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Kusam/Kosam Tree

Itis believed that Kaushambi derived its name from Kusum/Kosam tree (Schleichera Olesoa) also known as Malay
Lac Tree or Ceylon Oak. Buddhaghosha (Buddhist commentator of 5" Century A.D.) records that Kaushambi used
to have a large number of Kusam trees along the Ganga and Yamuna rivers which got uprooted. Besides having
medicinal properties, the lac of the tree is used for stitching gold ornaments since it is yellow in colour.
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Cover Image: A Sage watches the calm Ganga while a young boy untangles his fishing net at Sandipan Ghat, Source: ICH
team

Back Cover: Residence of freedom fighter Durga Bhabhi in dilapidated condition at Shahjadpur, Kaushambi Source: ICH
Team



ISNVHSNVY LO1¥1SId
HS3Avdd ¥VLLN

P safejin jo 1equap E— INVIULS ONY U3AR
] U SUMDL JO Jequny i 0 R 2UNVYD QVOHE 3NIT AVMTIVY
v SPUTE SUN[A J0 seqwaN o 0rOY Q3 TIVLIN LNYLHOG)
¢ bR A o R (o 71 ity U KON TYNOILYN
R S s . L T T % ST
sats A & & . .0 “A® A {3215 NOLIINAOd HLIM Mnuh.az”_
N . ML
vV OH g s / RGO NOIIVINGOD 3A08Y ANV 00004 ONIAYH 3DV1IA
4 & L O N (RN . - # 25" ®  ONVIDI SYA ISV OMLSIO SHBLMVODAVEM
e e L ONYHA SWHIA '
d CUSHYL
i : ©LOIMISIOC ANYONNOE
! o
\ ANYHA SYNIAVOVMIN TN h 7 SIBLENDOEIY PUBYY SEHIA / (ISUEL
) " | //\_ = S 2 310 0318 51 J0LBNDPEOH (13UEL / 1LISI] * BION
5.4.4 UADVAVAYS ¢ weid
o ONYHR SYHIA 1BHYHS YY) . e R AnaaY ‘
) / \ % VSUIIVE HARHVIV - SICLIK
< - - VIUNNS GRing X
e : i s s g
) § \n\./h)\z)(\v(& £y N YO 1 J-€ w¥v I @
“ @ 7 \ Szugm e_goc-an.< s S
3 A1V HD .:WM.(.:. » _az HATSVHIA N MYSHYS
GYHY SYHIA TvHa ey nivayn® _n ) \N/ J_) T *
“ A / T RYMYSUYS o
: “A_AB |
> - - - ONYHX SYXIA J:Exd:.‘a;.\
£ ~ \ 2
.. %
2 , 0 IEIWVHSOVY
%
4
2 )
7
& -
w
a
»
(3]
LYHAQYMS =
— — - — P A_.-P:.:_n uneys '
i i GNYHN SYNIA Y ™
b o 5 0 5 K by Vo
SIHATNOIN v " G,
© a




Figure 1 A view of Shiva temple along with a mosque and river Ganga

The present Kaushambi district was carved out of Allahabad district on 4th April 1997. The
District Headquarter, Manjhanpur, is situated in the soutbst of Allahabad on the north

bank of the Yamuna river, about 55 km away from Allahabad. It is surroundx districts

Chitrakoot in the south, Pratapgarh in the north, Allahabad in the east and Fatehpur in the

west. Theruinsofthewell Y2 6y &A UGS 2F Yl dzZAKFYOA OHP2HANQ o
on the left blank of the river Yamuna at a distandes®.2 km from Allahabad in a south

westerly direction. The remains of the ancient city viewed from a distance give the impression

of an imposing hillock, which, when approached nearer, reveals itself as a chain of rolling
mounds, standing high above thersounding plains, girdled on the south by the Yamuna.

The Vindhya range across the horizon at not a great distance beyond the river Yamuna

provides the southern frame of the Panorama.



Sir Leonard Wooley in his famous report had suggested Kaushambi as one of the two
important sites in the Ganga valley, the excavation of which, according to him, would unravel
the early history of the Indian people. It was a memorable event in the Histbfgdian
Archaeology when on the 1st of March, 1948, Sir Mortimer, authorized the University of
Allahabad to excavate Kaushambi with G.R.Sharma as Director. The excavations have been
conducted in the following areas: near the Ashokan pillar which lai@ lsapart of the
residential area of the city, the Ghositarama monastery, the defences near the Eastern

Gateway and the tower at the nortbastern corner, the Stone Fortress Palace.

Sew o

Figure 2 A village lady works in the field at Kara, Kaushambi



Kaushambi district map



The chain of mounds has a peripheral circuit of about 6.45 km. The rampart proper has an
average height of 9 to 10 meters from tisarroundings from the fieldevel. The towers or

the bastions, however, are considerably higher, those in the naxtstern corners being as

high as 21.33m. The fortified city forms an irregular oblong on the plan. The city was provided
with gates on threesideseasts, west and north. The location of the southern gate cannot be
determined on account of the erosion caused by the Yamuna. Besides the bastions, gates and
sub-gates, the city was encircled on three sides by a moat, which, though filled up asplac

it still discernible on the northern side. At some points, however, there is evidence of more
than one moat. The defences of Kaushambi betray an advanced knowledge of fortification.
At places the gates are provided with curtaualls on the outside, b same being best
illustrated near the eastern gate. The entire city, thus encircled by the rampart wall and moat,
is littered with a huge mass of bricks indicating the density of structures in the city. With the
passage of time, the habitation levels ohsithe city went on rising and an approximate
GKAOlYySaa 2F mMT1Y 2F KFEoAGIGA2Y RSLIRaAad 7Fdz2Ny
antiquity.

