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INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 1.BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT

Nama mi Gange ,Bandngegrate@moens er vati on Mi ssion, ap|
Programmed by the Union Government in June
abatement of pollution, conservation and rejuvenation of National River Ganga.

The key achievements under Namami Gange programe are:

a. Creating Sewerage Treatment Capacity:63 sewerage management projects under
implementation in the States of Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and
West Bengal.12 new sewerage management Projects Launched in these states. Work
is under construction for creating Sewerage capacity of 1187.33 (MLD).Hybrid
Annuity PPP Model based two projects has been initiated for Jagjeetpur, Haridwar
and Ramanna, Varanasi.

b. Creating River-Front Development-28 RiverFront Development projects and 33
Entry level Projects for construction, modernization and renovation of 182 Ghats and
118 crematoria have been initiated.

c. River Surface Cleaning:River Surface cleaning for collection of floating solid waste
from the surface of the Ghats and River and ispasal are afoot and pushed into
service at 11 locations.

d. Bio-Diversity Conservation:- Several BieDiversity conservation projects are
namely: Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation, Fish and Fishery
Conservation in Ganga River, Ganges River Dwip Conservation Education
Programme has been initiated. 5 #id ver si ty centeros at [
Allahabad, Varanasi and Barrackpore has been developed for restoration of identified
priority species.

e. Afforestation: Forestry interventions for Gangardugh Wildlife Institute of India;
Central Inland Fisheries Research Institute and Centre for Environment Education has
been initiated.Forestry interventions for Ganga have been executed as per the
Detailed Project Report prepared by Forest ResearchubestDehradun for a period
of 5 years (2012021) at project cost of Rs.2300 Crores. Work has been commenced
in 7 districts of Uttarakhand for medicinal plants.

f. Public Awareness: A series of activities such as events, workshops, seminars and
conferencesra numerous IEC activities were organized to make a strong pitch for
public outreach and community participation in the programme. Various awareness
activities through rallies, campaigns, exhibitiostiram daan cleanliness drives,
competitions, plantation drives and development and distribution of resource
materials were organized and for wider publicity the mass mediums such as
TV/Radio, print media advertisements, advertorials, featured articles and advertorials
were publishedGange Theme sonwas released widely and played on digital media
to enhance the visibility of the programme. NMCG ensured presence at Social Media
platforms like FacebookTwitter, YouTubeetc.

g. Industrial Effluent Monitoring: The number of Grossly Polluting Industries (GPIs)
in April, 2019 is 1072. Regulation and enforcement through regular and surprise
inspections of GPIs is carried out for compliance verification against stipulated
environmental norms. The GPIs are also iogged on annual basis for compliance
verification of the pollution norms and process modification, wherever required


https://www.youtube.com/embed/G8v1zHd4ZOk?autoplay=1;rel=0&showinfo=0
https://www.facebook.com/pages/National-Mission-for-Clean-Ganga/1502674319951269
https://twitter.com/cleanganganmcg/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdslrfFfeUDBQHNPDK6q8YQ
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through third party technical institutes. First round of inspection of GPIs by the third
party technical institutes has been carried o®0h7. Second round of inspection of
GPIs has been completed in 2018. Out of 961 GPIs inspected in 2018, 636 are
complying, 110 are nenomplying and 215 are seatfosed. Action has been taken
against 110 noxomplying GPIs and is issued closure directiander Section 5 of

the E (P) Act. Online Continuous Effluent Monitoring Stations (OCEMS)
connectivity established to CPCB server in 885 out of 1072 GPlIs.

h. Ganga Gram: Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation (MoDWS) identified 1674
Gram Panchayats situated the bank of River Ganga in 5 State (Uttarakh&hthr
Pradesh,Bihar, Jharkhand,West Bengal). Rs. 578 Crores has been released to
Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation (MoDWS) for construction of toilets in
1674 Gram Panchayats of 5 Ganga BadateS. Out of the targeted 15, 27,105
units,MoDWS has completed construction8, 53,397 toilets. Consortium of 7 IITs
has been engaged in the preparation of Ganga River basirafd 65 villages have
been adopted by 13 IITs to develop as model villagBP has been engaged as the
executing agencfor rural sanitation programme and to develop Jharkhand as a model
State at an estimated cost of Rs. 127 Crore.

National Mission for Clean Ganga(NMCG) endeavors to deploy best available knalgie

and resources across the world for Ganga rejuven&iean Gangaas been a perennial
attraction for many international countries that have expertise in river rejuvenationri€oun
such as Australia, United Kingdom, Germany, Finland, Israel etc. have shown interest in
collaborating with India for Ganga rejuvenation. Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs)
were signed with various Central Ministries villinistry of Human ResourcBevelopment,
Ministry of Rural Development, Ministry of Railways, Ministry of Shipping, Ministry of
Tourism, Ministry of Ayush, Ministry of Petroleum, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports,
Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation and Ministry of Agricultufer synergizing the
Government schemes.

Why we need "Namami Gange" programmes?
a. River Ganga has significant economic, environmental and cultural value in India.

b. Rising in the Himalayas and flowing to the Bay of Bengal, the river traverses a course
of more than 2,500 km through the plains of north and eastern India.

c. The Ganga basinwhich also extends into parts of Nepal, China and Bangladesh
accounts for 26 per cent of India's landmass.

d. The Ganga also serves as one of India's holiest rivers whtseakcand spiritual
significance transcends the boundaries of the basin.

Aim & Obijective of NMCG

The aims and objectives of NMCG are to accomplish the mandate of National Ganga River
Basin Authority (NGRBA) are:

1. To ensure effective abatement mdllution and rejuvenation of the river Ganga by
adopting a river basin approach to promote #stmtoral ceordination for
comprehensive planning and management and

2. To maintain minimum ecological flows in the river Ganga with the aim of ensuring
water quality and environmentally sustainable development.


http://sbm.gov.in/sbmdashboard/NamamiGange.aspx
http://www.in.undp.org/content/india/en/home/operations/projects/environment_and_energy/ganga.html
http://nmcg.nic.in/about_nmcg.aspx
http://nmcg.nic.in/CleanGangaFund/index.html
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2. GANGA CULTURAL DOCUMENTATION

India is endowed with rich water resources with approximately 45,000 km long riverine
systems crissross the length and breadth of the country. The Ganga river béselasgest

of the basins of India with an area of 8,61,452 Sqg.km in India, draining into the 11 states of
the country, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, Bihar,

Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and West Béegalanga river has

many tributaries, both in the Himalayan region before it enters the plains at Haridwar and
further downstream before its confluence with the Bay of Bengal. The basin has a total

drainage length of about 624235.73 Sqg.km. The Ganga besibetween east longitudes

73A26

t o

89A56 and

north

assessed as 525020 Million Cubic Meters (MCM).

|l atitudes
approx. 1,543 km and 1024 km. The average water resource potential of the basin has been

21A606

Sl Head Details Quantitative Information Remarks
1. | State Name: West Bengal - -
Geographical Extensioof Bhagirathi N E
2. | Hugli N E
3. | Areal coverage in 5km Buffer
4. | Areal coverage in 10km Buffer
5. | Total Number of Districteoverage 10
District Number of Len_gth_ of
PS/ Wards | Hugli River
A | Malda 04 88 Km
- . B | Murshidabad 13 520 Km
D'Si.”'Ct Wise "c T Nadia 09 112 Km
roce . [DBarddhaman 04 138 Km
6. E | Hugli 09 91 Km
Ward
coverage F | Haora 09 69 Km
G | Uttar 24 Parganas 09 42 Km
H | Dakshin 24 Parganas 09 110 Km
| | Kolkata 144 Wards 20Km
J | Purba Medinipur 06 92 Km
7 Total Length of the Bhagirathilugli 1282 K.

