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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

 Location of Kanpur - Shamshad, researchgate.net 

 

The district of Kanpur, formerly known as Cawnpore during the British times, is a district in 

the state of Uttar Pradesh in India. It lies in the lower Ganges-Yamuna doab that is 

characterised as an alluvial tract of land before the two rivers confluence at Allahabad. 

Nestled at the banks of the river Ganga, Kanpur is a major financial and industrial centre in 

India, and also the ninth largest urban economy in the country. Due to its geographical 

location, it was also an important river port and trading hub for grains which gave it the 

moniker Manchester of India. 
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Kanpur was an important garrison town in colonial India and the cityscape is dotted with 

buildings and monuments reminiscent of the colonial style of architecture. 

Kanpur is the second most populous city in Uttar Pradesh, after Lucknow, and its urban 

agglomeration is among the largest in India. It is an important road and rail hub and has an 

airport for domestic flights. The region is especially renowned for its leather industry, which 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǘŀƴƴŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƻǊǘǎ ŦƛƴŜ quality products to the west. 

Kanpur District was divided into two districts, namely Kanpur Nagar and Kanpur Dehat in 

year 1977. The two were reunited again in 1979 and again separated in 1981. The Uttar 

Pradesh government decided to rename Kanpur Dehat district as Ramabai Nagar district on 

1 July 2010. In July 2012, it was returned to Kanpur Dehat. 1 

 

 

Facade of Kanpur Railway Station - Manjulika Pramod 

 
1 Pradesh, G. o. (n.d.). Historical Background. Retrieved from Kanpur Dehat: 

https://kanpurdehat.nic.in/history/#:~:text=The%20story%20of%20Kanpur%20Dehat,Dehat%20on%20April%2
023%2C%201981.&text=According%20to%20a%20report%20by,Shahpur%20was%20named%20after%20Guda
ikera. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanpur_Nagar_district
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While Kanpur Nagar is the more industrialised part of town, Kanpur Dehat includes mostly 

the rural countryside. Kanpur Dehat (part of the Kanpur Division) is also a district.. The 

administrative headquarters of the district are at Mati-Akbarpur.  

Some of the towns in Kanpur Dehat include Akbarpur, Bhognipur, Derapur, Rasulabad, 

Sikandara and Maitha. It is around 45kms away from Kanpur Nagar but seems to be well 

connected. 

According to the 2011 census report, the total population of Kanpur (both Nagar and Dehat) 

is estimated to be 6,368,043 

District 
Name 

Total 
Population 

 

Sex 
Ratio 

Density Child 
Population 

 

Literacy 
Rate: M/ F 

 

Kanpur 
Nagar 

1,795,092 852 1449 484,529 85.27/76.89 
 

Kanpur 
Dehat 

4,572,951 862 594 243,919 85.07/68.48 

 

In a study conducted to evaluate the intra-regional disparities in Uttar Pradesh, the findings 

revealed that Kanpur Nagar was one of the most developed regions in Central UP with a 

ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŘŜȄ ƻŦ мнрҌ ǿƘƛƭŜ YŀƴǇǳǊ 5ŜƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨIigh Medium 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘΩ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ /5L ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ млр ς 1252. Not a stark difference yet when it comes to 

economic differences, even a little goes a long way. The differences between the rural and 

urban populations also find its manifestations in the architectural planning of the city. Kanpur 

Nagar includes a good number of industries, residential localities and markets includes certain 

famous localities like Swaroop Nagar, Arya Nagar, Kanpur Central, Govind Nagar, Panki, 

Kakadeo Ramadevi Cantonment Kalyanpur, Bithoor etc and situated on the banks of River 

Ganga. On the other hand, Kanpur Dehat, surrounding the Kanpur Urban district has been 

deemed as a satellite town3.  

Nevertheless, both districts boast a rich cultural history and heritage. It has remnants of 

Mughal legacy as well as the revolt of 18574. The road to the south of Kanpur was known as 

Mughal Road due to its proximity with significant sites. The most prominent language spoken 

in Kanpur Dehat is Hindi with 98.99% of its population speaking it, followed by Urdu, Bengali 

and Bundel Khandi. Meanwhile the 2011 Census states that Kanpur Nagar has a 92.63% Hindi 

speaking population followed by Urdu and Punjabi.  In fact, Kanpur being an urban cityscape 

 
2 Diwakar, D. M. "Intra-regional disparities, inequality and poverty in Uttar Pradesh." Economic and Political 

Weekly, 2009. 
3 Final Report: Kanpur City Development Plan Under JNNURM, http://kmc.up.nic.in/PDF_Files/Chapter%202-

%20City%20Profile.pdf  2006. 
4 Kanpur Dehat, Culture & Heritage. Government of Uttar Pradesh https://kanpurdehat.nic.in/culture-heritage/ 

 

https://kanpurdehat.nic.in/culture-heritage/
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is also home to a range of ethnic communities such as Bengalis, Punjabis, Sindhis, Parsis and 

even Portuguese. 

                

 

Shukla Talab (in Akbarpur, Kanpur Dehat) built by Sheetal Shukla, Deewan of Emperor Akbar 

Source: Wikimedia Commons 
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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 
 

It is said that Raja Kanh Deo of the Kanhpuria clan established the village of Kanhpur in 

1207. The region was of little significance until 1765, when Shuja-ud-daulah, the Nawab of 

Avadh, was defeated in battle by the British at Jajmau. 

Kanpur was officially transferred to the British under a treaty signed in 1801 with the ruling 

Nawab of Avadh and was declared a district in 1803. Appreciating the strategic location of 

Kanpur on the banks of the Ganga, colonial traders started setting up business in the sleepy 

hamlet, converting it into a thriving garrison town. 

The history of Kanpur saw its most significant turn in the 1857 uprising, in which Nana Sahib, 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǳǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǊǳƭŜΣ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ 

independence on 7 June 1857 in Kanpur. 

The garrison commander Brigadier General Hugh Wheeler retreated into trenches dug along 

a canal in the cantonment area with about one thousand British residents. They were laid 

siege to by the Mutineers and many died of gunfire, disease and starvation. Towards the 

end of June, the garrison surrendered on condition of safe passage to Allahabad. As they 

were boarding boats at the Satichaura Ghat, a group of mutineers attacked with swords and 

guns. Most of the men were killed. The women and children who survived were taken 

prisoner and kept at the Bibighar. 

 

 

Massacre Ghat - University of Kentucky 
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On July 15th relief came in the form of fresh British forces under the command of Brigadier 

General Havelock. Panicking at the possibility of defeat, the Indian soldiers butchered the 

couple of hundred women and children who had survived the Satichaura massacre. Their 

dismembered bodies were then thrown into a nearby well. The British, on their part, 

wreaked dreadful revenge, executing several innocent locals and shooting prisoners from 

the mouth of cannons. As the Mutiny was subverted, Nana Sahib escaped and is believed to 

have died in 1859. After the British took possession of Kanpur once again, the well was 

bricked over and a memorial with a cross raised at the site of the horrific massacre. 

 

 

Collector's House Kanpur - British Library (Pinterest) 
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                                                                  Portrait of Nana Sahib - rootsofindian.com 

 

 

Bibighar - tornosindia.com- Revolt of 1857. 
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Bibighar (Present state) - Olivepink.in (India, Unvisited) 

 

In 1876 five residents of Cawnpore, namely, Mr. George Allen (afterwards Sir George Allen), 

Mr. W.E. Cooper (afterward Sir William Earnshaw Cooper), Mr. Bewan Petman, Dr. Condon, 

and Mr. Gavin S. Jones erected a small mill for the manufacture, chiefly, of army blankets. 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƻƭƭŜƴ aƛƭƭǎ /ŀǿƴǇƻǊŜΩΣ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ 

precariously  until 1882, when advantage was taken of the New Indian Companies Act to 

convert it into a public company with limited liability. Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǊŜƴŀƳŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ/ŀǿƴǇƻre 

²ƻƻƭƭŜƴ aƛƭƭΩΦ 

 

Cawnpore Woollen Mills is one of the oldest working mills of Kanpur, active since 1869. It 

was one of the first ventures of the British residents of India. The company was set up in 

Kanpur with the obvious intention of getting the rich raw materials from the nearby fertile 

land of the Ganga. With increasing industrial activity in Kanpur, transportation became very 

important, railway lines were put up and Kanpur railway station was constructed in the 

1850s. Kanpur was already connected very well by  roadways with major industrial and 

administrative cities of India. 
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Lal Imli Mill 
 

 

