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INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER 1.BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT

Na ma mi Ga n g e , Bandrjegrated i@endervation Missienp pr oved as O0F|
Programmed by the Union Government in June
abatement of pollution, conservation and rejuvenation of National River Ganga.

The key achievements under Namami Gange programme are:

a. Creating Sewerage Treatment Capacity: 63 sewerage management projects under
implementation in the States of Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and
West Bengal.12 new sewerage management Projects Launched in these states. Work
is under construction for eating Sewerage capacity of 1187.33 (MLD).Hybrid
Annuity PPP Model based two projects has been initiated for Jagjeetpur, Haridwar
and Ramanna, Varanasi.

b. Creating River-Front Development-28 RiverFront Development projects and 33
Entry level Projects foranstruction, modernization and renovation of 182 Ghats and
118 crematoria have been initiated.

c. River Surface Cleaning:River Surface cleaning for collection of floating solid waste
from the surface of the Ghats and River and its disposal are afoot aretpogh
service at 11 locations.

d. Bio-Diversity Conservation:- Several BieDiversity conservation projects are
namely: Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation, Fish and Fishery
Conservation in Ganga River, Ganges River Dolphin Conservation Education
Programme has been initiated. 5 B} ver si ty eheadun,eNa@ra, a't
Allahabad, Varanasi and Barrackpore has been developed for restoration of identified
priority species.

e. Afforestation: Forestry interventions for Ganga through Wildlife Institute of India;
Central Inland Fisheries Research Institute andr€dar Environment Education has
been initiated.Forestry interventions for Ganga have been executed as per the
Detailed Project Report prepared by Forest Research Institute, Dehradun for a period
of 5 years (201:2021) at project cost of Rs.2300 Croré&rk has been commenced
in 7 districts of Uttarakhand for medicinal plants.

f. Public Awareness: A series of activities such as events, workshops, seminars and
conferences and numerous IEC activities were organized to make a strong pitch for
public outreach rmd community participation in the programme. Various awareness
activities through rallies, campaigns, exhibitiosfiram daan cleanliness drives,
competitions, plantation drives and development and distribution of resource
materials were organized and fevider publicity the mass mediums such as
TV/Radio, print media advertisements, advertorials, featured articles and advertorials
were publishedGange Themsongwas released widely and played on digital media
to enhance the visibility of the programme. NMCG ensured presence at Social Media
platforms likeFacebookTwitter, YouTubeetc.

g. Industrial Effluent Monitoring: The number of Grossly Polluting Industries (&P
in April, 2019 is 1072. Regulation and enforcement through regular and surprise
inspections of GPIs is carried out for compliance verification against stipulated
environmental norms. The GPIs are also inspected on annual basis for compliance
verification of the pollution norms and process modification, wherever required


https://www.youtube.com/embed/G8v1zHd4ZOk?autoplay=1;rel=0&showinfo=0
https://www.facebook.com/pages/National-Mission-for-Clean-Ganga/1502674319951269
https://twitter.com/cleanganganmcg/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdslrfFfeUDBQHNPDK6q8YQ
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through third party technical institutes. First round of inspection of GPIs by the third
party technical institutes has been carried out in 2017. Second round of inspection of
GPIs has ben completed in 2018. Out of 961 GPIs inspected in 2018, 636 are
complying, 110 are nenomplying and 215 are setfosed. Action has been taken
against 110 nowgomplying GPIs and is issued closure directions under Section 5 of
the E (P) Act. Online Contiuous Effluent Monitoring Stations (OCEMS)
connectivity established to CPCB server in 885 out of 1072 GPls.

h. Ganga Gram: Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation (MoDWS) identified 1674
Gram Panchayats situated on the bank of River Ganga in 5 State KhHtaoidUttar
Pradesh,Bihar, Jharkhand,West Bengal). Rs. 578 Crores has been released to
Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation (MoDWS) for construction of toilets in
1674 Gram Panchayats of 5 Ganga Basin States. Out of the targeted 15, 27,105
units, MoDWS has completed constructioh8, 53,397 toilets. Consortium of 7 lITs
has been engaged in the preparation of Ganga River basin Plan and 65 villages have
been adopted by 13 IITie develop as model villagedNDP has been engaged as the
executing agency for rural sanitation programme and to develop Jhakhandodel
State at an estimated cost of Rs. 127 Crore.

National Mission for Clean Ganga(NMCG) endeavors to deploy best available knowledge
and resources across the world for Ganga rejuvendiean Ganghas been a perennial
attraction for many international countries that have expertise in river rejuvenation. Countries
such as Australia, United Kingdom, Germany, Finlalsdael etc. have shown interest in
collaborating with India for Ganga rejuvenation. Memorandums of Understanding (MoUSs)
were signed with various Central Ministries viklinistry of Human Resource Development,
Ministry of Rural Development, Ministry of Raays, Ministry of Shipping, Ministry of
Tourism, Ministry of Ayush, Ministry of Petroleum, Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports,
Ministry of Drinking Water & Sanitation and Ministry of Agriculture for synergizing the
Government schemes.

Why we need "Namam Gange" programmes?
a. River Ganga has significant economic, environmental and cultural value in India.

b. Rising in the Himalayas and flowing to the Bay of Bengal, the river traverses a course
of more than 2,500 km through the plains of north and eastern India

c. The Ganga basinwhich also extends into parts of Nepal, China and Bangladesh
accounts for 26 per cent of India's landmass.

d. The Ganga also serves as one of India's holiest rivers whose cultural and spiritual
significance transcends the boundarieshefliasin.

Aim & Objective of NMCG

The aims and objectives of NMCG are to accomplish the mandate of National Ganga River
Basin Authority (NGRBA) are:

1. To ensure effective abatement of pollution and rejuvenation of the river Ganga by
adopting a river basinapproach to promote intsectoral ceordination for
comprehensive planning and management and

2. To maintain minimum ecological flows in the river Ganga with the aim of ensuring
water quality and environmentally sustainable development.


http://sbm.gov.in/sbmdashboard/NamamiGange.aspx
http://www.in.undp.org/content/india/en/home/operations/projects/environment_and_energy/ganga.html
http://nmcg.nic.in/about_nmcg.aspx
http://nmcg.nic.in/CleanGangaFund/index.html
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2. GANGA CULTURAL DOCUMENTATION

India is endowed with rich water resources with approximately 45,000 km long riverine
systems crissross the length and breadth of the country. The Ganga river basin is the largest
of the basins of India with an area of 8,61,452 Sqg.km in India, drainioghe 11 states of

the country, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Delhi, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and West Bengal. The Ganga river has
many tributaries, both in the Himalayan region before it entesptains at Haridwar and

further downstream before its confluence with the Bay of Bengal. The basin has a total
drainage length of about 624235.73 Sqg.km. The Ganga basin lies between east longitudes
nor t g maxenum kengtt ansl widtl ok 6 6

73A26 to 89A56 and

approx. 1,543 km and 1024 km. The average water resource potential of the basin has been

assessed as 525020 Million Cubic Meters (MCM).

Sl. Head Details Quantitative Information Remarks
1. | State Name: West Bengal - - -
Geographical Extensioof Bhagiratht N E
2. | Hugli N E i
3. | Areal coverage in 5km Buffer -
4. | Areal coverage in 10km Buffer -
5. | Total Number of Districts coverage 10 -
District Number of Length of i
PS/ Wards | Hugli River
A | Malda 04 88 Km -
. _ B | Murshidabad 13 520 Km -
B'Oslit(r:'gt WiSe "c I 'Nadia 09 112 Km i
Station & D Bard_dhaman 04 138 Km -
6. E | Hugli 09 91 Km -
Ward
coverage F | Haora 09 69 Km -
G | North24 Parganas 09 42 Km -
H | South 24 Parganas 09 110 Km -
| | Kolkata 144 Wards 20Km -
J | Purba Medinipur 06 92 Km -
7 Total Length of the Bhagirathilugli 1282 Km. i

River in the Lower Part

t

C
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2.G.INTANGIBLE CULTURAL DOCUMENTATION FOR NORTH 24 PARGANAS.
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CHAPTER 22 NORTH 24 PARGANAS
THROUGH AGES

There is ariver near it called the Ganges, and it rises and falls in the same way as the Nile.
On its bank is a markébwn which has the same name as the river, Ganges. Through this
place are broughmalabathrumand Gangetispikenardand pearls, and muslin of the finest
sorts, which are called Gangetic. It is said thagrte are golemines near these places, and
there is a gold coin which is callexltis.

AnonymousPeriplus of the Erythraean Se@ranslated byVilfred Harvey Schoff

According toPtolemys Geography written in the 2nd century A.D., the ancient land of
Gangaridi was stretched between the rivers Bhagitdigli (lower Gangey and Padma

Meghna. The modefrday 24Parganasvas the southern and the scetistern territory of that
legendary kingdom.

3
]

£y

. GANGETICVS SINVS

-MAGNY . ¥j
“STNVES =288

Map2:Pt ol emydés Map showing
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malabathrum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spikenard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Periplus_of_the_Erythraean_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wilfred_Harvey_Schoff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ptolemy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geography_(Ptolemy)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganges
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pargana
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Archaeological excavation at Berachampa village in Deganga PS proves that though the area
was not directly attached to the rule of theptas yet it could not shun their cultural
influence.Xuanzangc. 629685) visited 3MBuddhistBiharas and 100 Hindremples in

India and some of these were in the Greater 24 Parganas region.

The district was not a part &hashanka unified Bengali empire known &auda but it is
assumed that the district which was the sawist frontier territory of ancient Bengal, was
comprised in under the rule Bharmapaldestimated c. 77810). The Pala rule was not
quite strong in this part, as no excavation uncovered any of Buddhist Pala antiquities but
many Hindu Sena sculptures.

