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Figure 1. Map of Kasganj, Image Source: District Census Report




Figure 2. A beautiful representation of Lord Vishnu's third Avatar - Lord Varaha with Goddess Lakshmi,
Image Source: Image extracted from a book titled Aditirth: Sukar Kshetra by Dr. Radhakrishan Dixit and
Dr. Mitlesh Pandya



Introduction

Kasganijs one of the 7 districts of the state of Uttar PradeshThe place isell known for its
religious andhistorical importance. It idelieved that thisdistrict is the holy place of
reincarnation of Lord Vishnu inhe Varaha avatar.Lord Varahais a zoomorphic
manifesation of Vishnuin the form of a boarwho isregardedas thethird avatarin the
Dashavatar ten principal avatars of Lord VishnTheefore, thedistrict celebratesVaraha
Jayanti'very elaboratelyLord Varaha is primarily associated with the legend of lifting the
earth out of cosmic waters.

The district Kasgaris popularly known by this name due to the prime readon its
establishment ira thick forest oMKan®) 2 NJ . Kasdhfj disfri&t wasstablishedon April
17", 2008 bydividing theEtah district. However,Etahand Kasganglistricts are part of the
Aligah division Etah was sanctioned ase of thedistricts of Uttar Pradeshn 1854 which
was much before the sanction of Kasganj as a disffiets districof Kasgan;j is also known
as KanshiRam Nagar.Kasganj lieqithe historical region of Brandit reflects Braj heritage

and culture Nadrai, Sororand Patiyalicomeunder the category of popular areaf Kasganj

Figure 3. A representation of Braj culture and heritage, Image Source : abfrl.com
https://lwww.abfrl.com/blog/holi-celebrations-at-braj-barsana-and-nandgaon-the-land-of-radha-krishna-
by-navaldeep-thareja/
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Figure 4 A view at Kasganj district, Image Source : indiarailinfo.com
https://st2.indiarailinfo.com/kjfdsuiemjvcyal/0/7/5/9/4188759/0/201812291727371485524.jpg

Kasganjwas also called a$fanayand Khasgan§ruring Mughal andBritish
period. The district waster named aKanshiram Nagaafter a politician, Kanshi
Ram (proposed by Mayawati, then CM of Uttar Pradesh and President of BSF
section of lawyers demonstrated the name of the district to be in honoBaiof
Tulsidaswho was born in this district. This place was knowSa®n (Sukar

Kshetra). The district was returned to its original name in 2012.
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Figure 5. Goswami Tulsidas statue at Kasganj, Image Source: INTACH Team



Figure 6. Information about the statue of Tulsidas at Kasganj, Image Source: INTACH Team



Figure 7. Kali river, Image Source: mahanandariver.org
https://d3cm4d6rg8ed33.cloudfront.net/media/navpravartakfiles/17/1555e635-bbb6-4cd0-897b-
843ccle3elc2.jpg

This town is irthe proximity of the Himalayan foothills and situated on the banks wéri
Kali. It is located in theadb region, which isbetween the holy rivers Ganges and Yamuna
The alluvium soil makes the land one of the most fertile regidos agriculture
Consequently, a majority of the population frolasganjand the surrounding villages
depend on agriculture and related esmnomic activities.The areaof Kasganj district is
1993.08 sgkm. It is at 68th place in Uttar Pradesh in termstlod area of the district.
Among the total areathe rural area covers 1918.2 .9qn and theurban recorded 75.6 sq
km. There are 715 villages. The district is divided into three tetarhely Kasganj, Sahawar
and Patiyaliwhich are further divided intoseven blocks including Sahawar, Kasganj,