The district is divided into three Tehsils named Manjhanpur, Sirathu and Chayal. Tehsils are
divided intoDevelopment Blocks. Sarsawa, Manjhanpur and Kaushambi are the development
blocks in the Manjhanpur tehsil, Kada and Sirathu are the development blocks in the Sirathu
Tehsil, Chayal, Mooratganj, and Newada are the development blocks in the Chayal tehsil. Th
Ganga and The Yamuna are the main rivers of the district. The plain area of the district is
situated in between Ganga and Yamuna so these rivers play a very pivotal role in the

agriculture of the district.

10fficial site of Kaushambi distridtttps://kaushambi.nic.in/history/
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The antiquity of Kaushambi arit$ historic origin is attested by several sources. The several
origin myths of Kaushambi are mentioned in various literatures. The oldest mentions of
Kaushambi can be divided into three broad categories: The Epics, The Puranas and the Pali
Literature.

The Epics

The Mahabharata as well as the Ramayana both explain the origin myth of Kaushambi
however they do not agree with each other. TMahabharata attributes the origin of
Kaushambi to the powerful Cedi kingyparichara Vasu. He had five powerful sons:
Brihadratha, Pratyagraha, Kusamba, Mabella, Yadu. Each was installed over a new kingdom
and that became famous after his name. Thus Kaushambi owes its name to Kusamba. The
Ramayanamentions that there was a powerful King Kusa, who was a follower of sateed

and had a religious wife by the name of Vaidarbhi. They were blessed with four sons:
Kusamba, Kusanabha, Dharmaranya, Vasu founded Girivraja and the powerful Kusamba
founded Kaushami.

The Puranas

Kaushambi is mentioned in the oldest and most important Puranic accounts. The Matsya
Purana mentions that when Hastinapura was washed away by the Ganges, the Kuru/Bharata
King Nichakshu, fifth in descent from Parikshit(grandson of Arjun) went and dwelt in
Kaushambi. This establishes the fact that Kaushambi already existed and Nichakshu was not
the founder and that the town was important at the time of migration of Nichsakshu is clear.
The Satapatha Brahmana mentions Proti Kaushambya who was a native bakausThe
mention of Kaushambi also occurs in: Pali Pitakas, Jatakasamomical Buddhist literature

such as Lalitavistara, Meghaduta, Kathasaritasagara and Ratnavali. Apart from this the town

finds mention in the accounts of Chinese pilgrifaa Hierand Hiuen Tsang).

2Early History Of Kaushantii N. N. Ghosh
https://archive.org/details/earlyhistoryofka035153mbp

3 Ibid


https://archive.org/details/earlyhistoryofka035153mbp

¢KS alKIFILINAYAOOIYlF {dzidl 2F GKS 5A3IKF bA{l
GAYS YR YIdzZaAKFIYOA 61 & 2yS 2F (GKSY® 5dzNRy 3
where millionaire merchants, lesser merchants and middle nesided. Kaushambi was the

most important entrepot of goods and passengers coming to Kosala and Magadha from the
south and the west. Famous bankers such as Ghosita/Ghosika, Kakoda and Pavariya built
beautiful hermitages and ashrams and gardens for thedesies of Bhikkuthis is

mentioned in the Sumangalavilasini, a commentary on the Digha Nikaya by famous exegete
Budhaghoshé.

Kaushambi was one of the sixteen Janapadas which was ruled by the Vatsas. Nighakshu

was of the Kuru/Bharata descent was succeeded and his successors ruled the city of
YIHdzAKFYoAD {SOSYyiuSSyidK Ay tAYyS FNBY bAOKI {4
GAYS® 5dzNAy3I KAa NBAIY !'RIE@FYylFQa YI dzasKl Yo A
Kaushambi was squeezed between Avanti ruled by Pajjota and on the eastern front Magadha
ruled by Ajatashatru. Udayana allied Kaushambi to both states by the ties of matrimony. Thus
Kaushambi acted as a buffer state between the two. During his reigshimbi was guarded

very well by fortresses and had palaces, tanks and gartiens.

% | wIC CHRONOLOGY, Author(s): M. K. Dhavalikar,Source: Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental
Research Institute , 2011, Vol. 92 (2011), pp,Aublished by: Bhandarkar Oriental Research
Institute,Stable URIkttps://www.|stor.org/stable/43941265

5 COUNTRIES AND PEOPLES OF INDIA (Epic and Pauranic Sources), Author(s): Bimala Churn
Law,Source: Annals of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute361984. 17, No. 3
(193536), pp. 217242

Published by: Bhandarkar Oriental Research bnstit

Stable URLhttps://www.jstor.org/stable/41694109



https://www.jstor.org/stable/43941265
https://www.jstor.org/stable/41694109

The Pali canons as well as the Jatakas mention that Buddha delivered several suttas in
Kaushambi. Pindola, a native of Kaushambi, proceeded to preach Buddhism afteaihechtt
thesix¥2f R F0OKAYYl 0SF2NB . dZRRKI® ! FGSNI ! RI&lty
patronage from Kaushambi. Several viharas, ashramas, and residences of Bhikkus sprang up.
Ghositarama was the most famous of them built by the wealthy merchahtéaashambi

Ghosita. From here Buddha delivered the Kosambiya Sutta, Sandaka Sutta, Upakkilesa Sutta
which all had the central instruction against schism. Ghositarama was the residence of
Buddha at Kaushambi and this was situated in $eetheasterncorner on the banks of

Yamunathe ruins of this vihara were seen by Chinese pilgrimsiHiea and Hiuen Tsang.



Kaushambi as a centre of Buddhist activities,

Source:https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/kaushambi-to-be-developed-as-a-buddhist-circuit-by-

the-up-tourism/

The four kings after Udayana were Vahinara, Dandapani, Niramitra, Kseaftéathis no
record of any king is mentioned in the puranic list. The last of Saisunga kings was Mahanandin
who married a Sudra and thereby hishildren lost high-born status His son
Mahapadmananda was the first Nanda king of Magadha. The Nandas weraithber and
reigned for 2 generations and ruled for over 100 years. The Nanda dynasty ended in 321 B.C

when Chandragupta Maurya ascended the throne of Magatiha.