The benefit which the Cawnpore Woollen Mills got was the easy access to the raw material 

to produce cotton and wool, and also cheap resources. The company itself produced the 

electricity required for the production work, hence a totally self-dependent organization 

was built up. 5 

Cawnpore Woollen Mills was the parent company to Lal Imli Mill. The fame of clothing 

items produced by Lal Imli achieved great heights during the mid-20th century. In fact, its 

fame outgrew that of its parent company, as Cawnpore Woollen Mills (later British India 

Corporation) was famous among customers as Lal Imli Mills. It is popularly believed that Lal 

Imli had the capacity to produce 65,000 meters of cloth during the 1950s, a length that can 

approximately cover the road connecting Kanpur and Hamirpur. Further, it is also stated 

that it employed 10,000 workers in three shifts for 24 hours a day to produce supreme 

quality woollen clothes made from Merino wool. Other than manufacturing woollens that 

 
5 Lal Imli Mill - British India Corp. (Kanpur). (29, May 2021). Retrieved from wikimapia.org: 

https://wikimapia.org/3902048/Lal-Imli-Mill-British-India-Corp 
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were exported to foreign shores, Lal Imli also manufactured clothes used by the military for 

varied purposes. 6 

 

 

Lal Imli Mill - knocksense.com 

 

 

Lal Imli Mill - knocksense.com 

 
6 Pandey, S. (2021, April 5). Visit the Kanpur of yore with a trip to Lal Imli Mill, one of the last remnants of BIC. 

Retrieved from Knock Sense: https://www.knocksense.com/kanpur/lal-imli-textile-industry-kanpur 
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The town of Bithoor which is located near Kanpur is also of great religious and historical 

significance in the region. The town has been mentioned in ancient Hindu manuscripts. 

According to legends, Bithoor became the residence of Lord Brahma after Lord Vishnu 

recreated the universe. 

 

 

Bithoor- where mankind is said to have  originated- newsgram.com 

 

Bithoor got its name after a series of changes. Utpalaranya forest is believed to be the site 

ƻŦ .ǊŀƘƳŀΩǎ !ǎƘǿŀƳŜŘƘŀ ¸ŀƧƴŀ ό! ƴŀƛƭ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¸ŀƧƴŀ ƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ 

have been preserved at the site and stands as a testament to the ancient legend). The 

temple (one of the few shrines devoted to Lord Brahma in India) also has a Shivaling named 

Brahmeshwar Mahadeva that is believed to have been established by Brahma. After 

completion of the yajna, the same forest was given the name of Brahmavart Ghat (the seat 

of Brahma), which the locals later started calling Bithoor. The first humans, Manu and 

Shatarupa are also believed to have been created in the Brahmavart Ghat. 7 

 

 
7 India, I. C.-G. (2021, February 18). Bithoor, Uttar Pradesh. Retrieved from indianculture.gov.in: 

https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/bithoor-uttar-pradesh 
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Bhramavat Ghat, Bithoor - Mritunjoy Chatterjee, trekearth.com 

 

 

Bithoor Ghats by Sita Ram ς Pinterest 

 

Later, Bithoor flourished under the reign of emperor Uttanpad. His son Prince Dhruva (who 

grew up to be a saint) was a great devotee of Lord Brahma. It is said that Dhruva meditated 

on one foot to appease Lord Brahma. Delighted with his dedication and devotion, Lord 

Brahma appeared before him and granted him the boon of immortality and Dhruva became 

a shining star in the galaxy. The star Dhruva Taara is named after him. Moreover, Dhruva 
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¢ŜŜƭŀ ό5ƘǊǳǾŀΩǎ Iƛƭƭύ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ Bithoor as an evidence to the penance performed by 

Dhruva. 8 

 

 

Dhruva Teela complex- nativeplanet.com 

 

Bithoor is also considered to be a prominent religious place because of its association with 

the ancient text, Ramayana. The town houses the Valmiki Ashram. It is believed that sage 

Valmiki composed the Ramayana in this ashram. Goddess Sita took refuge in Valmiki 

Ashram during her exile and gave birth to Luv and Kush. A place inside the Valmiki Ashram is 

known as Luv-Kush Janmsthal. It is said that Luv-Kush received their education from Valmiki 

ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇƻǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǎƘǊŀƳ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ {ƛǘŀ wŀǎƻƛΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ DƻŘŘŜǎǎ {ƛǘŀΩǎ 

kitchen during her exile. Another site, Sita Patal Pravesh, is the site where she decided to 

unite with mother Earth. Additionally, Lord Hanuman is believed to have stayed in Valmiki 

Ashram while searching for the whereabouts of Luv, Kush and Goddess Sita. Therefore, 

Valmiki Ashram has immense religious significance. 9 

 

 
8 India, I. C.-G. (2021, February 18). Bithoor, Uttar Pradesh. Retrieved from indianculture.gov.in: 

https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/bithoor-uttar-pradesh 
 
9  India, I. C.-G. (2021, February 18). Bithoor, Uttar Pradesh. Retrieved from indianculture.gov.in: 

https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/bithoor-uttar-pradesh 
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Valmiki Ashram- Kanpur Tourism 

 

 

Sita Rasoi at Valmiki Ashram - Amar Ujala 

 

In the 18th century Maharaja Tikait Rai Bahadur, Diwan of Awadh built a bathing structure 

of red stone in Bithoor, which is known as Patthar Ghat. This ancient structure stands on the 

banks of the river Ganga and houses a temple devoted to Lord Shiva, in which the Shivlaing  

is made from the Kasauti Stone. 10 

 
10 India, I. C.-G. (2021, February 18). Bithoor, Uttar Pradesh. Retrieved from indianculture.gov.in: 

https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/bithoor-uttar-pradesh 
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Patthar Ghar, Bithoor - https://indiain360.com/uttar-pradesh-bithoor/ 

 

During the British Raj, Bithoor used to be a part of Cawnpore (today known as Kanpur) 

district in the United Provinces. It played a significant part in the First War of Independence 

of 1857. Rani Laxmi Bai, a freedom fighter spent her childhood in Bithoor. The Siege of 

Cawnpore (5th - 25th June 1857) is said to have started in Bithoor near the premises of 

Bithoor Fort. Nana Saheb (adopted son of Maratha Peshwa Baji Rao II) was banished to 

Bithoor after which Bithoor Fort became the headquarters for planning the fight against the 

British. Prominent freedom fighters such as Rani Laxmi Bai, Nana Saheb, Ram Chandra 

Pandurang and Tatya Tope started the revolt against the British in Bithoor. The actions of 

the force led by Nana Saheb resulted in the killing of over 300 British men, women and 

children during the Siege of Cawnpore. 11 

General Havelock captured Bithoor on July 19, 1857. Bithoor Fort, ghats and temples were 

ǎŜǘ ƻƴ ŦƛǊŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ aŀƛƴŀǿŀǘƛΣ bŀƴŀ {ŀƘŜōΩǎ мп-year-old daughter 

was also burnt to death. Around 25,000 men, women and children of Bithoor were killed by 

the British to spread terror and their bodies were found hanging on the trees of the town. 

Bithoor is remembered as a place where a large number of people were mercilessly killed 

for revolting against the British Empire. At present, what remains of the Bithoor Fort is only 

ruins. 

 
11 India, I. C.-G. (2021, February 18). Bithoor, Uttar Pradesh. Retrieved from indianculture.gov.in: 

https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/bithoor-uttar-pradesh 

https://indiain360.com/uttar-pradesh-bithoor/
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!ƭƭ {ƻǳƭǎΩ /ƘǳǊŎƘ όнр ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ .ƛǘƘƻƻǊύ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ мутр ǘƻ ƘƻƴƻǳǊ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ 

officials who were killed during the Siege of Cawnpore. The church premises also has a 

Memorial Well erected to mourn the lives of the British women and children who lost their 

lives in the Battle of Bithoor. 12 

The state government has now established a memorial park, Nana Saheb Smarak. It consists 

of a museum, a gallery containing historical relics from the colonial period like Royal Orders, 

coins, stamps and other antiques. It also has statues of Nana Saheb, Rani Laxmi Bai, Tatya 

Tope and other freedom fighters who started the Siege of Cawnpore. It is believed that the 

park has old banyan trees on which the residents of Bithoor were hung when British officials 

ordered mass hangings after the siege of Cawnpore. These historic trees have been 

preserved as a testimony to the struggle of the people of Bithoor against the British. 13 

 

 

Nana Saheb's statue at Nana Saheb Smarak Park, Kanpur ς destimap.com 

 
12 India, I. C.-G. (2021, February 18). Bithoor, Uttar Pradesh. Retrieved from indianculture.gov.in: 

https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/bithoor-uttar-pradesh 
 
13 India, I. C.-G. (2021, February 18). Bithoor, Uttar Pradesh. Retrieved from indianculture.gov.in: 

https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/bithoor-uttar-pradesh 
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According to a legend, before renouncing his titles and going to Nepal, Nana Saheb threw 

his jewels in a well. The well is now located in Nana Saheb Smarak. The whereabouts of the 

jewels is not known. 

