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INTRODUCTION

The district of Sahibganj lies approximately between 24042' north and 25021' north

latitude and between 87025'

and 87054 east longitude. Sahibganj is the

administrative headquarter of the district and situated on the bank of the river

Ganges at 25015' ndrtlatitude and 87038' east longitude. The geographical area of

the district is 1599.00 sqg. km. It

is bound tire north by the river Ganges and

district of Katihar, on the south by the district Godda, on the east by Maldah and

Murshidabad districts of thetate of

West Bengal, and on the west by Bhagalpur and

Godda districts.
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A large part of the district is hilly. The vast tract of land enclosed between hill ranges

had been assigned a nam@aminl-k

oh, which is a Persian word meag Skirts of

the hills The region on the bank of the Ganges is fertile and richly cultivated.




Evening view of Sahibganj town from the Ganga

Sahibganj means a place or ganj of sahebs or sahibs. Ganj is a common suffix/prefix
meaning "treasured place" or "neighborhood" in HinBengaliand Urdu, used in
names of bazaar, mandi, store, market place and townmdlg Bangladeshand

Nepal The place could have also likely been given its name becavsealEnglish

and other Europeasand worked in and around the railway station during the British

Raj.

The district may be divided into two natural divisions on the basis of itsrgpbigal
location and cultivable land-irst region consists of Borio, Mandro, Barhait, Pathna
and Taljhari blocks and lies under Dasikoh area. The hills and slopes are covered
with forests, once denséut scanty now. The valleys have cultivable landslding

mostly paddy.

Sahibgan;j is situated on the Jamalpur Howrah railway loopline, which is said to be
the second oldest railway line of india. Bhagalpur, a famous town of ,Bh@b Km

west to this district.

The inhabitants of this region are generally Paharias, Mal Paharias and Santhals. The
inhabitants on the hilltop cultivate Barbatti and maize using rainwater. The second
region consists of Sahibganj, Rajmahal, Udhwa and Barharwa blocks. This plain

region onsists of the uplands, undulation along ridges and depressions. Thea,Gang
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Gumani and Bansloi rivers flow through this region. This area has plenty of fertile
lands and is richly cultivated. The inhabitants of this region are mainly raitiie

people ofdifferent castes, Paharias and Santhals.

View ofthe Ganga inSahibganjfrom the nearby hills

Santhalis most likely derived from a Bengali exonym. The term refers to inhabitants

of Saont, now in the Midnapore region of West Bengal, the traditional homeland of

the SantalsThe history of the Sahibganj district is inseparable from the history of its

parent district of Santhal Pargana with its headquarters at Dumka and interrelated

with the history of Godda, Dumka, Deoghar and Pakur districts. Several historical and
archaeological evidence place it as old as the period of Stone Age where stone
implements suchas axe, hammers, arrowheads or agricultural implements have

0SSy SEOF@IGSR G @FINAR2dza -KSHERER QDgOGaadd
shouldered headed celts have been the characteristic feature of NE Indian Neolithic

cultures (7000 B.C.) and ameasuch as Bihar and Jharkhand too have such

archaeological pieces of evidence in their various sites.



Situated in the lush green state of Jharkhand, Sahibganj district ranks thirteenth in
terms of total population in the state and thirteenth in regarddecadal population

growth rate (200111) among the twentfour districts.

Postindependence in 1947nhe Government of India Identified the demographic
region as a backward and underdeveloped area and tried upliftment through various
policies, but the deased results were not achieved and even till the end of 20th
century, conditions remained poor. It was only on"l§ovember 2000 that the
Jharkhand movement, which was for long being spearheaded by the tribal

population resulted inthe creation ofthe state of Jharkhand.

Nestled in the lap of Mother Ganga, Sahibganj owns a very special position regarding
its glorious past. The historic Rajmahal hdfsJurassicage lie as the southern
boundary of this district. These hills are the abadene of the rarest tribes of India

like the SauriaPahariaand MaisaPahatria.

The birthplace of the immortal freedom fighters Siddwed Kanho, Bhognadilis also
situated in this district. Its subivisional headquarteRajmahal has golden history

of its own. Its historicassociationgoes up tothe Mughal Emperor Akbar and Raja
Man Singh. Later, it remained for a lotighe the capital of the undivided Bengal,
Bihar and Orissa province. Singbalan, Kanhaiyasthardami Masjid, Baradwari,
Telagahi Fat and Fossil Park, are some of the historic and tourist places of this

district.
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HISTORY: THE MUGHAL SULTANATE

The Mughal absorption of Bengal initially progressed during the reigns of the first

two emperors Baburand Humayun

Consistent history of Sahibganj can be traced from the 13th century when Bakhtiar
Khilji (Sultanatee-Dilli) visited Bengal whit his Muslim armies through Teliagarhi
Pass. During the visit, he captured Bengal where Sahebganj was also a prominent
part. Again, the battle took place betweddumayun,and Sher Shah Suri and the
Mughal rule wasestablishedon 12 July 1576. Then, sesk Mughal rulers ruled
Bengal.During the reign of Akbar, Rajmahacame the capital of Bengal. On 7th
November 1595, the city was named as Agmahal, but later renamed to mdgdzar

by Raja Man Singh

lllustration of Babarreciting verses tdHumayun

Image sourcehttps://zompist.wordpress.com/2017/06/30/urdypoetry/
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Within the Sahibganj district of Jharkhandslthe town of Rajmahal which holds

great historical importance. Bease ofits strong geepolitical position, Rajmahal

A

gl a aStSOGSR Ia | OFLaAadGlrt OAlGe 2F GKS adal

the port as well as the mirtity.

Ruins of the mint in Rajmahal

The port city of Sahibgan] was often challenged by natural difficulties such as
changes in the course of the Ganga and forest fires. Later the capital city was moved
to Dhaka. But this location ensured unrivalled upper hand for the kingdom with
command ove the river Ganga in the region and the strategic placement of the

Teliagarhi Fort at the bordering pass.

With time, the city further developed its size, population and its commercial
activities. It came up as a magnificent city with a palace and sevitval buildings
of royal importance being created like the Jami Masjid, Baradari building, Singhi

Dalan, Machi Bhawan etc.
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Baradari built in Nageshwar Bagh, Rajmahal, during the Mughal Rule

A large lake named Anand Sarovar was created by Prince Shojayasha Governor
during the time period of 1639660 A.D. He played a key role in strengthening the

fortified areas as well as building new buildings of royal importance.