Amanpur, Soron,i@hpuraand Ganj Dundwar
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Figure 8. William Wilson Hunter, Image Source: wikipedia.org
https://upload.wikimedia.orgiwikipedia/commons/thumb/8/8c/Sir_William_Wilson_Hunter_%281840-
1900%29.png/220px-Sir_William_Wilson_Hunter_%281840-1900%29.png
According tothe 'Imperial Gazetteer of India Vol. XV' (19@8)William Wilson Hunter
oKasganj came in the hands of James V. Gardner (who was in the employ of the Marathas
and later in the British service)ed in here in ChhaonKasgarg. The cultural integrity of
Hindu-Muslim in this region is a noteworthy phenomencas thereis a long history of
togethernessn both the communitiesliving with love and respedtor each other. Christians
and Sikhs also form an indispensable part of the so@étyis district Kasganj hakad a
well-establishedrail network since the time of British rule. It lies on ajtmction and it is
connected to Mathura, Kanpur and Bargilthrough a rail network in three different
directions. Tains to far away cities like Mumbai, Kolkata, Ahmedabad, Kamakhya etc. are
easily availableThe district headquarterKasganj is very well connected by Grand Trunk
(G.T.) road.Thedistrict is surounded by Farukkhabad the east,Aligarh inthe west, Etah
district inthe north andBadaun irthe south
Gross district domestic productivity in Kasg largely depends u@m agriculture and animal
husbandry, érestry and logiong, transportation, mining andquarying and other

manufacturing industries.



The district is situated in the western part of the state. It lies in the cefitagimentof the
Ganga andvamuna doab and is bounded on thertheast side by the river Ganga that
separates it from the Budaun district. The drainage system of the district is controlled by the
river Ganga and its tributaries, namely river Kali and Burhi Ganga. The river Kali is perennial
and the remaining tributaries arephemeral.

Soron a small townlocated only 1%m away from Kasgamjttracts a lot of devotees and
followers, mostly coming from Rajasthan. The toigralso known by the naméSorong and

its exclusivitylies in its religious significance.

The construction of the road bridge on the 'Gang&has made the communicatiorof
Kashganyith Budaun and Bareilly sideery convenient

A village named Atranjikheiia locatedin the vicinity of KasganjAt this placeLord Gautam
Buddhacelebratedhis anniversary. This place is famous amddgddhistsfor its historical
importance.In the 20" century, when excavationexpeditionsbegan it wasrevealed that

this site isimportant from the perspective of heritagand was occupied from 1200 B.C. to
300 B.C.

Figure 9. Nadrai Pul/Bridge at Kasganj, Image Source : kasganj.nic.in
https://cdn.s3waas.gov.in/s3a597e50502f5ff68e3e25b9114205d4a/uploads/bfi_thumb/2018062768-1-
olwb0jgdw9giw8I16bt5dc3h53wqssfjrinngjatfu.jpg

Nadrai Bridge, also knovwas JhaaBridge is constructed oine Ganga canal and K&liver It

was constructed from 1853 to 1888Bhe length of the bridges 346metresandits discharge



capacity is 7098usecqas per the official website of Kasganj disthtps://kasganj.nic.inj.
Sudents from diferent universities of Aligarand Agracome to study the architecturef
this bridge In addition to this, one of the famous temples of Chamunda Devi is located in

thisregionwhere devotes come in hugaumbersto visit duringthe festival of Navratri.

Figure 10. Chamunda Devi Temple, Image Source : kasganj.nic.in


https://kasganj.nic.in/

Demography

Figure 11. Kasganj Map, Image Source: Official website of district Kasganj
https://cdn.s3waas.gov.in/s3a597e50502f5ff68e3e25b9114205d4a/uploads/2018/02/2018021684.jp

Kasganj is one of the districivhere interwoven culture of Muslim and Hindu communities
can be witnessedAccording to the datdrom the 2011 Census, Kasganj hagaopulation of
14,38,156 (as pethe 2011 Census)The liteacy rate was 61.per cent. The religions that
have prospered here are Hindulslam Sikh, Buddhm and Christiaity. Kasganj is
strategically located and is walbnnected by road and railway mveork. In addition to this,

the economy of the region isased onagriculture and Rabi cropsre consideredo be the
staple crops of this areaThere are389 Gram panchayats and 715 Revenue villages in the
district. In the urbanarea, there are 10 statutory towns and 01 census to®tatutory

towns compriséd3 Nagar Pallika Parishad and 07 Nagar Panchayats.



