176 25°23'9.24"N 82°59'6.81"E 0.1 

177 177 25°22'28.56"N 82°59'10.30"E 0.48 

178 178 25°22'44.05"N 82°59'20.75"E 0.42 

179 Fish Pond 25°21'34.83"N 82°58'20.79"E 0.35 

180 180 25°22'23.57"N 82°57'58.63"E 0.75 

181 181 25°21'39.87"N 82°58'20.22"E 0.18 

182 182 25°21'43.05"N 82°58'27.56"E 0.1 

183 183 25°21'40.85"N 82°58'27.95"E 0.1 

184 184 25°21'39.10"N 82°58'27.02"E 0.40 

185 185 25°21'29.01"N 82°58'28.55"E 0.26 

186 186 25°21'27.55"N 82°58'41.27"E 0.23 

187 187 25°22'33.88"N 83° 0'23.81"E 0.13 

188 Sarang Nath Kund 25°22'36.52"N 83° 1'50.98"E 0.26 

189 189 25°21'36.62"N 83° 2'46.75"E 0.19 

190 190 25°21'45.49"N 83° 2'18.50"E 0.34 

191 191 25°21'46.93"N 83° 2'27.26"E 0.15 
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192 192 25°22'9.69"N 83° 0'20.08"E 0.12 

193 193 25°22'8.45"N 83° 0'18.35"E 0.1 

194 194 25°22'49.92"N 83° 0'18.08"E 0.28 

195 195 25°22'21.15"N 82°59'50.71"E 0.50 

196 196 25°22'41.61"N 82°59'21.07"E 0.1 

197 197 25°21'23.49"N 82°58'12.81"E 0.19 

198 198 25°22'6.34"N 82°57'24.49"E 0.82 

199 199 25°22'51.58"N 82°57'20.85"E 0.25 

200 200 25°31'5.32"N 83° 6'27.29"E 0.11 

201 201 25°15'53.51"N 82°57'35.87"E 0.32 

202 202 25°15'48.09"N 82°57'36.46"E 0.25 

203 203 25°16'2.88"N 82°58'12.55"E 0.75 

204 204 25°12'23.17"N 82°48'47.10"E 0.24 

205 205 25°13'26.65"N 82°56'49.77"E 0.1 

206 206 25°13'26.65"N 82°56'49.78"E 0.1 

207 Kurukshetra Pokhra 25°17'23.29"N 83° 0'8.37"E 0.40 

208 208 25°17'20.91"N 82°59'58.77"E 0.63 

209  Pushkar Talab 25°17'9.56"N 83° 0'16.06"E 0.79 

210  Shankuldhara 

Pokhra 

25°17'49.09"N 82°59'36.07"E 0.29 

211 211 25°16'9.12"N 82°57'52.42"E 0.1 

212 212 25°21'53.36"N 83° 0'29.60"E 0.11 

213 213 25°20'21.85"N 82°57'48.62"E 0.1 

214 214 25°19'19.80"N 82°57'50.33"E 0.27 

215 215 25°18'59.23"N 82°57'43.84"E 0.34 

216 216 25°21'33.60"N 83° 1'53.09"E 0.32 

217 217 25°21'33.03"N 83° 1'55.58"E 0.1 

218 218 25°20'32.09"N 83° 1'38.14"E 0.13 

219 219 25°20'29.89"N 83° 0'58.78"E 0.0 

220 220 25°19'36.18"N 83° 0'4.36"E 0.1 
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221 221 25°19'29.71"N 83° 0'3.89"E 0.1 