"Remains of a Musjid attached to 'The Palace of the Lion', Rajmahal," from the
lllustrated London News, 1857

13



Image source:
https://www.antiquemapsandprints.com/indienusjidremainspalaceof-the-lion-ra
jmahalantique-print-185791417p.asp?hcb=1
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Shah Shuja's headquarters at Rajmahal, from *Prevost*, c.1750s

Image Source:
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/O0routesdata/1500 1599/akbar/be
ngal_rajmahal/bengal_rajmahal.html?hcb=21http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/p
ritchett/O0routesdata/1500_1599/akbar/bengal_rajmahal/bengal_rajmahal.html?hc
b=1

Early records from theMughal period suggest that the town was more prosperous
when Ganga was closer to the citfhe ships easily reached the port town. But with

the change in course of the river the condition of the town also changed. Another
reason for the downfall was patiolg of Portuguese bandits because the town also
had the provincial mint. The mention of the panity is also found on coins of the
Mughal rulers as Akbarnagar. Many travelers and records of the East India Company
also have various mentions of the cityajRahal continued to operate its mint for

almost 200 years from 1570770 AD until it was shifted to Murshidabad by Murshid

14



Quli Khan. While it was the mhaity, coins of Akbar, Aurangzeb and Jehangir were
issued. In the travelogue of Manrique, it was rtiened that he saw over 2000 boats

and vessels from many different parts of the region anchored at the port of the city.
They had individually faced difficulties in parking their one tiny boat owing to the
large number of other bigger boats. Because oER@anga, the city of Rajmahal was
connected to Allahabad, Varanasi, Patna, Murshidabad, Hoogly, Malda, Dhaka and
many other cities, which held importance during the Mughal reign. Large
goodscontaining vessels continued to facilitate this wateute and sustain the
port-town. The numerous tributaries were also extensively used to ferry goods from

other regions.
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Artist: Sita Ram (fl. ¢.1830822). Medium: WatercolourDate: 1820

Idealized view of the Sangi DalanHall of Stone at Shah Shuja's palace at Rajmahal
Image Source:
https://www.watercolourworld.org/painting/sangtdalanthall-shahshujaspalaceraj

mahaktww00851b?hcb=1

Along the southern side of the river, a long road route was also present which was
used to connect the eastern part of India. The medieval towns had chowkies or posts
along the road and taxes were collected at these centfehese custom posts were

also known asChautoras.Rajmahal had six of these posts where registration and
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other documentation work were also done. Traders and travelers often had to spend
many days for clearances and approvals. According to the travelofgManrique,

he had to spend nine days for his clearance and many a time English folks adorned
Indian Muslim robes for convenience. The officers also harassed travelers sometimes
and it used to get very difficult to pass through these posts. Traders ravelérs

who passed through these checkpoints were givamaap(stamp/seal) of the reign

on a piece of cloth as a pass. According to the records of another traveler
Marshall, in the 17th century, Rajmahal collected over one crore rupees per annum
during the period of Shah Alam. During the rule of Aurangzeb, postal services were
also created and for their smooth functioning, the governor of Bengal during that
period, Mir Jumla, created dadhowkies which were like post offices. This primarily

helped thetravelers in communicating.

The capital city was also prominent in terms of trade and commer&lkworms
produced high quality silk in this region, and they were sold to far off markets. The
quality of rice was also very superior in this region. Saltepetr potassium nitrate
was also a highly traded item from the city. It had multiple uses but primarily it was
used as fertilizer and gun powder for fire propellants. A vast store of mobile
artilleries of the zamindars of Bengal was stored here. The Eumopserchants
considered Rajmahal a fair and watecked city armored with a powerful flotilla.
The Portuguese and the Dutch captains sailed on the river, adhering to the rebel

princes, according to the memoirs of Jehangir.
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Raja Man Singh. Artist: Unknowmade in Jaipur in 1790 Height: 265 mm approx.;
Width: 200 mm approx.

Image Sourcehttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Man_Singh_|

Raja Man SingliMan Singh ) (21 December 155 6 July 1614) was thikachwaha
RajputRajaof Amer, a state later known adaipurin Rajputana He was a trusted
general of theMughalemperor Akbar, who included him among thlavaratnas or
the nine (nava gems (ratna) of the royal court of Akb&@n 17 March 1594, Raja
Man Singh was appointe§ubahdar(Governor) ofBengal Bihar, Jharkhandand
Odisha He made his headquarters Rohtas in Bihar. In doing so, he renovated the
fortificationsand also built a Haveli (Palatial HouseRwhtasgarh Fortwhich stands
to date. On 9 November 1598an Singh laid the foundations of a new capital of
Bengal Subahat Rajmahal Durirg his tenure as governor, MaBingh further
expanded the Mughal Empire by defeating and subduing the old kingdoms of Bengal,
Bihar and Odisha.
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Image Source

www.rarebooksocietyofindia.org/postDetail.php?id=196174216674

Above: Watercolour of elephants with the Rajmahal Hills in the background from an
album of miscellaneous views of Bengal produced for Lord Moira, afterwards the
Marquess of Hastings, by Sita Rabetween 182€1. Marquess of Hastings, the
GovernorGeneral of Bengal and the Command@iChief (r.181323), was
accompanied by artist Sita Ram (flourished c.182Pto illustrate his journey from
Calcutta to Delhi between 181¥5 and his convalescetdur in the Rajmahal Hills in

the winter of 182621.

lllustration of a pair of elephants with Mughals, with the town and hills of Rajmahal
behind. Rajmabhal, located along the right bank of the Ganges in Bihar, was chosen in
1592 as the capital of Bengal bjan Singh, the Rajput general who worked for
Mughal Emperor Akbar (r.15868505). Rajmahal remained the capital until 1607,
when it was shifted to Dacca. Sultan Shuja, the governor of Bengal, moved the
capital back to Rajmahal in 1639, though by 1707 i$ whifted again, this time to
Murshidabad. The Rajmahal Hills in the background, located in Bipgroximately
extend over 24 miles at an elevation of 2,000 feet abovelseal and include the
ridges of Mori and Sundgarsa. Inscribed below in pencil amd 'Nawab

MobarekoodDowlah Rajemahl.’
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ALACE or SULTAN SHUJAH AT R.\-I EMAHAL

'Ruins of the Palace of Sultan Shuja at Rajmahal' [Rajmahal]. Drawn and engraved

by James Moffat, published Calcutta, 1800

Image Sourcehttps://images.app.goo.gl/lv2ATbHX3EBasCDTA

The site shown in the above drawing is the ruins of one of the inspection palaces of

Emperor Akbar referred to as Singhi Dalan. It is called Singhi Dalan because it was

constructed by king Mansingh from 1592 t69b. It has also been referred as Singhi

Dalan because a general meetingraiat or public was also called in a campus hall

here. It had three big rooms. It surrounds a roof full of garden flowers. Stones used

in the construction of the fort are in greylour from the Rajmahal trap rocks. It is

situated at the center of the Rajmahal township. It was the main centre of export

and import from India duringhe Akbarperiodandthe British regime.