In the middle of the 16th century, Portuguese pirates began to invade addrphany of

the waterways and prosperous human settlements in the lower delta region. People left these
places out of the fear of being murdered, raped, or captured to be sold as slaves. The Basirhat
subdivision of North 24 Parganas suffered most fronms¢heormentsShrihari (Shridhar), a
Kayastha, was an influential officer in the service of Daud Khan Karrani. On the fall of Daud
he fled away with the government treasure in his custody. He then set up a kingdom for
himself in the marshy land to the extre south of Khulna district (1574) and assumed the

title of Maharaja. Pratapaditya succeeded to the kingship in 1574. The baharistan and the
travel diary of Abdul Latif and the contemporary European writers, all testify to the personal
ability of Pratapadya, his political preeminence, material resources. His territories covered

the greater part of what is now included in the greater Jessore, Khulna and Barisal districts.
He established his capital at Dhumghat, a strategic position at the conflueneeJaftbna

and Ichhamati before it was shifted to Ishwaripur.

Maharaja Pratapaditya, soon became one of the 12 feudal lords of Bengal who not only
declared their sovereignty from the Mughal Empire in the ruling of Jessore, Khulna, Barisal
and Greater 24 Pganas, but also fought and resisted the Portuguese in the early years of the
17th century. When he was finally defeated by the Mughals. Pratapaditya lost both the battles
of Salka and Magrahat. His fate was sealed and he was compelled to tender sulimission
Islam Khan at Dhaka. His kingdom was annexed. He probably died at Benares on his way to

Delhi from Dhaka, as a prisonef war to the Mughals.

After his death, Bhavanand Majumdar, who had been in the service of Pratapaditya, was

given the throne byraja Man Singh, and he later became the deurof the Nadiya Raj

12


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gupta_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xuanzang
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family Laksmikanta Gangopadhyay better known as Laksmikanta Roy Choudhury, the well
known Brahmin scholar who was the son of great saint Kamdev Brahmachari and also a close
associate of RajBasanta Ray, was given tax free jaigir of eight parganas, including the areas
in and around Kalikatah as GurudakshiyaRaja Man Singh in 1608.

The territory of Greater 24 Parganas were undeiStitgaon (ancient Saptagram, now in

Hugli district) adminstration during the Mughal era and later it was includedHugli

chakla (district under po$tlughal Nawabi rule) during the rule of Murshid Quli Khan. In
1757, after the Battle of Plassey, Nawab Mir Jafar conferred the Zamindari of 24 parganas
and janglimahals (small administrative units) upon the British East India Company. These
were Amirpur, Akbarpur, Balia, Birati, Azimabad, Basandhari, Baridhati, Bagjola, Kalikata,
Garh, Hatiagarh, Islampur, Dakshin Sagar, Kharijuri, Khaspur, Ikhtiarpur, Magura,
Medammalla, Maida, Manpur, Barasat, Madhyamgram, Muragachha, Pechakuli, Paikan,
Rajarhat, Shahpur, Shahnagar, Satal, New Barrackpore, Aharampur and Uttar Pargana. Since
then, this entire territory is known as Twe4ParganasThe treaty by which the sessitn
recorded says thaall the land lying to the south of Calcutta as far as Culpee, shall be under
the Zemindari of the English Company and all the officers of this Zemindari shall be under
their jurisdiction. The revenue to be paid by it (the companyhensame manner with other
Zemindarf.

The Parwana notifying effect to the Treaty mentions the name of the 24 units of granted land.
The District of 24Parganas started taking shape under Clause N8s&hd 9 of the
Regualtion of 1793. The respectiyarisdictions of the civil and criminal courts for the

district and revenue jurisdiction of the District Collector were demarcated by the Regulations.

In 1751, the Company assigned John Zephaniah Hoasekmindarof the District.In 1759,
after theBengali War of 17561757, the Company assigned it to Lord Clive as a personal
Jaghir (zamindari) and after his death it again came under the direct authority of the

Company.

In 1793, during the rule of Lord Cornwallisytee Sunderbans were in Twenty Pdrganas.
In 1802, some parganas on the western banks of Hugli were included into it. These
parganas were in Nadia earlier. In 1814, a separate collectorate was established in Twenty
four Parganas. In 1817, Falta and Baranagar and in 1820, sonmpatiNadia's Balanda

and Anwarpur were encompassed to it. In 1824, portions of Barasat, Khulna and

13



Report orintangible CulturaHeritage Documentation: DistrigtN.24 Parganas; West Bgal

Bakhargunge (now in Bangladesh) were also included to it. In 1824, the district headquarters

was shiftedfrom

Kolkata to
Baruipur, but in
1828, it was
removed to
Alipore. In 1834,
the district was
split into two

districts i

Alipore and
Barasat, but later
these were united

again.

In 1905, some
portion of this
district  around
the Sunderbans
was detached and
linked to Khulna
and Barishal.

These parts
remaned in
Bangladesh

territories where
Jessors

Bangaon was
joined to Twenty
24 Pargana after
the 1947

partition.In 1980, an administrative reform committee under the chairmanship of Dr. Ashok

MAP OF NORTH 24 PARGANAS DISTRICT

North 24 Parganas
Administrative Map

BANGLADESH :5

HOOGHLY

BANGLADESH

HOWRAH

Legend

Rail SOUTH 24 PARGANAS

National Highway
—— State Highway
.| District Boundary
" | River

Municipal Area
GP

30,000 Meters ‘\\\

Prepared By NRDMS, North 24 Parganas |

Mitra suggested to split the district into two and as perebemmendation of the committee
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in 1986, 1 March two districts North 24 Parganas (24 PGS (N)) and South 24 Parganas (24
PGS (S)) were created.

The North 24 Parganaswhich was included to the Presidency Division has been formed
with five subdivisions of the Greater 24 Parganas, namely Barasat Sadar (Headquarters),
Barrackpore, Basirhat, Bangaon, and Bidhannagar (a satellite township of Kolkata, popularly

known as SalLake).

2.1. Study Area:Our Study area covers the bank of North 24 Parganas district covering the
Barrackpur Subdivision. Barrackpore Subdivision, under District of North 24 Parganas in
the state of West Bengal, is an old and famous administrativeotgrrilotted with people

from almost all provinces of India. It is a place of historical significance in many ways, and
the revolt for independence of 1857 got off to a start from here, by the legendary martyr,
Mangal Pandey.

The present administrativetsup of this Sutbivision consists of 2 Blocksi Barrackpore |

& Il , 16 Municipalities’ Kanchrapara Municipality , Halisahar , Naihati , Bhatpara , Garulia
, North Barrackpur , Barrackpur Municipality , Titagarh Municipality , Khardah Municipality
, Panihati Municipality , New Barrackpur Municipality , North Dum Dum Municipality ,
Kamarhati Municipality , Baranagar Municipality , Dum Dum Municipality , South Dum

Dum Municipality ,One Cantonment Board, 13 Police Stations.

The Hugli River has been amportant waterway. Many industries came up on the banks of
this river; big jute and engineering factories were set up during the British period. The Dutch,
British, Portuguese and French businessman used this river as trade route. At one time the
Portuguse pirates became very powerful who used to loot traders. There were several types
of boats likePansi, Chhip, BajraSeveral water sports and competitions used to be held by
theZamindarsand theBabus Popular among them was tiBaich' competition (Rao1973).

There are mentions in tHiegadma Puramabout places on the eastern bank of the river. They
are: Bhatpara, Kankinara, Mulazore, Ichapore, Banki Bazar, Nimai Tirtha, Chanak,
Khardaha, Sukchar, Panihati, Kamarhati, Ariadaha etc. Some of the above cgi¢ towns

were famous business and trade centerH&ahati, Sukchar, Nemai Tirtha, Ariadaha as
mentioned in the old literature. During the British period, several industries came up

particularly of jute, paper, engineering etc. The Barrackpored8uigion thus became one of
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the first industrially prominent Subdivisions in Indiglap 5 : Location Map of North 24

Parganas.
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Plate 1¢ Bhagirathi Hugli River in Panihati , or Punya Hati .

Plate 2¢ Baranagar Sarbamangala Ghat
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CHAPTER 3 :CELEBRATED CITIZENOF
THE STUDY AREA

A. Citizens of the Studwrea:

The study areaf Barrackporesub-division have rich cultural heritage and ancient history. In
1871, Dinabandhu Mitra in hiSuradhonimade a brief mention of some places namely,
Halishahar, Garifa, Naihati, Bhatpara, Mulagptchhapur, Chanak, Khardah and Agarpara.
Much before Kolkata was developed as a town, places like Naihati, Halishahar, Kanchrapara,

and Bhatpara rose to prominence for numerous scholars, Sanskrit studies, and Nyaya studies.

Residences of illustrious pdits like Haladhar Tarka Churamani, Sen Shivananda,
Shivchandra Sarbabhoum, Mahamohopadhyay Panchanan Tarkaratna, Pramathanath
Tarkabhushan, Nandakumar Nyayschanchu, Mahamohopadhyay Haraprasad Shastri,
Harinath De and Binayotosh Bhattacharyyawere locatedn Barrackpore suldivision.