The descendants of Maratha Peshwas (Nana Saheb and his generals) still reside in Bithoor 

and its adjoining areas. The Maratha names of those who reside in Bithoor include Tope, 

Moghe, Taknikar, Sapre, Hardekar, Sehajwalkar, Athwalle and Pinge. The descendants hoist 

the tricolour on every Independence Day (since 1947) at the spot where Nana Saheb used to 

formulate policies with his generals. 

Bithoor commemorates important events from various time frames of the history of India. It 

is a testimony to the experiences, struggles and memories of people from ancient, medieval 

and modern India. 14 

 

KANPUR AS A PART OF AWADH AND THE GANGA-JAMUNI TEHZEEB 

 

Awadh or Oudh is a region in Uttar Pradesh that roughly comprises the districts of Kanpur, 

Lucknow, Ayodhya, Unnao, Allahabad, Lakhimpur Kheri, Sultanpur and Faizabad amongst 

others. Before Indian independence, the region was known as the United Provinces of Agra 

and Oudh. 

Awadh region is known as the granary of India and was a strategically important region in 

control of the lower Ganga-Yamuna doab. 

Awadh's political unity can be traced back to the ancient Hindu kingdom of Kosala, with 

Ayodhya as its capital. Modern Awadh finds historical mention only in the Mughal time of 

Akbar, in the late 16th century. Since AD 1350 different parts of the Awadh region were 

ruled by the Delhi Sultanate, Sharqi Sultanate, Mughal Empire, Nawabs of Awadh, East India 

Company and the British Raj. Kanpur was one of the major centres of Indian rebellion of 

1857, participated actively in India's Independence movement, and emerged as an 

important city of North India. 

Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb, that poetic Awadhi phrase for a distinctive, syncretic Hindu-Muslim 

culture, is also reflected in the many crafts and weaves τ in their form, symbolism, 

aesthetics and spiritual connotations. 15  

K. Warikoo, Professor at the Centre for Inner Asian Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University 

describes the concept as one exemplifying communal harmony and a shared culture 

between the Hindus and Muslims of India - άGanga-Jamuni Tehzeeb compares the Hindu-

 
14 India, I. C.-G. (2021, February 18). Bithoor, Uttar Pradesh. Retrieved from indianculture.gov.in: 

https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/bithoor-uttar-pradesh 
 
15 Chari, P. (2018, July 28). Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb: Syncretic ethos in weaves and crafts. Retrieved from The 

Hindu: https://www.thehindu.com/society/history-and-culture/ganga-jamuni-tehzeeb-syncretic-ethos-in-
weaves-and-crafts/article24532379.ece 
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Muslim harmony and friendship to the holy confluence of India's major rivers - the Ganga 

and Yamuna. It assumes a peaceful merging of Hindu and Muslim culture and lifestyle in 

Banaras as expressed in their friendships, joint festivities and interdependence. As such, the 

Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb reminds people of the incomparable unison they share across 

religious communities. This in turn sets a parameter for the people to uphold religious peace. 

The metaphor is especially popular in the intellectual discourse as it coincided well with the 

Nehruvian rhetoric of a composite cultureΦέ 16 

Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb, a poetic Awadhi phrase for a distinctive and syncretic Hindu-Muslim 

culture, is reflected in the fused spiritual connotations, forms, symbols, aesthetics, crafts 

and weaves, for example Kashmiri Muslim carpet makers feature Durga in their patterns, 

Muslim sculptors making idols of Durga, and Hindu craftsmen create the Muharram tazia. 

This religious syncretism based on the vasudhaiva kutumbakam, unity in diversity and multi-

communitarianism is a result of centuries of interfaith exchange and accommodation among 

Indian religions (Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism) and foreign origin religions (Islam 

and Christianity) wherein India communities preserve their own cultural and religious 

identities while facilitating the shared celebration of festivals, customs and traditions. The 

shared Indian national identity is separated from the personal religious identity where 

nation and common social good comes first above the personal religion. 17 

The province of Awadh is famous for its cultural refinement, politeness, generosity, 

sophistication in speech, elegant mannerism (tameez and tehzeeb), and last but not the 

least, high standards of gastronomic etiquette. Awadh has always been the epitome of 

ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ΨtŀƘƭŜ ŀŀǇΩ όȅƻǳ ŦƛǊǎǘύ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ the local residents 

of the city. The very mention of Awadh invokes the mind of language dripping with 

politeness, which is to the splendour of the nawabi era. The nawabi era has been glorified 

down the ages by famous writers, poets and historians. 18 

 

  

 
16 Warikoo, K. (2010). Religion and Security in South and Central Asia. Routledge. 

 
17 Safvi, R. (2015, June 15). Understanding Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb: How diverse is the "Indian 

multiculturalism". Retrieved from DNA: https://www.dnaindia.com/analysis/standpoint-understanding-ganga-
jamuni-tehzeeb-how-diverse-is-the-indian-multiculturalism-1995684 
 
18 Tewari, J. R. (n.d.). Culinary Tourism and Awadhi Cuisine A study of Culinary Tourism at selected tourist 

destinations of Uttar Pradesh. Retrieved March 1, 2021, from Shodhganga : a reservoir of Indian 

theses @ INFLIBNET: https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/272323/4/chapter%201.pdf 
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RIVER GANGA AND KANPUR 
 

River Ganga, the holiest river of the Indian subcontinent carries with itself profound 

religious, spiritual and mythological significance while also being related to socio-cultural 

and economic opportunities. This diverse relationship of Ganga with the people and the 

culture of India is deeply rooted in the psyche of every Indian since childhood through 

folklore, scriptural references and a host of customs and traditions. Driven by faith, tens of 

millions of pilgrims take the holy dip in the Ganga every year and some or the other part of 

their lives is associated through the rituals they perform. An inventory of types of 

congregations, rituals and routine activities of the population staying along this sacred river 

suggests strong interrelationship and emotional dependence of the people. 19 

Hindu religion is recognised by a very wide range of rituals associated with every occasion. 

Water, considered as one of the five constituting elements of the human body, plays a 

central role, and in that context Ganga-jal or water of river Ganga is considered pious and is 

said to wash away one's sins and purify the body. The rituals along the course of Ganga are 

varied, distinct and draw tens of millions of people every year. The historical origin of these 

rituals dates back thousands of years and the faith and belief are rooted deep in Vedic 

scriptures which in turn accord special status to the River Ganga ς as a mother and thereby 

as a sacred entity. These rituals and festivals have evolved over time and have impacted 

Ganga and her devotees in numerous ways and have also been impacted in their turn. In 

this context, this section attempts to capture in brief the beliefs and the significance of 

some of the main samskaras, rituals and festivals typically performed/celebrated along the 

bank of River Ganga. 20 

 

GANGA GHAT FESTIVITIES IN KANPUR DISTRICT 

 

The city of Kanpur offers an incredibly rich history and cultural heritage. One of the most 

prominent centres in Kanpur are the Ganga ghats that touch the city, and the living traditions, 

crafts, festivals and rituals that are celebrated at this site. The ghat is a primary pilgrimage 

centre for Hindus and is set against the backdrop of the mighty Ganga.  

 
19 Indian Institute of Technology. (2013, December). Cultural-Religious Aspects of Ganga Basin. Retrieved from 

cganga.org: http://cganga.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2018/11/045_GBP_IIT_SEC_ANL_07_Ver-1_Dec-
2013_0.pdf 
 
20 Indian Institute of Technology. (2013, December). Cultural-Religious Aspects of Ganga Basin. Retrieved from 

cganga.org: http://cganga.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2018/11/045_GBP_IIT_SEC_ANL_07_Ver-1_Dec-
2013_0.pdf 
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One such tradition is the annual Ganga Mela (held in March) wherein the festivities coincide 

much with those observed during Holi, yet with a classic Kanpurite touch. In fact, this 

weeklong Holi revelry in Kanpur is intertwined, not with mythology, but with the 

independence movement of the 20th century. Its grand conclusion is the aforementioned 

famous Ganga Mela on the Sarsaiyya Ghat on the banks of the river Ganga. 