TheBengal Subahalso known asMughal Bengal was asubdivisionof the Mughal

Empireencompassing much of tHe@engéregion, which includes thindianstates of

West Bengaand parts of Jharkhand and modeBangladeshbetween the 16th and

My iK OSYyldZNASad adaAKFft . Sy3lft

KFR 0SSy

living standardsand real wageswvere among the highest in the world, worth 12% of

the world's GDPThe trade thatA y ! dzNJ y 31T S6 Q&

RIFés Y20SR
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remark about Bengal, desciby 3 A0 F&a GGKS LI NFRA&S 2F ylI
GNI RS>¢ Ff26SR GKNRdAK DIFy3Fr FT2N YAffSYyAl
time. It flowed, indeed, for the most part the rivers and lands that are now also

part of Bangladesh, occasioned hogise, and was certainly well known to the

Mughals else they would not have spent so long struggling for their control of Bengal

in the face of local resistance.

The rebellion of Shahjahan against NdbrK I y Q& R2YAYA2Y 2@SN) KA A
began and eded in the Deccan though the capture of Bengal, Bihar and Purvanchal,

which is now in Uttar Pradeshrom the throne of Rajmahalwas an important

chapter in Indian history during the 17th Century. The revolt of Rajmahal lasted for
approximately 14 monthand this had created a lot of confusion in the Mughal

Empire. It disturbed the interests of the Mughals in the Deccan as well as the Afghan
Frontier. When Shah Jahan arrived, he first captured the strong old fort which was

built on the southern bank ofriver Ganga. It was built in 1574 AD by Daud Khan, the

last Karani Ruler of Bengal. But when he realized that the fort was losing its strategic
importance because the rivdradreceded over a kilometer, and the war boats could

no longer use the facilitiesfahe port, he abandoned it. The Bengal Governor had

given up the fort. Also, théVlausoleumy S Nb& @gKAOK KIFIR Lo NI KAY
besieged. But some places like the Teliagkdii, naval bases of Samda, Budhganga,

Dogachh, Dunapur, Aamgachi were still ocedpby the rebel forces.
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Gateway to the Jami Masjid at Rajmahal; a watercolor by Seeta Ram,-PA17

Image Source:
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/O0routesdata/1500_1599/akbar/be
ngal_rajmahal/bengal_rajmahal.html?hcb=1

Most of these areas were in the periphery of the city and on the banksvef
Ganga. Rajmahal was more like a military base or camping ground for the,forces
upon which he army majorly relied for success. Thousands of soldiers including
some Portuguese gunners headed by Mirzalsfandiyar, MiraizNHzt £ | KZ L 0 NI K/
nephew MlirzaBahadur Jalayer Khan and others garrisoned the city of Rajmahal. The
most effective way to holdmto the riparian plains of Rajmahal was with the help of
the naval forces. It was helped by the rulers and zamindars of Bengal by providing
ammunition and supplies through the mouth w¥ers Ganga and Bhagirathbrahim
himself and his nephew AhmeBleg Khan with cavalry and elephants crossed the
river Ganga opposite Rajmahal and camped near Gaur in Maldkecisive battle

was fought here on 24th April624. Jalba (large swift boats), Kuslissall swift
boats) and ghurabs (gun boatskre also usedShahjahan directed all his strength
towards his final contest. The fierce battle where the troops of the rebel Prince were
better mounted and supported by a group of strong Rajput compatriots reinforced
their success ahe battlefield. Though the Governof Bengallbrahim Khanfought

and resisted well, in the end he was slain. During his rule from Rajmahal, Shahjahan
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also concocted his daring plan of military march to Delhi. The success of Shahjahan

over Bengal and Bihar had enabled him to gain unpelesl authority and also lured

him to venture northwards with the prospects of equal success.

Mughal Pulplayed an important role during the wars. (asn 27.12.2020)

Mughal Bengal was devastated from 1741 onward by a seridacdtha invasions
in which close to 400,000 civilians are estimated to have been killed by the
Marathas. Contemporary accounts of the invasions repirocitiesagainst women
and children, and mutilation of victims by the Marathas, which devastated Bengal's
economy. Bengal was subject to furthéeindustrialization after being conquered

by theBritishEast India Comparat the Battle of Plassein 1757
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The interior of the Jam Masjid at Rajmahal; a watercolor by Seeta Ram, -PA17

Image source:

http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/apac/addorimss/t/019addor0004906u000
00000.html?hcb=1

Jami Masijid Interiors (as on 27.12.2020

Jami Masijid with some restoration work underway as on 27.12.2020
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Watercolourof the Jami Masjid at Rajmahal from an album of miscellaneous views
of Bengal produced for Lord Moira, afterwards the Marquess of Hastings, by Sita
Ram between 18221. Marquess of Hastings, the GovernGeneral of Bengal and
the Commandetin-Chief (r.18B-23), was accompanied by artist Sita Ram
(flourished ¢.181622) to illustrate his journey from Calcutta to Delhi between
181415 and his convalescent tour in the Rajmahal Hills in the winter of 1220

Image Source:

https://www.watercolourworld.org/painting/jamimasjidrajmahattww008501?hch
=1
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ETYMOLOGICAL OVERVIEW OF SAHIBGANJ

Image Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhagiratha#/media/File:

Birth_of Ganga_on_Earth.jpg

Bhagirathawas a legendary king of thikshvaku dynastwho brought the river
Gang, personified as the river goddess Ganga, to earth from the heavens. When he
became prince of Sagadynasty, learning the sad end of his forefathers, who were
unable to attain the legion of gods, with a sorrowful heart, he hathdhis kingly
duties to his minister and wento practice austerities in the Himalayas. He did
penance for a thousand years on the advice ofgueu Trithala, to please Ganga, to
gain the release of ki60,000 greatincles from the curse of ga Kapila Ganga told
him if she desceretl from the sky to the earth, the force of her falbwid be difficult

to sustain. She asked him to obtain the fawbithe bluethroated god, Shiva, as no
one except him would be able to sustain her. He then did severe pertar8hiva
who granted him the boon, which eventually led to the descent of the goddess

Gangain the form of the river Ganges, to the earth, filling the sea, drunk up by
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Jahnu To commemorate his efforts, the head stream of the river is calleagirathj

till it meets Alaknanda Riveat Devprayag

Statue of Vikramaditya commemorating the pehla baisakbeginnng of first

season of the year and the beqinning of Vikramsamyhiindu calendar) at Singhi

Dalan,Rajmahal

The pevious history of the town is brokemvith obscure bits and pieces, but it has

been very well documented since the thirteenth century with the advent of the
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Mughals. This town was also mentioned in the traveloguelioenTsang during his
trip to India in the ¥ century AD. In the Chinese @ihist text, the town was
YSYUGA2y SR I léeralty ¥angating B fart dlddown. It was mentioned that
Bhaskaravarman, the King of Kamrupeoceeded and passed river Ganga with his
army which included his warships, elephants, horses and infamtryneet King

Harsha of the Gupta period in 642 AD.