This subdivision also witnessed a remarkable spread of English education. The district that
gave birth to distinguished poets, authors and personalities took a pioneering role in
education, culture, politics and muskoet Krishnachandra Das, Ramprasad Sen, Rishi
Bankim Chandra Chattapadhyay, poet Ishwarchandra Gupta, poet Baldev Palit,
Khirodprasad Vidyabinod, Ramkamal Sen, Keshabchandra Sen, Troilokyanath
Mukhopadhyay, poet Satyendranath Dutta and Mohitlal Mazumdar, noveli$
Bibhutibhusan Bandyopadhyay, eminent freedom fighter and thinker Rashtraguru
Surendranath Bandyopadhyay, freedom fighter Pramathanath Mitra, Bipin Behari
Ganguli, Nagendrakumari Devi, Rani Rashmani, Mrinalkanti Ghosh and numerous

eminent personalities ithe postindepence period were born in this giitsision.

Here is the contribution of some of the important
personalitiesi

3a. Haraprasad Shastrii (6 December 1858 17

November 1931)He was also known as Hara
Prasad Bhattacharya, was an Indian academi
Sanskrit scholar, archivist and historian of Bengal

literature. He is most known for discovering th

Plate 3 : Haraprasad Shastr ",. ;
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Charyapada, the earliest known examples of Bengali literatufara Prasad Shastri was

born toa family that hailed fronNaihati in North 24 Parganas

Shastri studied at the village school initially and then at Sanskrit College and Presidency
College in Calcutta (now Kolkata). While in Calcutta, he stayed with the noted Bengali
scholar and sociakformer, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, who was a friend of Shastri's older
brother Nandakumar Nyayachunchu. Shastri passed entrance {&awnd) examination in

1871, First Arts, the undergraduate degree, in 1873, received a BA in 1876 and Honours in
Sangrit in 1877. Later, he was conferred the title of Shastri when he received a MA degree.
The Shastri title was conferred on those who secured a first class (highest grade) and he was
the only student in his batch (class) to do so. He then joined Harel @sheteacher in 1878.

Hara Prasad Shastri held numerous positions. He became a professor at the Sanskrit College
in 1883. At the same time, he worked as an Assistant Translator with the Bengal government.
Between 1886 and 1894, besides teaching at thek8aCollege, he was the Librarian of the
Bengal Library. In 1895 he headed the Sanskrit department at Presidency College.

During the winter 18989 he assisted Dr. Cecil Bendall during research in Nepal, collecting
informations from the private Durbarldrary of the Rana Prime Minister Bir Shumsher Jung
Bahadur Rana, and the total registration of manuscripts was later published as A Catalogue of
PalmLeaf and selected Paper Manuscripts belonging to the Durbar Library, Nepal (Calcutta
1905) with historich introduction by Cecil Bendall (including description of Gopal Raj
Vamshavali).He became Principal of Sanskrit College in 1900, leaving in 18(Q8in the
government's Bureau of Information. Also, from 1823924, he was Professor and Head of

the Departrant of Bengali and Sanskrit at Dhaka Univers@hastri held different positions

within the Asiatic Society, and was its President for two years. He was also President of
Vangiya Sahitya Parishad for twelve years and was an honorary member of the Rayal As
Society in London.Shastri's first research article was "Bharat mahila”, published in the
periodical Bangadarshan when he was a student. Later, Shastri became a regular contributor
to the periodical, which was then edited by the noted Bengali alBhokimchandra
Chattopadhyay, authoring around thirty articles on different topics, as well as novel reviews.
He was first introduced to research by Rajendralal Mitra, a noted Indologist, and translated
the Buddhist Puranas which Mitra included in the bdblke Sanskrit Buddhist Literature of
Nepal. Shastri was also Mitra's assistant at the Asiatic Society, and became Director of
Operations in Search of Sanskrit Manuscripts after Mitra's death
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Shastri was instrumental in preparing the Catalogue ofAth&tic Society's approximately
ten thousand manuscripts with the assistance of a few others. The long introduction to the

Catalogue contains invaluable information on the history of Sanskrit literature.

Shastri gradually became interested in collectingg BeEngali manuscripts and ended up
visiting Nepal several times, where, in 1907, he discovered the Charyageeti or Charyapada
manuscripts. His painstaking research on the manuscript led to the establishment of
Charyapada as the earliest known evidence ofgBE language. Shastri wrote about this
finding in a 1916 paper titledug & Comt Owgme GC@42 =Y. s

WYy el V& o ppd ~ meaning "Buddhist songs and verses written in
Bengali a thousand years ag&hastri was the collector and publisher of martyepotold

works, author of many research articles, a noted historiographer, and recipient of a number of
awards and tittesSome of his notable works were: Balmikir jai, Meghdoot byakshya,
Beneyer Meye (The Merchant's Daughter, a novel), Kancanmala (nSaehitra Ramayan,
Prachin Banglar Gourab, and Bouddha dharie. English works include: Magadhan
Literature, Sanskrit Culture in Modern India, and Discowvaryiving Buddhism in Bengal.

He also discovered an old paleaf manuscript of Skanda Purana iKahmandu library in

Nepal, written in Gupta script.

2.Harinath De - (12 August 187@ 30 August 1911) was an Indian historian, scholar and a
polyglot, who later became the first Indian librarian of

the National Library of India (then Imperiailtary)
from 1907 to 1911n a life span of thirty four years,
he learned 34 languagede was born in Ariadaha of
Kamarhati (in present North 24 Parganas district) neg
Kolkata. His father Roy Bahadur Bhutnath De was
government official in Raipur, Cematr Provinces (now
Chhattisgarh), where the family of young

Narendranath Dutta (future Swami Vivekananda) als

stayed in the same building, briefly from 1877 to HARINATH DE
1879.

SUNIL BANDYOPADHYAY
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He attended Raipur High School, and went to study at Presidesii®g€, Kolkata (then in

the University of Calcutta), followed by Christ's College. Cambridéepolvalot and
linguistic prodigy, he was expert in 34 languages, incli Plate 4 : Harinath De and western
languages such as Chinese, Tibetan, Pali, Sanskrit, Peksidn;, English, Greek, Latin, out

of which he was M.A in 14De was the first Indian Education Service officer among Indians.

He was Professor of English of Dhaka University and of Presidency College, Kolkata. He
was appointed the first lecturer of thewly created department of Linguistics of Calcutta
University in 1907. He was appointed the second librarian and first Indian librarian of the
Imperial Library, after the death of John Macfarlane, who was previously Assistant Librarian
of the British Musem, London, who was the first librarian of the newly merged Imperial
Library.In 1902 De published a new edition of Macaulay's Essay on Milton. In 1903 he
edited and published a new version of Palgrave's Golden Treasury. Then he translated Rihla,
the travelgue written by Ibn Battuta and Jalaluddin Abu Zafar Muhammad's boddkAli

to English. He ao worked on Arabic grammarfhe most important works of De included
writing an EnglisiPersian lexicon, translation of a part of Rig Veda with original slokas,
editing of Lankabatar Sutra, Nirbanbyakhya Shastram, etc. He also translated a few Sanskrit
plays to English like Vasavdatta of Subandhu and AlEmngShakuntalam of Kalidashlis

works, 88 volumes on literature, linguistics and Hinduism, are now parteofN#tional

Library of India, known as thEarinath Dey Collection.

3. Sadhok Ramprasad Sen ( 17237 c. 1775) was #&linduShaktapod and saint of
eighteenth centurgengal His bhaktipoems, known aRamprasadi are still popular in
Bengab they are usually addressed to the Hindu goddakand written inBengali Stories

of Ramprasad's life typically include legends and myths mixed with biographical details.

It is said that, Ramprasad was born infbaatricfamily, and showed an inclination towards
poetry from an early age. He became a disciplérishnananda Agamavagisha a Tantric
scholar andogi. Ramprasad became well known for his devotional songs, eventually
becoming theourt

poetof RajaKrishnachandraf Nadia His

life has been the subject of many stories
depicting his devotion to, and relationship

with, Kali. Ramprasad's literary works
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includeVidyasundarKali-kirtana,KrishnakirtanaandShaktigiti.

Ramprasad is credited with creating a new compositional form that combined the Bengali
folk style ofBaulmusic with classical melodies akttan. The new style took root in
Bengali culture with many poeomposers combining folk and ragased melodies, mixing
every common style of music from classical to sefassical and folk. I8 songs are sung
today, with a popular collecti@nRamprasadi SangftSongs of Ramprasad)sold

at Shaktatemples angbithasin Bengal.

Ramprasad Sen is regarded as one of the notable figures of the bhakti movement in Bengal
during the eighteenth centuiyle is credited with popularizing the bhakti Shakta traditionand
Shyama Sange@tdevotional songs to the goddess Kali. Ramprasad was the first Shakta poet
to address Kali with such intimate devotion, and to sing of her as a tender loving mother or

even as dittle girl. After him, a school of Shakta poets continued the-Khhkti tradition.

Ramprasad created a new compositional form that combined the Bengali folk style of Baul
music with classical melodies and kirtan. This new form took root in Bengaliretftir the

next hundred and fifty years, with hundreds of pamhposers combining folk and raga
based melodies, and bringing together styles of music that included classicat|asesical,

and folk. His poetic style has been described as "sweet, &railid unsophisticated",though

his lyrics were sung in classical style rather than a folk style. Two of his notable successors as

composers in the same style were Kamalakanta Bhattacarya and Mahendranath Bhattacarya.

Ramprasad's songs are known as Ramgra3de devotion to Kali often included as a
background the events in Bengal during his time, such as the Bengal famine of 1770,
economic hardships, and the deterioration of rural culture. His poems were very popular

during his lifetime.