222 222 25°17'20.07"N 82°58'9.45"E 0.1 

223 223 25°20'5.62"N 83° 1'47.09"E 0.86 

224 224 25°19'59.70"N 83° 1'33.70"E 0.23 

225 225 25°20'6.88"N 83° 1'20.99"E 0.56 

226 226 25°19'57.69"N 83° 1'27.28"E 0.27 

227 227 25°20'16.50"N 83° 0'53.89"E 0.66 

228 228 25°20'13.89"N 83° 0'42.32"E 0.54 

229 229 25°20'31.33"N 83° 0'7.69"E 0.25 

230 230 25°20'30.89"N 83° 0'5.09"E 0.16 

231 231 25°20'22.51"N 83° 0'2.89"E 0.1 

232 232 25°20'19.89"N 83° 0'2.24"E 0.1 

233 233 25°20'31.56"N 83° 0'38.68"E 0.21 

234 234 25°20'20.78"N 83° 0'42.03"E 0.1 

235 235 25°21'3.30"N 82°58'40.31"E 0.1 

236 236 25°21'0.75"N 82°59'4.99"E 0.55 

237 237 25°20'37.14"N 82°59'39.70"E 0.14 

238  238  25°20'38.94"N 82°59'41.20"E 0.13 

239 239 25°20'34.35"N 82°59'45.09"E 0.72 

240  Paharia Talab 25°21'19.20"N 83° 0'18.06"E 0.26 

241 241 25°20'35.20"N 83° 0'3.50"E 0.19 

242  Daulatpur Pokhra 25°21'38.06"N 82°59'48.98"E 0.25 

243 243 25°21'17.08"N 82°59'25.58"E 0.93 

244 244 25°20'12.14"N 82°59'21.38"E 1.19 

245 245 25°20'15.81"N 82°59'15.97"E 0.1 

246 246 25°20'44.30"N 83° 0'28.26"E 0.10 

247 247 25°20'45.69"N 83° 1'31.03"E 0.16 

248 248 25°20'35.40"N 83° 1'42.97"E 0.24 

249 249 25°20'52.89"N 83° 1'58.47"E 0.1 
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250 250 25°20'36.78"N 83° 2'18.67"E 0.66 

251 251 25°20'33.89"N 83° 2'17.84"E 0.58 

252 252 25°20'24.25"N 83° 2'46.10"E 0.11 

253 253 25°21'39.88"N 83° 1'45.34"E 0.66 

254 254 25°21'39.35"N 83° 1'39.26"E 0.1 

255 255 25°21'54.38"N 83° 1'29.52"E 0.1 

256 256 25°21'51.47"N 83° 1'17.38"E 0.53 

257 257 25°20'26.32"N 83° 3'11.53"E 0.30 

258 258 25°20'34.68"N 83° 3'21.53"E 0.1 

259 259 25°21'39.03"N 83° 1'52.77"E 0.17 

260 260 25°21'43.77"N 83° 1'39.34"E 0.1 

261 261 25°21'18.89"N 83° 2'13.86"E 0.58 

262 262 25°21'20.18"N 83° 2'9.92"E 0.1 

263 263 25°21'18.44"N 83° 2'18.76"E 0.13 

264 264 25°21'14.59"N 83° 1'42.89"E 0.40 

265 265 25°21'12.79"N 83° 1'42.93"E 0.39 

266 266 25°21'41.53"N 83° 1'22.69"E 0.10 

267 267 25°21'41.81"N 83° 1'19.49"E 0.1 

268 Mavaiya Pokhra 25°21'36.32"N 83° 1'6.72"E 0.42 

269 269 25°21'39.69"N 83° 1'9.57"E 0.23 

270 270 25°21'33.29"N 83° 1'15.76"E 0.12 

271 271 25°20'32.20"N 82°58'19.79"E 0.1 

272 272 25°19'9.65"N 82°59'42.12"E 0.78 

273  Pitrakunda Pokhra 25°19'1.16"N 82°59'54.84"E 0.45 

274 274 25°18'43.67"N 83° 0'8.65"E 0.56 

275   Chakra Taal 25°18'55.52"N 82°59'26.66"E 0.70 

276  Sonia Pokhra 25°18'50.26"N 82°59'30.68"E 0.30 

277 277 25°18'31.10"N 82°59'22.15"E 0.27 

278   Ram Kund 25°18'33.99"N 82°59'48.48"E 0.26 
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279   Lakshmi Kund 25°18'35.99"N 83° 0'0.15"E 0.26 