River in the Lower Part

10

t

C
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WEST BENGAL
Showing the area of study along Bhagirathi-Hugli River
88°00'E 89°00'E
25°00N | & ’ -+ 25°00'N
Bihar

BANGLADESH

Landsat ETM (FCC)
2019

24°00'N —— 24°00'N
BIRBHUM
23°00'N 23°00'N
ARGA]
INIPUR
22°00'N 22°00'N

“®Bay of Bengal

Km 30 0 30 60 90 Km

Map 1- Study area , FCC, Landsat Image draped on the Map of We
Bengal showing Bhagirattiugli River covering all the districts 11
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South 24 Pargana District : West Bengal

STUDY AREA WITHIN THE BUFFER ZONE

U.S Army map
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Map 2 & 3 : South 24 Parganas administrative map showing study area. Plate : 1 Maa Ganga Puja
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METHODOLOGY

Capacity Building:

a. Training arrangement: Two phases of training have given to the Field Coordinators,

Field survey staff and the Project Resource persons. First phase of training has
conducted by the Project Funding Authority i.e. INTACH, Delhi and second phase of
training will be conducted byhe Project Implementing Agency i.e. R3S, Kolkata.

Development of Project Team:A Project team has formed according to the need of
the objective of the present Project. It is formed headed by therddwator and the
Social ScientistOther members of & Project team are th@1S-Remote Sensing
Expert, Field assistaniGeography background).ocal Resource persons, Camera
person andHydrologist, Soil Scientist, Botanist, Zoologist & Agriculture scientist

Acquisition / Procurement/ Purchase of Gadgets /guipments / Analysis:
Following Gadgets/Equipments have been purchased for the implementation of the
Project work:GPS machine, Satellite Image (Two seasons, Recent Data), Soft / hard
copy Cadastral maps, Soil / Water storage Kit, Measuring Tape/ Conipasgy

level, Topographical / DPMSLaboratory Test / Analysis,rgcurement of other
secondary Data / Information / Maps from Census, Irrigation, Ground water, Soil,
Agriculture, Forest etc. Purchase of Books, Reproduction of Survey formats &
Stationeriestc.

Pre-Field Survey.

a. Literature review: Library work, Study of published and unpublished reports, News

b.

C.

paper articles, Journals anédearch papers.

Collection of Secondary Data/ Information (Maps) from Govt. Departments:
CGWB, NBSS & LUP, IMD, SWID, PHED, Municipality Office, Survey of India,
Port Trust of India, Irrigation & Waterways, PWD, Census, AISLUS etc.

Satellite Data Acquisition (Realtime). University of Calcutta (Deptt. of
Geography), USGS Earth Explorer,

BaseMap Preparation (for whole Project arealConsulting Topographical maps,
Cadastral maps, DPMS & Recent Satellite Image

Field Survey:

a. Data-Information Collection & Measurements: Collection of detail information

with GPS locations, related-t&urface Morphology/Relief/Physiography, Geology,
Climatic conditions, Bank erosion, Embankment condition, Depth of river Bhagirathi
Hugli, Shifting river course & PalechannelsStatus of Confluence & OGtbke points

of rivers, Canals, Flood events & Tide levels, Heritage water structures, Wetlands,
Ground water regime, Soil, Water quality, Riparian FBeaana, Sacred trees,
LanduseLand cover types, Impact of Dams/Barragesiityy Utilization of Flood
plain, Riparian Rights etc.

13
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b. Photo & Videogrpahy: Professional photographers having enough experience of
Physical, Social, Ecological & Environmental issues will be engaged for Digital
documentation of different events relatedite Natural phenomenon.

Post Field Analysis

a. Collection & Scrutinization of Field Data/Survey sheets:Region / Block/ PS/
Mouza wiseProforma for Listing the Natural Heritagsurvey sheets will be checked
/ verified with the concern persons.

b. GPS Dataanalysis:Col | ecting the Ground -CTrackstofr o | Poi
Land surface & Waterbodies, the database will be processed throug8dvege
Software

c. Water & Soil Sample data analysis:Sample will be supplied for analysis in reputed
Govt. Departmets or Private agencies.

d. Preparation of Theme Maps: Location, Administrative, Relief, Geology,
Geomorphology, Drainage, Waterbody, Canals, Groundwater, Soil, Rainfall
Temperature, Vegetation, Tidal fluctuations, Landuaed cover, Shifting of Rivers,
Embarkment status, Population growth, Flood condition, Watershed divisions, GPS
locations of specific units, Urbanization level etc.

Validating Field & Analised Data

a. Landuse Land cover units:Physical & Cultural units on land surface to be verified
after revist the areavith recent Satellite Image

b. GPS locations:After Overlaying the data on Satellite Image (Google Earth Image)
Crosschecking will be done

c. Soil Sample data:Chemical composition, Textural class to be analysed for Fertility
Status of the Saoll

d. Water Sample analysis dataCOD, BOD, pH, EC, DO, Turbidity analysis of Water
samples.

e. Flora/Fauna: Riparian, Sacred Species with their environment.

Preparation & Submission of Report

a. Preparation of Draft Report : Preliminary Draft Report in Soft & Hard copy mode
(1 Colour Printed) of each District will be submitted to INTACH, Kolkata Convener
for Verification / Correction

b. Report Correction: Any corrections made by the funding authority will be
incorporated judiciosly into the Final Repart

c. Final Report Submission: Final Report in form of Soft Copy will be submitted
District wise and Hard copy Report will be submitted after completing the all Districts
in three phases.

14
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CHAPTER 2 LOCATIONAL SETTING

2.1. The district of South 24 Parganas came into existence on March 1, 1986. Prior to
that date, it was a part of undivided 24 Parganas. The large undivided district of 24
Parganas was bordered by the Bhagirathi channel in the WesflaBash in the East,

the distrct of Nadia in the North and the Bay of Bengal in the South. This huge and
populous landmass was under the same administrative jurisdiction from the beginning
of the British rule in Bengal.