Ramprasad's literg works includeVidyasundar (or Kalikamangala) (ca. sixth or seventh
decade of the 18th centurali-kirtana, the fragmentary Krishnkirtana, and Shaktigiti.
Kali-kirtana is a collection of lyric and narrative poetry describing the early life of Uma.
Krishnakirtana is an incomplete book of poems and songs to Kidshina complete
collection is yet to be discovered. Vidyasundara Kavya is written in a narrative style that was
already popular in Bengali literature, telling the traditional love story d&iand Sundaéa
children of kings who are aided by Kali in meeting, falling in love, and marrying. Shaktigiti

is Ramprasad's well known and respected work, in which he expresses his deepest feelings
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and love for Kali. In Shaktigiti, he shares the mostniatie relationship with Kadi a child

who can both love and quarrel with his mother over the inequities of human birth.

One of Ramprasad's hymns to the Goddess is as follows:

You'll find Mother In any house.
Do | dare say it in public?
She is Bhairavi with I8va,
Durga with Her children,

Sita with Lakshmana.

She's mother, daughter, wife, sigter
Every woman close to you.
What more can Ramprasad say?
You work the rest out from these hints

Another of his popular poems describes the human atterymderstanthe Goddess:

You think you understand the Goddess?
Even philosophers can not explain her.
The scriptures say that she, herself,
is the essence of us all. It is she, herself,

who brings life through her sweet will.

You think you understand her?
| can onlysmile, you think that you can
truly know her? | can only laugh!
But what our minds accept, our hearts do not.
Ants try to grasp the moon, we the goddess.

Ramprasad's songs are still popular in Beragal recited regularly in the worship of Kali.
ScholarShuma Chakrovarty notes that his songs are "broadcast over the radio and sung on
the streets and in the homes and temples of Calcutta by asewigm of peopk& children,

the elderly, housewives, businessmen, scholars, the illiterate, monks, houselawidetise

youth of all classes".Many of his songs were sung by po@iligama Sangeesingers like
Dhananjay Bhattacharya, Pannalal Bhattacharya, and Anup Ghosal. Still his master literature
combination of simple words in the songs melts one's hearts and floods the eye with tears. An

[anekantaladin reading of Ramprasad's texts is alsmtb
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4. Ishwar Chandra Gupta - Ishwar Chandra Gupta was born in a Baidya family. He was
brought up in his uncle's house after the death of his mother. Gupta spent most of his
childhood in Kolkata. At that time, poets were named Kobiwala an#tdhsvalas were not

so civilized in language. Sexual words and clashes were common. But Ishwar Chandra Gupta
created a different style of poetry.He started the newspaper Sambad Prabhakar with Jogendra
Mohan Tagore on January 28, 1831, which finally becardailg on June 4, 1839. Many
Bengali writers of the 19th century started their careers with that magazine. He reintroduced
into Bengali poetry the mediaeval style with double meaning (already seen in
Sandhyakaranandi and Bharatchandri® brought modernra of poetry irBengali He did

not describe the life of Gods and Goddesses, but the daily life of human beings. He also
wrote biographies of many Bengali poets amasiciansishwarchandra Gupta always satires

the soecalled modern class who blindly followed the colonial British power. In the early days
he was a conservative, opposing ¥wing Bengamovement a well as frowning on widow
remarriage. His views on widow remarriage put him at odds lalitvar Chandra
Vidyasagar He was one of the earliest advocatés Hindu view of Indian society. Later in

his life, his views began to change and he championed the cause for the remarriage of virgin

widows and women's education.

5. Rishi Bankim Chandra Chattopadhya - (26 June 1838 8 April 1894) was an Indian
novelist, poet and journalistHe was the composer Wande Mataram, originally
in Sanskritstotrapersonifyingindia as amother goddesand inspiring activists during

theIndian Independence Mement Chattopadhyay wrote thirteen novels and many serious,
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Chandra Chattopadhyaya and Durgadebi. His father, a

governmentofficial, went on to become the Deputy Collector of Midnapur. One of his
brothers, Sanjib Chandra Chattopadhyay was also a novelist and he is known for his famous
book "Palamau”. Bankim Chandra and his elder brother both had their schooling from
Hooghly llegiate School (then Governmental Zilla School), where he wrote his first poem.
He was educated at the Hooghly Mohsin College (founded by Bengali philanthropist
Muhammad Mohsin) and later at Presidency College, Kolkata, graduating with a degree in
Arts in 1858. He later attended the University of Calcutta and was one of the two candidates
who passed the final exam to becore school's first graduatdde later obtained a degree

in Law as well, in 1869. In 1858, he was appointed a Deputy Collector gthe g/pe of
position held by his father) of Jessore. He went on to become a Deputy Magistrate, retiring
from government service in 1891. His years at work were replete with incidents that brought
him into conflict with the ruling British. He was, howeverade a Companion in the Order

of the Indian Empire in 1894.

Plate7cwA a KA . FY1AY / KFEYyRNFQ& | 2das8 KI &

25



Report orintangible CulturaHeritage Documentation: DistrigtN.24 Parganas; West Bgal

6. Keshub Chandra Sen- ( 19 November 1838 8 January 1884) wasHindu philosopher
and social reformer who attempted to

incorporateChristian theologywithin the
framework of Hindu thought. Born a Hindu in
theBengal Presidenayf British Indiag  he
became a member of tBegahmo Samajn 1857
but  established his own  breakaway/
"Bharatvarshiya Brahmo Samaj" in 186hile
th
leadership oDebendranath Tagofevho headed
the Brahmo Samaj till his death in 1908).
1878 his followers abandoned him after the

the Brahmo Samaj remained under

underage child marriage of his déuer which

. Later in his life Keshab Chandra Seocame

under the influence dRamakrishnand founded

STUREOHDRKCOPY Cox Flnissas it

a syncretic "New Dispensation” inseit  pjate 8 : Keshab Chandra Sel
by Christianity andVaishnavbhakti and Hindu

practices. He was born on 19 November 1838 into an affluent Kayastha family

of Calcutta(now Kolkata). His family originallybelonged to Gariffa village on the banks of

the riverHooghly. His grandfather waBRamkamal Se(il783 1844), a well known pro
satiHindu activist and lifelong opponent Bam Mohan Roy His father Pary Mohan Sen

died when he was ten, and Sen was brought up by his uncle. As a boy, he attended the
Bengali Pathshala elementary school and later attedntetli Collegein 1845.

Keshub Chandra Sen was born on 19 November 1838 into an affluent Kayastha family of
Calcutta (now Kolkata). His family originally belongedGariffa village on the banks of the

river Hooghly. His grandfather was Ramkamal Sen 811844), a well known prsati

Hindu activist and lifedng opponent of Ram Mohan RoWlis father Peary Mohan Sen died
when he was ten, and Sen was brought up by his uncle. As a boy, he attended the Bengali

Pathshala elementary school and later attendedHCollege in 1845.
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In 1855 he founded an evening school for the children of working men, which continued

through 1858. In 1855, he beca@ecretary to the Goodwill Fraternity, a Masonidodge
associated with the Unitarian Rev. Charles Dall and a
Christian missionary Rev. James Long who also helped
Sen establish a "British Indian #aciation” in the
same yearAround thistime he began to be attracted to

the ideas of the Brahmo Sama.

Keshub Sen was also briefly appointed as Secretary of
the Asiatic Society in 1854. For a short time thereafter
Sen was also a clerk in the Bank of Bengal, but
resigned his post to devote himself exclusivety t
literature and philosophyOn ths, Professor Oman

who knew him well writes, "Endowed with an

emotional temperament, earnest piety, a gift of ready
speech and a strong leaven of vanity, Keshub Chunder Sen found the sober, monotonous
duties of a bank clerk intolerable, and very soon sbuigimore congenial field for the

exercise of his abilities.” and he formally jeshthe Brahma Samaj in 1859.

Flaie ¥ Branmo sabna On 24th January 1868, Keshub laid the foundation

stone of his new church, tA@abernacle oNew Dispensation and the newly

saints, the Homa ceremony, the Baptismal ceremony, thesLsugper, the
Flag ceremony, the Arati, the vow of Poverty, the Savitri Vrata, the Nightingale Vrata, and
other innovations. He mentions that this New Dispensation is "...a Divine message sent to
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India... It comes not to destroy but to fulfil the law ahé prophets." His most important
contribution is the habit of daily devotion. He felt the necessity of daily domestic devotion
and laid down the essential condition of domestic life inNaga Samhitén 1869,
universalism was further strengthened by mlidhg of four books Gour Govinda Roys'
work on the Gita, P C Mozoomdar's book The Oriental Christ, Aghor Nath Gupta's study on
Buddha and Girish Chandra Sen's Tapasmalde of Muslim saints and his Bengali
translation of Koran and Hadis. There wasoah Pilgrimage to the Saintspecial service

held in the memory of great men like Moses, Socrates, Sakya, The Rishis, Christ,

Muhammad, Chaitanya, Scientific men.

7. Kshirode Prasad Vidyavinode(12 April 186371 4 July 1927), bor#shirode Chandra

Bhattacharyavas aBengalilndian poet, novelist, dramatist and nationalist.