The Mauryan rule is attested by the fact that Kaushambi was a district in the Ashokéme em

ruled by a Mahamatra and this is proven by the Allahabad pillar which was originally
SalGlrotAaKSR AY Yl dzaKIFIYOoAD ¢KS LIATEFN AyaONRL
edict is known as the Kaushambi edict which has the sasana or ordee tdahamatra to

expel a Bhikshu or Bhiksuni detected in the act of creating a schism.

There were four copper coins excavated by Cunningham in Kosam. One of them bears the

name of King Bahasatimitra and valuable corroboration is provided by the Pabhusa C

SEarly History Of KausharbiN. N. Ghosh
https://archive.org/detailskarlyhistoryofka035153mbp



https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/kaushambi-to-be-developed-as-a-buddhist-circuit-by-the-up-tourism/
https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/kaushambi-to-be-developed-as-a-buddhist-circuit-by-the-up-tourism/
https://archive.org/details/earlyhistoryofka035153mbp

inscription, two miles from the ruins of Kaushambi. Bahasatimita ruled in the second century
and was connected in matrimony with the Panchalas as well as the house of Mathura. Thus
the question whether Kaushambi was a feudatory state under the fiflerrof Sungas,
Odraka of Magadha. The issuing of coins signifies a privilege of an independent ruler.
Kaushambi was an independent state in the time of the 5th Sunga king, a fact that is attested
by the coins issued independently. The Sungas ruled Magadiia3 B.C and were replaced

by the Kanvas who ruled for 45 years and were overthrown by the Andhras; however the
tranquility was undisturbed and independent rulers like Asvaghosa, Jethamitra, Devamitra

and Pavata continued to rule Kaushambi.

Kaushambivas absorbed by the Kushanas and this is attested by the epigraphic evidence that

is the statue of Buddha that was excavated in March 1934 which bears the inscription of
Kanishka, issued during the second year of his reign. It was a gift of a pious Blatbhis
LISNLISGdz- 6S GKS &aFr ONBR YSY2NEB 2F . dRRKI Qa &S¢
Kushanas the empire broke up into a number of independent states out of which only the

Nagas and the Vakatas gained supreme importdnce.

The Allahabadnscription of Samudragupta mentions the last Naga King Ganapati Naga of
Mathura as one of the three Kings killed in the afay battle of Kaushambi that took place

in 345 A.D. Vakatas arose in the central Deccan during the close of the 3rd century and
becane a predominant power in central India and ruled a considerable portion of north India.
Kaushambi came under the power of the Nagas and was wrested away from the Nagas by the
Vakatas in the beginning of the 4th century. Vakatakas yielded great powerlainied
imperial dignity in the times of Pravarasena |. Maharaja Sri Bhimasena was a Vakataka prince
and 4 printed inscriptions in a cave temple about 40 miles soueht of Allahabad mention

him as the governor of Kaushambi in his 52nd year. The Guptasedtimperial supremacy

in the time of Samudragupta. The wars of Samudragupta in Aryavarta can be divided into two
LI NG&Y 0SF2NB GKS {2dziKSNYy SELSRAGAZYS | yR |

"THE POSRUSHANA URBAN DECLINE IN INDIA : IMPLICATIONS OF ECOLOGY ,Author(s): V. K.
THAKUR,Source: Proceedings of the Indian History Congress , 1992, Vol. 53 (19920%p. 97
Published by: Indian History Congress,

Stable URLhttps://www.jstor.org/stable/441427A
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three Kings: Achyuta, Nagasena and GanapatiaNaglers of Ahichhatra, Mathura and
t P RYFGAT G221 LIEFTOS Fd YlIdzAKFYOoAD { I YdzZRNI 3dz

Kaushambi which was subsequently transferred to Allahabad by Akbar.

Figure 3 Ghoshitarama Buddhist Monastery, Kaushambi

The history of Kaushambi from the fifth to the seventh centuries has been documented by

the Chinese pilgrims, Fa Hien and Hiuen Tsang. Fa Hien visited during the reign of
Chandragupta II, Vikramaditya the son and successor of Samudragupta, and stayed in th
country for 6 years. Hiuen Tsang visited during the reign of Harshavardhan@4829Vhile

Cl 1 ASyQa I 002dzyli 3IABS& 2yfeé& | ONRST YSyidaAz,
Both accounts however are silent on the political conditions and bwhtion Kaushambi as

an important centre of Buddhist activity especially of Hinayana Buddhism.

STHE POSKUSHANA URBAN DECLINE IN INDIA : IMPLICATIONS OF ECOLOGY ,Author(s): V.
K. THAKUR,Source: Proceedings of the Indian History Congress , 1992, Vol. 53 (1992), pp. 97
105 Published by: Indian History Congress

Stable URLhttps://www.|stor.org/stable/44142774
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Fa Hien mentions that 13 yojanas from the Deer park Kaushaiagogiedvhere there is a

garden of Ghositarama where priests of lesaghiclesdwell. WhenFa Hien visited, the vihara

was in a pleasant condition whereas when Hiuen Tsang visited, it was reduced to ruins. A
probable explanation of this would be the Hunas who carried out vandalic ravages through

the latter part of the 5th century. Hiuen Tsangufa almost ten such monasteries in
Kaushambi in ruins. He mentions almost 300 brethren of the Hinayana system dwelling in
Kaushambi. He mentions that within the royal enclosure of the capital there existed a large
Buddhist temple of over 60 ft with carvesdndalwood image of Buddha along with a stone
OFy2Ll 2@0SNJ AG GKFG 61 a NBIldzSatSR o0& ! RIF&ly
house Ghosita in the south east corner of the city on the banks of Yamuna. He also mentions
another Buddhisttemple,adaf I YR KIF ANJ NBft A0X (GKS NBYlIAya 2
is consistent with the data in Pitakas that stated that Buddha preferred to stay outside the

city and several Aramas were built in different places for the residence of Buddha outside the

city.