2.2. After the fall of NawalSiraj-ud-Daulah Mir Jafar, the new Nawab, concluded a
treaty with the English East India Company on theJlly 1757, by which the former

ceded to the Company the Zamindar. ri ght e

land lying to the south of
Cdcutta as far a¥Xulpi, shall be
under the Zamindari of the
English company; and all the
officers of this Zamindari shall
be under their

These 24mahals, or 24 parts,

e N
S ~

were given the name 24
Parganas.

By the tme of the Permanent

) Settlement in 1793, the
Sundarbans had been includad
the 24 Parganasb?o
Finally, in 1986, the district of 24

Parganas was divided into two

separate parts mainly for

reducing the administrative
burden. The

southern part came to be known

Map 4 : Undivided 24 Parganas

as South 24 Parganas.
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2.3. Study Area:

River Ganga in form of its most important distributary , Bhagirathugli covers about10

km stretch bordering this mighty district . For our Study area ( 7km along the bank of the
river ) we have 9 Block$ 1.Sagar 32930.01 ha 2.Kakdwip38774.6 ha 3.Namkhana
40523.25ha 4.Kulpi-24580 ha 5.Falta-13591.67 h&.Diamond Harbourl 9086.38ha 7.
Diamand Harbour 11-11553.51 /ha Budge Budge H8762.56 ha 8.Budge Budge4791.9

ha 9. Maheshtala5562.40 covering about90157 ha areaHowever, since many historian
think that the Adi Ganga was the main flow of River Ganga (Bhagitaihii) during 5™ -

17" century many large Hindu villages are situated on the banks of the old stream. The
Hindus still consider the route of the channel sacred, and burn their dead on the sides of the
tanks dug in its bed (Hunter 1998:1145 )Thoagh this route is not within the 7 km buffer
area , but still for some cases we have included Jayhaagdpur sites from the old course.

District Block Area

Sagar 32930.01 ha

Kakdwip 38774.6 ha
Namkham 40523.25ha

Kulpi- 24580 ha
Falta 13591.67 ha

South 24 Parganas Diamond Harboud 9086.38ha
Diamond Harbour Il 11553.51 ha

Budge Budge H 8762.56 ha

Budge Budge 1 4791.9 ha

Maheshtala 5562.40
Total 190157 ha

Amongst the blocks, Sagar Block with Ghoramara Island is completely dethatched from the
main land of South 24 Parganas. It is the largest estuarine island with habitaiMest

Bengal . Kakdwip , Namkhana and Sagar Blocks in our study area also fadls tined
SundarbanRegion of West Bengal Sundarban delta is one of the most mysterious
landscapes in the world, which has successively evolved due to sediment accumulation by the
great Ganga and Brahmaputra river system. The area is characterized-lpingpvglands

and a flat topography coupled with madtigdal activities, powerful surges, and seasonal
cyclonic events. All these conditions put together this landscape defenseless to frequent flood

and erosion.
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Landsat Image (8th March 2015): South 24 Parganas District, West Bengal

Map 6 Sundarban Region
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DOCUMENTING NATURAL HERITAGE ALONG RIVER BHAGIRATHI - HUGLI

Study area within the Buffer overlaid on Landsat 2019 Study area within the Buffer Zone
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IMAGE / DATA SOURCE: All the Thematic Maps & Image Registered & Vectorised by RS-GIS,
Kolkata, with the acquisition of Primary & Secondary data sources like: Landsat Image (2006,
2008, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2018, 2019); Liss-IV Image (2014); High Resolution lkonos & Quickbird
Image (2010-2019); US Army Map 1956; Sol Topographical Map (1967, 1969); Cadastral Mouza
Map; DPMS (NATMO 1991); SRTM Data (2010); CPT/KPT Bathymetry Data (2018); Forest Map
of West Bengal; Groundwater Map (CGWB); District Census Map (2011); Watershed Maps
(SLUSI); LULC Map (DST, Delhi); Soil Map (NBSS&LUP); Geology of Bengal (GSI); GPS Data.

Map 7- Landsat ImageFCC showing the study aré&m Buffer line
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24. Understanding South 24 Parganas through Ages
The outline of the history of the 24 Parganas in West Bengal remains, to a large extent,
shrouded in mystery. However contemporary historical studiesesedrch, along with some

recent archaeological findings from this region, throw some light on the matter.

At the beginning of the 20Century the popular belief was that before the British colonisers
cleared the forest and created a settlement here dooup of Adivasiswho were brought

from the mainland, the area was uninhabited. However there has been a revision of this view
of the early settlement of the South 24 Pargafras) the 1920s.Tanay, théamindar of
Majilpur village under Joynagar Policgafion, shared the findings of the noted scholar
KalidasDutta, whose research on the cultural traditions of the lower regions of the Gangetic
basin in West Bengal suggested that during the rule of the Pala dynasty 1000 years earlier,
the Sunderbans hadwde | oped i nto an advanced, ur ban
temple in the middle of the forest iatd village and other artefacts discovered there are proof

of this. At some time during the subsequent rule of the Senas, this civilisation was destroye

due to a natural calamity and soon the area was covered with trees and forests.

Towards the end of the 1950s, the late Paresh Chandra Dasgupta, who was the first Director
of the Dept. of Archaeology, West Bengal stated that 4 implements belonging stoniee

age had been recovered from the dry bed of the Adi Ganga or one of its tributaries at
Hariharpur, near Baruipur; this is the only such extant evidence of dwellers from the Stone
Age in this region. He assumed that during their nomadic journey, phekistoric people

had left behind their stone tools at this place. This theory can only be validated by more

concrete evidence from archaeological excavations.

Later Paresh Chandra Dasgupta also stated that a few miles north of Diamond Harbour, in
Deulpoty, situated on the banks of the river Hooghly, tools from the late Stone Age had been
found. It may thus be deduced that early man belonging to the Stone Age,had settled here on
the banks of the river. Though in modern times the waters of the Ganga agidaBt flow

through this region, earlier the river Saraswati flowed along its banks. Sri KalidasDutta has
alluded to the fact that possibly after thé"XBentury, the Ganga and Bhagirathi began to
flow through the ancient river bed of the Saraswatmfsankrail in Howrah. He also referred

to an alternative theory that during the reign of Aliwardi, around 1Z486, to facilitate the
navigation of the British merchant ships, the river bed from Kolkata to Sankrail was widened
to divert the flow of the wars of the Ganga and Bhagirathi. Despite this, the Hindus
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continue to treat the river Ganga at this point as being sacred and cremate their dead on these
banks and collect its waters from here for their rituals. At the beginning of the 1960s, both
KalidasDutta and ParesDasgupta report the discovery of tools belonging to the Late Stone
Age in Harinarayanpur, which is situated to the south of Diamond Harbour, on the banks of
the riverHugli; other findings included terracotta dolls like tha&tonging to the Lat8tone

Age. This too is an indication that early man resided here in the stone ages.