He was born Kshirode Chandra Bhattacharya in Khardah on 12 April 1863, to a Brahmin
family. He had pined Khardah Banga Vidyalaya and passed his upper primary examination

in 1874. Later he joined the Barrackpore Government School, after changing his middle
name and became known as Kshirode Prasad Bhattacharya. He passed his entrance
examination under theniversity of Calcutta in 1881, and for graduation, joined the General
Assembly's Institution, (now known as the Scottish Church College). After earning his
postgraduate degree from the University of Calcutta, he joined the Chandernagore Dupleix
College a3 its chemistry teacher, and subsequently taught at his alma mater, the General
Assembly's InstitutionAfter adopting a different surname Vidyavinode, he embarked on a
long and distinguished literary career, and wrote stories, dramas, novels and poems. Th
thespian on the Bengali stage, Sisir Bhaduri began his professional career with Kshirode
Prasaddos play Al amgir . Some of his notabl e
(Pratapaditya of Bengal), Palashir Prayashchitta (The Remorse of Plasseyridgbarand

Dada Didi (Brother and Sister). He also edited the journal Aloukik Rahasya (Tales of the
Supernatural). The British colonial regime banned Palashir Prayashchitta and Dada Didi
because of their antiolonial stances. He had joined the movemeatgsting the partition of

Bengal in 1905. He lived in Bagbazar, north Calcutta, and died on 4 July 1927 in Bankura.
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8. Sir Surendranath Banerjee-i A pi Il grim of freedom battl e.
the Indian National Congress achieved througheSord r a fi adsdrilied by Acharya
Jagadi sh Chandra Bose. A patriot, schol ar a
be remembered as one of the makers of modern

(10 November 1848 6 August 1925) was one of the earliest Indian political lesadaring

the British Raj. He founded the Indian National Association, through which he led two
sessions of the Indian National Conference in 1883 and 1885, along with Anandamohan
Bose. Banerjee later became a senior leader of the Indian National Cosgresslranath
welcomed MontagiuChelmsford Reforms, unlike Congress, and with many liberal leaders he
left Congress and founded a new organisation named Indian National Liberation Federation
in 1919. He was one of the founding members ofitidéan National Congress.The house

of Surendranath a¥lonirampur of Barrackpore ,North 24 Parganalas been converted

into the Mahadevananda Mahavidyalaya and Netaji Subhas Open University.

After graduating from the University of Calcutta, he

travelled to England in 1868, along with Romesh
Chunder Dutt and Behari Lal Gupta, to compete in the
Indian Civil Service examinations. He cleared the
competitive examination in 1869, but was barred gwin
to a claim he had misrepresented his age. After cleari '
the matter in the courts by arguing that he calculated j
age according to the Hindu custom of reckoning of@;
from the date of conception rather than from birthtisgs
Banerjee cleared the exam again 1871 and was
posted as assistant magistrate in Sylhet. Banerjee af@
attended classes at University College, London. He tod
his final exams in 1871 and returned to India in «,

1871. In 1874, Banerjee returned to London and Plate 11 : Statue of Surendranath
became a student at the MiddTemple. Banerjee was Banerjee

soon dismissed for making a minor judicial error. He went to England to appeal his
discharge, but was unsuccessful because, he felt, of racial discrimination. He would return to
India bitter and disillusioned with the British. Dugirhis stay in England (18v4875), he
studied the works of Edmund Burke and other liberal philosophers. These works guided him

in his protests against the British. He was known as the Indian Burke. Surendranath was
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influenced by the writings of Italian nanalist Giuseppe Mazzini. He studied the writings of
Mazzini in his stay in England (187875) on Anandmohan's suggestitipon his return to

India in June 1875, Banerjee became an English professor at the Metropolitan Institution, the
Free Church Instition and at the Rippon College, now Surendranath College, founded by

o 3 AN A ¥,

Plate 12{ dz2NBY RNJI y I 6K . I YyYySNBSSQa I yO0SaiNy

him in 1882. He began delivering public speeches on nationalist and liberal political subjects,
as well as Indian history. He founded the Indian National Association with Anandamohan
Bose, one of the earliest Indian political organizations of its kind, on 26 July 1876. In 1878 in
a meeting to preach the Indian people he said "The great doctrine of peace & goodwill
between Hindus & Musulmans, Christians & Paresees, aye between all s&dtions
country's progress. Let the word "Unity" be inscribed therein characters of glittering
gold........ There may be religious difference between us. There may be social difference
between us. But there is a common platform where we may all meet,atif@ml of our
country's welfare". He used the organization to tackle the issue of tHemggtor Indian
students appearing for ICS examinations. He condemned the racial discrimination perpetrated
by British officials in India through speeches all ovee tcountry, which made him very

popular.

In 1879, he founded the newspapEne Bengalee In 1883, when Banerjee was arrested for
publishing remarks in his paper, in cempt of court, protests and hartals erupted across
Bengal, and in Indian cities such as Agra, Faizabad, Amritsar, Lahore and Pune. He became
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the first Indian journalist to be imprisoned. The INC expanded considerably, and hundreds of
delegates from acrodsdia came to attend its annual conference in Calcutta. After the
founding of the Indian National Congress in 1885 in Bombay, Banerjee merged his
organization with it owing to their common objectives and memberships in 1886. He was
elected the Congress Brdent in 1895 at Poona and in 1902 at Ahmedabad. Surendranath
was one of the most important public leaders who protested the partition of the Bengal
province in 1905.Banerjee was in the forefront of the movement and organized protests,
petitions and extesive public support across Bengal and India, which finally compelled the
British to reverse the bifurcation of Bengal in 1912. Banerjee became the patron of rising
Indian leaders like Gopal Krishna Gokhale and Sarojini Naidu. Banerjee was also one of the
seniormost leaders of the moderate Congrésshose who favoured accommodation and
dialogue with the Britishd after the "extremistst those who advocated revolution and
political independencd led by Bal Gangadhar Tilak left the party in 1906. Banernjas an
important figure in the Swadeshi moveméntadvocating goods manufactured in India
against foreign products and his popularity at its apex made him, in words of admirers, the

uncrowned king of Bengal

9. Bipin Behari Ganguly (5 November 1887 14 Jnuary 1954) was a memberloflian
independence movemeautd a politician. He was born Hualisahar North 24 pgs on 5
November 1887. His father's name was Akshaynath Gandwdya close associate of
Barindra Kumar Ghosh and Rashbehari Bose he took active part in the revolutionary
activities. He had a direct connection to the inciddike Muraripukur conspiracy and the
bomb case. He was the founder member of Atmonnati Samiti, a secret revolutionary society
and a fraction of Jugantar Group. During the beginning of World War | (1918), the

Indian revolutionaries decided to do salmeg daring which would result in the procuration

of a sufficient number of firearms for their cause of the struggle for Indian Independence.
Already the scenario of protest against the British Rule had increased to an extreme after the
1905 partitionoBe nga l . It started with sedition case
charging leaders like Aurobindo Ghosh and Bipin Bihari Ganguly to prove their involvement
in promoting protests against the Government. Bipin Bihari Ganguly was imprisoned for 6
morths. Bipin Behari Ganguli planned a daring armed robbery on 24 August 1914. The
robbery is known a¥Rodda company arms heist". The heist took place on 26 August 1914

and was a very sensational incident. The Statesman, in its edition on 30 August 1914

descibed the heist as "The greatest daylight robbery”. In 1925, the robbery of car by the
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Jugantar group and in the office of a Businessman in Beliaghata, Kolkata, he assisted
Jatindranath Mukherjee. He was arrested for those incidents with arms. Bipin 8ahgtili

joined the Indian National Congress during the Mmoperation Movement in 1921 and
presided over at the conference of Bengal State Committee in 1930. He joined at the Quit
India movement in 1942. He was imprisoned at Mandalay, Rangoon and Alopa2d

occasions throughout his life.

Bepin Bihari Ganguly Anukul Chandra Mukherjee Srish Chandra Paul Girindra Nath Banerjee

Haridas Datta Prabhu Dayal Himmat Singhka Kalidas Basu Narendra Nath Banerjee Bhujanga Bhusan Dhar

Plate13- Bipin Behari Ganguli planned a daring armed robbery on 24 August 1914.
robbery is known a¥Rodda company arms heist"

10. Rani Rashmoni(28 Septemberl793 i 19 February 1861) was the founder of
theDakshineswar Kali Temp&olkata and remained closely associated wihi
Ramakrishna Paramharastier she appointed

him as the priest of the temple. Her other mm":’i‘w’f"’m“ﬂﬁ"oe

> 3,

>

construction works include theonstruction of
a road fromSubarnarekha Riveo Purifor the
pilgrims, Babughafalso known as Babu
Rajchandra Das Ghat)hiritola
GhatandNimtala Ghafor the everyday

bathers at th&anges She also offered

Plate 14 : Rani Rashmoni

32


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dakshineswar_Kali_Temple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kolkata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Ramakrishna_Paramhansa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sri_Ramakrishna_Paramhansa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subarnarekha_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Babughat
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ahiritola_Ghat&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ahiritola_Ghat&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nimtala_ghat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganges

Report orintangible CulturaHeritage Documentation: DistriGtN.24 Parganas; West Bgal

considerable charity to the Imperial Library (now Ni&tional Library of Indig, the Hindu

College (nowPresiagkncy University.

She was born on 28 September 1793. Her father, Harekrishna Das, lived in Kona village, in
preseriday Halisahar, North 24 Parganas Exceptionally beautiful, she was married to
Babu Rajachandra Das (Marh) of Janbazar, Kolkata, a membexedlthy zamindar family,

when she was eleven years old. They had four daughters. The daughters were Padmamani,
Kumari, Karunamoyee and Jagadamba. Padmamani was married to Ramchandra Ata. Kumari
was married to Pairimohan Chowdhury, and she died earl§88Y. Karunamoyee was
married to Mathurmohan Biswas (or Madhmohan Biswas). She died in 1833 after
childbirth, and after her death, her younger sister Jagadamba was married to her husband
Mathurmohan Biswas. After her husband's death in 1836, Rashwmmhicharge of the
zamindari and finances. She was 49 years in age at that time. She soon proved herself a
capable administrator. While the prestige of the zamindari grew, Rani Rashmoni, being very
pious from childhood, continued to lead an extremely mligiand austere life, befitting a
widow in Bengali Hindu society. Rani Rashmoni died on 19 February 1861. The Rani and
her clashes with the British in India became household tales in her time. By blocking the
shipping trade on a part of Ganges she comghelie British to abolish the tax imposed on
fishing in the river, which threatened the livelihood of poor fishermen. When Puja
processions were stopped by the British on the charge that they disturbed the peace, she
defied the orders. The British had totldraw the penalty imposed on her in the face of

public opposition and rioting in her support.