Although Vikramadityais mentioned in a few works dated to before tlgupta
period (240c550 CE), portions may be later Guatia interpolations Vikramaditya
means "the sun of valour'vikramameans "valour" andditya means "sun"). He is
also known as Vikrama, Bikramjit aMikramarka(arka also means "sun"). Some
legends describe him as a liberator of India frortechchhainvaders; the invaders

are identified asShakasn most,and the king is known by thepithet Shakari(IAST

| I 1;reNdmy of the Shakas").The earliest uncontested mentions of Vikramaditya
appear in &th-century works: the biography olWasubandhuby Paramartha
(49%¢569) andVasavadattaby Subandhu. Paramaratha quotes a legend which
mentions Ayodhya ("Ayuja") as the capital of king Vikramaditya
("Prkala-ma-a-chita™). According to this legend, the king gave 300,86@ coins to

the Samkhyascholar Vindhyavasa for defeating Vasubandhu's Buddhist teacher
(Buddhamitra) in a philosophical debate. Vasubandhu then wrBtgamartha
Saptatj illustrating deficienciegn Samkhya philosophy. Vikramaditya, pleased with
Vasubandhu's arguments, gave him 300,000 gold coins as well. Vasubandhu later
taught Buddhism td’rince Baladityand converted the queen tougldhism after the

king's death.
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Remains ofT eliagarhi Fort

The history of Sahibganj district is rich and interesting and mainly centers on the
history of Rajmahal, Teliagarhi Fort and Sahibdewn itself. Teliagarhfort has

been documented as a famous pass on the northwest border of Bengal which was
formerly used as a commanding point for the military approaches. This was also one
of the main routes for connecting Bengal to the rest of India. Teliagarhi fort was
strategically constructed to keep a check on this popular route. It was known as the
'gateway' to Bengal. The western side of this pass was used by the Bengal army as a
first line of defense to conveniently stop a larger North Indian enemy force marching
in, due to its positioning. This area was a common battleground for many centuries.

There are many documented battles from the Mughal Era.
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"The Hindu moneychanger," from the lllustrated London News, 1859

ImageSource: ebay, June 2009

The fort got its name from the builder Teli Zamindar who was a local trader. This
place was also a site for a Buddhist Stupa, which has been mentioned in history. The
neighboring town of Sahibganj, Rajmahal, was also used as the Capital of Bengal by

multiple Kings.

During the 19 Century, there was a major rebellion by the local Santhal leaders due
to the constant manipulation and suppression by the Mahajdrecause of their
meek nature. Economic emancipation was the primary cause of this uprising. Among
the ones rebelling against the exploiting forces, Sidho, Kanu, Chand and Bhairab
were four brothers from the neighbouring village of Bhognadih whereas brothers
Chandrai and Singhrai were from another village Littipada who emerged as popular
local leadersAlmost all of them were martyred in war. During this period, even the
British got themselves into this conflict by trying to quell disturbances and

suppressing the Santhal, and Hul was the First Indian Freedom Movement of 1857.
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Attack by 600Santhals upon a party of 50 sepoydd)" regiment native infantry

Image Sourcehttps://images.app.goo.gl/AigsNg6X6vGkHSX28
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CULTURAL EVOLUTION OF SAHIBGANJ

There is evidence in the pages of history that the area is inhabited since time
immemorial only by Malers (Mal Paharia). They were the early settlers of the
territory of Rajmahal hills, and still reside in some areas of the same hills. They are
consideredi 2 ©06S (KS adqalftfAé YSyuAaAz2ySR Ay (KS
Ambassador of Selukiikater, who happened to be in the vicinity of Rajmahal hills

in 302 BC. Till the visit of Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang in 645 AD, the history of this

area was wrapped inbscurity. In his travelogue, the Chinese pilgrim mentions about

the Fort of Teliagarhi, when he saw the lofty bricks and stone tower not far from the

Gan@. We gather information through the pages of history that it was certainly a
Buddhist Vihar.

Watercolour by Sir Charles D'Oyly of the ruined fort of Teliagarhi, formerly known

as the key to Bengal because of its earlier strategic importance
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Image source:
https://www.rarebooksocietyofindia.org/photo_archive/196174216674_456980086
674

A continuous fstory of the district is available from the 13th Century when
Teliagarhi became the main gateway of Muslim armies marching to and from Bengal.
During the Turkish dynasty rule in Delhi, Malik IkhtiarueldimBakhtiar Khilji
marched towards Bengal and Ass#hroughthe Teliagrahi pass. He captured Bengal
and its king LakshamaBena fled to Cooch Behar. In 1538, Sher Shah Suri and
Humayun came face to face for a decisive battle near Teliagarhi. On 12th July 1576,
the battle of Rajmahal was fought and the falation of the Mughal rule in Bengal
was laid. It was Man Singh, the most trusted general of Akbar, who in the capacity of
Viceroy of Bengal and Bihar made Rajmahal the capital of Bengal in 1592. But this
honour to Rajmahal was shotived, for the capitalas shifted to Dacca in 1608.
Shortly after this, Teliagarhi and Rajmahal became the seat of a fierce battle
between the rebellious Prince Shahjahan and Ibrahim Khan. Shahjahan emerged
victorious and became the master of Bengal for the time being, Idgiatly in 1624

at Allahabad.

In 1639, Rajmahal regained its glory and was once more made the capital of Bengal
by Shah Shuja, the second son of Emperor Shahjahan, on his appointment as the
Viceroy of Bengal. It continued as the seat of the Mughal Vicepoio 1660 and a

mint town till 1661. It was at Rajmahal that Dr. Gabriel Boughten cured the daughter
of Shah Shuja. By this means Dr. Boughten succeeded in securing an order (farman)
from Shah Shuja giving the English the liberty to trade in Bengal, feuminutest
foundation of the British rule was laid here. The fugitive Nawab of Bengal
Siratud-Daula was captured at Rajmahal during his flight after the Battle of Plassey
in 1757.
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The British Era

The victory at Plassey made British take oBengal which containethe present
Sahibgangistrict. In SanthaParganathe band of simple but detmined opponents,

the Pahariaswere great lovers of freedom and could not tolerate any intruder in
their homeland. The English were very muwgncerned and Warren Hastings the
Governor General of India organized a special corps of 800 men in 1772 to curb the
Paharias. The corps was put under the command of Captain Brooke, who was
appointed the Military Governor of the Jungle terai. He partly succeedekisin
mission. Captain James Browne, who succeeded Brooke in 1774, found himself busy
mostly in suppressing the rebellion of the Bhuniyas. He however, prepared a scheme
to win over the Paharias, which was left to be elaborated and put into action actually
by Augustus Clevelandhe first British Collector of Rajmahatie introduced the
system of trial of cases by an assembly of chiefs. This system received further
sanction by Regulation | of 1796, which made it obligatory on the Magistrate to
commit allimportant cases for trial by the assembly of Chiefs. The Magistrate was,
of course, to attend the trial as a superintending officer and had the power to
confirm or modify the punishment. This show of seife continued till 1827 when
Paharias were declared amable to ordinary courts of law, though they even then
enjoyed the privilege to settle pretty disputes