KalidasDutta in his excavations carried out in the 1960s also discovered many stone , metal
and terracotta sculptures and statues, ancient artefaicts of ancient temples and dwellings

and bricks belonging to the™3Century BC. This civilization, he concluded therefore
flourished during the age of the Mauryas ,Sungas, Kushans, Guptas, Palas and extended till
the 13" Century.

From the availablewvedence one can deduce that prehistoric man lived here from the middle
to the late Stone Ages. Prior to that a group of people of Negrito descent may have come here
but did not settle down for any continuous period of time. Later, many other races came her
bringing their own unique culture with them such as people from the Mediterranean, speakers
of the Dravid tongue, Mongolian and Kirattribes people and people of Aryan, Alpine and
Nordic descent. At the beginning of this urban civilisation Jainism andlBsith were the
predominant religions; later Tantric Buddhism, the Nath sect, Hinduism, Islam and
Christianity made inroads in this region. Thus we find in the Sunderbans an amazing
confluence of divergent cultures, giving rise to a rich folk heritage wiBigleculiar to the

region. Similarly we find an influx of various cultures and traditions, starting from the Stone

Age, in towns along the rivetugli.

Our objective is to investigate the influence of these cultures on the folk traditions and
aesthetic ad religious practices of the region and study the intricate patterns that emerge

from it.
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Plate 3,4,5,6 Antiquities of Sagar Islané collection of archaeological remains by Anil Kumar
Khara in Bamankhali , Sagar Island

Pre-History-The present South Zarganas district forms the southenost part of

the deltaicplains of Bengal. This is a relatively new land, emerged frormalioeial
deposits ofthe Ganges and its various tributaries. In the very recent period, the
archaeologists have found some-pigtoric artefacts from the surface of this region.

But these evidences are still not sufficient to write a definiteht®ry of this
particular area. This is also true for the early historical period of this region. From the
first century B.C. we have found some foreign literary accounts about this region,
which indicate the existence of a land of prosperous people in thisfgaehgal. But

this is a land where there have been constant shifts in the courses of rivers. Therefore,
it is unlikely to find the supportive detailed archaeological evidences, in absence of

which the early history of this part of Bengal remains speeelati
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From the accounts of Greek writersThe Greek writers, from the first century B.C.
onward, mentioned the people of this region, often referred to a&ahgaridae
Gangaridai, and Gangaridi etc. Accoding to Ptolemy, the famous second century
geographer, the country near the mouth of the Ganges was occupied by the

Gangaridai He also

UB" peSCRIpTIOVNDECIME TABY

mentioned that they
were different from the
people of the territory
of Tamraliptg called

Tamalites. It may be
assumedrat the whole
deltaic Bengal between
g /' the Bhagirathi

’ Hooghly in the west,
the PadmaMeghna in

the east and the Ganga

Padma in the north

became the land of the
Map8ct 12 Sys wa al L) ak2gsx Gangaridaipeople. The
district of South 24 Parganas as of now falls within these lirRitsm the Greek
sources, we know that the country of tBangaridaiwas a prosperous one and this
prosperity was largely depended upon its profitable foreign trade. There was a famous
port-city, calledGanges This city was situated on the confluence of the Gangns

the sea. Through this port, according The Periplus of theErythraean Seaa
travelogue written by an anonymous Greek sailor of the first centuryA.D., a
considerable amount of trade used to be carried out in betel, spikenard, pearl and
maslin. In this profitable foreign trade, gold coins were used as the medium of
exchange. Where was the city of Ganges located? Historians are confused. It might
have been in the prese®agar island or atChandraketugarh of Deganga(Deganga

meansdwi or dwitya Ganga, second mouth of Ganges) which presently is in the
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district of North 24 Parganas. Another possible placdtghara near Baruipur,
situated orthe east bank of the old course of the Bhagirathi, called Adiganga.

4th century CE: This part of Bengal remained outside the effective hegemony of the
Gauda kingdom of Sasanka. It was under the sway *’%Sf’* F T

of the Pala Empire. During the reign of Gopala Il

and Vigrahapala Il (circa A.D. 948@88) the Palas

lost a large portiorof their territory in Vanga to

the Chandras, who started their career as a
feudatory of the former. There is still a brick:j
temple, popularly known akatar Deulstanding at \} -
the village of Uttar Jata of Mathurapur, which wa ihs,f 3
constructed by a certain king amed

Jayanachandra in 975 A.D., which confirmed th@é

fact that this area was under the sway of theé== 5 .
Chandra rulers. Plate % Jatar Deul , Mathurapur
15" Century CE From the ancient times till the sixteenth century at least, there were
many janapadawhich emerged on the banks of old Bhagirathi chankalighat,

Boral, Rajpur, Mahinagar, Baruipur, Bahadu, Joynagar, Majilpur, Chatrabhog

were some among them. Bipraddsa p a Mamas@vgayacomposed in A.D. 1495,
provides us with a list of names of some important villages and towns of this region.
Chandsadagar, a merchant character M#Enasavijaya reachedBaruipur, from
Kalighat, through the oldBhagirathi channel. From there he proceeded towards
Chatrabhog, and then traveling through Hatigarh pargana reached the open sea.
Chaitanyadeva (14886534),according to his contemporary biographies, also went
through this route. In his journey towards Puri, through the Brhthgichannel, he

halted at the village of Atisara, near Baruipur. His last stoppage in 24 Parganas was at
Chatrabhog, now a village within the jurisdiction of Mathurapur police station.
Chatrabhog seems to have been an importantpiweron the old Bhagathi Channel.

The zamindar of Chatrabhog, Rama Chandra Khan, helped Chaitanyadeva in his

onward journey to Orissa. Chaitanyads | o
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this kind of association with the influential landlords boosted the spre@dudya
VaisnavaBhaktimovement, at least on the riparian tracts of the 24 Parganas district.
16" Century: A retrogressive process might have been started from the middle of the
sixteenth century onward. These hitherto burgeoning centres of northern t&undar
areas and the BhagiratHiooghly received setbacks. There were two reasons. The
first was the rampant activities of the Portuguese freebooters and others. The second
was geographic, the eastward trend of the Ganges dramatically intensified after the
late sixteenth century, and hence it gradually abandoned the old Bhagirathi channel,
presently known addiganga. So long as the river flowed smoothly, the life of the
surrounding areas also flowa®/hen the river became moribund, the thriving centres

of life were affected by the diseases associated with the stagnant water.