Rani Rashmoni also had to her credit numerous charitable works and other contributions to
society. She oversaw the construction of a road from SubarnarekhtorReri for pilgrims.

She funded the construction of ghats such as Babughat (in memory of her husband), Ahiritola
Ghat and Nimtala Ghat for the daily bathers in the Ganges. She donated generously to the
then Imperial Library (now the National Library ohdia) and Hindu College (now
Presidency University). Prince Dwarkanath Tagore had mortgaged a part of his Zamindari in
now South 24 Parganas (part of pres#ay Santoshpur and adjoining areas) to Rani
Rashmoni for his passage to England. This part of Mhtth was then a part of the
Sunderbans was marshy and almost uninhabitable except for some families of thugs who
found the area convenient to stay and venture out for plunders in far away places mounted on

stilts. Rani Rashmoni persuaded these families lzelped them to build up fisheries in the
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surrounding water bodies that later turned into large rich bheris. They gradually gave up their
‘profession’ of plundering and transformed into a community of fishermen. This was a great
social reform that the Ra had initiated. A divine revelation led her to found the famous
temple Dakshineswar Kali Temple complex on the banks of the Ganges at Dakshineswar in
the North 24 Parganas. Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa (then known as Gadadhar) was
appointed its head prieshder her patronage. Though having such a great spiritual nature the
society then had discriminated her. Being born in CKa#bartta family (Mahishyas) and

being a middlecaste Shudra origin, no Brahmin was ready to be the priest in her temple. Rani
Radimoni's House at Janbazar was venue of traditional Durga Puja celebration each autumn.
This included traditional pomp, including alight jatras (folk theatre), rather than by
entertainment for the Englishmen with whom she carried on a running feud hafteleath

in 1861, her sonm-law took to celebrating Durga Puja in their respective premises

Vidyadhar Bhattacharya- (16931751) was the chief architect and city planner

of Jaipur Rajasthan A Bengaliarchitect, who hailed frorNaihati of, he was already
working in the Amer state as Junior Auditor when approachdddharaja Sawai Jai Singh

II'in 1727 to build one of the earliest planned cities of India. Along Sitttsamuel Swinton

Jacob he is credited as the architectGify Pdace, Jaipur He used principles @hilpa
ShastraandVaastu Shastrtb create a gridbased modebf city.The Vidyadhar Garden,
located at Ghat ki Guni, near Galtaji, was built in memory of Purohit Vidyadhar
Bhattacharya. Built in 1988, the garden was designed based on "Shilpa Shastra", the ancient
book on Indian architecture that Vidyadhar Bhattaghaeferred to while designing the pink

city of Jaipur. Before the garden was built, the area, situated close to the Sisodia Garden, was

believed to be a vineyard.

The garden, nestled in the lap of a valley in Jaipur, has crystal waters, tranquil lakes, fl

beds and well maintained gardens. It offers a panoramic view of the city. The garden is the
perfect combination of contemporary Hindu and Mughal styles with its beautiful sylvan
lakes, terraced lawns, fountains and the majestic pavilions with loghi&is murals and
paintings. The place is managed by the government of Rajasthan and was used to host private

gettogethers, but now it is banned by the government of Rajasthan
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Plate 15 Jaipur City Palace
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B. Important Visitors of the Study ar ea

APujilo Nimaitirtha koria uttam
Neemgaache dekhe joba oti anupam
Chanak bahiya jai buduniar desh
Tahar mel an bahe aakna Mahesh. 0
Manasavijay Bipradas Piplai , 1495

Chanak or Barrackpore vil |Padgmmrarnitten inm496.t i on e c
Among the places mentioned in VijayNmgptads ¢
Tirtha (known as Manirumpur now), Chanak (known as Barrackpore now),
Kumarhatta, Bhatpara, Mulajore (now known as Shyamnagar), Sukhchar, Kamarhati,

Ichhapur, Nawabganj or Bakibazar, Ariadaha. | n Bi pr a dMasasafijaypHea i 6 s
author mentioned many places along the banks of the Ganges while Chgadsada

sailing his boat towards Singhal. Among them is Chanak vill&geChaitanya halted at

Panihati Mohotsavtala Ghattwice, once in A.D. 1515 on his way to Puri and another time

when going to Vrindaban from Puri via Gaud. He came here in the mori{arok and

stayed in the house of Raghav Pandit, his disciple. The image of Madan Mohan worshiped by

Sri Chaitanya in the house of Raghav, as also the Samadhi of Raghav under a canopy of

Madhabi creepers can still be seen in the Raghav Bhawan or Pat Bari.
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Sri Nityananda also came here in A.D. 1516 when he was on a missionary errand for
spreading religion of love in Gaud. Raghunath Narayandev, a renowarachdar of
Saptagram met Nityananda under anf&n Tree by the Ganga. On Nityananda's advice, the
zamindar distributed chira & curd to the pilgrims assembled there in the month of Jyaishtha
of 1517. The festival is celebrated still now and it's calleddaddtsav. The commemorative
festival recalling Sri Chaityanya's visit to Raghav Bhawan on his way back from Puri is
celebrated since 1321 B.S. in the Bengali month KaBécause of holy footsteps of Shri
Chaitanna, Nityananda and subsequent movements '# great pilgrim centre of the
Vaishnavas. There are the famdsyattha (Peepal)and Bat (Banyan) trees on the bank of

the river whereSri Chaitanya and Nityananda supposedly had rested for some time. The
place has been referred to in different Vaistandooks, namely, Chaitanya Mangal,
Chaitanya Bhagavat, Chaitanya Charitamrita, Bhakti Ratnakar, Chaitanya Chandrodaya
(drama), Bansi Bistar by Nityananda, Vaishnava Namdeva by Debaki Nanda and Vaishnava
Achar DarpanShri Ramkrishna Paramansha also visaed participated in the chida mela.

Ref: West Bengal District Gazetteers 24 Parganas,
Edited By Dr. Barun De, March 1994.

Plate 17 Asvattha(Peepal)and Bat(Banyan)rees on the bank of the river whe@ri Chaitanyand
Nityanandasupposedly had rested for some tinfeyamarani dasj Iskon
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Sri Ramakrishna had visited Panihati and participated in the Chira Utsav or Danda
Mahotsab, incarnated with Sri Chaitanya Dev and Sri Nityanada Mahaprbahu. Sri
Ramkrishna was invited by Moni Sen a bhakta and Rasatdar of Sri Ramkrishna after demise
of Mathur Babu, residigp near the Mahotsavtala. First visit was in 1858 which is described in
Sri Ramkrishna Lila Prasanga. His visit at 1883 is described at Sri Ramkrishna Kathamrita. It
is noted in the above publications of the profound spiritual experiences at the Mahatsobtal
during the visits. In other places we also find

the high regards towards Panihati being the
holy place sanctified by Sri Chaitanna Deb,
Nityananda, Raghab Pandit.

Sri Ramakrishna attended Mohotsast last

time in June, 1885 when he was accompanied
by Narendra Nath (Vivekananda) and 24

Plate 22 : Ramakrishna in Sangkirtan , Haller Other disciples. All of them came by boats
Goswami along the Ganga from Dakshineswar.

Besides Narendra Nath other femous
disciples who used to accompany Sri Ramakrishnudled Balaram Basu, Girish Chandra
Ghosh, Mohendranath Dutta (Srimo the writer of RamKrishna kathmirta) Swami
Abhedananda, Swami Brahmananda, Swami Abhutananda, Joginmaa and Gopal Maa.

He halted in the
house of Mani
Sen and later
joined the Kirtan
and visited g%
Raghav Pang
House There are

references in

Ramakrishna
Kathamrita and
writings of
Swami
Saradananda of
the Samadhi of
Sri Ramakrishna

Plate 23 Chira Utsav or Danda Mahots@&hat , Panihati
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and his Kirtan. Sri Ramakrishna referred Mohotsav Utsav as very Sacred and insisted his
disciples and bhaktas to visit the Panihati and participate in Danda Mahatsob.