5d2NAy3 GKS NBAIY 2F | FNBKIFIZ YIyldzZz o06SOFYS (f¢
became linked to it. After Harsha, Kanauj was taken over by the GiRjatdnaras. That
Kaushambi was a part of the kingdom of Kanauij is attested by two insagpt the Jhunsi

Copper Plate inscription by Trilocanapala and the second is that of the Yasapala that specifies

that in the 11th century Kaushambi was an administrative subdivision of the Kdnauj.

Kara, also known as Svaad Klatan old village sifated in the Kaushambi district of Uttar
Pradesh. Kara is an ancient civilization, which was once capital for centuries under the rule of
Delhi and Jaunpur Sultanates. Over time, Kara underwent several changes and titular
declinations. Once the capital,was reduced to a presidency, and then further to a district
before it was finally registered as a village. It is said that once upon a time residents of Kara
lived in homes built of gold and silver but today Kara is a town left with old torn down homes
made of bricks and mud and ruins of ancidmvelis forts and various other monuments

which are gradually decaying leaving behind fields of debris.

°Ibid
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formed, Kara hs since been classified as a tourist destination by the government. According

to government reports, in the year 1865, the size of Kara was approximately 220 acres
comprising a total of 17 areas. The population census from the year 1881 was 5080 and by

2001 the population had grown to 7200. In the year 1881, the government imposed land tax

onto the area but due to the dire financial state and worsening economy, the land tax was
fAFGSR AY mMpndpd { SOSNI  NBf A A 20RO KNBRAGIRANATD |
still remain in Kara today. Some famous landmarks of KaraStreetla Devi Templ@Maa

Sheetla Dham)RajaJaichandort, Sthal Baba Mulk Das, Dargah Khwaja Kadak, Kaaleshvar

Nath Mahadev Templand aNaked Sadh(Naga Babajepot,andDargah Maulana Khwajgi.

¢KS GUNIYRS 62NIR 2F YINI O2YLINRASR D2f R 2NYI
very popular Taziasmade in Karaare were very renowned for their desigaper, at one

point, was made by hand. An area of Kass lheen named asaghazyando pay tribute to

the practice

The last rulers under this empire were Kitgjchandand KingMaanikchand respectively.

The fort in Kara was named after Kilggchandturrently stands in the northeastemegion of

Kara, on the shore of River Ganges. It seems that the fort was built long after Kara was
populated because the use of coal and pebbles are apparent in the construction of the fort.

The fort covers an area of 18 acres. There are two popular laridnon the property. On the

eastern side of the fort there is a round room, which is popularly knowWn &sS i I Q& a YA (1 OK !
term coined by the locals. The other landmark is a wide tower that is wrapped around by a
whirling staircase, allowing people torab to the top of the tower. The purpose of this tower

was for the officials to oveeell KS LJ2 LJdzf F G A2y 2F YI N} |yR | &2
Till bout 1012 years agahe townspeople also did some farming on the férdwever, that

is no longer thecase.

In 599 Hijri (around 834 years agQutubuddin Aibakvas heading to Varanasi from Delhi
when he noticed the towns of Kara and Manikptie then battled the rulers of the region
and successfully established his regime in the region. He considered the province of Kara and

Manikpur as foreign lands. However, during the rule of King Akbar, Kara and Manikpur were

12



no longer a province, instedtie title of presidency was given to the city of Allahabad. This
new presidency now consisted of 9 new districts, each with its own government: Kara,

Manikpur, Allahabad, Koda, Kalinjer, Chunar, Jaunpur, Varanasi,Ghazipur

5dzNA Yy 3 ! | 0 NReinmeéhbcReatetZ sulk districtsdiara, Hathgaam, Hasvaa,
Fatehpur, Asothar, Tharyaanv, Hagam, Yakdal, Kotlaa, Dhaata, Atahraban, and Karaari.
5dZNAy3 GKS . NAGAAK NBIAYS Ay LYRAILFLZT 1 fEtFKIFOG
British latertd A Gf SR YI' NI £ 4gKAOK gl a I GSKaraf o0ST2NB

continuous decline between the era of King Akbar and the Britfsh.

Painting of Hiuen Tsang , Source: Hindustan Times.

LOhttp://khwajkarkiyan.simplesite.com/436435487
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Fa Hien at the ruins of Ashokads Palace, Pataliputra

14



Trade - Ganga and Kaushambi
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The waterways of India, Source: http://indiaconnectingworld.com/trade-routes-of-ancient-india/

All of the world's ancient civilizations began on the banks of rivers. Rivers served as arteries
of trade in ancient India, and towns on the banks of such rivers served as important trade
routes and ports. These river banks and towns have often been the confluence of several
cultures, traditions and beliefs. Ganga has been one of the most important rivers inAadia

it flows, through its pulsating flow, the ripple of itisythm carriesforth hundreds of years of
stories, cultures and traditions along with it. An integral part of the Hindu belief system, the
towns and settlements that sprang up on its banks were associated with divinity and became
sites of bardic influence as well as pilgrirmagoth economically as well as culturally and
socially, the Ganga has been acting as a thread that evenhiattgnorthern India with the

rest of the Indian towns. These towns were not only important politically at various junctures
of history but alsowere a site of constant change, be it economic, cultural, or political. To
simplify this generalisation, without oversimplifying the nuances of each town or place, we

could look at our research sitKaushambi, with the help of the map below:
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Important river-based towns of Ancient India, Source:

https://sites.qgoogle.com/site/ancientindiaoclassbatchelor/government-and-economy

Kaushambi rose to prominence during the Vatsa rule and attained the status of a
mahajanapadaUnder king Udayana, however, it remained squeezed between the two most

important focal points of powerMathura and Pataliputrayet, as a port town its importance

was unparalleled.