The history of this Ganga Mela can be traced back to 1942. The British had imposed a curb on 

native festivities, including Holi. In light of this, during the Holi of 1942, freedom fighters 

namely Ghulab Chand Seth, Hamid Khan, Shyam Lal Gupta, Amrik Singh, Raghubar Dayal 

.ƘŀǘǘΣ .ŀƭ YƛǎƘŀƴ {ƘŀǊƳŀΣ ŀƴŘ tƛǘŀƳōŀǊ [ŀƭ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 

freedom and were consequently arrested21. The arrests were met with strong uproar and 

protests in the entire city of Kanpur, following which the British officials succumbed to the 

ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Řŀȅ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ψ!ƴǳǊŀŘƘŀ bŀƪǎƘŀǘǊŀΩ 

according to the Hindu calendar. Post the release of the freedom fighters, the people of 

Kanpur, irrespective of caste, creed and religion, came together and celebrated Holi. By 

evening, their happiness knew no bounds and they set up and organised the historic Ganga 

Mela.  

The tradition of organising Ganga Mela on the Anuradha Nakshatra has continued ever since. 

Generally, this Nakshatra falls seven days after Holi and hence, Holi celebrations in Kanpur 

usually go on for a week. In contemporary times, the Ganga Mela involves a variety of 

culturally interesting and historically relevant elements that constitute a major part of the 

procession - buffalo carts loaded with big drums, horse carts, elephants, tableau of Lord Shiva 

etc. The procession tours the entire city which ends on the banks of Sarsaiyya Ghat. After 

taking part in the morning procession, the civilians bathe in the holy water of Ganga and 

ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DŀƴƎŀ aŜƭŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ Ψaŀǘƪƛ 

tƘƻŘΩΣ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƭocal teams participate to break a pot which is fixed at a 

high length, conducted on Ganga Mela day in Kanpur.  

 

                           

 
21 Singh, Vishwajeet. More fact, some legend: Seven days of festivity. The Hindustan Times, 2006 
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Ganga Mela. Source: spiderimg.amarujala.com 

Perhaps the most fascinating part of this entire festivity is that it is celebrated at the exact 

same historical place where the freedom fighters had hoisted the Tricolour in 1942 ς now 

known as Rajjan Babu Park of Hatia. With participation from members of diverse social and 

religious sections, this festival is an example of communal harmony and unity. Moreover, 

special delicacies are offered to the attendees and flower petals are showered upon them. In 

the evening, Sarsaiyya Ghat in Kanpur becomes a bustling hub of locals and visitors, and turns 

into a meet and greet event for the auspicious occasion of Holi22.  

Situated on the banks of the Ganga, Bithoor is also a site of considerable historical and 

religious importance in Kanpur23. According to Hindu scriptures, Lord Brahma came to 

Utpalaranya, as it was known then, for the creation of mankind. Here, a nail of the horseshoe 

embedded in the steps of the ghat has become an object of special reverence for devotees as 

ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻŦ .ǊŀƘƳŀΩǎ ƘƻǊse which he used while going for the Ashwamedha 

Yajna. The small pool inside Valmiki Ashram, famously known as Sita-kund, has also emerged 

as a tourist attraction24.  

 

 
22 Misra, Ananya. Ganga Mela: Why Holi is celebrated twice in Kanpur. Slow, 2021. 
23 Tewari, Saurabh. Urban Landscape of Bithoor: Between its Pratha and Praja. Trust For Search, 2018.  
24 Final Report: Kanpur City Development Plan Under JNNURM. Heritage and Tourism. 2006. 
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Bithoor on the banks of the Ganga: Land of Brahma and Valmiki. 

 

   

Brahmaôs Khunti or Nail Source: Inditales 

Further, Kanpur is also home to the Ganga Dussehra festivities, particularly at the Parmat and 

Sarsaiyya Ghats. Ganga Dussehra is celebrated in the month of Jyeshtha (June) to 

commemorate Gangavataran, the descent or birth of the river on earth. A local priest 

ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘŜƴ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ WȅŜǎƘǘƘŀ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ϥ5ŀǎƘŀƘŀǊŀΩ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

honour the Ganga. It is believed that if one offers prayers on this day, they will attain salvation 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴ ǎƛƴǎΦέ25 

To mark this auspicious Hindu festival, the devotees in Kanpur offered a 51,000 meter-long 

cloth to holy river Ganges in 201426! The programme was organized by volunteers in 

collaboration with Kanpur's main shrine of Lord Shiva. Starting from Bramhavrat Ghat area at 

one end of Kanpur, the 51,000 meter-long cloth extended till Jajmau area at the other end of 

the city. In Kanpur, there does seem to be a natural move towards preserving and embracing 

these culturally rich sites. The fervour and zest shown by the local communities as well as the 

ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳǎ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ YŀƴǇǳǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ !ŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ 

local and central administration in protecting these sites and making it a viable, cleaner and 

culturally sound space for tourism would reap fruits for the contours of Kanpur.   

 

 

 
25 Ganga Dussehra celebrated in citywith 'Deep daan', 'aarti'. The Times of India, 2013. 
26 Hindu devotees offer 51,000 metre long cloth to holy Ganges on 'Ganga Dussehra'. India TV, 2014.  
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 River Ganga at Kanpur - timesofindia.indiatimes.com 

 

 

 Rituals at Ganga - Nav Bharat Times 

 

OTHER PRACTICES: 

 Mundan Samskara or Mundan is the eighth of the sixteen samskaras that a Hindu is 

supposed to undergo in his/her lifetime. It is the first hair cut for a child and involves 

tonsuring before the first or after the third birth anniversary. In tradition, the hair 

from birth is associated with undesirable traits from past lives. Thus at the time of 

the mundana, the child is freshly shaven to signify freedom from the past and 

moving into the future. The rite is performed as a special ceremony in most homes, 
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for infants. It is a typical ritualistic ceremony performed in holy places such as 

Rishikesh, Haridwar, etc. Besides tonsuring for the young ones, grown up men also 

resort to shaving of their heads on various occasions while visiting holy places. The 

hair thus removed is symbolically offered to the river ς in this case, River Ganga. 

 

 

 A baby's mundan at Ganga ghat - The Times of India 

 Antim Samskara/ Antyeshti. Antim Samskara or cremation is the last of the sixteen 

samskaras that a Hindu is supposed to undergo/embrace upon death. It is a 

ritualistic process where the mortal remains of an individual are consigned to the 

flames. Significance of cremation is far beyond the mere disposal of a dead body in 

hygienic method ς the main objective is to sever the link between the gross body 

and the astral/ subtle body and thereby facilitate onward journey/ transmigration of 

the departed soul to heavenly planets. Typically river banks of Ganga are preferred 

places for cremation in the country as it is believed to free the soul and provide 

heavenly ascent. Cremation is followed by immersion/disposal of the ashes and the 

remains, if any, into the river. 

 

 

 

Cremation at Ganga Ghat - Amar Ujala 
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 Immersion of Ashes. According to Hindu scriptures, the Ganga descended on the 

Earth in response to the penance performed by Sage Bhagirath who persevered to 

secure salvation for 60,000 of his ancestors. As per Hindu beliefs, a soul would get 

moksha if the ashes are immersed into Ganga and it will continue to reside in 

heavenly planets as long as the ashes remain submerged under its holy waters. This 

ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψŀǎǘƛ ǾƛǎŀǊƧŀƴΩ ŀƴŘ IƛƴŘǳ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ 

breadth of India as well as among the diaspora aspire to perform it ideally in 

Haridwar or any other location along its banks. 

 

 

Ash immersion - Parmarth Niketan, parmarth.org 

 

 Jal Samadhi for a sadhu or a sanyasi; it is believed that his/her soul is already 

liberated and hence unlike a householder, the body need not be cremated after 

death, instead it can be released into a water body or even buried. The custom of 

releasing the dead body into a river is known as Jal Samadhi where the intention is to 

serve some purpose even after death whereby lesser species could feed on the body. 

 

 Tarpan represents symbolic offerings of water and flowers to the God, the Sun, 

sages, and ancestors seeking their satisfaction and in return blessings for the 

individual. Typically this is performed on the banks of holy rivers and other water 

bodies at pilgrimage centres. 
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Floral offering in River Ganga - pinterest.com 

 

 Snan is a dip in the Ganga anywhere along its course, but especially at the holy 

places listed earlier; is believed to offer riddance from sins of this and the previous 

lives. This belief alone attracts a large number of pilgrims and tourists alike to the 

banks of the Ganga round the year. Significance of a holy dip is believed to be far 

more on special occasions e.g., Makar Sankranti, solar eclipse, Mahakumbh, etc. and 

accordingly footfalls during such occasions are much more as compared to normal 

days. 