Mahatma Gandhi and Sodepur-The Sodepur Khadi Partisthan has a sdquaace in the

life of Mahatma Gandhi and Indian Freedom Struggle. Sodepur Khadi Ashram which
Gandhiji called his 2nd home and stayed here when he used to come at Calcutta. Mahatma
Gandhi inaugurated Kalasala at Sodepur Khadi Pratisthan which was neguG&ailway

Station on a plot of 15 Bigha, on 2nd January, 1927 in presence of Pandit Matilal Nehru,
Srinivas lyengar, Congress president, Sir P. C. Roy and others. Three addresses, from
Panihati Municipality, the Anti Malaria Association and anothetitutson, were given to
Gandhiji. His speech at the inauguration ceremony touched the 6,000 pepole gathered and
still relevant to day.He had visited Sodepur Khadi Pratisthan several times in 1939, 1945,
1946 and 1947. Gandhiji satayed at Sodepur crucigs th@fore independence from 9th
Aug'1947 to 13th Aug'1947 before moving to the riot affected Beliagtéte 2 : Gandhiji

at Sodepur Khadi Pratisthan

143. Addressing the prayer mieeting .at Sodepur. H1age A pRCECIE RS UG AR
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Many top leadres of India hacbme at Khadi Ashram for discussions/ meetings: Subhas

Chandra Bose, Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru, Sardar Ballav Bhai Patel, Sarat Chandra Bose,

\.
\~\~4‘_ L t %

Plate 25 : The historic meet of Netaji and Gandhiji

Shyamaprasad Mukherjee, G. D.
Birla, Jamanlal Bajaj, Khan abdul
Gaffar Khan, Sarojini Naidu,
Shurabordi, Dr. Rajemd Prasad,
Bidhan Chandra Roy, P. C.
Ghosh and others.There are many
letters and comunications which
were witten by Mahtama Gandhi
at Sodepur. He went to Panihati
Mahotsab Tala Ghat or Gouranga
Ghat from Sodepur Khadi
Ashram on foot on 18th January
1946 anl was shown the old Bata
Tree, venerated by the
Vaishnavas, on the bank of
Ganga. He was also shown
several things said to have been
used by Sri Chaityanya there.
Then Chairman of Panihati
Municipality ~ Sushil  Krishna

Ghosh and Phanindranath Mukherjee wibiee main organisers of the visit. Khadi Pratisthan

was setup by Satish Chandra Dasgupta, an expert chemist who was superintendent of Bengal

Chemicals and Pharmaceutical works in Maniktala in North Calcutta decided to give up

employment and setup an Ashrdan spinning, weaving and materials of Khadi as well as

other Cottage Industrial Commodities. He located his Swadeshi enterprise at a part close to

Calcutta, from where his commodities would be marketed. This was the Khadi Pratisthan at

Sodepur.
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The history of Barrackpore was further enhanced by the immersibtalbhtma Gandhi's
Asheshere on the 12th February, 1948, afterdesnise on the 30th January, 1948 (2 k.m

east of the Station, Talpukur) and establishment of the Gandhi Memorial Museum (3 k.m.

Al

GANDHI GHAT, BARRACKPORE

west of the Station, Mistrighat More) commemorating the Father of the Nation (as declared
by Netaii Subash Chandra Basu).

The Ganhi Museum at
Barrackpore is the mai
resource centre in easte
India and perhaps the mo
organised  Museum 0
Gandhiji in our country. The
Museum has in its collectio
huge materials on th
Mahatmai more than 800
photographs, original, use
articles of the Mahatma,
historic, rare and valuabl
collections in its aalleries.

Plate 27 : Gandhi Museum
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Peneti or Panihatiin the study areahas a special place in the life Babindra Nath as
depicted by Rabindra Nath in his book (Jibon Smriti or My reminiscences).

Rabindranath Tagervisited this garden house in his boyhood in order to avoid an epidemic
of Dengu fever, than prevailing (1972) in Calcutta. That was his first acquaintance with

the outside world. He visited this place for the second time on 29 May 1919, that iaythe d
preceding 30 May 1919 when he forsook the Knighthood in protest against the
Jalianwallabagh killing in Punjab. He was accompanied by P.C. Mahalanbis at that time. He
visited this building for the third time on 5 March 1933 to attend the marriage ceyerhan

girl of the Ashram. He also planted a mango tree there on that day. It has some marble rooms
and 2 tanks within the area. It has altogether 14 living rooms and 2 halls at present (1977).
Rabindranath in his boyhood days at the age of 11 yearscéirse to Peneti Bagan bari
which he referred in

his  book  "Jibon
Smriti"  later  on,

which gives a very

fond memory of
Kabiguru about

Peneti or Panihati. An

- — gy B

- | : @ imposing twestoried

' u | l l‘ “ building with  big
columns and a
spacious garden, on
the bank of the river,

now howes Gobinda

Plate 28 : Garden House , Sukhchi Kumar Home. This
building was once a garden house of Asutosh De, son of the merchant Ramdulal De of
Calcutta. It was then called Mokshadham, though people called it Chhatubabu's garden house
after Asutosh Deb who was called Chhatubabu or Shtulfaobinda Kumar Chaudhuri, the
zamindar of Serpur in Mymensingh District (Bangladesh) purchased the garden house on 22
February 1886. His son Gopal Das Chaudhury handed it over on 29 March 1928 to a Board
of Trustees to establish Gobinda Kumar Home aftername of his father, housing destitute

women.
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The Gobinda Home has been declared as the heritage home. He inaugurated the Basanti
Cotton Mill in Panihati on 8 August 1934.

2 e . S - < il

Plate 29 & 30 Gobin

do Home , Panihati , Bust of Rabindranath Tagore
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A historic town, Barrackpore has been a witness to numerous incidefmMawab
Sirajdaullah took the route of Barrackpore before launching assaults on the Fort William in
Kolkata on June 20, 1756. In 1790, Lord Cornwallis sent his troops on the sea route from
Barrackpore to Madras to fight against Tipu Sultan. However, this town is partiduianyn
because of the memories of Sepoy Mutiny which fuelled the revolt against the British across
the country.

The town came into being with the setting upboBar r ac k por e inQ&b.tAo n me nt
board was formed to run th&8&af€andoamdntHoAr dwbd
were set up. In 1798, Lord Wellesley was appointed as Gov&eoeral of India.
Fascinated by the beauty of Barrackpore, he built many palatial buildings and elegant gardens
here. A serpentine Lake was about to be built atididitg. However, Lord Wellesley had to

leave India at the behest of the British government a few days after he set about doing the
work. Later, whoever came to India as GoverG@neral, they took serious initiative for the
beautification of the town. A lsudriven by three horses was introduced from Barrackpore to
Esplanade on Novemner 22, 18Bate 30 :

Plate3ld ' T OAOT T O ' AT AOAI 860 (1 O0A Q 0AOE AO
Locker. 1808. Courtesy: British Library
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In 1785, Sir John Mcpherson bought 23@ha land at Rs 2500 from Captain John Inter in
order to build a house for the commandechief of Barrackpore. Sir John Shore also
purchased ninbigha land adjacent to it in 1797. During the time of Lord Wellesl&p&

1805), the amount of land was increased to 1008 bighas. He wanted to build a spectacular
park emulating parks in England. Various kinds of plants were brought to this park from
abroad. A srpentile lake was created with small mound. Barrackpore ToatkvRas built to
connect with Kolkata. Then the construction began to build a huge Latbhaban like Kolkata.
However, the authorities in Engpawnnrndd do RBmah a
Leaving the project incomplete, Lord Welleslwy went baok England in 1895.Lord
Cornwallis demolished the incomplete house after he took over as Comnnactiesf of

British India. He however built a temporay house close to it which gradually became
Laatbhaban. Later Lord Hastings revamped this house andabudviary in the park. Lord
Auckland (183€1842) constructed a balcony on the west side and Lord Ripon-{1588
built staircases -1810dFought electridty totthe La@thh@akda® and
made it a spectacular house.

The 6Barrackphbanmae bRgarnkd bas now been named a
West Bengal Police Training College and Detective Training College are located in this
Uddyan. Training for State Armed Constabulary is also being given at this Uddyan.

Plate 32This photogaph of Government House in Barrackpore was taken in the 1860s by Samu
Borne.British Library.
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In 1804, Lord Wellesly built a zoo at Barrackpore. He brought eminent biolBoasicis

Buchanani n order to set up a centre for biol og)

used to move around this place riding an
memories of the zoo still today. Two British ladieEmily Eden and Lady Canning-- are

also associated with the history of the town. When Lord Auckland came to India in 1835, his
sister Emily accompanied him. Lord Auckland set up Eden School and put Emily at the helm
of the school. The school is now knownBesrackpore High school Lady Ederestablished

a library for the public. Lady Canning also had an intimate connection with Barrackpore.
Lord Canning came to India as Goventaeneral in 1856. His wife was a scholar and she
was struck by the charm of Barrackpore. She used to come to Baorackvery weekend

with latest cameras. She made special efforts to beautify Barrackpore Park. Her burial place

at the Mangal Pandey Garden still attracts visitors.

Here is a colourful descr i pt Parkmt BarfackporecAhckeeetahdstchas
a deer witflhuntsmen on horseback and elephant at Barrackpore, located 14 miles from Calcutta &
originally a permanent barracks. When Marquess Wellesley took over the Com+imaderi e f 6 s r
1801, he decided to makenprovements to the area. He created a summer residence for future Gov
General sé and he Iwhile dddlicgaap evihry, ta hmenaggrée raddeantiseatre. As a re
Barrackpore Park became a popular place for leisure igjrgwcluding organised hunts, as seen in this ime
Wat ercol our by Si 11848 panted irc180PIate©381 v (1781
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A handcoloured print of Aviary at Barakpur Park with gardeners at work in foreground, from the Fiebig Collg
Views of Calcutta and Surrounding Districts, taken by Frederick Fiebig in 1851. Barrackpore, 24 km to the |
Calcutta on the river Hoddy, was originally permanent barracks for the British army and later became the sy
residence of the British Governor Generals. Marquess Wellesley was British Ge@amenal in Calcutta from 179
to 1805, and made many improvements to Barrackpore Alfary was one of the improvements to Barrackpore
also designed the 'English Style' Park and added a theatre and a menagerie toRleaBzh.