The variousancient routescan be grouped under three divisions, Mahapatha, Vanikpatha

and Rajapatha. Magadha was the national highway leading toelfioilr quarters of India.
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Uttarapatha-Rashtriya MahamargThis highway covered the northern areas fr&amarupa

(Assam) up to the North West frontier. It linked Manipura, Mahasthan, Gaud, Pundra
Vardhan, Vaishali, Kushinagar, Kapilvastu, Sravasti, Ahixshietiraprastha, Takshashila,
Purushpur (Peshavar) and Pusharavati. Kautilya designated this national highway as
WILTAYF@FGKE alKFYFNBFQd 'y AYLERNIFIYyG yFEGA2Y!
Tamluk on Subarnarekha river in Bengal), which was ititernational port as well as

emporium Qossing Gaya, Kashi, Prayaga, Kanauja, it joined Uttarpath Mahamarg at
Indraprastha. Another important Mahamarg started from Indraprastha emdgsedAgroha,

Sirasa, Mulasthana (Multan) to reach Bolan, where ther&mapath merged.

DakshinapathaRashtriya Mahamarg Pataliputra (Patana) was the capital of the vast
Mauryan empire. Naturally this mahamangs the longest route going to south India. It had
several branches bifurcated from important trade centers to the east and west. The main
route starting from Pataliputra reached Bejawada crossing Rajagriha, Bhita Tripura, Nagpur
to Vastagulm (Vashim indarbha). The second important route starting from Patliputra ran

to Kannauj, and turning south to Vidisha (Madhya Pradesh), it entered in Maharashtra, from
where it proceeded to Karnataka and through Karnataka it went to Tiruchirapalli in Kerala,
finally destined to Rameshvara. The famous ports on Ratnakar (Arabian sea) were connected
to this road. The commodities of export value from the north and central India thus reached
the ancient ports. Another important route from Ujjain entered Gujaratha, the emici

commercial state with international emporiums and harbors.

Purvantapath Mahamarg This Mahamarga started from Gauda and covered the whole
eastern coastal regions including Tamratipti, Kaling, Puri, Vishakhapatanam, Masulipattanam,
Kanchipuram, and Kaxipattinam. Then it proceeded to meet the national highway coming

from Kannauj so as to reach up to Rameshvar.

Aparantapath MahamargThis important route coming from the far western point of Bolan

crossed Sindha and entered Gujarat. Crossing the comabecapitals of Patna and
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Bharukachcha it entered Sopara, the celebrated international port (near present Mumbai).
Then it proceeded south up to Kanyakumari. Aparant is the ancient name of Kokan. There
were seven Kokans which included the coastal area atidviashtra, Karnataka and Kerala.

Apart from these main national trade routes, there must have been several alternate routes.

Vanik Patha The highways naturally served as trade routes, as today we see that the tar
roads are commonly used by automobilenides as well as bullock carts and camel carts.
Still, some trade routes were specially called varakha. For example, the production of salt

is not everywhere. Many janapadas depended for the supply of salt on particular caravans
visiting annually. Récrequires a particular environment; in coastal areas it is the main crop.
Supply of rice to the regions where rice could not be cultivated was the responsibility of
caravans. Such necessities promoted the trade. For the regular supply many trade routes
came into use. Some of the routes were created by the administrations of the regions. The
caravans carried the supply of rice, corn, salt, copra, betel nut, almond, cardamon, paper,
clove, cinnamon, nutmeg, raisin, date and many such commaodities reguliarmg uch trade
routes temporary markets were established, where the people from surrounding villages and

small merchants visited to purchase the commodities on retail as well as wholesalé'rates.

Let us now look at texts that shed light on ttrade and commercial activities of Kaushambi.

The Vinaya texts mention that the terminus of the main river route from east to west was
Kaushambi. Sahajati was the nearest river station down the Yamuna neaotifluence
identified with the ruins of Bhita , eight miles from Allahabad. Upwards the river was used for
the cargo and the passenger boats plying from the east along the Ganges as far as Sahajati
and along the Yamuna as far west as Kaushambi. Tlie ttafvnwards extended from as far

as Kosala, Magadha and Campa and right up to the mouth of Ganges and thence either across
the Bay or along the coast to Burma. Kaushambi was the greatest river port for import and

export of goods, the whole of north andidnindia had commercial relations with Burnia.

Uhttp://indiaconnectingworld.com/traderoutes-of-ancientindia/
2Early History OKaushambi Bi. N. Ghosh
Link:https://archive.org/details/earlyhistoryofka035153mbp
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= Trade routes

=== Route of colonization to Madagascar

.Monsoons

The waterways and trade routes. Source:
http://indiaconnectingworld.com/trade-routes-of-ancient-india/sindhworkis _seshanint_trade-routes-map/
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Durgavati Devi (Durga Bhabhi)

Women freedom fighters have a special place among the list of those who fought with the
British for the freedom of India. Many women sacrificed themselves during the freedom
struggle. ldian history is witness to the jabanji of women like Jhansi ki Rani, Ahilya Bai and
many other powerful personalities. One name included amongst these women is that of
Durgavati. Durgavati Devi is known by the name of Durga Bhabhi. Durga Bhabhi mayenot hav
been punished like Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru but she kept fighting during the
freedom struggle shoulder to shoulder with her compatriots. Durga used to make bombs and

help on the path of victory the sons of the country who took on the British.

Contribution of Durga Bhabhi in the freedom struggle

Durga Bhabhi is also called the 'lron Lady' of India. Very few people would know that the pistol
with which Chandra Shekhar Azad had sacrificed himself, was given to Azad by Durga Bhabhi.
Not only this, Durga Bhabhi once became a part of his plan to daagaBSingh from the
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British by becoming his wife. After the death of Lala Lajpat Rai, Durga Bhabhi was so angry

that she herself expressed her desire to kill Scott.