 

 

Ganga Snan during Mahalaya Amavasya - DNA India 

 

 Aarti is a routine ritual which is performed daily or several times in a day and which 

represents paying obeisance to the deity. Ganga Aarti is an elaborate ritualistic 

process accompanied by offerings of sacred fire, water, flowers, incense and of 
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course blowing of conch, and beating of bells, cymbals and drums, etc. At many 

places along the Ganga e.g., Rishikesh, Haridwar and Varanasi, an elaborate Aarti is 

performed every evening which has also emerged as a major draw for the pilgrims, 

tourists and sadhus and sages alike. Besides the head priests, individuals also 

perform the same ritual and release a little lamp and floral offerings into the river. 

 

 Shraadh is a ritual of paying obeisance to one's ancestors. According to Hindu 

scriptures it is believed that depending on its karma a soul after departure from its 

human form could wander into different realms and could suffer. Based on this 

ōŜƭƛŜŦΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎκǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǎƘǊŀŀŘƘ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ 

respectful obeisance to ancestors, satiate their desires, if any, and alleviate 

sufferings of the soul. This is performed during special days in a year and could 

involve a range of rituals at home as well as on the banks of the river or other water 

bodies. 
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CRAFT ï LEATHER INDUSTRY AND 

OTHERS 
 

The state of Uttar Pradesh is renowned as an important supply source for leather products 

globally. In particular, Kanpur is known for fine quality leather tanned by the numerous 

tanneries in the region. 

Leather tanning seems to have reached its zenith by 3000 B. C. The production of shoes 

made for rural use have a robust strength with bold patterns executed in very bright colours 

and heavy coarse stitches. Owing to the wide prevalence in the rural areas, much of the 

tanning is locally done by indigenous methods which are quite labour intensive. 

The skins used earlier were of tiger and deer particularly of the dark variety. Even Lord Shiva 

is seen clothed in a tiger skin and deer skin was used as a seat by the Brahmans of ancient 

India. Shantiniketan, under ǘƘŜ ǇƻŜǘ ¢ŀƎƻǊŜΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΣ ōƭŀȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 

decorative leather items, which include current utility articles. 

 

 

Basic Material Decorative Material Colouring Tools 

Antelope leather 
Camel leather, shell 
powder, glue, wood 
apple, Raw Leather, 
clay, goat skin, 
sheep skin 

Brass, Copper metal, 
beads, embroidery 
threads/ silken floss 

Potassium 
dichromate, aniline, 
vegetable dyes, 
Colours 

Knife, blade and 
chisel, measuring 
tape, revolving 
punch, stitch 
maker, pricking 
awl, a pair of 
scissors, wooden 
mallet, shoe 
hammer 

 

Sheepskin or goatskin is first tanned either with tannic acid derived from tree bark or from 

potassium dichromate to avoid decay. It is finished with aniline. Pattern of the shoe or 

chappal is drawn on thick paper. This tracing is kept on the leather, which is cut accordingly.  
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Leather Tannery in Kanpur - Business Standard 

 

To prepare the edges of the leather for sewing, weight and thickness of the hide is 

considered. If a heavier weight skin is sewn, inner edges to be joined are carefully thinned. 

Once skived and creased, heavy leathers are handled like light and medium weights. Stitch 

gauge is used to mark the seams for stitch holes. Lighter the leather, smaller the spaces 

between the stitches. To give a firm support glue is applied to the flesh or inner side of the 

seam. 

The camel leather is first softened and stretched over a clay mould made in the required 

shape. When the leather hardens, the clay is washed away. A kind of gesso work is used for 

decoration purposes. At first the pattern is drawn on the leather. After this the portion to be 

ornamented is raised by repeatedly applying a special preparation of shell powder mixed 

with glue and a kind of wood apple. The risen surface is painted in gold and other colours 

while the base is coloured black or red to make the shades at the top stand out. 

Leather is first softened and then stretched over a clay mould made in the desired shape. 

When the leather hardens, the clay is washed away. The pattern is first drawn on the 

leather, then the portion to be ornamented is raised by repeatedly applying a special 

preparation of shell powder mixed with glue. When the surface rises it is painted in gold and 

other colours while the base is coloured black or red to make the shades at the top stand 

out. 27 

 
27 Ministry of Textiles. (2021, February 15). Cluster Detail. Retrieved from Ambedkar Hastashilp Vikas Yojana 

(AHVY): http://www.craftclustersofindia.in/site/index.aspx?Clid=687# 
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In manufacturing leather goods, the first step is to process animal skins and hides into 

leather. A large proportion of hides and skins are sourced from fallen animals, from both 

rural and urban areas. The collection and distribution of fallen stock is a complex step. As 

soon as an animal dies a natural death, the owner becomes anxious to dispose of the 

ŎŀǊŎŀǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ΨchamarΩ ώƘŀǊƛƧŀƴϐ ǿƘƻ 

ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ŀ Ψ.ƘŀƎŀǊΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜΦ hŦǘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭ 

before flaying begins and the carcass becomes exposed to vultures and bacteria which 

deteriorate the leather making properties of the hide. The dead animal now is the perquisite 

of the village chamar [harijan], who takes the hide of the carcass- which is the primary 

product of leather. 28 

After the hides are received in the tannery, the hides need to be soaked for cleaning 

purposes and to soften the fibres so as to bring them as close as possible to the state of 

green hides. The methods and duration of soaking depend on the condition in which the 

hide is received by the tannery. The soaking process requires special care to be taken of the 

bacterial content of the soak water, its temperature and duration. A perfectly soaked hide 

has a slippery and flexible feel. 

The process which follows soaking is known as liming. Liming is done to loosen up the hair 

on the hides so that it can be scraped off. Usually, an alkaline mixture or lime and sulphide 

mixture is used and then the depilation process is carried out, which involves the removal of 

the hair. 

The next process is bating, which is mainly done to make the grain surface of leather clean, 

smooth and fine and also to make the leather soft, pliable and stretchy. Bating also 

minimises growth marks and drawn grain removes scud and flattens the grain. The degree 

of bating depends on the purpose for which leather is being manufactured. For many 

centuries, up to the early 20th century dog, pigeon or hen dung was used for bating. Hen and 

pigeon dung are more penetrating due to the presence of uric acid but are less softening. 

Hence, thicker hides required hen and pigeon dung as less bating was required for harness 

leather. Bating liquors prepared from these dungs were used at normal temperature to 

render their action slow and to give bate sufficient time to penetrate the pelt gradually and 

uniformly. Glazed kid made from goat skins required more intense bating and hence dog 

ŘǳƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǎƻŦǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭƛŀōƭŜΦ {ƛƴŎŜ Ǝƻŀǘ ǎƪƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

require much bating penetration, the dog dung liquor was used at a higher temperature. 29 

Bating is followed by drenching, which essentially is a process of de-liming the hides or the 

skins with a fermented infusion of wheat bran and other similar substances. Fermentation 

of wheat bran produces weak acids that de-lime the pelts. This process also produces gases 

between the fibres which help to separate the fibres and helps in the de-liming. 

 
 
28 Ahmad Jamal, M. (1987). Leather Industry in UP. Kanpur University, Chapter 04. 

 
29 Ahmad Jamal, M. (1987). Leather Industry in UP. Kanpur University, Chapter 04. 
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This is followed by the process of pickling, in which the hides are brought into an acidic 

condition by treatment with an acid and salt solution. 

All of the processes mentioned above are pre-tanning processes. The pelts, even after 

passing through the pre-tanning processes, still remain raw and are subject to getting 

putrefied after a time. The innate putrefy-able condition of the pelts can only be changed by 

the process of tanning. Tanning converts the animal hides and skins into a substance that 

does not putrefy, does not dry and does not swell when it gets wet- this substance is called 

leather. 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ .ŀƎ ǘŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜŘ ōȅ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ΨharijansΩΦ 

Other two important processes are Vegetable tanning and Chrome tanning. For vegetable 

tanning wood, nuts, barks, etc. are used as agents. These materials are soaked in water and 

a liquor is prepared. Then the animal hides are soaked in the liquor for a month or more. In 

chrome tanning, the hides are treated with a solution of chrome salts for a few hours and 

then treated with fats. 30 

Following tanning is the process of Shaving or Splitting. In this process the thickness of the 

hides is evened out by shaving or the thicker layers are split into two or three layers of 

leather. 

Dyeing is the next process in manufacturing of leather, synthetic coal-tar dyestuffs have 

largely superseded vegetable products for dyeing leather. In leather, the colour is required 

to permeate thoroughly into the substance of fibre and not merely coat the surface. Some 

commonly used dyeing techniques for leather are- Tray dyeing, Paddle dyeing, Drum dyeing, 

Brush dyeing and Spray dyeing; of which the Drum dyeing technique is commonly practiced. 