Emily Eden 8 March 17971 5 August 1869)was an
English poet and novelist who gave witty accounts
English life in the early 19th century. She wrote
celebrated account of her travels in India, and two no
that sold well. She was also an accomplished amg
artist. Born in Westminster, Egh was the sevent
daughter oWilliam Eden, 1st Baron Aucklandand his
wife Eleanor Elliot. She was the gregeatgreataunt of
Prime Minster Anthony Eden

In her late thirties, she and her sister Fanny travelle
India, where her brothgBeorge Eden, 1st Earl d
Aucklandwas in residence there as Gover@mneral
from 1835 to 1842. She wrote accounts of her timeg
India, later collected in the voluni¢p The Country:
Letters Written to Her Sisterdm the Upper Provinces @
India (1867). While the emphasis of her Indian writin
was on travel descriptions, local colour and details of
ceremonial and social functions that she attendeldie
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Charlotte Canning, CountessCanning (néeStuart; 31 March 1817 18 November 1861)
was a British artist and the firgicereineof India. She was one of India's most prolific
women artistsi two portfolios in theVictoria and
Albert Museuntontain some 350 watercolours by
her, the result of four major tours in the country. Her
husband wa€harles Canning who served
asGovernorGeneral of Indidrom 18% to 1858 and
then as Viceroy of India until 186Rlate ®

As the elder daughter of the British ambassador to
France, she was born and raised in Paris. She moved
to England with her family in 1831, marrying
Canning four years later. From 1842 to5%8 Lady
Canning served as lady of the
Bedchambeto Queen Victorieand was davourite of

the monarch. She moved @alcuttain 1856 upon her
husband's appointment, and two years later she
became India's first vicereine when the country fell
under control of the Btish Crown. As an artist and
botanist Lady Canning collected flowers and plants
during her frequent trips around India, while drawing the natural scenes around her. She
became ill shortly before her scheduled return to England, and dredlafiain Calcutta.

Her death was widely reported in England, where she was exemplified as a symbol of
feminine virtue in the/ictorian era A type of Indian dessettedikeni, is named after her.

Plate J: She was buried on the grounds of Barrackpore, in a small garden her ht
described as a "beautiful spot" that looked upon a river she "was so fond of dra
However ,hergave was transferred to Calcutt a
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CHAPTER4 - ARTS AND CRAFTS IN
NORTH 24 PARGANAS

A. Crafts 1 Existing Crafts of the Study Area

The existence of traditional crafts in north 24 parganas is much lesser incomparison to other
districts in West Bengal. Although there were several clusteheindmade crafts before the
colonization following rampant industrializatiofmainly jute}, urbanization, arrival of

migrated labours from other provinces tbe colonial interest. Noticeahlthe areas adjacent

to bank of river Hooghly werenuch affected since late 19th century. Craft production is
necessarily tied with thpattern of daily life. So, the separation between "Craft" and "life" is

only colonially engendered. The British civilesr v a n t O6Mall ey in his
{1914} had also identified few handmade products such as embroidered needle work called
6Chi kand, pr oduct qLotks)oear Stdeparslacks attDundamusicgla r h
instruments at Baranaga€ashipurand Sinthi.The decline of handcraft traditions in the river
adjacent localities of the distribappened gradually after the colonial advent. But handful of
craftsarestibr eval ent i n some rur al segments in th
thebanks of Hooghly river. The reason is the displacement of artisans {weavingotiesy,
toymaking, metal utensils, basketry etc.} from urban sectors to sachlision However, in

the process of area survey evidenced few residues of handmadenctiadt urban segments

{from Branagar to Bijpur} near the river banks aespectively
. The existing crafts are respectively as follows

1, Jewelry- Gold and silver jewelry {mainly in Shyamnagar and Naihati}

2, Khadi {Sodepur}

3, Pottery and deitymaking {Shyamnagar, Naihati and Halisahar}

4, Bamboo work to produce fishing instruments and bucketry {by the Muslim
community in the Belle village of Naihati}

5, Conch or Sankho {Barrackpore}

6, Making of musical instruments {Branagar and Naihati}

7.FishNet making
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1. Clay Pottery and Deity making- Every village, of almost every districts of South Bengal,

has a potter (Khumbar or Kumhar) who 'wheels' out an amazing variety of household utensils
and other objects of utility. The rich traditions of pottery are found in both the banks of
BhagirathiHugli River . Each area has different styles of pottery. Local traditions and the
type of clay available influence the shapes, forms and the decorative designs . The potter,
Kumbhar, as we will see is an integral part of the life of the people.

a. Clay Pottery1 Bhar ( Clay Pots )are widely prepared all along the banks of Bhagirathi
Hugli River. i. In our study area , KumorparaGouripur in Naihati Municipality has a
significant clay pot making hub. The major ingredient used for the pot makind3atemati

{clay with sand}, Atamati {sticky clay collected fromaddy field}.The products are sold in

Plate 38 Bhar/Pot making by the artisans in Naiha2°53'19.26"N 88°25'2.32"E

the local markets usually in the tea awdeet shops. In the early days the handmade wheels

or chak were used for making the pots but now electric wheels are used which results in
higher production . Other than hammer to soften up the clay no other instruments are used for
pot making. These astins are said to be as the descendants of Vishwakaengod of
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crafts. These group of potters never run their wheel in the monBoighkh following

Bengali calendar {April} as it is the month of marriage of Lord Stawd Parvati.
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Plate 3% Bhar making in the handmade Vati ( furnace)

Plate 4@ Bhar making in progress
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Ramesh Pandit and Sarju Pandit jfilve hereditary artisans of Gouripur have their ancestors
migrated almost hundred years back from Bihar. In our interview they stated that though this
craft of making clay pots are echo friendly but now losing their local markets because of
declining demads. This traditional craft is facing huge competition from paper and plastic
cups mostly because of low cost and easy production. In order to stay in the market they keep
minimum profit for their production. This craft requires immediate revival and dfieatson

from getting extinction.
ii. Bhar Patti at Titagarh - 22°44'20.81"N 88°22'2.04"E

Plate 41 Adjoining River Bhagirathi hugli there is an entire colony of clay potiey mostly prepare
bhar s (Earthen cups) / Diyas (earthern lamps ) , pots etc.
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Plate 4% Diyas are also prepared and sold in adjoinimayket
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Stella Kramrisch had mentioned the deity making developed from the handmade toy making which is

timeless and it is the extensionoff8%¢ ndhu <ci vil i sati ono.

Plate 44¢ Toolsused for making Idols, Chisels or Kamkathi.

b. Idol Making : Bengali specializes in presenting the age old traditional of making clay
idols. Such unmatched skills come in the limelight during the festival occasion of Dura Puja.
Months before the puja glaartists start to breathe in life in the images of Dura. Bamboo
sticks cut in various shapes and size aefjuired to make armature(the basic structure) of
the I dol of Goddess Durga and the platform o
is then imparted shape with straw tired with jute strings. Creating fascinating figurines of
hindu Gods and Goddesses has been andderadition for the pals (the clay artisans).The
intricate art of clay idol making where in sticky clay, straw and riaskhare used in
proportion, requires a high degree of craftsmanship. This fine art has been mastered by the
artisans ofNadia district in Bengal who all with the increase of demands travelled to other
districts to continue with their profession. Thesesaris are mostly with the surname "Pal”

or "Malakar" and they are the best in business as far as clay idolmaking is concerned.
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In our study area , there is big hubFrasadNagar , Naihati District (Prasad Nagar, Garifa,
Naihati, pin743166, North 24 PGS\{}, W. Bengal)where thedols are prepared. The local
ingredients like clay from the adjoining River Hugli , bamboo strips, straws, earthen colures,
cottonare used . The idol making involves 5 different stages .

1. Making of the basic armature, 2. Clay modeling for initial plastic formation , 3.the
armature of the deity, 4.Applying colures to render detailing of figure, eyes and eye brows
and 5.ornamentation of deities using various decorative materials

Clay is frst mixed with straw and is applied over bamboo to build the basic skeleton of the
idol. This skeleton is then either heated or sun dried to make it solid and hard. The clay from
the river Hooghly (Ganga Maati) is then mixed with fine jute fibres angpdiexd over the

dry skeleton to give a smooth finishing to the structure. Primarily the entire deity making
starts from the making of armature made by bamboo strips, thread on the wooden pedestal
and primary modelling of the figure has to be formed. Afteying the clay figure the
detailing has to be done with chisel. The final work is application of colures and decoration
starts following the particular character of the deity using cotton, silk, figs, hairs. The major
Equipments / Tools used ade chiselsfor modelling called kamkathi, Tuli {brush}, Earthen
colures and gum. Gham tel {burnish}, cloths {cotton and silk} etc. As per the norms of Hindu
tradition, when the idol is prepared, three things are very important. These include mud from
the banks of th Ganga, cow dung, cow urine. But in the making of Goddess Durga they need
a small amount of soil from outside brothels
idol is considered incomplete. According to traditional beliefs, the soil should bedeagd
received from a sex worker's hand as a gift and blessing since it is known as ‘punya mati' or
the sacred soil.

Associated Deitigs through the interview of Deity makers we understand tivey are the
ancestors of the wooden deity makers communityhin villages ofBengal. Through the
interview of a craftsman {deity maker} Swapan Pal {soradé¢ Kartik Pal} it is anticipated

that they had a tradition of clay toy making {callegpa putul} few decades ago in which

they used to paint on the toy ancedgo salan the local market. However, this marketing

has lost the market due to the adwefnplastic Toys.

These artisan community is the ancestors of
carvers or clay modelers by profession. This deity ma&exmunity generally migrated from

East Bengal {Bangladesh} to Gangetic Bengal almost a century ago. No threat identified as
such as there are sustainable demands for deity worshimdu community throughout the

year. But the problem is the crisis dfied artisans of deity making. Mainly the Malakar
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section {those who decorate the dew§th final ornamentation called Daker Saj} of the
locality gradually losing their jobior the uses of synthetic foils, tharmocol and synthetic
dresses. Through theadition of deity making the craft dbhola Shilpahad a major role in

traditionaldecoration.

Plate 45¢ Durga idol making workshop , Prasad Nagar , Naihati

Plate 4@, Artist ¢ Kartick Pal Stages of making Durga Idol , Naihati