Portuguese and South 24 Parganasin 1538, the Portuguese had obtained from
Sultan Ghiyasuddin Mahmud, the last llyas Shahi king of Gaur, the permission to
build settlement in Santgaam the confluence of the river Saraswati and Bhagiathi
Hooghly. From this time onwards, the Portuguese slowly but steadily became the
masters of the water of these riparian tracts. They had a secondary naval station at
Tardaha on the confluence of Bidyadri in South 24Parganas. In this period
Bengal 6s political g e o galledpaarp Bhwrayagtwdhe mi n a t ¢
landed Chiefs). Th&ortuguese frebooters became the allies of these independent
Bhuniyasagainst theviughals and in return gotdedom of action in this lower part of
Bengal. They went on with their business of piracy with impunity. For nearly a
century or so this part of region remained under the effective control of the Portuguese
pirates and frebooters. As a consequence, théndrto populated centres of this

region of Bengal got depopulated and jungles of the Sundarbans extended.
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Plate 8¢ Di Har , ingrikhali Fort
Baaro Bhuniyas and Pratapadditya The present district of South -Rarganas was

within the kingdom of Pratapaditya (159612), one of the most powerful Bhuniyas

of Bengal. In 1612 he was defeated by the Mughal army. The Mughals established a
fauzdari at Jessore and the present districBaifith 24Parganas came under this
jurisdiction. Now, the Mughal Subadar of Bengal turned their attention towards the
problems created by the Portuguese. They sacked Hugli in 1632. It is not clear when
the Portuguese were forced to give tgrdah But, with the waning of the power of

the Bhuniyas the Portuguese had lost an important source of patronage. By this time
the Portuguese menace was controlled, but not finally ended, especially in the areas of
the southernmost part of Bengal, which were full o&rsy creeks and tigenfested

jungles.

17" Century CE:The arms of the Mughal Emperor or of the Nawab of Bengal did not
effectively reach these areas. Besides the Portuguese, there were Magh or Arakanese
pirates operating in the same areas. They woultecall of a sudden and swoop down

on a river side mart on a market day and looted the merchandise brought for sale. This
lawlessness, uncertainties and insecurities became the part of everyday life of the
people living in this area throughout the severteemd for the better part of the

eighteenth centuries.
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18" Century CE:Then the English appeared. TheR4rganas were one of the earliest places

of their colonial subjugation. The treaty of 1757 between Mir Jafar and the East India
Company ceded to the Company the Zamindari rights of 24 Parganas. The British colonial
ruecmti nued uninterrupted til!]l l ndi ads indepe
Present time The district of South 24 Parganas came into existence on March 1, 1986. Prior
to that date, it was a part of undivided 24 Parganas.

Administrative Location : South 24 Parganasr soméimesSouth Twenty Four Parganiss

a district in thdndianstateof West Bengalheadquartered iAlipore. It is the largest district

of West Bengal by area and second largest by population. It is the sixth most populous
district in India (out of 640). On one sideti®e urban fringe oKolkataand on the other, the
remote riverine villages in tieundarbansThe district comprises five subdivisions: Alipore
Sadar, Baruipur, Diamond Harbour, Canning and Kakdwip.

Alipore is the district headquarters. There are 33 police stations, 29 community development
blocks, 7 municipalities and 312 gram panchayats in teeid. The Sunderbans area is
covered by 12 CD blocks, viz. Sagar, Namkhana, Kakdwip, Patharpratima, Kultali,
Mathurapur I, Mathurapur 1l, Jaynagar IlI, Canning I, Canning I, Basanti and Gosaba. The

district contains 37 islands.
Other than the municip&y areas, each subdivision contains community development blocks

which in turn are divided into rural areas and census towns. In total there are 118 urban units:

7 municipalities and 111 census towns.
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CHAPTER 3 CELEBRATED
PERSONALITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE
STUDY AREA

aAs the present district of the South 24 Parganas is adjacent to Kolkata, the capital
of early colonial rule in India, it had received some enlightening touches of the British
rule, like the spread and texsion of modern education, and social and religious
reform movements etc.

However, it has to be Course of Adi Ganga

remembered, the present South i

24-Parganas has a rich cultural
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heritage which mostly

developed along the old course

of Ganga ( Adi Ganga ) .
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Map 9 : Course of Adi Ganga
profound studies and culture

of the Hindusastras.Harinavi, Rajpur, all were famous centres of learning. So, when

in the 19th century the modern western education was beginning to penetrate in this
region, a complex interaction was going on bemvthe old and the new.

According to the Annual report on the Public Instruction for 18Z1by Mr.
Woodr ow, l nspector of S ¢ h Btatistisal Acapuntodf e d i

Bengal 0 fentms eof the education given in thldsstrict are found on thbanks of
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the old Ganges. The country thus favoured with schools extends from Halisahar to
Rajpur, Baruipur, Boral, Govindapur, Bahru, and Joynagar, all populous villages with
flourishing English schools under Hindu r
There were many important journals
published within the district in the
nineteenth  century. Dwarakanath
Vi dy ab h 8osnprokéssheld the
foremost place among them. This
weekly journal, published regularly on
the morning of every Monday, first
appeared from Calcutta in 1858 and

from April 1862 from Harinavi.

Mohanlal Vidyabagish and Sibnath pjate 9: Dwarakanath \felbhusan
Sastri also edited the journal for son.

times respectively between 1865 anc
1874. The journal discussed literature
philosophy, science, politics and socia
matters. It agitated on the cause of the
peasants and expressed itself boldly
against the zamindars, and indigo
planters. Many of the alwarts and
leading men
of nineteentkcentury Bengal were either .
born or had worked in this district at one ~ F'ate 10 : Sibnath Shastri
time or the other. Rajnarayan Basu was born in Basu family of Boral. He was one of
the leading figures of thBrahmomovement and was the forerunner of sheadesi
movement of later days. Rajnarayan formed a secret society tialttwe Carbonary

model also, although nothing much came out of it till his grandsons Arabinda and
Barin Ghose and nephew Satyen Bose appeardtieoscene. Sibnath Sastri had his
ancestral home at Majilpur, but was born in the maternal home at Changripota (now

Subhasgram). At an early age he joined the social reform movements. He formally
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j oined i n BramdhIamande&eh. rom 1873 he shifted his centre of
activities to Calcutta. In 1878 Sibnath Sastri parted ways from Keshabchandra and
establishedsadharan Brahmo Samdapne of his compatriots, Umesh Chandra Dutta
had establishedHarinavi Brahmo Samajand the bigfigures of the Brahmo
movement, like Maharshi Debendranath Tagore, Keshabchandra Sen, Rajnarayan
Basu, Dr. Protap Majumder, had frequent contactswith this Samaj. Scithrgdnas

was one of the active centreskinhdu Melaalso. The first ever Hindu Melia rural
Bengal, was held in Baruipur in 1870. The concepbwhdeshiwas an outcome of

the activities of Hindu Mela, though the ideasSwadeshiattained a commanding
height at the time of the AnRartition movement in Bengal in the first decade of the
twentieth century. During this time secret revolutionary movements gained
momentum as well. The present district of SouthParganas was a fertile soil of the

revolutionary nationalist movement.