DistrictHighlightsas per 2011 Census

1.
2.

This district rankat the 64th place in terms of population size in the state.
Kasganj haa population density of 735 persons per square kilome#dgichis less
than the state averagef 829 persons per squatglometre.

This district is placed at the 50th position in terms of sex ratio (880¢h is lower
than the state average of 912 females per thousand males.

Kanshiram Nagar district ranks 60th in literacy with 61.0 peredmnth is lower than
the state averagef 67.7 percent.

There are only 65 uninhabited villages out of a tafal'15 villages ithe district.
Decadal growth rate of the distriags 16.9 percentwhich is lower than thestate
average of 20.2 percent.

Patiyali téhsil has the highest number of inhabitedlageswhich stands a258while
Sahawar tésil has the lowest number (168) of inhabiteitlages.

Kasganjhas been created aftethe 2001 census by sgiihg of district Etah. The
district has 11 towns out afvhich 10 are statutoryand lis acensus town. One new
tehsil Sahawar has been added aftee creation of the district.

There are 237,903 households in the district accounting fop@rgéent of the total

households in the state. The average sizbaiseholds in the district is 6.0 perso
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Geography

Kasgangan be counted as eeligious placethat is situated on the weern side of Uttar
Pradesh. This region geographically lies in the central paran§&and Yamuna doathich
makesthis regionmost fertile. Hence, a large number of surrounding villages depend upon
agricultureas their economic activityl'his district is bounded on theortheastside bythe

river Ganga that separates it frome Budaun district. It has an averageeghtion of 177
metresandis locatedon the banks othe Kali RiverKasganj is located at 27.82°N latitude
78.65°E longitude This district is in proximity to the Himalaydoothills. During the
Harshavardhana period ithe ancientera, this districtused to bean economic hulof the

region.lt is at the intersection of important caravan routes.

Figure 12. Kali Nadi (river), Image Source: INTACH Team
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Figure 13. Map of District Kasganj, Image Source: www.mapsofindia.com

The iver Ganga is the main river thfe district and its tributaries arthe river "Kali" andhe

river "Bhuri Ganga". These rivers play a vital role in the deposition of sediments. The

topography ofKasganj is mainly plain. There are geomorpinits into which Kasganj may

be dividedlike, lood plain,younger Alluvium plain and older alluvium plairhe soil of this

district is good for agriculture and consists of sand, claypsibles kankal).
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Historical Significance and a Journey fAamsient to Modern

Figure 14. Goswami Tulsidas, a Hindu saint, Image Source: wikipedia.org
https:/lupload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/a/a4/Tulsidas_composing_his_famous_Avadhi_
Ramcharitmanas.jpg/640px-Tulsidas_composing_his_famous_Avadhi_Ramcharitmanas.jpg-

Kasganj, thebirthplace of Tulsidaslies in the historical region of 8 It was known as
"Khasganj"during the Mughal andBritish periods Kasganjis situatedat the strategic
location of the Indo-Gangetic plairsinceancient timesEven the region is mentioned for its
military and political vicissitude of the ancient kigdom in mythical storiesof the
Mahabharata periodAccording to the mythological stories, it is bebevthat the demon
Hiranyakashipstole the earth and hidt in the Kund of Soron. The third incarnation of Lord
Varaha killed the demon and restored the datb its orignal place.ConsequentlySoron

celebrates the victory of good over etol date.