Next, the fibres of tanned leather need to be lubricated with a coating of oil so as to prevent 

the fibres from sticking together during the drying process. Fat-lubrication gives leather 

flexibility, strength and soft handle. 

Finishing of leather is the next process, which is done to improve the appeal and to make 

the leather adaptable for fashion and styling. Traditionally, finishing was done by coating 

mixtures of dyewoods, mucilage, oxblood, milk and egg whites. Pigment finishing is the 

process that is followed nowadays as it assures even surfacing even on hides with uneven 

surfaces. After finishing, the leather is dried and is now ready for manufacturing of products. 
31 

Product diversification in leather goods mainly includes footwear, purses, belts, luggage, 

industrial leather goods, agricultural leather goods, sports goods and the requirements of 

the army and the police force. 

Under the One District One Product Scheme of Uttar Pradesh government, which aims to 

provide employment avenues to the youth within the districts, thereby eliminating the need 

 
30 Ahmad Jamal, M. (1987). Leather Industry in UP. Kanpur University, Chapter 04. 

 
31 Ahmad Jamal, M. (1987). Leather Industry in UP. Kanpur University, Chapter 04. 



  

32 
 

to migrate to cities. With the scheme considering only one product per district these 

districts will be able to specialize in the manufacturing process of the product which will 

eventually increase the quality of the products and they will be able to compete on the 

Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǎŎŀƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ YŀƴǇǳǊ bŀƎŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ψ[ŜŀǘƘŜǊ tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊ ODOP 

Scheme of Uttar Pradesh. This will enable the people to gain expertise in manufacturing of 

Leather and 14 leather related products and the quality of the products will eventually be 

raised to the international standards. Kanpur is the sole producer of saddlery products and 

is also a prominent centre for leather processing. 32 

 

OTHER ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES AND INDUSTRIAL CLUSTERS 

The city of Kanpur has traditionally been an industrial centre; and at one point of time, it 

was the second largest industrial centre in India, only after Kolkata. Due to the large number 

of cotton textile mills and a vibrant trade centre, it was also callŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩΦ 

Kanpur, due to its advantageous geographical location, at a vantage point on two national 

highways i.e. NH2 and NH25; raw material availability for many industries viz. Leather, food 

processing, plastics etc., proximity to large markets, availability of skilled manpower have all 

contributed to the acceleration of economic growth of Kanpur. 

During the British times, it was mainly the industries related to tanneries, cotton and 

woollen clothes production, sugar mills, flour mills, refineries which were established in 

Kanpur. Kanpur during that time was of strategic importance for movement of troops from 

one region of the country to another. This led to development of a large cantonment base 

at Kanpur and contributed to development of the leather industry in the form of various 

saddle units catering to the requirement of British troupes. After independence, Kanpur 

continued to be an important city and large public sector companies such as British India 

Corporation, National Textile Corporation, ordnance factories, etc. were set up here. At 

present, Kanpur has mostly industries relating to leather shoe-making and cotton textiles. 

Other factories manufacture silk, woollen and jute textiles, food products, fire-bricks, 

fertilizers, railway wagons, textile machinery, television sets, metal ware, leather goods, 

soap, tents, durries, fountain pens, hosiery, cutlery, television picture tubes, etc. 33 

 
32 MSME Development Institute. (2021, May 14). District Industrial Profiles. Retrieved from MSME 

Development Institute, Kanpur: 
http://www.msmedikanpur.gov.in/cmdatahien/dip/DIP%20Kanpur%20Nagar.pdf 
 
33 JPS Associates Pvt. Ltd. (2006). Kanpur City Development Plan. Kanpur: Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 

Renewal Mission (JNNURM). 
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 Some Leather products manufactured in Kanpur - knocksense.com 

 

Manufacturing Sector Service Sector 

1.      Cotton Hosiery Cold Storage Industry 

2.  Readymade Garments Tailoring (Job Work) 

3.  Soaps & Detergents Motor Vehicle / Motor Cycle Repairing 

4.  Paint & Allied Industries Repair of TV, VCR, Radio, Tape recorder, 
Refrigerator and other similar items 

5.  Harness & Saddlery Repair of Household Electrical Appliances 

6.  Sandals & Chappals Repair of Bicycle, Cycles Rickshaw and 
other mechanized vehicles 

7.  Steel Furniture Repair and maintenance of Electric 
Motors, Generators and Transformers 

8.  Bakery & Namkeen  

9.  Pharmaceuticals 

10.  Corrugated Paper & Conversion 
Products 

11.  Power-loom Textiles 

12.  Plastic Products 

13.  Pan Masala 

14.  Agriculture based Industries 

15.  Leather Tanning 
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Chart Courtesy: MSME Development Institute. (2021, May 14). District Industrial Profiles. 

Retrieved from MSME Development Institute, Kanpur: 

http://www.msmedikanpur.gov.in/cmdatahien/dip/DIP%20Kanpur%20Nagar.pdf  

 

ROPE CRAFT: 

The Rassi Walas in Kanpur make their produce using a machine called the charkha. The 

demand for their product is there throughout the year, although it reduces in the monsoon 

season because the charkhas have to be dried out. 

  

Stages of Rope making 

The rassi walas supply their product to the local traders and shopkeepers in the nearby 

market who tell the rassi walas how much to produce. Everyday almost 200 kilos of the 

product is made. The rate of the product is 60 rupees per kilo. Each worker earns around 

450 rupees per day after working for 12 hours. The major grievance of the labour working 

with these charkhas is the number of work hours they have to put in to get their daily 

wages. The contractor often makes more money and the workers get the minimum amount 

despite working beyond 8 hours. 

The workers do not have any support from an external organization and their work does 

not fall under any government scheme. Moreover, the charkha work happens on the 
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roadside and there have been instances where the workers have been forced to close down 

their shops due to the orders of the police. The lack of a permanent space like land or 

property for the labourers to work, makes them vulnerable to their surroundings and 

threatens their livelihood. 
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Rope making in process   
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CUISINE OF KANPUR 
 

The wealth, prosperity and richness of cultural heritage of any region is displayed through 

the variety of food consumed as well as the way it is presented. Kanpur is known for its 

Awadhi cuisine, which is native to the Awadh region in the state of Uttar Pradesh. 

The various invaders to the Indian sub-continent had in some way influenced the cooking 

and feeding habits, as many of them settled in the fertile land of the doab. It was the 

intermingling of these people with local residents of the area that gave rise to new and 

improved cuisine. 34 

It is said that the chefs of Awadh region invented the ΨŘǳƳΩ style of cooking, which is 

essentially a method of slow cooking. Awadhi cuisine is known for its kebabs namely Kakori, 

Galawati, Shami, Boti and Seekh, which are some of the popular ones in the region. Awadhi 

kebabs are distinct from kebabs from other regions as they are grilled on a chulha or 

sometimes on a skillet. Awadh region, being geographically located on the most fertile land 

of the Gangetic plains produces a variety of vegetables, cereals, grains, maze, and pulses. 

Fruits such as mangoes, jackfruit, litchi, guava, lemon, and melon are also cultivated in the 

region. 

 

 

Awadhi Cuisine- Kebab and Parantha ς TripAdvisor 

 
34 Tewari, J. R. (n.d.). Culinary Tourism and Awadhi Cuisine A study of Culinary Tourism at selected tourist 

destinations of Uttar Pradesh. Retrieved March 1, 2021, from Shodhganga : a reservoir of Indian theses @ 
INFLIBNET: https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/272323/4/chapter%201.pdf 
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Dum cooking - Creative Kitchen 

 

Curry preparations include kormas- both vegetarian and non-vegetarian ones made using 

chicken, lamb, or fish. 

Rice preparations include pulao, biryani and tehri- all of which are rice-based dishes 

flavoured with spices and layered with either vegetarian or non-vegetarian curries. Biryani 

in particular is cooked along with meat in ghee, along with aromatic spices. 

Since wheat is the staple in the region, a variety of flatbreads are consumed by the 

population- roti, paratha, puri, kulcha, naan, rumali roti, tandoori roti, sheermaal, to name a 

few. 