The real name of Durga Bhabhi was Durgavati Devi. Durga Bhabhi was born on 7 October 1907
in Shahzadpur village of Uttar Pradesh. She was an active participant in the armed revolution
for the independence of India and the expulsion of the British government from the country.
When she joined Bhagat Singh and his party, she also got an oppprtarfight for the
O2dzy i NE Q& FTNBSR2YO®

Figure 4 Durga Bhabhi Smarak Bhavan (Exterior)
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Figure 5 Durga Bhabhi Smarak Bhavan lacks basic amenities and erratic supply of electricity

Durgavatiwas married at the age of 11. Her husband's name was Bhagwati Charan Vohra,
who was a member of the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association. Other members of this
association called her Durga Bhabhi. That is why she became famous by this name. On 16
November 1926, Durga Bhabhi came into the limelight to celebrate the 11th anniversary of

the martyrdom of Kartar Singh Sarabhi in Lahore.
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Durga Bhabhi was a major ally of the freedom fighters. After the death of Lala Lajpat Rai,
Bhagat Singh had planned kol Saunders. In order to take revenge on Saunders and Scott, it

was Durga Bhabhi who supported Bhagat Singh and his companions. After this murder, the
British went after him. Durga Bhabhi left the city in disguise with Bhagat Singh to save him. In
1929,when Bhagat Singh surrendered after throwing a bomb in the assembly, Durga Bhabhi
tried to kill Lord Haley, although he survived. Durga Bhabhi even once sold her jewelry to bail

out Bhagat Singh and his associdfes.

Figure SEQ Figure \* ARABIC 6 Ancestral house of Durga Bhabhi in dilapidated condition, Source: ICH
Team, INTACH

13 https://www.amarujala.com/shakti/durga-bhabhi-biography-indian-freedom-fighter-became-bhagat-
singh-wife
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Kubri Ghat

The Kubrpucca ghat is always a lively place with cultural and religious activities happening
round the year; which include fairs and festivals along with the performance of sacred rituals.
This is a very important ghat of Kaushambi district and is the biggest Dbvotees begin
related activities by performing rituals at Kubri Ghat.
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Kaleshwar Ghat

/
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The Kaleshwar ghat is another npacca ghat which is very important; the famous Kara Dham

or Sheetla mata mandir is situated here. The ghat holds immens#ildges provided basic
amenities along with converting it into a pucca ghat are ensured. The Gamgei Samaj

Sevi Sansthan along with locals of Kara have tried to develop a pucca ghat here but that is not
enough. Local resident and Chairman of the ggeGomti Samaj Sevi Sansthan, Sh. Vinay
Kumar Pandey told us that he is also a member of the Namami Gange regional chapter here
which is headed by honourable Prime Minister of India and Shri Yogi Adityanath, CM of Uttar
Pradesh.
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Hanuman Ghat

At Hanuman Ghat generally funeral related activities take place. It is also not a pucca ghat.
People from several nearby areas and districts come here to perform the last rites, followed
by bathing rituals.
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Bazaar Ghat

At Bazaar Ghat the fort of Kingclaand is situated. Although there is a route/trail to reach
the fort, it too requires local administration and state government intervention for its
preservation and upkeep.
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Vrindavan Ghat

At Vrindavan Ghat King Jaichand built a Lord Shiva temple. Along with Puja, sacred bathing
rituals take place here.

Akbarpur Ghat

The Akbarpur ghat is a very old habitation. Here too sacred bathing rituals take place from
time to time.
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Sandipan oSandipini Rishi Ghat

The Sandipan or Sandipini Rishi ghat is one of the most important ghats of Kaushambi. It is
believed that Lord Krishna along with his friend Sudama and elder brother Balaram used to
dddzRe a4 {FYRALIY wAAKAQA DdzNHz] dzf &

Parana Ghat

Parana Ghat is situated at Mooratganj and attracts huge crowds during festivals.

Kakrabad Ghat

Located at Shahjadpur, the Kakrabad Ghat is again gonoca ghat.
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N We ( G@omu Samaj Sevi Sansthan) along with locals of Kara have tried to develop a pucca ghat
there at Kal eshwar but thatés not enoughél wo ul
Gange regional chapter here and President of Ganga-Gomti Samaj Sevi Sansthan which is headed by
honourable Prime Minister of India and Shri Yogi Adityanath, CM, Uttar Pradesh. | along with locals have
been trying to our level best to pursue the Uttar Pradesh government and government at centre that they
mu s t focus on our Ghats at Kaushambi é. n o tacksohadicy
ammenties too. We at our own level have built changing rooms for the ladies here at Kara Dham Ghat but
we | ack support. o
Sh. Vinay Kumar Pandey,

President, Ganga-Gomti Samaj Sevi Sansthan, Kaushambi
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Terracotta

The ancient urban towns that were inhabited were rich in crafaking. The Jatakas mention

18 crafts, Dighd&likaya mentions 28 crafts and the Milinda Pamh@ntions 75 occupations.
One of the earliest known crafts and the one that has been found in abundance at Kaushambi
is the craft of Terracotta. The supply of terracottagsgnsured by the skilled potters known
askumbhakarasvho were organised into guilds erenislt is important to keep in mind that

the kumbhakaragesided in the suburbs; they were not villagers but residents of industrial
suburbs. They mainly catered to the tastes of one particular clteggarakas aleisure class

who consciously cultivated art. The knowledge kalas(art) and shilpas (crafts) was a
prerequisite qualification for this class. The terracottas were either produced for a seasonal
festival or fertility festivals such &halabhanjikar Ashokalmanjika,or for sports known as
krida. The Terracottas which were found at the agdéd site of Kaushambi that has been
inhabited for over a thousand years have been found to embody ritual occasions that
manifest krida and gaiety. With the progressionusbanisation, scholars have noticed an

increased spate of romanticization and secularisation of the original ritual tHéme.