13



Figure 15. Tulsi Smarak at Shukar Kshetra, Image Source: INTACH Team
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Figure 16. Tulsi Smarak at Shukarshetra, Image Source: INTACH Team
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INTACH Team

Image Source:

Figure 17. Architectural Heritage at Tulsi Smarak at Shukarshetra,

16



This district was also ruled bhe mighty king
HarshavardhanaThe interesting accounts ofth
certury Chinese piligrim iden TsangXuan Zang
also sheds light oKasganps he passed through
this region.

There is a village called "Atranjikhera" in the
vicinity of Kasganj.ord Gatama Buddla is said
to have kept his anniversaryn this village The

place is revered as a holy pilgrim place foe

Figure 18. King Harshavardhan, Image BuddhistsExcavations that took place in the 20th
Source : currentgk.wordpress.com . . .
https://currentgk files.wordpress.com/201  century have brought various dfidcts and ruined
8/09/harshavardhana-king.jpg ) ) ) )
structures into the limelight reflecting the
historical significance of this regioAnother village near Kasganj nathas Jakhera is a
major archaeological sitéhat reveals Jakhera as part thie painted grey ware culture and
Northern black polished ware culture of ancient India. Curtgmesearch is undertaken on
these artfacts. The showsthat Kasganj has a rich historigoth in terms of tangible and

intangible heritage since the bygone sia ancient and medieval times.
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Figure 19. An ancient statue of Devi found at Yogeshwar mandir, Image Source: Image extracted from a
book titled Aditirth: Sukar Kshetra by Dr. Radhakrishan Dixit and Dr. Mitlesh Pandya

At Kasganj, there are various anciesttulptureswhich belong to different periods of histy
The knowledge othe ancient era is also well captured through the existimgtorical
sculptures, idolsandartifacts

Khasganj was established by Nawab Yagoot Ali Khan, a successor from the family of Nawabs
of Farrukhabad. The city was also called Yaqgoot Ganj in the early 16th cénsaryptions
regarding its establishment arill visible in the Jama Masjid of theyciAccording to the
locals, the welkconserved building ofehsil Roadvas oncethe residence of Nawab Yagoot
Ali Khan until it came into the hands tbie British after the fall of Awadht is also believed
that this place was ruled by Kunwar Bharten&iagh Jain, the only Zamindafsthe city.
Kasganyepresented a centre point between various small, ancient cities ofutindivided
district Etah like Bilram, Marehra, Etah, Saket, Atranjikhera and Aligarh. Kasgaitlyi®f
rich cultural importanceThis region is at the junction of east, steand south Uttar Pradesh

whichiswell knownfor the language, food and traditional dresses of the people.

18



According to theYmperial Gazetteerof India Vol X®(1908) by William Wilson Hunter,
Wasgarwas ruled byJames V. Gardner. James V Gardner iwdglly employed by the

Marathasbut later he was also employed in the British servicélis father William Linnaeus
Gardnerwas also stationed at this |pce. William Gardner also bultis estaé in Kasganj

after retiring fromthe army. Hedied in Kasganj in the year 1835 as per different historical

sources.

19



Archaeological Importance: Inscriptions, Numismatic sources and Sculptures

The archaeologicaheritage ofKasganijs
very richwhich helps in interpreting its
historical and ancient importance. The
amalgamation of tangible and intaiide
culture is represented through the forts,
palaces, temples, caves, statues,
sculptures, stupas, pillarsjewellery,
coins as well as various types of letters
etc. In addition to these elements, other
aspects include folklore and traditional
crafts. These aspects provide uwith
minute details of the representationf

culture and tradition of those times. The

monuments and inscriptions introduce

Figre20. A Pillar at neofthetemples at Kasganj, us to the glories othe old timesas well
mage source - INTACH Team asthesealso giveus a depiction of the
bravery ofthe then-contemporarykings and warriors

John Princepan English scholar and orientalist has played a wonderful role in deciphering
the scriptsof ancient times. These scripts primarily include the Brahmi and Khalrtestjot
help from inscriptions of the Ind@reek kings. The task of deciphering these inscriptions
started with the efforts of William Jones who is the foundéthe Asidic Societyof Bengal.
Based orthese studiesexcavations and findings, John Pripa®nducted his study.
Inscriptions