280 280 25°18'40.28"N 82°59'52.97"E 0.18 

281 281 25°20'31.84"N 83° 0'16.53"E 0.1 

282 282 25°20'16.03"N 83° 1'10.20"E 0.1 

283 283 25°20'14.83"N 83° 1'23.03"E 0.1 

284 284 25°20'11.32"N 83° 1'57.82"E 0.61 

285 285 25°20'9.62"N 83° 1'57.42"E 0.23 

286 286 25°20'17.52"N 83° 0'34.61"E 0.1 

287 287 25°20'21.84"N 83° 0'27.54"E 0.1 

288 288 25°20'15.20"N 83° 1'0.66"E 0.1 

289 Ishwargangi Pokhra 25°19'31.03"N 83° 0'30.33"E 0.46 

290 290 25°20'13.59"N 83° 1'38.19"E 0.40 

291 291 25°19'14.02"N 83° 1'16.40"E 0.24 

292 292 25°19'11.63"N 83° 0'50.93"E 0.32 

293 293 25°18'37.62"N 82°58'17.07"E 0.16 

294 294 25°18'38.11"N 82°58'21.11"E 0.45 

295 295 25°18'45.39"N 82°58'8.15"E 0.21 

296 296 25°18'52.38"N 82°58'17.92"E 0.75 

297 297 25°19'4.81"N 82°58'5.97"E 0.65 

298 298 25°18'57.63"N 82°57'48.27"E 0.11 

299 299 25°18'44.24"N 82°57'45.67"E 0.38 

300 300 25°18'43.81"N 82°57'53.54"E 0.1 

301 301 25°18'45.77"N 82°57'29.32"E 0.70 

302 302 25°18'38.30"N 82°57'20.89"E 0.27 

303 Kreem Kund 25°17'47.12"N 83° 0'11.82"E 0.18 

304 304 25°18'41.63"N 82°58'17.71"E 0.48 

305 305 25°18'2.71"N 82°58'25.54"E 0.92 

306 306 25°17'37.44"N 82°58'49.66"E 1 

307 307 25°17'44.92"N 82°58'52.31"E 0.15 
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308 308 25°17'44.92"N 82°58'52.32"E 0.1 

309 309 25°17'30.71"N 82°59'27.30"E 0.34 

310 310 25°18'2.34"N 82°58'15.24"E 0.19 

311 311 25°17'55.33"N 82°58'13.52"E 0.45 

312 312 25°18'3.87"N 82°58'2.22"E 0.45 

313 313 25°17'56.73"N 82°58'3.01"E 0.39 

314 314 25°17'54.76"N 82°59'0.33"E 0.10 

315 315 25°18'4.60"N 82°57'16.34"E 0.40 

316 316 25°17'59.81"N 82°57'12.56"E 0.43 

317 317 25°17'53.14"N 82°56'55.42"E 0.23 

318 318 25°18'23.41"N 82°57'10.40"E 0.41 

319 319 25°17'51.84"N 82°57'9.00"E 0.1 

320 320 25°17'52.35"N 82°57'11.78"E 0.11 

321 321 25°17'49.93"N 82°57'12.08"E 1.11 

322 Surya Sarovar 25°16'59.99"N 82°57'27.86"E 0.99 

323 323 25°16'47.48"N 82°58'0.08"E 0.18 

324 324 25°16'41.59"N 82°57'48.82"E 0.29 

325 325 25°16'40.35"N 82°57'40.00"E 0.17 

326 326 25°16'7.06"N 82°58'13.26"E 0.16 

327 327 25°16'34.83"N 82°56'58.05"E 0.1 

328 328 25°16'52.78"N 82°56'58.39"E 0.12 

329 329 25°16'54.87"N 82°57'6.80"E 0.34 

330 330 25°16'54.30"N 82°57'2.48"E 0.12 

331 331 25°17'12.79"N 82°56'59.11"E 0.14 

332 332 25°17'15.12"N 82°57'9.28"E 0.23 

333 333 25°17'44.32"N 82°56'53.77"E 0.30 

334 334 25°17'42.74"N 82°56'51.41"E 1.68 

335 335 25°17'41.18"N 82°56'45.94"E 0.31 

336 336 25°17'52.42"N 82°56'36.14"E 0.17 
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8.2 Among these, some selected wetlands were surveyed for their ecological 

importance and associated socio-cultural beliefs. The wetlands such as Krim 

Kund, Kachcha Baba Pokhra, Pishach Mochan and others were found to be 

having some form of sanctity associated with them. 