b.Achipur , Budge Budge- The | egend of Tong Atchew, t he

Chinese iinglndiad

{‘«

SE WY T
4’ -
R

There is still a red
coloured horse shoe
shaped graveyard in
the banks of
Bhagirathi  Hugli
Myth says , Tong
Atchew the first
Chinese ancestolies
hereWe |l | , he &
really lie there. The
original grave is o 5 o
believed to have been tfraS mm Y P OKALIJzNJ 2 ¢2Y ! OKE
washed away years ago by the river, which is broad and strong here, 33 kilometres south of
Kolkata and about to enter the Bay of Bengal. But like most things about Atcheeg&mel

is more powerful than the history. So powerful that the village around the tomb is named

after himi Atchewpur, later modified to Achipur.
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The Indian Chinese community in Kolkata believleat in late 18tltentury a Chinese tea

trader by the name of Tong Achew ¥ang Da Zhao landed on the banks dfiugli,

somewhere near present day Budg®udge, never to return again. The then Governor
General Warren Hasting granted land to Achew to pet sugar cane plantation and sugar

factory According to records to British East I r
bighas of land about 6 miles south of BudigBudge f or an annual reni
acquiring the land Achew set up a sugj@ane antation along with a sugar mill. He brought

in a band of Chinese workers to work in his plantation and factory and thus forming the first
Chinese settlement in India. But Achew died soon after and his sugar factory was abandoned.

His workers left for theity of Calcutta, where their descendents still continue to live.

c.Swami Ishtananda , Rakhal Maharaj - Swami Ishtanandavas a monk with

Ramakrishna Math and Mission. He was born in the village of Bilaspur, near Contai or
Kanthi town, in the district of East Medinipur. His parents named him Rakhal. In his
college days he joined the freedom movement and even participatétke imon

cooperation movement, called by Gandhiji. As a
freedom fighter, he met luminaries like Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose and Bidhan Chandra Roy.

Rakhal had joined the freedom movement; because ' -k
he was dissatisfiedding a mere student and desired 5
to contribute to the society in a meaningful way. He
kept asking himself, the purpose of his birth.
Freedom fighters like Netaji and Bidhan Roy

was searching but he was not completely peaceful.

At L, oz ':.b) v a7
Srimat Swami Istanandaji Maharaj
(Revered Rakhal Maharaj)

The Founder of this Ashrama

As a child, Rakhal had heard stories of Swami

Vivekananda and Ramakrishna Paramhamsa. When

he was alone, he became contemplative; ) _
Plate 12 : Srimat Swami Ishtanande

kar mayogi in him arose by Swami Vivekanand

words, AThey only I|ive; who | ive for other
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parents tried to get him married. He knew he had to take a decision or else he would end
up being a much married mandathat was the last thing in his mind. In the year 1926, he
decided to join Ramakrishna Mission. He left his home and took a vow of celibacy and

became a 6Sannyasi 6 (monk). He joined the

As a young monk, Swami Ishtanandwas sent to Sagar Dweep, to look after the
activities of the Ramakrishna Ashram and also to look for land to expand the Ashram and
itds activities. When he came to Sagar, fe
backwaters were infested wittrocodile and attacks from Royal Bengal tigers were
frequent. These difficulties could not deter Swami Ishtananda. He remained calm and had

an ever smiling face. Soon he became popular amongst the few local people who resided

in Sagar. They called the moRRakhal Maharaj (the head monk of the Mission is called a
Maharaj). he befriended the people of Manasadeep and started a small schootMith 10
students. Later, in the year 1928, 26th April, he constructed a small room and inaugurated

a school; this wathe first school in Sagar deep.

He soon had people joining the school as teachers; they were people who had been

i nspired by the O6karmayogi 6 Rakhal Mahar aj
always rang in his ears, dWbemngdodli Sehevael
common man. 0 Rakhal Mahar aj al ways believe

his heart, God would provide him with all that was needed to make his mission
successful. He had no funds to pay fees for the teachers, thougledpke who had
joined were willing to work without pay but Rakhal Maharaj knew they were needy
people and the salary he would provide might help them run their family. So, he decided
to go begging for one fist of alms. The villagers were touched with uhelity in this
gesture of Rakhal Maharaj. They came forward in hordes with their meagre means in
answer to his appeal. With the joint effort of the villagers and the undivided dedication of
Swami Ishtananda, the work for the Ramakrishna Mission Schogigased slowly but
steadily. He made a beautiful song which he sang whenever he went begging for alms to

the mothers in every house, the lyrics goes like this,
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d.Swami Vivekanadaand Budge Budge- Swami Vivekananda had travelled to America to

beapartoPar | i ament of t h & Chwagoih tthed y2arld®@ This gvaso n s

possible for the very first time @@l e se.g. Plate 13 : The memorial of Swami
b : k.. Vivekananda.

that a global platform had been ™
created to have an interfaith

dialog. Representatives from g

most of the world religions were
represented out here and Swam
Vivekananda had represented
Hinduism as a monk. The
conference lasted frodl™ to
16" of Septemberat theArt Institute of Chicago Building ( Wor | d 6 s ARillarygr e s s
Building). His journey to Chicago started from Bombay (Mumbai) on 31st May 1983. He
took the SS Peninsular ship that made stops at Colombo, Singapore, Hong Kong, Canton
(Guangzhou), and finally to Yokohama. In Japan, after spending a few déyskhenother

ship RMS Empress of India to Vancouver (Canada) and reached on 25th July 1893. From

there he took a train to Chicago to attend t

Parl i ament of the Worl dés ReAugustibat got deleyads s u p |
till September. The event in Chicago lasted from 11th to 16th of September. Perhaps the most

famous speech of the entire

event which still resonated . : W’Sﬁ 2 =
today was that of Swami WMW &mmﬁ m @ lﬁ’!‘-‘l
B A FASTET AT FET

| | —ﬁmwg W T TG
his speech with the words ‘a- mzf WWW%W

NSis tad bohers of W F ) IR, L TG (AT
America! o. He 3 Wmmmm

paper on the ninth day of the @m‘f;zmﬁamm ma

event on Hinduism. : mmmmmm
| 3bwmnﬁ MOYY TGHRW,

Vivekananda when he opened

In America, Swami

Plate 14 : The plaque near the memorial .