Among the ancientnscriptionsof Kasganjthe one found athe Sitaram temple are very
unique and represents the glories afbygone era.However, he structure and present

Sitaram templencluding the pillars of ancient timese not in a gooccondition

20



The archaeological report of Sir Generalexander
Cunninghansays
"Internally the temple is a squag&y feet supported on 16
stone pillars, but the people say that the original building
was much larger and that it contained 32 pillars. This
account is more probablyorrect, as the foundation of the
glrftta 2F GKS wal y Ol dzy QbaékN.
on West side of the temple. There are also 10 superfluoi
pillars inside the temple, of which two support the broker
architraves and light are built into the corner space of the

walls."

21



With reference to thecontext of historicity of'Sitaram”
temple General Cunninghassays :
GCKSNB | NB ydzYSNRdza LIAE 3N
earliest of wich bears date in Samvat 1226160 A.D. )........
it is almost certainltat some records of the pilgrim visits
would have been inscribed on the pillars of the temple for tt
reason satisfied that the destructions of the great temple ¢
Soron must be assigned to an earlier period than that of tt

bigotes Aurang Shah".
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Tamralekh/ Copper Plate Inscriptions

Copperplateinscriptions haveplayed a major rolen solving the paradox of Indian history.
Various copper plates have been foumd different placesof Kasganjafter excavations
These copper plate inscriptions ardfdirent from other kind of inscriptionsbecause othe

varied informationthat they provideus.

Numismatic Sources

Coins hold an important place in understanding the culturee name of the kingsis
mentionedon thesecoins The numismatisources found at this place include coins of Raja
Bhojdev andthe Pratihara dynasty. e coins of silver and copper found hedate back to

the period of Bhojdev (836839 A.D.). On one side of these coiaBEmadadivarals written

and on another side Godarah& @ol impressionis present. In the times of Mahabharata,
Panchala wathe capital of ancienSukharkshetra(present Kashiram Nagaith the context

of Panchala Rajya, the important kings inclu¥éshnumitra, Agmmitra, Suryamitra,
Bhanumitra, Brihaspatimitra, Jayamitra, Dhruvmitra, Falgunimitra and Indiramitr&etas

relating to these kings have been found.

23



Figure 21. A sculpture in aruined state at Kasganj, Image Source: INTACH Team

Sculpture
The knowledge athe ancient era is also well captured through the existing sculptures, idols
and artifacts of historical times. Acharya Vedvrat Stigis have found theartifacts and
sculpturesincluding
1. A sculpture ofa tapaswi (saint) from the Gupta period As per Vedvraf K| & G NA 2 A Q
research and findings, this sculpture is around 2000 years old.
2. Dowarik Stree ki murtiThis ismade up of red sandstone and dates back to the
period of the Guptaempire.
3. Navdurga ki murti The sculpture of BhagwabDurgarepresents GoddesBurga

Fom the context of time, thisculpture seems to bancient

24



Dr. Ramkrishna Sharma also led certain excavations and found certain sculptures that
include A women's face (Nari ikh) presently in a deteriorating state. Other murts idols

includeChaturbhuji Shiv Mandir and Gaura Shankar Parigrahan murti.

Another excavationconducted by Shri Chandraprabha Pathak reveals that the idol of Dev
Pratima and Nari Mukls the depiction of Parvatthe Indian Goddess and consat Lord
Shiva. Naga Akhara atgkar Kshetra is the representation of Agnideltis conservedt the
Kundal ghat of Haripadi GangAgnidev is showered with flowers and worshipped by
devoteesevery day Swaha and Swadha are the namesta two wives of Lord Agnidev
This Chaturbhuji pratimar idol has three arms that are in fragmentezbndition The
famous idol oMahakali at Gridhvat Tirthsthal @soconsidered to bevery ancient. This idol

is the symbolization of devotion and belief that the devatdeve in Maa Kali. On the
occasion of Navratri, a fair is organized at this placer@Maa Kali is beautifully adorned
with jewels, Poshakdress)and Shringargtoilette). According to the devoteeand Pandits
(priests) of this temple, thidol of Mahakali is thousand years old. Many other known and
unknown sculptures of historical importance frothe religious point of view havéeen
destroyed. Although, he governmenhas taken several steps for their conservation.