337 337 25°18'2.94"N 82°56'29.84"E 0.67 

338 338 25°18'19.15"N 82°56'5.59"E 0.34 

339 339 25°18'5.55"N 82°55'59.73"E 0.60 

340 340 25°18'13.78"N 82°55'45.38"E 0.34 

341 341 25°18'16.55"N 82°55'42.12"E 0.13 

342 342 25°18'15.42"N 82°55'40.10"E 0.17 

343 343 25°18'10.18"N 82°55'37.29"E 0.30 

344 344 25°18'5.89"N 82°55'38.52"E 0.1 

345 345 25°18'18.47"N 82°55'27.49"E 0.14 

346 346 25°18'41.29"N 82°55'35.57"E 0.10 

347 347 25°18'47.76"N 82°55'42.59"E 0.26 

348 348 25°18'47.49"N 82°55'50.34"E 0.28 

349 349 25°14'30.00"N 83° 2'31.79"E 0.29 

350 350 25°15'6.27"N 83° 2'32.11"E 0.82 

351 351 25°15'26.72"N 83° 3'0.79"E 2.28 

352 352 25°15'52.90"N 83° 2'24.57"E 0.17 

353 353 25°15'46.77"N 83° 2'6.63"E 0.27 

354 Pampasar Tank 25°15'57.55"N 83° 2'28.56"E 0.69 

355 355 25°16'42.16"N 83° 2'34.24"E 0.53 

356 356 25°15'53.11"N 83° 3'10.60"E 1.23 

357 357 25°31'25.93"N 83° 9'48.21"E 43.1 
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9.0      SACRED WETLANDS IN THE STUDY REGION 

9.1       Sacred Water Bodies Associated With Baba Kinaram 

9.1.1    Two sacred ponds were found to be associated with the legend of Aghor 

culture ð Baba Kinaram. One pond was situated close to the Baba Kinaram 

temple in Ramgarh while another sacred pond ð popularly known as òKrim 

Kundó was found in his ashram at Bhelupur in Varanasi city. According to 

local people and religious practitioners, Aghoracharya Baba Kinaram was 

believed to have born in the 16th century at Ramgarh village in Chandauli 

near Varanasi city. Believed to be an incarnation of Lord Shiva, he wandered 

throughout the country on his religious journey for the welfare of humanity. 

He is believed to have performed penance in the mountains of Girnar in 

Gujarat where he was guided and initiated by Lord Dattatreya. After this, he 

visited Mata Hinglaj Deviõs Shaktipeeth (Goddess of Aghoris) in Balochistan 

and received her blessings through penance. 

 

9.1.2   The temple in Ramgarh comprises of a small worshipping place constructed 

besides a Banyan tree which is where Baba Kinaram did penance. Besides the 

temple there are graves of different sadhus which practiced the Aghor 

culture and attained Samadhi in this place. In the backyard of this temple lies 

the water body (Images 18 & 19) referred by the locals as òBaan Gangaó 

who associate this with the Mahabharata. As this water body is considered 

sacred, no activities such as bathing, washing, fish catching are permitted 

making it suitable habitat for the native biodiversity. 

Image 18 : Location Of Baan Ganga 



34 
 

 
Image 19 : òBaan Gangaó ð The Sacred Water Body Besides Kinaram Temple ð 

Ramgarh 

9.1.3  The Krim Kund Sthal located in Varanasi city (Images 20-21) is another 

ancient place of religious importance. It is regarded as ôMandarvanaõ in the 

Puranas and known to be Shiva Parvatiõs favourte garden in Kashi. The Krim 

Kund Kinaram Sthal is located close to the cremation ground of 

Harishchandra Ghat. It is said that during the Vedic period the owner of this 

area was the Dom Raja (the in-charge of the crematory). Surrounded with 

approximately 50 acres of forest, this area was isolated, elevated and 

protected from the River floods. Since the area was an ideal place for 

contemplative life, there were only ashrams and temples near the pond 

surrounded in lush green vegetation. 

9.1.4    As the Doms residing here were aware of the sacredness of this place, they 

donated it to Baba Kinaram in order to express his divine and spiritual vision 

in this holy place. After prayers and penance for many years, Baba Kinaram 

took Samadhi at this place. This Sthal is like the headquarters of Aghor 

culture where people from far and wide including many different sadhus 

come for worship. The water of Krim Kund is believed to be sacred owing to 

the prayers of Baba Kinaram and hence, women and children are allowed to 

bathe here on some particular days as this water is believed to have curative 

powers. Besides the Kund, a well is also present at the entrance of this Sthal 
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which is said to be dug by the baba himself. The water of this well is believed 

to be suitable for treating abdominal pain and digestive disorders. 