One of the successors of Augustus Cleveland, J. Sutherlandjmnwihe capacity of
Joint Magistrate of Bhagalputoured the old district of Santhdargana in 1818 to
enquire into the causes of local unresind in 1819suggested to the Fort William,
Calcutta, that the hill tracts inhabited by the triqabpulationshould be declared the
direct property of Government so that they wld be looked after better. As a
follow-up action of the above suggestion in 182&hn Perty Ward was deputed to
demarcate the Government Estate. He was assisted by Captain Tanner,ey Surv
hFFAOSNY ¢KAa Qalk-G8KsgEAlI yEBSNRAIHY GSNNYAYSH
0 KS .Khe fwvériiwias over in 1837 and Mr. Pontet, Deputy Collector, was made
in-charge of the revenue administration of the Damin area in the same year. The
pouring in of Santhals was encouraged for clearing the jungle for the purpose of
cultivation. The impressiorwasthat all was well with the administration and that the

Santhals were happy. Bthis was illusive. The internal seip of the administrative
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system cold not ensure proper justice to the common man and there was a deep

underlying discontent among the Santhals

The Santhal Rebellion of 1855

TheSanthals settled in the distrianigrating from Birbhum, Bankura, Hazaribag and
Rohtasbetween 1790 and.810. As per William W. Hunter ¢ KS t SNX I y Sy (i
Settlement for the land tax in 1790 resulted in general extension of tillage and the
Santhals were hired to rid the lowlands of the wild beasts which, since the great

famine of 1769, had evgwhere encroached upon the margin©fdzt G A @I G A2y € @

The Santhals who were encouraged to settle in the district were simple and hardy.
Thus, they felasan easy prey to the unscrupulous hillmen and f&anthal traders.
Chaudhary P.C. Royriter of the newGazetteer of Santhdraganasheld the view

that dit was common practice for the hithen to apply for grant of land on condition

of cultivating it themselves, but they frequently gave it to Santhals, in the hope of
collecting rents from them. Baniyas d&imahajans made heavgains from the
innocent Santhals and there was no check on them. The local administration was
extremely corrupt. In the area where Santhals had settled in large numbers, the Naib
Sazwals, assistants of the English superintendentsg wexedy and oppressivéhe
police were equally corrupt. The Santhals were used to ready justice at no cost. But
to add to their hardship they had to trek a long way, either to Jangipur in
Murshidabaddistrict, or to Bhagalpuy for justice as the civil ad criminal courts
were located there. If at all they could get justice there, it proved too costly for
them. To add to their injurythe court staff and lawyers all pounced on them and
SELX 2A0SR GKSY G2 GKS YIEAYdzyoé

. SaARSazx G§KSNEB @i aheid&aSof itWed raphydrnioDa dek By
physical labour. In practice, however the debtor workéa many casesfor a
generation or two and yet the loan, no matter how small, could not be repaid. The
mahajans were crooked and took advantage of theekmess ofthe Santhals.
Disgruntled, the Santhals felt insecure, and their discontent was sharpened as their

co-tribesmen outside the clutches of mahajans and pasiearned handsome wages
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in the forests which were being cleared for the rail lines to he. [@hesassuesand
circumstances led to the SantHadll or Rebellion of 1855.

Rt 3a) - Beg FA  SIDO MURMU - KANHU MURMU

A commemorative postage stamp on Sidho and Kanho

Image Sourcehttps://www.istampgallery.com/sidemurmu-kanhumurmu/

The Santhals got leaders in I%d Kamo, Chand and Bhairalall the four brothers
from village Bhognadih near Barhait of Sahibganj district. Chandrai and Simgrai were
also main figures. Singrai was the son of Bdghjhi of Littipara. Kanu was killed in

action and Sido was arrested and hanged at Barhait.
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Hul Kranti Sthal in memory of Sidho Kanho in Barhait

The object of the Santhal uprising was the economic emancipation of the Santhals.
The first spark of the revolt was ignited at Littipara. Kena Raag& was a leading
merchant and moneylender of Amrapara. The altercation which took place led to the
arrest of BaijaManijhi, who was sent to Bhagalpur jail where he died shortly after
without any trial. His son Singraiho raised the banner akvolt, was also hanged in
Barhait bazaar aftee summary trial. The Santhals became infuriated and Hul

ensued,asaprecursorto the first War of Independencen 1857.

Without going io the depth of the disturbance, the foreign rulers took this as a
chdlenge to their authority and pounced upon the Santhals with mighty forces and
engaged troops to quell the disturbances. As the English tried to arrest the Santhals
FYR GKSNXo6eé LINPGSOG (KS WRA1dzaQ ¢6K2Y GKS
trouble pread over a large area covering present SanBaiyana division, Birbhum,

Bankura and Hazaribagh disteciA large number of troops were forced into action

and all sorts of atrocities were resorted to. But for a bfigf of abouta month in
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Septemberl855,the waves ofuprising continued up to December 1855. Matrtial law
was proclaimed on the 10th of November 1855 and with ruthless hands, the British
Government succeeded in suppressing the rebellion by December 1855. On 3rd

January,1856, the operatiorof the MartialLaw was suspended.

Undi aANs Freedom Movement

{IKAO6ALye gla y2 AYYdzyS FNRBY LI GNR2GAO TS
struggle for freedom from 1921 onwards. Even in the hills and forests of Sahibganj,

there was a patriot named.ambodar Mukherjeemoving and rousing the people

telling the simple folk who they really were and what they should be. He brought to

them the outside world, so securely closed by the British, with the help of lantern

slides.

The district played its rolen the Salt Satyagraha Movement and the Civil
Disobedience Movement of 1930 and in the boycott of foreign liquors and cloth. The
movement gathered momentum anthe government had to send military forces
and use violence to control the situatiohhePaharas reacted very favorably to the
Civil Disobedience Movement, and some of them moved about appetdirtbe

Santhals andther Paharias to join hands withe freedomfighters.

The 1942 movement also spread to entire SanfPatgam division, for that meer

in Sahibganj on the 11th oAugust1942 a general strike was observed. On the 12th

of August 1942a procession was taken out at Godda and soon the entire district

was aflame. Thus, the district of SantRargana marchetbgether with other parts

of the state in the protracted struggle fathe O2 dzy 1t NE Q&4 FTNBSR2YI H6KAO
result on 15th August 1947 in the formtbie end of British domination

Source courtesy: https://sahibganj.nic.in/history/
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Cultural Heritage of Sahibganj

When it comes to the cultural heritage of Sahibganj district, there are currently three
tribes that reside in the region They are the Paharidhe Mal Pahariaand the
Santhal tribe.