An ornate idol is housed at the sacred complex oBuryakunda stha{SuryaMandir). It
represents the symbol ofqwer that resides irthe Surya Godnd thefaith that devotees

havetowards that Suryar sungod.

Famouslitterateur Shri Prem Narayan Gupta hatso conserved some sculpturegt his
home which areapproximately 200 years old. One among thenths idol of Tulsidas.
Some idolsartifacts and sculptures dating back to the period of ancient times are also
found at Yogdswar temple at Kasganj. One sualtifact depicts a Devpratima whee a
sevika(celibate)is standing near hefThis sculpture islaimed to be around 500 years old.

One of theShaktipeetls, "Shriyantra"is located in the city oKasganjA lot of saints and
devotees come to this place ardb pooja archanaperform rituals)for leading the path

towards salvation.
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Temples and Sacred Complexes

Adi Varah Mandir

Figure 22. Lord Varaha with Goddess Earth, Image Source: Jagran Images
https://www.jagranimages.com/images/soron2.jpg

On the eastern banks dfie holy river Ganga, the third avatar of dovishnu in form of God
Varahis worshippedin the ancient temple ofAdi Varah MandirThe renovation of this
historical temple took place around 200 years ago under the patronaddepél NareshA

lot of devoteescomefrom Nepal to Kashganj to visit this temple. It is believed thainy
devotee daubs the surface of this temple with cow dung or simply wipes the flooalthis
rightful aspirations come true. In addition to thiaccording to the local peoplét is also
believed thatif any devotee singbhajan in praiseof Lord Varha and recites prayers in
front of the temple, then that person gets relieved from the barriers of the world and
resides inVaikunthaDham Morning prayersand Sankirtana is regularisung by the

devotees and saints tplease Lord Varah

26
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Figure 23. A glimpse at a sacred complex, Image Source: INTACH Team

Several otherancient templesare locatedin the vicinity of this temple. Some of these
temples areMaa Bhagirathi Ganga tempéand Shri Baldauji Mandiin Shri Bldaujitemple,

the idol of Rohinandan Balaram, brothef Lord Krishna is worshipped. Baldauji mandir is
locatedin the south of the Varaha templeln the east direction on the banks the Ganga
River another temple calledRaghunath temple is situated@he architecture of this temple is

adorned withintricate stone carvings.
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The ancientemple of Balaji

Figure 24. A glimpse of Balaji temple, Image Source:
https://lh3.googleusercontent.com/p/AF1QipPg4j6loPYarPXZiJHcrz3gXTOYGbPb-44uCAa4=s1600-w400

This templdas dedicated to Lord Hanuman, known by the name of Baldje Balptempleis
located on the east bank ahe river GangaA lot of devotees visit this temple amay to
Lord Hanuman tdulfil their wishes mainlyon Tuesdays and Saturdays.this temple,the
annual festival of Hanumabayanti iscelebratedwith grandeur.Morning hawan, Bhandara
and evening jagrans are helat the time of the annual ritualistic celebratioBhandara is
described as the free meal served to the people invitedhe temple. This event mainly

takes place on festival occasions as part of worshippind.tne
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Someshwar Mandir

Figure 25. Shiv Linga, Image Source: www.learnreligions.com
https://www.learnreligions.com/thmb/byXfNJVdHnxAN57rlapBVvIclVs=/768x0/filters:no_upscale():max_b
ytes(150000):strip_icc():format(webp)/Shiva-lingam--