Vivekananda managed to impress
by his knowledge and his wisdom and quickly started gaininglpaty. He left America on

15th April 1896 from New York to England on board SS Germanic. He reached England via
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Ireland on 19th April. Swami Vivekananda would spend some time across Europe visiting
many countries. Finally starting his return journey icBmber 1896 from Naples (ltaly) and
reaching Ceylon on 15th January 1897. After that, he would go to Madras (Chennai) and
continue with his lecture tour there. Swami Vivekananda reached Budge Budge on 19th
February 1897 on a steamer from Madras (Cheromopard SS Mombasa. He had reached

the night before at Budge Budge and the entourage had to wait as the train was next morning

to Kolkata.

eAndrew Frazer and Frazerganj: On the Western edge of Sundarban lies the three Beach
Resort ofFrazerganj, Bakkhali & Henry's Islantihe history of Frazerganj dates back a
century ago when Andrew Frazer the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal (12@38) fell in

love with a small stretch of beach at the Western edge of Sundarban, at the village of
Narayanitala. He built a bunglow, complete with coconut grove, which became a talking
point of English men in Calcutta. But sadly Frazer's dream of turning Narayanitala into a
beach resort was never fulfilled. His bunglow was soon abandoned and has long been
swallowed up by the sea. So apart from the Anglican name nothing remains of Frazergan;j's

colonial past.
fHenr y 6 s: Ldcaed amtbe western edge of the SundarbanrHe nr y 6 s | sl anc
devel oping into in West Bengal 6s favorite Be

survived the area about a century ago, Henrys Island is one of the numerous island that form

the Gangd Brahmaputra delta, the largesttive world. Crisscrossed by numerous rivers and
rivulets Henrydés island offer an interesting
tourist can laze on the beach and spot wildlife simultaneously. During 1980s the West Bengal
Fisheries Departmenvto k t he i ni tiative of turning Henr
ponds were dug and a forestation project taken up. It also led to the construction of the two

resorts of Mangrove & Sundari.
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Plate 15¢c1 SYNE Q& LaflyR . S
mangrove and sandy beach.

Platel6-2 AYR aAff IyR wSR
Island.
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g.Acharya Jagadish Chandra Bose and Falta-Ac harya J. C. Bosebs bu
Experimental Farm is situated just on tiank of the river Ganges. It is a beautiful place and
maintained regularly throughout the year. The white building of bungalow is an example of
English architecture. Acharya J.C. Bose lived in this building when he visited Falta. At
present living room ofAcharya J.C. Bose in the first floor has been conserved and the
attached hall is converted to a museum. The replica of posters of main museum of Bose
Institute at Rajabazar Campus and some books on J.C. Bose have been displayed in the
museum. The groundadir hall is presently used as lecture hall for conducting training during

the training programme of Rural Biotechnology Programme. Department of Physics used
their cosmic studies in this building using high power telescope. The Environmental Science
Sectim installed instruments on the roof of this building for all season weather studies. The
office of the Farm is situated in the bungalow beside the entrance.

Plate17:Acharya Jagadi sh Chandra Boseds hou:
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h.Tilman Henckell - System of reclamation changes the scenario of the Sunderbans,
particularly of wildness inclusive briefing of the natural habitat of the tigers and crocodiles
and as a result, introdtion of human habitation within the reclaimed land. Collector of
Jessor, Tilman Henckell was the pioneer of such system of reclamation in the Sunderbans
during his tenure of 1781 1790. He played a very positive role in taking initiative of
reclamation kearing the dense jungle of mangroves and tried an utmost effort for the welfare
of the molungees who were responsible for salt preparation. His scheme failed as the
members of the Board were not convinced with his proposal. But ultimately progress of
reclamation has been going on steadily for about forty years after the tenure of Collector,
Tilman Henckel. Further, he took initiatives for the welfare of the molungees of tribal origin

namely Chandabandas, from which the name of the Sunderbans supposeerorb@ated

i.Mr. William Dampier & Lt.Hodges - Mr. William Dampier was Commissioner and Lt.
Hodgeswas the Surveyor of the Sundarbans Commission. Mr. William Dampier, who had
held charge of the Sundarban office for some five months in 1827, was again appointed to it

in February 1828, when the revised scheme was promulgated. During the early months of
1829, Mr. Dampier defined and Lieutenant Alexander Hodges surveyed the boundary of the
Sundarban forest, carrying it from the river Jamuna, at the junction of the Shura khal opposite
Pranpur, as far as the river Baleswar, at its confluence with river Jaodtms line of the
forest i n Morriesonbd6bs map was taken to be t
into his own secondary maps on smaller scales. By themselves they convey no vivid

i mpression; they must be t ak e nipassufandekhhitlge s o
his route and the limits of the forest; and the boundary then becomes clear and definite.
DampierHodges line is an imaginary line drawn in 182880 to mark the northern
boundary of Sundarbans delta. It passes through 24 ParganthsaiduNorth districts of

West Bengal.
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CHAPTER 4 FAIRS & FESTIVALS

iSAB Tl RTHA BAR BAR, GANGA sfAiBeaRst papuld® AreRaoafter
Kumbh Mela is the Ganga Sagar Mela. It is India's biggest fair held in Sagardwip,
West Bengal and withesses a large number of people pouring in. Celebrated with
great vigour and enthusiasm, the festival has a cultural and spirisignificance
where pilgrims dip themselves in the holy waters of Ganga to purify their souls. Held
during the winters, the Mela is an annual gathering of pilgrims which see a number
of rituals, lit lamps and chanting in and around Sagardwip, the confleeicRiver
Ganga with Bay of Bengal.

Plate 18 : Ganga Sagar Mela , Sour
: WBTC

4.1. THE LEGEND OF GANGASAGAR i KAPIL MUNI

Kapil Muni was the son dkardamMuni andDebhayuti It is written in the old book that he

was part oLord Vishnu After the birth of nine daughters iihrdamMuni, heis preparing

to go to the forest for austerity. Then the grandfaBrahmaadmonished him to go to forest

and said he would have a son, who is paittarfl Vishnu ThenKardamMuni'shad a son
whose name wasapil Muni. After the birth ofKapil Muni, Kardam Muni went to the forest

for austeritiesKapil Munistayed with his mother and preact@mhnkhya Yog to
her.Devahoot got Moksh after that preaching.

Kapil Muni Bert is the son of King Sagar's:Once he was sitting in the tomb of his
monastery, that 6000 sons of King Sagar's came there in search of his father Yagya Horse,
they tied it with a tree near it, so they thought that Kapil Muni had stolen it. They started
talking to him something bad. Kapil Muni opened his eyes and looked at them and saw that
they were all ashes. Actually, Indra had been stolen from King Sagar's and hid it in the shelter
of Kapil Muni. Then the King Sagar's sent his granddpoashamto search for his 60,000

sons andYagya Horse. He followed the footsteps of his uncle andapgdeatapil Muni's
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Asaram. He saw a mound of shelter near his monastery. He understands everything. He
greeted him and asked how his uncle could get salvadewil Muni proposed to him to

bring the Gangedo Prithvi and orgnize hais rituals there so that his water could release him.