The Terracottas have been divided into two broad types both of which have been found in
abundance at Kaushambi: Timeless that bhanmegister change and the Timebound that
reflect the variations that occur due to changed social conditions. It is important to note that
as a flourishing urban centre situated between two historically important power centres of
Mathura and Pataliputra, dost of figurines have been uncovered at Kaushambi that
belonged to Buxar, Pataliputra, Mathura as well as terracottas of foreign type. Usually what
has been assumed by scholars and what follows as the most plausible explanation is that of

the inland trale of terracottas that existed between these centres and due to the vibrant

1social Dimensions of Art in Early India,Author(s): DevanganaDesai,Source: Social Scientist , Mar.,
1990, Vol. 18, No. 3 (Mar., 1990), pg33Published by: Social Scientist
Stable URLhttps://www.jstor.org/stable/3517423
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robust trade route that the Ganga offered, the town attracted traders and these terracotta
figurines would have served as tokens or mementos. Terracottas from the early periods of
inhabitation to the periods when the town was a thriving centre of trade and commerce are

available in great variatiof?.

A period wise analysis shows: The greatest numbers of terracottas that are available are from
the Sunga and the Kushana period, aipeof great prosperity for Kaushamlitere are few
timeless figurines from the Gupta era which proves that there was greater creative activity at
Kaushambi during the Kushana era than the Gupta era. There are a few Gupta heads wearing
coiffures of diffeent patterns which appear to be weath&rorn and have a yellowish slip

that points to the lost cultural ascendancy during the Gupta period. Terracottas at Kaushambi
depict various themes: Festive gathering (samajas) in city gartagsaropavanas which

was a favourite subject of the posflauryan public,Ghostior cultural party, wrestling or
animal fights, palace scenes of ladies decorating themseKasiasutrascenes and love
making, Romantic scenes like that of the elopement of Udayana and Vasuvaahpardrait
figures or heads of noblemen and aristocrats. Kaushambi thrived in the Kushana age after

which it declined as an urban centre.

The potters of Kaushambi used the soft reddish clay of the Yamuna bed to provide neat
expression and sharp featurewhich is usually painted in redlackor pink. There were
hundreds of moulded plaques that were discovered but only five mounds have been found;
this type of scarcity has been noticed in other Indian sites as well as in Mesopotamia. There
are a number 6 conclusive theories that scholars have arrived at after an analysis of the
terracottas that were unearthed at Kaushambi. The creative originality of the potter in the
treatment of both religious and secular themes and the novel techniques employed was on

of them. The Art represented by the potters represent the life of the humble folks and not of

ISTERRACOTTAS AND URBAN CULTURE OF ANCIENT INDIA (CHRIA 600)BAGthor(s):
DevanganaDesai,Source: Proceedings of the Indian History Congress , 1996(3836), pp. 555
562 Published by: Indian History Congress

Stable URLhttps://www.jstor.org/stable/44139025
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the officiat the potter catered to general needs which were material and religious in nature
and upheld the contemporary societal aspects. The freedom of ahson was elevated to a

much superior level than that of a sculpttr.

The types of terracotta unearthed are broadly discussed bekemale FigurinesArchaic,
Timeless, Primitive, Handmade, Applied, incisedeiat torso, applied necklaces, composed

2F | aAy3atS adNARLI 2F Ofleée 1y26y Fa W {I NRKSN
available in Mathura and Ahichhatremmensely Sexual Female Figurind®ointed nipples,
exposed breasts, wide bulging hips. Spiralriags belong to the Mathura type. Small
figurines Star Type belong to Buxar, Kaushambi and Bhita, these have no eyes, hands with
pointed ends stretched sidewaySlasping Breast$here are numerous figurines which show
female figurines in a posture witknees pressing the breasts, hands clasping breasts. Col
Cordon says that this is unknown in Indian Terracotta, this however is upset by the two figures
of such nature from Akra. These have obscure origins and are well known in Babylonia and
Seleucia. Thetylistical grounds are in the Kushana periddbulded types Female type
majority ofthem stand in straight, graceful postures, have a Tribhagi attitude, found standing
inside borders of lotus rosettes. Lotus was a chief form of ornamentation durin§uhga
period. The bracelets are in the form of spirals and discs, hair arranged in a variety of ways
with the help of a veiled ornament or a headgear. It is also shown as horns developing into
volutes. It is made into turbatike rolls bound by plain/ornaental fillet, chains of beads and
pearls, the roll is larger on the right side and on the left side stuck up in five emblems: an
ankusa, a flag, two objects resembling a Trisula. These have been found in Kaushambi,
Ahichhatra, Mathura and Bengallother GoddessBreasts are exposed but nipples are
hidden, timelessFertility CultBusts with flower fillets, stamped with lotus rosettes over their
head or flowers in the head rolls and holding lotus stalks or creepers in their Hdads: A

female figurine vith a baby in left hand and a scorpion on the other hand, unusukildian

18A FEW LESSER KNOWN SMALL ANIMAL DEPICTION IN ANCIRRT JADbaNS): SHIVENDRA
KADGAONKAR,Source: Bulletin of the Deccan Colleg&Ralstate and Research Institute , Vol. 77
(October 2017), pp. 16510,Published by: Vice Chancellor, Deccan Colleged?adtuate and
Research Institute (Deemed University)nBu