Awadhi cuisine is classified as the richest and most lavish cuisine of North India. The 

Muslims brought a refined and courtly etiquette of both group and individual dining, and of 

sharing food and fellowship. Food items indigenous to India were enriched with nuts, 

raisins, spices, and ghee (clarified butter). Chefs of the royal kitchen got enough liberty in 

creating innovative, lavish, rich and mouth-watering dishes. The richness of cuisine depends 

upon the variety of ingredients available for cooking. During the reign of nawabs non-

vegetarian ingredients like lamb, fish, chicken, bater, teetar, game birds, and game animals 

were available along with vegetarian ingredients like pulses, rice, cereals, millets, 

vegetables, fruits and nuts. Cooking medium was desi ghee, butter and mustard oil. 

Generous use of dry fruits was in practice. 35 

 
35 Tewari, J. R. (n.d.). Culinary Tourism and Awadhi Cuisine A study of Culinary Tourism at selected tourist 

destinations of Uttar Pradesh. Retrieved March 1, 2021, from Shodhganga : a reservoir of Indian theses @ 
INFLIBNET: https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/272323/4/chapter%201.pdf 
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Chaat or street food is widely popular in Kanpur. One of the most popular food items in 

YŀƴǇǳǊ ƛǎ ΨōŀŘƴŀŀƳ ƪǳƭŦƛΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǘƘŀƎƎǳ ƪŜ ƭŀŘŘƻƻΩ ƻǊ ΨƭŀŘŘƻƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŀǘŜǊΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ 

evolved into an eponymous brand.  

A third-generation entrepreneur of the brand, Ravi Pandey, says άOur grandfather was the 

follower of Mahatma Gandhi and was a regular at his public meetings. He would get 

motivated bȅ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀƘŀǘƳŀΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘŜǎΦ hƴŎŜΣ DŀƴŘƘƛƧƛ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳƎŀǊ ŀǎ ǿƘƛǘŜ 

poison. His words put our grandfather in a dilemma. As a follower of Gandhi, he wondered 

how he would prepare laddu without sugar. So, he decided to be true to his customers and 

named his product Thaggu ke Laddu, implying that he was a cheat because he was using 

sugar in his laddus.έ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ¢ƘŀƎƎǳ ƪŜ ƭŀŘŘƻƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƛƴ YŀƴǇǳǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ƙƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳŜƭƛƎƘǘ 

when in 2004, actors Abhishek Bachchan and Rani Mukherjee hit the spot to shoot for their 

movie Bunty aur Babli. Any director or producer who wanted to show Kanpur in their 

production showcased their brand name and gradually, Thaggu ke Laddu became a 

destination brand. 36  

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭǘȅ ƻŦ YŀƴǇǳǊ ƛǎ ΨƳŀƭŀƛ ƳŀƪƘŀƴΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ has earned a reputation in food 

ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜǎǎŜǊǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŘǳƻǳǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ /ƻǿΩǎ Ƴƛƭƪ ƛǎ ōƻƛƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŦǘ 

under the sky in winter nights- the dew laden milk is churned into a delicate, fluffy 

substance which is then garnished with saffron along with powdered cardamom, almond 

flakes and pistachio. 

 

 

Malai makhan - Times of India 

 

 
36 Agarwal, P. (2019, December 17). From selling on the streets to becoming a destination brand, the story of 

YŀƴǇǳǊΩǎ ¢ƘŀƎƎǳ ƪŜ [ŀŘŘǳΦ Retrieved from Your Story: https://yourstory.com/smbstory/thaggu-ke-laddu-
kanpur-business-entrepreneurs-badnaam-kulfi-bunty-babli-pati-patni-aur-wo 
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HERITAGE AND PLACES OF 

CULTURAL IMPORTANCE 
 

Kanpur is a region of immense historical importance and so has centres of historical, 

religious and commercial importance. 

Up to the 1st half of the 18th century Kanpur was an insignificant village. In May, 1765, 

Shuja-ud-daula, the Nawab Wazir of Awadh, was defeated by the British near Jajmau. The 

strategic importance of the site was realized by the British during this time. European 

businessmen had gradually started establishing in Kanpur. 37 

After 1857, the development of Kanpur was phenomenal. The Government Harness and 

Saddler Factory was started for supplying leather material for the army in 1860, followed by 

Cooper Allen & Co. in 1880. The first cotton textile mill, the Elgin Mills, were started in 1862 

and Muir Mills in 1882. 38 

Historical sites in Kanpur include Jajmau, where excavations were carried out in the 1950s to 

discover exquisite antiquities. Jajmau was known as Siddhapuri in ancient times and is said 

to have been the kingdom of Yayati, the Puranic king. The high mound overhanging the 

Ganga is known as the site of his fort. Today, Jajmau has temples dedicated to Siddhnath 

and Siddha Devi along with the mausoleum of Makhdum Shah Ala-ul-Haq, the famous Sufi 

saint, built by Firoz Shah Tughlaq in 1358. A mosque built by Kulich Khan in 1679 is also 

situated here. 

¢ƘŜ ƳƻǳƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƭƛŎǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǇŀƭŀŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇǎƛŘŜ Řƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

curse of the Sufi saint Hazrat Makhdoom Shah Baba whose mausoleum can still be seen. 

Historically, Tughlaq dynasty ruler Sultan Firoz Shah Tughlaq built his tomb in 1358 AD. 

Besides, a mosque constructed by Kulich Khan in 1679 AD also stands. 39 

Partial excavations of the mound are suggestive of mud-bricks for making houses and also 

burnt-bricks to make streets, an iron artefact, red-ware, pottery, terracotta seals and house 

complexes in a quite unbroken condition. By its topographical expansion, it seemed this 

region had been developed during the medieval times. 40 

 
37 JPS Associates Pvt. Ltd. (2006). Kanpur City Development Plan. Kanpur: Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 

Renewal Mission (JNNURM). 
 
38 JPS Associates Pvt. Ltd. (2006). Kanpur City Development Plan. Kanpur: Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 

Renewal Mission (JNNURM). 
 
39 Ahmad, S. (2017, March 9). JAJMAU: From the past to the present. Retrieved from YourStory.com: 

https://yourstory.com/mystory/713ccaee12-jajmau-from-the-past-to-the-present/amp 
 
40 Ahmad, S. (2017, March 9). JAJMAU: From the past to the present. Retrieved from YourStory.com: 

https://yourstory.com/mystory/713ccaee12-jajmau-from-the-past-to-the-present/amp 
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Excavated site at Jajmau ς archive.indianexpress.com 

 

Bithoor, which is located 27 kms from Kanpur is another important site of historical and 

religious importance. According to scriptures, Lord Brahma came to this region for the 

creation of mankind, and the place came to be called Brahmavarta. Lord Brahma also 

installed a shivling, which is worshipped as Brahmeshwar Mahadeva at the Brahmavarta 

Ghat of Bithoor. Valmiki Ashram at Bithoor is another important site, which houses a pool 

ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ{ƛǘŀ-ƪǳƴŘΩ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ Ψ{ƛǘŀ-ǊŀǎƻƛΩΦ ΨSǿŀǊƎŀ bŀǎŜƛƴŜŜΩ ƻǊ 5ŜŜǇ aŀƭƛƪŀ {ǘŀƳōƘŀΣ 

studded with niches all around for illumination, is also located in Valmiki Ashram.  
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A nail of the Horse shoe embedded in the steps of the ghat is an object of special reverence 

for devotees as it is considered to ōŜ ƻŦ .ǊŀƘƳŀΩǎ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

Ashwamedha Yajna. On the completion of the yajna, the forests of Utpalaranya came to be 

known as Brahmavarta, from which the Bithoor name is derived. In later centuries, 

Uttanpad ruled the Brahmavarta and his son Dhruva did penance here in order to please 

Brahma and the place is known as Dhruva Teela. 41 

.ƛǘƘƻƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ Ψ.ŀŀǾŀƴ ƎƘŀǘƻƴ ƪƛ ƴŀƎǊƛΩ ƻǊ Ψ/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ рн ƎƘŀǘǎΩΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴƭȅ 

29 are still left. Patthar Ghat built by Raja Tikaitrai is one of the most beautiful ghats. 

Another important ghat is the Kalvari Ghat, where a temple dedicated to Lord Ganesha was 

built by the Peshwas still exists. Other notable sites at Bithoor are the Tripura Sundri temple, 

 
41 JPS Associates Pvt. Ltd. (2006). Kanpur City Development Plan. Kanpur: Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 

Renewal Mission (JNNURM). 
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Shivananda Ashram, Gyaneshwar Mahadev temple, Janki temple, Pantha Devi temple and 

Sri Gayatri Dham. 

 

Bhramavat Ghat at Bithoor - Postcards of India, BlogSpot 

Kos Minars are ancient, unprotected structures built during the Mughal period by Sher Shah 

Suri; with successive minars located at a distance of 1 Kos or 3.2 kms from each other. Kos 

minars were built to make journeys safer and more planned. 