Throughdeep meditationKing Bhagirathanduced Shiva to order Ganga down from heaven
and the 60,000 sons were freedoksha and ascended to Heaven, but the river Ganges
stayed on the Earth. The date of
the descent of Ganga waset
date, as is at present the 15th
Day of January of
theGregorian Calendawhich
coincides with that oMakar
Sankrantiwhen Surya enters
Makar  Constellation, i.e.
"Uttarayan

of Hindu Panchangain

Plate 20 : Holy Dip at Ganga Sagar
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4.2. GANGA PUJATGANGASAGAR
Ganga mantra in Bengali
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Centering Maa Ganga , there are many pujas performed in Gangasagar of Sagar Island. Based
on the interview with Nimai Majaraj ji of Bharat Sevashram, Gangasagar we have

documented the following Pujas.

a.DasaHara Ganga Puja which is known as Ganga Dussehra, Ganga Gangavatara or Jeth

Ka Dussehra in other parts of India. It is believed that Mother Ganga descended on the earth

on this day, to rid the souls of Kladugar Bhagi r
calendar is well designed and the tenth day of the Shukla Paksha (waxing Moon) of the

Jyestha month is fixed for this holy day. From the month of Jaistha-Mag), the heat of

summer reaches the upper Himalayas and ice and snow start midiis\gg when the

pilgrim sites up in the mountains start opening up.

This melting ice of glaciers means that large amounts of fresh pure water are released
into the parched summer river. Ganga is this in its most pristinedomafore muddy
monsoon waters change its colour and composition. This is explains the religious dictum
Athat the earth gets purified and attains he
read between the lines.

This festival is different froniGangaJayanti which is celebrated to mark her rebirth.
Ganga Dussera is celebrated over ten days, the last day being most important. It is extremely
popular in the states of Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal through which the
river passes, andt@s like Rishikesh, Haridwar, Varanasi, Patna, Prayagraj and
Garhmukteshwar observe these 10 days with enthusiasm. In the evening, the lit up diyas that
are released into the river offer a wonderful sight. Incidentally, many Bengalis make it a point
to bathe in the Ganga on this day, though | doubt if any of the clear glacial water reaches so
far. What most Hindus do not remember is that in the ancientQjo#tian era, there were
intense rivalries among the cudéis between Shaivas, Vaishnavas, Shaktas. Bhagavata
Purana states that Vishnub6és Vamana avatar pr
which sprung the divine Brahnvaater, the Causal Ocean, which then flowed to the Universe
as the River Ganga. Ganga is also thus known as Vishnapadhus the monopoly of Shiva
is contested. The most popular legend is that Shiva ultimately brought the mighty waters to
the earth through his locks of hair.Each of these tales has some meaning in very practical
termsd beyond the spiritual explanatis given by religious people. We need to understand
both to appreciate how different ethnic groups who inhabited or entered India over several
millennia were settled peacefully and absorbed into the heart and body of India.
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b. Ganga Jayanti- The festivé falls in the month of Vaisakh and is celebrated in Saptami
Tithi. Ganga Saptami is also observed as Ganga Jayanti or Ganga Puja. This is considered as

one of the important festivals in the Hindu calendar.

According to Hindu beliefs, devotees chant thengzaSaptami mantra while taking a holy

dip in the river.

Om Namo Gangayai Vishwarupini Narayani Namo Namabh.
Gange Ch Yamune Chav Godavari Saraswati.
Narmade Sindhu Kaveri Jale Asmin Sannidhim Kuru.
Ganga Vari Manohari Murariacharanchayut.
Tripurarishiraschari Papahari Punatu Ma ..
Ganga Gangeti Yo Bruyat, Yozhanam Shatarapi. Muchyte sarvapapebhyo, Vishnuloke se
gachti
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c. Makar Sangkranti ( Holy Dip in Maa Ganga ) and Gangasagar Mela

GangasagaFair is the second biggest congregation of Hindu pilgrims after the Kumbha
Mela. The Gangasagar Mela is observed annually and only on Sagardwip (Sagar Island).
Every year during Makar Sankranti pilgrims from all over the country come to take a holy dip
atthe confluence of the river Ganges and Bay of Bengal, followed by offering prayers at the

Kapil Muni Temple. This temple is immersed in legendary tales and is highly revered among

devotees.

Plate 23 Each year on Makar Sankranti (Adighuary), large number of devotees from all over tk

nation, congregate at Gangasagar for a sacred dip at the convergence of the river Ganga and
The holy river Ganges, after originating from Gangotrd araveling through plains of
Rishikesh and Haridwar, reaches Bengal, where it is named Hooghly. In Bengal, this sacred
river merges with the sea. Legend has it that, before combining with the sea, the Ganga
watered the mortal remains of King Bhagirathlanglfather King Sagar's 60000 sons,
liberating their soul from the cycle of life and death forever. After a dip into the holy river
here, people generally visit Kapil Muni Temple situated nearby, to worship the idol enshrined
there, as a mark of respect.
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Plate 24 & 25 Bengal witnesses a large number of people pouring in during Mela time.

Celebrated with great vigour and enthusiasm, the festival has a cultural and spiritual signifi
where pilgrims dip themselves in the holy waters of @ato purify their souls. Held during the
winters, the Mela is an annual gathering of pilgrims which see a number of rituals, lit lamps

chanting in and around Sagardwip.
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A large number of festivities take place in this state throughout the year. Amongst them, one
of the most famous is the Gangasagar Mela. It is held in the month of J&=lanary, on

the Ganga Sagar Island, at the mouth of the river Hooghly in Bengal.altended by
thousands of pilgrims every year. A dip in the water at this place, during Gangasagar Mela, is
considered to be extremely sacred. On the day of Makar Sankranti (January 14), when the sun
makes a transition to Capricorn from Sagittariussisaid that the bath becomes a holy

source of salvation.
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Plate 26¢ Puja offerings to the Shiva Linga , located just opposite to Kapil Muni Temple

Every year, a long fair is arranged at Ganga Sagar Island, in Januadrgl@o@ry. The fair
becomes highly crowded on the Makar Sankranti day. It is assumed to be the largest annual
gathering of devotees in India. The popularity of this fair can be understood from the fact that
without any formal or informal invitation, advesément and organizing authority, more than

a million pilgrims come here every year, from different parts of India, just to take a holy dip

in the Ganges. Apart from the general pilgrims, the assemblage of Naga Sadhus here gives a
unigue identity to this .
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Plate 29 & 30 The entire Gangasagheach area becomes colourful with people performing differer

music and danceforms.
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Plate 31& 32 : Different facets of Ganga Sagar Mela
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Plate 33 & 34 Different facets of Ganga Sagar mela
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