Saneshwar Mandir is located in the south direction towards the bahkaripada Ganga.
Lord Shiva is worshipped at this sactechple. In the morning, the ritual of early morning
prayers starts andt ends at night. On the occasion of Shiv Ratri, this tergpthrongedby a

lot of devotees. According to the historigaieces of evidencand mythological stories, on
the auspicious dagf Chatrashukal Chaturdashi, devotde=epfast and perform the ritual
of sacred bathing at the SomtirtH-ollowing these, the devotegway to Lord Shiva with

flowers, garlands and dhoegeep (incense sticks
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Teli Jatiya Ganga Mandir

Figure 26. A glimpse of the ancient temple of Shri Ganga Mata Bhagirathi Ji, Image Source: INTACH
Team

This mandir is situatedn the southern bank othe holy river Ganga. This temple along the
banks of Ganga gives a picturesque vidw dol of Maa Bhagirathi made up of white stone
is worshippedn this temple. At this ancient templesacredchores used to takelace under

the patronage and guidanad Pandit Kalicharan Mafidar.
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Manas Mandir
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Figure 27. Lord Rama, Goddess Sita, Lakshmana and Lord Hanumana, Image Source: Wiki Commons
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b1/Ram%2C_Sita%2C_Lakshman_and_Hanuman.jpg

Manas Mandir is situated on the west bank of HaripadngzaA beautiful idol of Ram and
Lakshman along with Sita is worshippedhis temple Bhagwat Katha is also organised and
recitedat this temple from time to time to revive the religious feelings and devotmwvard
Lord among the devotees. The establishment of this templeKasganjis run by an

organisation called Samaj Sevak Sangh.

31



Haripada Shivmandir
In the middle of this temple, a Shivlinganstalled.The templewas builtwith the efforts of

Shri Nanural Gupta and Dr. Satyaprakash Gupta and their other fellow members.

Tulsi Samarak Mandir

Figure 28. A statue of Tulsidas in the middle of the Ganga, Image Source: INTACH Team

On the fscinating west bank dhe holy river Gangaa statue of Tulsidagenowned author

of Ramcharitamanasg positioned This statue is the representation of tleulsidasin his
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youthful time. The foundation stone of this temple was laid oth28ovember 1944y the
then-DistrictMagistrate Shri J.M. Lovo. Hetbe names ofthe success@of Goswami Ji and

his Gury Narsinh Ji as well as other sifjrant devotees followers and contributionsare

also mentioned.

Figure 29. Tulsi Samarak Mandir, Image Source: INTACH Team
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Figure 30. Shyam Varaha Mandir at Kasganj, Image Source: INTACH Team
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Lord Shym Varaha is worshippeth this magnificenttemple on the north bank of Ganga. In
this temple, the beautiful idol of Lord Varaha and Bhagwati Lakshmi is worshipped. This
temple is established here with the efforts of saints. On the auspicious occasion of
Margashirsh Mah ki Dwadashi, Jikafa tablea) of Lord Varah is also organiseél small
temple of Maa Bhagwati Bhagiraathi Ganga Mata is locatdbnt of the tempeé.

Figure 31. Varaha Mandir, Image Source : justdial.com file:///C:/Users/ICH/Downloads/varah-mandir-
salempur-bibi-marg-etah-tourist-attraction-3agh7v4.webp
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Dwarika Dheesh Mandir

Figure 32. Shri Dwarika dheesh mandir at Kasganj, Image Source :
https://lwww.google.com/maps/uv?pb=11s0x3974e01849921837%3A0x3f18114704b1c28a!3m1!7e115!4shtt
ps%3A%2F%2FIh5.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipNmjwW7yyfX