 

Present condition of Kos Minars in Kanpur - hiddenheritage.in 

 



  

44 
 

bƛōƛȅŀ YƘŜǊŀΩǎ .ǊƛŎƪ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎƛǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ 

view. This brick temple complex is built in panchayatana style with a central shrine and four 

subsidiary shrines. However not all the subsidiary shrines are at the corners? Three 

subsidiary shrines are built at the corner but one is built in line with the northern wall of the 

central shrine. Central shrine is a fine example of Latina shikhara of Nagar temple style. A 

small antarala precedes the garbha-griha. The sanctum has a barrel-like roof while the 

shikhara above the sanctum rises above the base in curvilinear fashion. Bhadra-niches are 

provided at all external walls, however all are empty at present. The front portion of the 

antarala seems to have been renovated in recent times. Ganga and Yamuna are present at 

the bottom of the antarala door jambs. An image of Lakshmi is present at lalata-bimba, 

center of lintel. Nava-griha (nine planets) are present on the architrave above the door 

lintel. A Shivalinga is placed inside the sanctum. There is a panel on the inner west wall of 

the sanctum however the images are much worn out due to excessive usage of vermilion 

and other ointment-like material. It appears that one image could be of Kartikeya and 

another might be of Veerbhadra. The four subsidiary shrines are almost the same in style 

and construction. All are without a roof. The entrance is triangular in shape. All these 

shrines are empty at present. 42 

 

 

Nibiya Khera's Brick Temple - Indian History and Architecture, puratattva.com 

 
42 Saxena, S. (2011, December 6). Nibiya Khera ς Brick Temple Complex. Retrieved from Indian History and 

Architecture- Navigating Indian History through its Architecture: https://puratattva.in/2011/12/06/nibiya-
khera-brick-temple-complex-1383 
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The Kanpur Memorial Church was built in 1875 in honour of the British who lost their lives in 

the war of 1857. The Church was designed by Walter Granville, architect of east Bengal 

Railway. The complete church in Lombardic Gothic style is attractively executed in bright red 

brick with polychrome dressings. To the east of the church is a Memorial Garden which can 

be approached through two gateways. It has a handsome carved gothic screen designed by 

Henry Yule. Its centre is occupied by the beautiful carved figure of an angel by Baron Carlo 

Marochetti, with crossed arms, holding palons i.e. symbols of peace. The king Edward VII 

memorial hall and Christ Church building are other noteworthy buildings built in 1840. 43 

 

 

Kanpur Memorial Church - kanpurnagar.nic.in 

 

The Jain Glass Temple is a modern architectural marvel in Kanpur. It was built 150 years ago- 

initially built out of stone, the temple was renovated by Lala Raghunath Bhandari with glass 

and meenakari work. 44  

It has exquisite work of glass to the extent that the temple literally glows with glass-work 

throughout. The ornate mirror work covers the surfaces of the walls, floor and ceiling of the 

 
43 JPS Associates Pvt. Ltd. (2006). Kanpur City Development Plan. Kanpur: Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban 

Renewal Mission (JNNURM). 
 
44 Pandey, S. (2021, February 24). Kanpur's Jain Glass Temple marks 150 years with festivities over a three-day 

period. Retrieved from Knocksense.com: https://www.knocksense.com/kanpur/kanpurs-jain-glass-temple-
marks-150-years-with-festivities-over-a-three-day-period 
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temple. Stained glass murals add elegance to the temple complex. The murals have been 

designed in such a way that these depict teachings which have been taken from different 

Jain scriptures. Marble has been extensively used in the flooring of Jain Glass Temple 

lending the temple complex a unique ambience. Ornamental arches make up most of the 

interiors of the temple. The Jain Glass Temple is specially decked up during the Paryushana 

Parva celebrations. Special discourse sessions on Kalpa Sutra are held during this period at 

the Jain Glass temple. A procession of Kalpa Sutra is also carried out through the lanes of 

Kanpur and pilgrims participate in it with full devotion. 

 

 

Jain Glass Temple - tripadvisor.com 

 

Kanpur Sangrahalaya is the official museum in Kanpur, established in 1999. It houses 

artefacts and exhibits that tell the tale of the events and people who influenced the making 

of Kanpur city, including many interesting details about the historical past of the city. 
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Located in Phool Bagh Ground at the intersection of Mall Road and the Kanpur-Lucknow 

Road, the museum's collection includes an old colonial period artillery gun. 45 

 

Bhitargaon is a small village in Kanpur district and is famous for an ancient brick temple of 

the Gupta period. As per a local tradition, there was a city named Pushp-pur in the olden 

days; the middle part of that city was known as Bhitargaon, which literally means the inner 

village. The external part of the city is known as Barigaon (which means the outer village), 

which is adjacent to Bhitargaon separated at a distance of about 1 km. 46 

 

 

Information plaque by ASI - Anshika Shukla, medium.com 

 
45 Travellers, T. L. (2021, May 14). Kanpur Beyond Stereotypes: The City with a Little of Everything! Retrieved 

from tripoto.com: https://www.tripoto.com/uttar-pradesh/trips/kanpur-beyond-stereotypes-the-city-with-a-
little-of-everything-5dad96a31a569 
 
46 Saxena, S. (2011, December 4). Bhitargaon ς The Glory in Terracotta. Retrieved from Indian History and 

Architecture: https://puratattva.in/2011/12/04/bhitargaon-the-glory-in-the-terracottas-1366 
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This temple is located amidst houses and a market place, suddenly springing into view to a 

visitor. Alexander Cunningham visited this place in 1877 and again in 1878 on the invitation 

of the King Shiv Pratap who should be credited in putting this monument on the heritage 

map of India. 

 

 

 Photo by JD Beglar (1875)- Anshika Shukla, medium.com 
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View of Temple from western side - Anshika Shukla, medium.com 

 

The Bhitargaon Temple is a terraced brick building fronted with a terracotta panel. Built in 

the 5th century during the Gupta period, it is the oldest remaining brick/ terracotta 

Hindu shrine with a roof and a high shikhara, though its upper chamber did sustain some 

damage in the 18th century. The temple is built on a square plan with double-recessed 

corners, and faces east. There is a tall pyramidal spire over the garbhagriha. The walls are 

decorated with terracotta panels depicting aquatic monsters, Shiva and Vishnu etc. 

When Alexander Cunningham first visited the site, the remains of the porch and of 

the ardhamandapa were still visible, which later collapsed. 
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Varaha (centre), and Vishnu with Ayudhapurushas (left) depicted on the larger terracotta panels while in one of the niches 
above Krishna is shown wrestling with someone - Anshika Shukla, medium.com 

 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ŀǘ .ƘƛǘŀǊƎŀƻƴ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ΨǎǇƭŜƴŘƻǳǊ ƛƴ ōǊƛŎƪǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ 

bustling surroundings, this ancient temple, which was once dedicated to the worship of 

Bhagwan Vishnu, is an oasis of delight and meditative calm. The temple compound is a fairly 

small, square plot of land with the shrine situated in the middle of the complex. Compared 

to its open environs, as seen in the pictures from the late 19th century, the place is now a 

teeming centre of rural economic activities. Rising eloquently from amidst a thick habitation 

this shrine is an important site for the study of the art and architectural traditions prevalent 

during the Gupta age. 47 

The terracotta art for which this ancient brick temple is famous was one of the ancient 

crafts of India. Trade in kaulalaka (things made by the kulala or potter) and prakriti (images) 

on the Uttarapatha route is referred to by Panini in his work. There are also references to 

terracotta art-ware being transported in bullock carts and then shipped to distant islands in 

other texts such as the Jain text Nayadhammakahao. Well organised and prosperous srenis 

(guilds) of kumbhakaras (potters) commanded the manufacturing and trade in terracotta. As 

per Vogel the decorations on the temple at Bhitargaon are similar to those found on the 

Nirvana temple at Kasia which could be dated to no later than the Gupta era and could 

perhaps even be from the time of the Kushans. This temple is possibly older to both the 

Devgadh and Bhumara temples and can be assigned a date of construction sometime in the 

mid fifth century CE of the Gupta era. Much like the other temples of northern India its 

 
47 Shukla, A. (2019, August 12). The Essence of Civilisation ς An essay on the ancient brick temple at 

Bhitargaon, Kanpur. Retrieved from Medium.com: https://medium.com/@cherrywalnut529/essence-of-
civilisation-the-ancient-brick-temple-of-bhitargaon-kanpur-a-splendour-in-terracotta-3d1620ea1734 
 