 

Image 20 : Location Of Krim-Kund Sthal 

 

 
Image 21 : The Sacred Pond Of Krim-Kund In Varanasi City 
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9.2         Kandwa Pokhra 

9.2.1    Located towards the southern end of Varanasi city, the Kardmeshwar 

Mahadev Mandir associated with Kandwa Pokhra (Images 22-23) is a very 

ancient temple dedicated to Lord Shiva. According to the folk tales and 

legends, Kardam Rishi is believed to have established this temple and 

performed penance here for about 5-6 thousand years and during that 

period this water body was formed from his tears. Taking note of his 

penance, Lord Vishnu granted him his wish after which he bathed in this 

pond and regained his youth. He married a woman named Devki and 

settled on the banks of River Ganga at a place called Kapil Dhara which is 

named after his son Kapil. 

9.2.2  This temple is the first stop for the pilgrims undertaking the very popular 

Panchkroshi Yatra which involves a walk on a circuit of about 80-85 kms 

in and around Varanasi. The other four stops of this yatra are ð 

Bhimchandi, Rameshwar, Shivpur and Kapildhara. This temple along with 

its sacred pond and the yatra find their mention in the religious scripture of 

ôKashi Khandõ of the Puranas. According to the local people including 

historians, this temple was the only surviving temple during the attacks of 

Mughals during 17th century as it was surrounded by a thick forest and was 

overlooked by them. The Kandwa Pokhra harbors many fish and turtles 

particularly Gangetic Softshell Turtle which have attained large size owing 

to protection by local people and continuous feeding. 

 

 
Image 22 : Location Of Kandwa Pokhara 
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Image 23 : Kandwa Pokhra Associated With Kardmeshwar Mahadev Mandir In 

Varanasi 

9.3        Kachcha Baba ka Pokhra 

9.3.1    This is another sacred water body situated adjacent to the Kachcha Baba 

temple in Jalhupur, Varanasi (Images 24-25). According to local folklore, 

Sant Kachcha Baba was a blind saint closely connected to Lord Ram. The 

term òKachchaó got associated with his name by the fact that he only 

consumed raw food. It is believed that he took Samadhi in Jalhupur where 

his temple is located today and many people from neighboring areas come 

here for worship. The sacred pond associated with this temple is very 

popular in the region owing to the folktale that fish from this pond would 

remain raw [kaccha] even on cooking owing to the curse of Kachcha Baba. 

Hence, the people do not disturb the fish of this pond and instead feed them 

with biscuits considering them and the water body as holy. This pond 

shelters a sizeable population of catfish which often feed on the food items 

offered by pilgrims. 
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Image 24 : Location Of Kachcha Baba Ka Pokhara 

 

 
Image 25 : Kachcha Baba Pokhra Along With The Temple  
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9.4        Pishach Mochan Talab  

9.4.1   This sacred lake is situated in the Chetganj area of Varanasi (Images 26-27) 

and is an important auspicious place for those who believe in the 

immortality of souls and spirits. Pilgrims throng this place especially during 

the ôPitra Pakshõ for performing the Shraadh and Pinddaan puja ceremonies 

in order to provide moksha to their deceased relatives. The pujaris associated 

with the Pishach Mochan temple located adjacent make arrangements for 

these ceremonies in their campus. This is believed to be the only place in 

India where the ôTripindi Shraadhõ is performed for people who have had an 

untimely death as well as for relief from any effect of spirits. Hence, the 

name ôPishach Mochanõ has been assigned to this pond where the 

spirits/souls achieve moksha through special pujas.  

 

 

Image 26 : Location Of Pishach Mochan Talab 
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Image 27 : Pishach Mochan Talab In Varanasi City 

 

9.5       Purana Pokhara in Ramnagar 

9.5.1 A square shaped tank known as ôPurana Pokharaõ (Old Pond) is present in 

front of the famous Durga Temple in Ramnagar area (Images 28-29). This 

temple and the associated pond was built by Maharaja Balwant Singh who 

ruled Benaras during the 17th century AD. The tank has stone steps for 

accessibility to the water on all the sides.  

 
Image 28 : Location Of Purana Pokhara 
































































































