1) Paharia and Mal Paharia Tribes

¢CKS g2NR at I KI N Fsignifisance. Itlisyn iingaryvaofd dvtick O |

stands for the people residing in hilly or mountainous regions. There are different

tribal groups having the tradition of living in hills, mountains and forests.

The Pahari are nearly all Hindus and follow Itlasic Hindu customs and traditions.

They are a community that claims to be the earliest inhabitants of the region and

FAYR YSyUAz2y Ay aS3ladkKSySaQ o06221 la ¢Sttt |
Unfortunately, they have now been pushed to the edge and are afogically and

biologically endangered tribe.

The Paharia tribal people practice cultivation. Some of them have even developed
expertise as gathers and collectors. Also, some of them have adoptadapted to,
especially in the earlier days, other prosesns like hunting, fishing, working as
laborers etc. They are also adept in basketry. Though in earlier times, the Paharia
were nomadic, they later settled down in various arehere. They have also
mastered the art of making clothes and fibres. They gohainting expeditions,
practice sharecropping as well as shifting cultivation, live in mud houses, collect
firewood from the forest and practice herbal medicine. While the majority of the
Paharia tribe practice Hinduism, sorhave embracedChristianity. 3iging Christian

religious hymns are in vogue, especially during Christian weddings.
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A local wedding beside the river Ganga

Though poverty, undedevelopment and lack of education has deprived them of the
0SYySFTAala 2F Y2RSNYyATIFdA2ys GkKS& OStSoNIGS
and vivacious song and dance. Young males mainly perform the Paharia dance. Their
dance resembles a "twist" dancén the older forms of dancing, however, when

people had consumed a substantial amount of rice beer, young ladies would also join

the dance with increasing zest.

2) Santhal Tribe

Image Sourcehttps://jhpolice.gov.in/aboutjharkhand/tribals
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The Santhal are the largest tribal group of Sahibganj, Jharkhand, and India. The

Santhals were weknown fighters in the time of the British rule in Indgome

details in the Santhal rebellion sectioRPeople of this community waged war versus

[2NR / 2NYyglkftAaQ t SNYIySyd {SddatSYSyd Ay Gl
1850, one of the tribal heroes named Sidhu was able to gather about 10,000

Santhals in order to run a parallel government agaihetBritish. The first Santhal

leader was Baba Tilka Majhi who raised weapons in the year 1789 against the British.

Celebration of Sarnamong the Santhal

Sarnameans grove' and is etymologically related to the name of thal tree For
Sanhali mythological belief'Sarna’ means 'it is arrowWfSar arrow, Na it is (in
feminine gender of Sahali gramma)]. The day-to-day life of the Santhals revolves
around the area of the forests in which they live. The Santhals fulfill their basic
requirements from plants and trees in the forests. They also engage themselves in
fishing, huning and cultivation in order to sustain their livelihood. People of this
tribal community have unique skills in constructing musical equipment, baskets and

mats from plants and this talent is passed safely from one generatitmetoext

Flagrepresenting the indigenous Sarna religion of the Adivasis
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¢CKS {FyiKFf GNARoSa F2fft2¢ GKS NBfAIAZ2Y W{ I
ancestral spirits. Santhals do not construct any temples and they worship no idols.
Followersof Sarnaisnbelieve in worship, and revere a village deity as protector of

vilage, who is known as Gaon khunt,Gram Deoti, DharmesMarang

Bury, Singbonga etc. Adherents also believe in worship, and revexearti

Ayo or Chalapachho Deyithe mother goddessdentified as the earth or nature

Thakurjiuis their ancestral deity. Goddesses and gods of Santhals are Jaheraera,
Marangburu and Manjhi. They also believe in spirits and ghosts like Lakchera, Kal
Sing, Beudarang, etc. Dancing is an integral part of the Santhal way of life and is a

part and parcebf any utsav or celebration.

' FGSNI I KFNR RlIedQa ¢2N] X GKS {lFyakKlrt GF 1S
dance. The women of this tribal community dress in sarees and they dance in the
sequence of a line. The Santhal men play the music wittiuments like Tirio,

Hotok, Dhodrobanam, Phetbanam, Tamak, Tumdak, Junko and Singa. The Santhal
tribes generally celebrate the Karma festival which comes every year in September

and October. This festival is celebrated to please the God to bless thenmwith

wealth and decrease their enemies. Some of the other major festivals observed by

the Santhal include Baba Bonga, Sahrai, Maghe, Ero, Namah and Asaria. Santhals also

enjoy the hunting festival known as Disum Sendra on Baishakhi Purnima.

According to Kshi Vigyan Kendra Agro scientist Dr. Amrit Kumar Jha, in terms of
agriculture, the Paharia tribe which are based in the Rajmahal Hills, focus angshift
cultivation on a rotational cycle wherein they clear a certain amount of land and
practice the cultiation of Jhum for three years before moving on to a new location.
They also focus on growing legumes like baiiband makkaon the slopesin a way

that both plants grow close to each other. This is a unique style of agriculture

followed by the Paharid NA 6 S&4 6 KAOK AayQid F2f{ft26SR | yegl
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Corn as one of the most grown crops in Sahibganj district

A dietary survey was conducted between August 1986 and July 1987, to investigate
the various food ingredients consumed liye two tribes (the Santhal and the
Paharia) residing in the villages of Rajmahal hills of Bihar. A total of 651 families of
two tribes of Sahibganj (Pakur and Rajmahal-diviisions) and Godda districts were
surveyed. Agriculture and forest products were the principal sources of income and
food. Only about 12.6 percent of the Paharia and 28.2 percent Sactiiéd afford
regular meals eery day for the whole year. Maize, rice, dry jowar powder and
Ghangara were the staple foods of these tribes. Pulses and milk found no place in
the diet of the Paharia. About 4.3 per cent Mal, 2.9 percent Kumarkh&ger cent
Saurigand 7.2 per cent &thal ate fish/meat regularly. Toddy and locally distilled
wines were regularly consumed by the tribes. The number of cereals, roots/tubers
and toddy consumed by the Pahawas greater than that by the Santhal (cereals: 82
and 64.6 percent of the totalobd consumed by the Paharia and Santhal
respectively). Similar amounts of leafy vegetables (5.1% in Santhal and 4.8 to 6.8%
among the Paharia) were consumed by these tribes. Slightly higher quantity of
non-leafy vegetables was consumed by the Santhal (#th&n the Paharia (2.3% to

3.6%). Mean body weight, height, chest circumference, arm circumference and
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skinfold thickness etc., of the Pahameere significantly lower than those of the

Santhal.

According to the DFO of SahibgaBij.VikasPaliwal, soil ad wetland conservation is
also actively done which prevents soil erosion from the banks of the Ganga where
peoplereside andncreases the water levels well In terms of fruit farmingMango

trees and Jamun trees are actively planted harel distributed amongthe tribal
populationto sell which helps them generate more income. Apart from this, trees

like Teak, Indian Rosewood and Mahogany are grown.