This temple is very grand and ldfdishnais worshippechere. The temple is decorated with
beautiful carvings and sculpturelleartpleasingprayersare sung hereegularly,conveying

love and devotiortoward Lord Krishna.
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Figure 33. Dwarika dheesh at Kasganj, Image Source :
https://lwww.google.com/maps/uv?pb=11s0x3974e01849921837%3A0x3f18114704b1c28a!3m1!7e115!4shtt
pPs%3A%2F%2FIh5.googleusercontent.com%2Fp%2FAF1QipNmjwW7y

37



Bhooteshwar Mandir

This temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva and has great relevance therperspectiveof
historicalarchives andeligious chroniclesLord Shiva's "RudtAbhishek is performed by
devotees with great allegiance and devotid@n special occasions and feskygrimarily
Maha Shivratri, the ritual of MahAbhishekand the marriage of Lat Shiva and Goddess

Parvatiis also performed fromime to time.

Mahaprabhu Valabhacharya Mandir

The Mahaprabhu temple is also located in the district of
Kasganj. The temple is dedicatad Mahaprabhu
Vallabhacharya Therefore, the temple is popularly
addressed by the name oMahaprabhuJi ki Baithak".
The temple has step marls of Mahaprabhu
Vallabhacharya In addition to this, the mementoes
(SmrittChinha) of his son Vithalnath as wad grandson

Gokulnathare also presentn this temple

Figure 34. Mahaprabhu
Vallabhacharya, Image Source : Wiki
Commons
https:/lupload.wikimedia.org/wikiped
ia/lcommons/thumb/0/02/Shri_mahap
rabhuji.jpg/220px-
Shri_mahaprabhuji.jpg
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Brahmrishi Kapilmuni Cave
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Figure 35. Kapil muni cave, Image Source: Image extracted from a book titled Aditirth: Sukar Kshetra by
Dr. Radhakrishan Dixit and Dr. Mitlesh Pandya
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From the beginning of Sauga, it is believed that Brahmarishi Kamuni did intense
penance of Lord Varahin a cave of Kasganfhis cave is very important from the
perspective othe historical context of Shukar Kshetta.the contemporary eraMahamuni

Kapil cave is locateoh the mountain top in Kasgan;.

Shri Sitaram Mandir

This temple of ancient and religious importance is placethennorth direction from the
banks ofthe river Ganga. This temple is relatedttee Solanki dynasty. Solanki kingdom is
also known by the name of Chalukyas, a clan name originally associaketheviRajputsn

northern India. This temple is famous among its devotees by the name Raja Somdutt ki
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Yagyashala. The four corners of this temate beautifully stone carvedin the interior of

the temple, big pillargiveit agrand look

Lehara Gang Ghat

This place called Lehara Ganga Ghat is located in the vicinity of Bhagwati Bhagirathi temple.
G SKIF NBaKgl N g on& of Bhé ddgsteinfles'Laff asganjs also situatedn

this ghat. Devotee$rom different corners of the country visit this templ&ccording to local
legends,the Lehara Ganga Gh&aced many natural calamitiebut the temple remained

intact due tothe grace of Lord Mahadev. Presently, this plasealled Leharaand it falls

under the administration of Nagar Palika Parishad.

40



Fairs and Festivals

EkadashParwa Margshirsh Mela

Figure 36. Lord Varaha rescuing Goddess Earth, Image Source: wiki commons
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/7e/Varaha_Raja_Ravi_Varma.jpg/800px-
Varaha_Raja_Ravi_Varma.jpg

Ekadashi Parwa Margshirsh M&dahe most populafair in Kagianj This fairresembleshe
Kumbh fair.The Marghsirsh fair is organised on the daybEdadashivhen Lord Varaha is
worshipped According to the VaraPurana Lord Varah killed Hiranyakasipu, and then

on the day ofDwadashi Lord Varah kept fast and went tos abode on Triyodashi. Apart
from the auspicious occasion Bkadashand Dwaashi, on the occasion of Poornima also, a

lot of devotees comeo this place angberformthe bathing ritual.
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