Stable URLhttps://www.jstor.org/stable/10.2307/26609163
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Iconography. Might be the representation of the deity of Chamunda who has a scorpion in
the navel region.There are other examples of women with bare breasts with Naga symbols.
Serpent GoddessRepresentation oMansa devi, head of a bird or a serpent, have long necks
and thin waists, broad hips, body covered with cross designs, eyes and breasts are marked by
punched ringlets of clay. This is an angelic human form of a Godifeésgedfigurines Both

male and female winged figurinekemale represents Goddess Shri with wings. Both have
lotus shrubs and are sacred in nature and represent celestial objeetsipati Scenesin
various postures, sitting on a couch with their pets, depictist like Gaja Sasa JataRaxual
CoupleLy @I NRA2dza LI2addzNBaz SAGKSNI aidlyRAYy3a 2N 2
on a cushioned couch, the apparel and jewellery all indicate a refined aristocratidiask.
CouplesA common subject inhe Kushana period. Men and women are shown drinking
sitting on a couch, the man holds tmeadhupatra(cup) and woman holds the wine jar or
madhughat.This can be dated to the 1st century A9@xual objects/arious sexual activities
garnered in the Kamasa depicted as amorous and erotic themes during the first centuries
of the Christian era. Sexual intercourse has been depicted and was probably kept in the
private apartments of the newly wed couplddaga cultThese have obscure origins and are
rare. Repesented with two hoods attached to the timeless female bust. There are other
hood-like projections but these are not definitive nagiurious elephant of NalagiThe
furious elephant of Ujjaini is shown chained to the post. This is the famous depadttbe
furious elephant that uprooted the post, ran into the town and wreaked havoc until it was
calmed by the lute of the skillful Udayan&inged LionThere are plenty of representations

of men fighting winged lions of western asiatic origin, as havenlfeend in BharhutGupta
headsVery few examples of these have been found owing to the cultural degradation during
Gupta times. The creative centres then had shifted to Varanasi and AhichckRateign
subjectsThere are a number of terracotta figuresathdepict features of alien people. These

are due to the prolonged influence of GreeRagtrians andParthians. There are a number of

terracotta figures that depict greek dancers, foreign dancing #firls.

Terracotta Figurines From Kaushambi Mainly In The Collection Of The Municipal Museum
Allahabad by Satish Chandra
Link:https://archive.org/details/in.ernet.dli.2015.127509/page/n23/mode/2up
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Title: Figures Riding an Elephant ,Period: Shunga period Date: 1st century B.C. ,Culture: India (Uttar Pradesh, Kaeslambi) ,M

Terracotta,Dimensions: H. 4 1/2 in. (11.4 cm) ,Classification: Sculpture Credit Line: Samuel Eilenberg Collectican@ft of S
Eilenberg, 1987, Metropolitan Museum of Art.
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Title: Figures Riding an Elephant,Period: Shunga period,Date: 1st century B.C.,Culture: India (Uttar Pradesh, Kaushambi),Medi

Terracotta Dimensions: H. 4 1/2 in. (11.4 cm),Classification: 8jptedit Line: Samuel Eilenberg Collection, Gift of Samuel
Eilenberg, 1987, Metropolitan Museum of Art.

36



Fertility Goddess with Lotus Flower Head in the birthing posture. India, Uttar Pradesh, Kosg2nd, dsitury, Terracotta, 16.2 cm. Santa
Barbara Museum of Art, Gift of Stephen P. Huyler, 2008.4.162.
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Bull, India, Uttar Pradesh, Kosham, ca. 200 &GHarlier, Terracotta with black slip, 2.9 x 8.6 cm. Santa Barbara Museum of Art, Gift of
Stephen P. Huyler, 2008.4.148
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Woman riding two bulls (bronze), from Kaushambi, c. 20080 BCE, Source: Wikimand
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Mela Sheetla Devi

A large fair is held each year during the monthSaawarand Chet AsaadThe fair is more
commonly referred to ag\shtimi Hundreds of thousands of pilgrims atteAdhtimieach

year. Pilgrims from across the state of Uttar Pradesh come not only to pay a visit to the
temple but also to trade goods. As part of the rituals o fhlgrimage, devotees shave their
heads and bathe in the Gaagt variousGhatssuch as th&kunbari Ghat, Kaaleshvar Ghat

and Hanuman Ghak&ach pilgrim has to register their name and their hometown with the
local officials upon their arrival. This tradih has been practiced for several decades.
Pilgrims are divided into groups and are designated to local hosts who offer them food and
shelter during their stay. Several myths about Maa Sheetla Dharof the town Kara exist.

It is believed that the Godds Durga, now known as Sheetla Devi, arrived at an unknown
town, now known as Kara, and left her handprint on a rock she touched. In the Sanskrit
fly3dzZZ 3S GKS g2NR WKIYRQ GNryatraSa G2 Wil NI

Khwaja KadakMuharram Processions

Khwaja Kadak came to prominence during the reign of King Alauddin Khilji. There is a porch
NAIKG ySEG (2 GKS YKgI| 2ib-me, wisHAnitgh@Beands K S NS
whitewashing take place. On the death anniversaryhef Khwaja each year, the procession

LI a4dSa 0KS LRNOK 2F YKglal Qa NBaARSyOS FyR L
as part of the ritual. Upon returning from the rivéine procession gathers again at the porch

where Gaagaris placed and somsugar is sprinkled onto it. THgaagaris then taken to the

Dargahand placed on the shrine andratihais held, and the sherbet is served to the public.
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Kuppi Yudh Mela of Daranagar

Figure 7 Idols of Ravana and allies at Daranagar ground

When the entire nation is busy in celebrating Dussehra by burning the effigies of Ravana and
KAa fftASax a4 YlrdzaKFYOA AdQa + RAFFSNBydG G
belief the 238 year old traditional and unique Kuppi Yudh or battle is organized during
Dussehra festival every year at Daranagar area of Kaushambi district. The ceremonial battle

of Lord Rama and Ravana's army is staged in the Kuppi war. In this battle both tbe faght

with one another and sometimes get injured mildly. The Kuppi Mela begins a day before
Dussehra. There are 20 fighters on both sides and along with music and chanting war cries

they hit each other with light plastic/leather balls. A large numbgresidents reach the
surrounding area to see the Kuppi war. Organizers start preparations a month in advance to

make the Kuppi war a success.

In the two-day staging of the Kuppi Yudh, the battle is fought in 7 stages. In the first 4 battles,

Ravana's armyegisters victory over Lord Rama's army and in the last 3 battles, Lord Rama's
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