Teak plantation along the road
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Flavours of Sahibganj

Currently Sahibganj district and Jharkhddd NB aA RSy (a4 OCBengaiNA &S Y |
Bihari,and Muslim communities,and the tribalpopulation This presence dafiverse

communities makes Jharkhandcuisine vivid and a combinatioreflecting these
variouscommunitiesin the region. Most of the dishes of Jharkhand are traditional

and some are adopted from a mixed culture tfe adjoining areas. Every

seasom mainly winter, summer and rainbrings a rang of food to savour.

However, rice, roti, daal, tarkari and sweets are staples for all seasons. The food of
Jharkhand is generally very light on the stomach and easy to digest. The native folk
of Jharkhand have absorbed this fact very well, as showndyfthod habits. One of

the most important and famous cuisines of Jharkhand is Litti and Chokha.

CommonBihari delicacylitti Chokha served withcoriander chutney

Among the delicious nomegetarian Jharkhand delicacies, spicy chicken is popular
FY2y3 | aA3IyAFAOFYyd &aSoOutAzy 2F WKFNJ]KIFYRQ

influence of food of the Mughals in some varieties of Jharkhandi delicacies.
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Popular_biryanijoint at Rajmahal town selling traditional Dum Biryani with a

flavour of various spices.

Handig a popular localalcoholicheveragemade from rice

Handiais a drink which is prevalent in the state of Jharkhand. It is a rice beer, which

is prepared by the local community, from the ranu tablet, which is a combination of
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20-25 herbs. It is mixed with boiled rice and left to ferment for a week. It is loved by

the people and has lower alcoholic content than tigpical country liquors.

Rugra which is also known as the local Mushroom

Rugrais an edible item, which tastes like mushroom and is very delicious to eat.

Rugra is basically an indigenous variety of vegetable, rich in protein and minerals and
high on calorific value. This is thus a very healthy dish. It is available in abundance
during the monsoon season. This dish is preferred by the local people and is high in

demand during the peak seasons.
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Deep friedParwal or pointed gourd

Among the other vegetableparwal or pointed gourd is very commonly used in the
daily diet. It isprepared in multiple waysas a curry and eaten with rice or
deepfried and served in thali and eaten with chapatis. The vegetable is also

prepared in the form of sweets where it is filled with sugahyed whole milk.

Dhuska served in the traditional ay
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Dhuskais one of the most popular items in Jharkhand and is a part of every
K2dzaSK2f R® hySQa 22daNySeée G2 WKIN]JKFYR Aa 7
usually consumed as a breakfast item and is prepared from rice and lentil batter,

which islater fried. It is normally served with traditional ghugni, which is a simple

curry made with black chickpeas. Even nowadays in the rural areas, food is served in

traditional bowls made from Sal leaves.

Bamboo shoots being used as food

Bamboo shoots are the shoots thie bamboo plants, but they are totally edible and
are a part of the staple food of Jharkhand. This shoot, which has a tough exterior,
has a faintly sweet flavour and a unique taste. The local people prepare a variety of

dishes from the bamboo shoot andainly use it as a vegetable.
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Popular sweet Mitha Khaja

People of Jharkhand seem to have a fascination for desserts, which would explain
the mindboggling variety of sweets available here. They prepare desserts like halwa,
gujia, kheer, but what tops it all is Mitha Khaja. It is an i@hich is prepared in

almost every household and then exchanged with friends and relatives during the

festive season. It is basically synonymous with Diwali in the region.

Local delicacy Chamcham

Another sweet that is associated with Sahibganj is Chamcham. It is a traditional

Bengalisweet, popular throughout théndian subcontinent Thesweetcomes in a
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variety of colarrs, mainly light pink, lighgellow, and white. It is coated with coconut

or mawa flakes as garnish The history of Porabari chamcham, an estaped
brownish variety of chamcham frorRorabariin Tangaildistrict of modern day
Bangladesh, dates back to the riiith century. The modern version of this dish was
made by Matilal Gore, based on a sweet dish prepared by his grandfather Raja

Ramgore, who was a native Béllia districin Uttar Pradesh

Local ea served ircups made from clay

Among beverages, tea is most commonly consumed. At most places, it is relished in
clay cups, also called Kullad, whiare ecefriendly and commonly used among

vendors aghey also provide livelihood to local potters.
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Places of Worship

The tribal population of Sahibganj is known to rely on natural symbology and
invoking the blessings of deities symbolized by the treeers, mountains and even
stones. Housed in small temples that are integrated beautifully with the natural
surroundings, these local deities act akin to a bridge between ancient beliefs and a

contemporary narrative that defines Hinduism amidst the +#idbal people.

As has been mentioned earlier, the Mal Paharia tribals were the oldest living natives
of the areas under the rule of Hindu and Rajput kings such as Raja Man Singh. When
the Muslims ousted them from their seat of power, they too built mosqaes

places of Islamic worship.

Eventually, the British Raj saw the advent of churches when a lot of missionaries
were involved in the task of convertinge tribal peopleto Christianity. Therefore,
owing to mixed influences, Sahibganj district has a robust amalgamation of varied

religious structures.

Shiv Gadhi Temple
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The Shiva lingam of Gajeshwar Nathetieved to have beeimstalled by Danavaraja
Gajasurln the Shiva Purangthere is a description of a demon named Gajastro
was the able son of the mighty Mahishasufar thousands of years, he stood on the
strength of the thumb andlid fierce penance and received a boon from Lord
ShankarAfter getting theboon, he becameextremely powerful and vicious.ue to
histyranny and fear, lhe Muni Devta decided to do something to stop thishe sage
munis and deities praised Lord Shankdearingthe cry, Lord Shankatecided to
intervene, and h&illed GajasurEven while dying, Gajasur praised Lord Sharkas
pleasedLordShankamho said that this Shivling established hiyn wouldget fame

in hisname,and peoplewould know it by the name of Gaghwar Dham.

e

e

It is said that when Lord Shankar was riding on Nandi and killing Gajasur, Nandi stood
on two legs.The same twodotprints of Nandi fell on a rock which is still present and
is known as Sivagangaccording to another belief, during the Mahabharata period,

Lord Shankar was seen on this Devana mountain.

52



In the 15th century, this temple was partially seen by toenmon peoplelt became
famous after King Mad@ngh worshipedat this temple in the 16th centurytarlier
the way to reach this temple was inaccessible and diffidiie worshipwas by
tribals in these inaccessible hills and yheamed this temple Shiagli i.e., Shiva's
home.Amar Shahid Siddho, the herotbie Santhal Rebellioq Kanhy worshiped in

this temple.From then on it became a major center of faith the Santhal.

Baba Gajeshwar Nath Dham "Shivgadi”, popularly known as Jharkhand's seband Ba
Dham (Mini Baba Dham), is a scenic and sacred shrine, amidst the scenic beauty of
the place and its waterfalls. There is a Giri cave temhes temple is located 6 km
north of Barhet block under Sddganj district.This temple of Baba Gajeshwar Nath

is situated at the height of the hill, so devotees get a glimpse of the temple after
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climbing 195 stairBaba's father Pitambari Shivling, located in the cave,
keepscontinuouslydrippingwater from the upper rockswhich is amazing and

unique.

Source: https://shivgadi.com/

3
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Kanhaiya Sthan Temple

Kanhaiya Sthan, situated on the banks of the Gar6 km from the district
headquarters of Sahibganj, has a name not only withincihentry butabroad too.It

is currently being run by ISKOKIishna followers consider it to be the Leela place of
Lord Krishnalt is said that in ancient times, Lord Krishna gave a vision of his Baal
form to SriChaitanya Mahaprabhu, the propagator of Vaishnavigwcording to the
Hindu scriptureSrichaitanya Charitamtitin 1505 AD, Sithaitanya Mahaprabhu
stayed here in order to return to Navdeep, his homéaya in Bihar for his parents’
paddan.According to thetext Prem Vilasin 1505 AD there was a grand tpia in
which the statue of RadhKrishna was installed.ord Shri Krishna appeared to Sri

Chaitanya Mahaprabhu in the same templgearing the peacock crowikeeing the
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child form of Shri Krishna, Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu became obsessed and became
enamordal. It is said that in the Dwapar era even before this, Krishna oaose

here. According to the scriptures, Lord Krishna was once doing Maharas with the
Gopis.During this, there was envy in Radha's mind about the g&ms. Krishna
learned the thoughts bRadharani's conscience and went to a secret plReglha

got upset by thisAfter his considerable persuasion, Shri Krishna showed the feeling
of love by bringing Radharani to Kanhai theateater, this place got the name

Kanhaiye&han.

Source:

https://www.jagran.com/jharkhand/sahibgar§anhaiyaplacefavorite-placeof-forei

gn-tourists-19615500.html

Wall murals at Kanhaiya Sthan.
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Temple at Moti Jharna

Moti Jharna is a picturesque waterfall lying in the Taljbéock of Sahibganj. Since it
is atop the Rajmahal hills, it overlooks the Ganga. There is a Shiv Tartipesite.
According to locals, this place has been known for centuries and many Hindu priests

chose this serene place as a place for meditation.
Bindudham

Bindudham also known as Binduwadviandir, is aHindu temple located
at Barharwain Sahibganj district, dedicated to the Mah®urga(Kal),
MahaLakshmand MahaSaraswat{(Tridev) in the form ofShaktipeeth Binduwasni
Mandir is at the top of the Binduwasni hill. The main temple has a statue of

the Hindugod Surya(Surn). He is seated in seven horsed Rath (an old Indian royal
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horse cart). In another part of Binduwasni hill, a large-f@® statue
of Hanumanrstands, where people can see his sacred footprints. A Rama temple is

under construction novat the same site.

Bindudham temple was an ancient temphejt with time, itlost itspopulaiity.
Swami Hariharanand Gipppularly known as Pahari Balvaglizedthis ancient
temple's importance. It is thanks to the work and diieatof Pahari Baba that this
Bindudham, Barharwdnas again gained its @stigeand heritage. Binduwasni

Temple (the temple ofridev) is related to thestory of the Goddess Sati.

Shivacarrying the corpse ofati

Three sacred blood drops of Sati are placed in the fofi@hakti Peeththis is why
people call Satlaa Binduwasnand the place Bindudham, i.e. a place Adh
Parashakt{Divine Mother) in the form of 8indu(point). In metaphysical terms,
Bindu is considered the point where creation begins and the many becomnitye

It is also described as "the sacred symbol of the cosmos in its unmanifested state".

Sourcehttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bindudham

Some of the other places of worship observed in thedgtarea are as

follows:
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Maa Waisi Temple, Sahibganj

Maa Bhavani Parvati Temple on banks of the river Ganga in old Sahibganj town
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Mukteshwar Nath Dham, Bijli Ghat, Sahibganj
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Mosquein Barharwa

Church in Brindabon

Missionary chapel in Mandro
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Festivalaand Celebratiorof Life

Image Sourcehttps://in.pinterest.com/pin/791296597003851738/?hcb=1

Sarhulis celebrated during the spring seasehenthe saaltrees get new flowers on

their branches. It involves the worship of the village deity who is considered the
protector of the tribes. People sing and dance with the appearance of new flowers
and deities are worshiped with saal flowers. The village prieg®ahan fasts for a
couple of days. In the early morning he takes a bath and puts on a new dhoti made
of virgin cotton (kachhadhaga). The previous evening, the Pahan takes three new
earthen pots and fills them with fresh water; the next morning he obsethes
water level inside. If the water level decreases, he predicts that there would be
famine or less rain, and if the water level is normal, that is the signal of a good rain.
Before pooja starts, the wife of the Pahan washes his feet and gets blessings f
him. At the pooja, Pahan offers three young roosters of different colours: one for the
almighty god, another for the village deities and the third for the ancestors.
Traditional drums Dhol, Nagara and Turhi players keep drumming and playing along
with Pahan chanting prayers to deities. After the pooja ends, boys carry the Pahan
on their shoulders and girls dancing ahead take him to his house where his wife
welcomes him by washing his feet. The Pahan offers saal flowers to his wife and the
villagers ashtey represent brotherhood and friendship. He also puts saal flowers on

every house's roof, which is called "phoolkhonsi". At the same time, prasad, a rice
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made beer known as Handia, is distributed amongst the villagers. And the whole

village celebrates wiit singing and dancing during this festival of Sarhul.

Image Sourcehttps://www.kudumi.org/karamfestivatin-jharkhand/?hcb=1

The Karam festival is a worship of Karamdevta, the god of power, youth and
youthfulness. Karam is held in the month of Bhadkaoups of young villagers go to
the jungle and collect wood, fruits and flowers. These are required during the Puja of
Karam God. During thgeriod, peoplesing and dance in groups and the entire valley

seems to be dancing with the drumbeats.

At the sametime, unmarried tribal girls celebrate th@awafestival, which has its
own types of songs and dance. This is held mainly for the expectation of good
fertility and better households. The unmarried girls decorate a small basket with
germinating seeds. Isibelieved that the worship for good germination of the grains
would increase fertility. The girls offer green melons to the Karam deity as a symbol
of 'son," which reveals the primitive expectation of human beings (i.e., foodgrains

and children). The ent tribal area of Jharkhantklebrateswith gusta
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Tusuis a harvest festival held during the winter season on the last dayaw$hP
month. It is also for unmarried girls, wherein they decorate a wooden/bamboo

frame with coloured paper and then gift it tbe nearby hilly river.

Localwoman preparing bamboo products fothe festivities

Although there is no documented history available on this festival, it has a huge
collection of scintillating songs full of life. These songs reflect the simplicity and

innocence othe tribal people.
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