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Introduction

Meerut city reflects a widescope of blendd culture, customs and artistic expressions, which despite
the changingimes, havevery oldroots. The origin of Meerut can ieacedback to 273 B.@ndit has
experiencedconstantchangerangingfrom the antiquated period ofhe Mahabharata, the Ashokan

times, the Gurjarasandlastly, the British occupation in Meerut and rest of India.
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Map of the District of Meerut. Lithographed at the Surveyor General's Office, Calcutta. July 1875.
From an original supplied by E.T. Atkinson Esquire in charge of\th® Nbazetteer.
Imagesource:https://www.pinterest.com



Meerut Junctionlmage surce: https://askgif.com

In the present day, Meer@ Bbcal population is represented by the J&ajput, Tyagi, and Gujjar
communities among others each of whom has retained their cultural identity and thereby
contributing abundantly to its rich cultural heritage and practices. With the extensive mix of cultures
and traditions all blended ithe madern vibrancy of the cityculture is whatembodiesthe present

day lifeof Meerut.

Etymology and History

Meerut is situated between the holy riveSanga and Yamuna doalb.is a busy trade centre of
western Uttar Pradesh. Due to its geographical importance, the fertile Ggagaina doab hebeen

an important centre of human activities since the very early timat®Wedic Civilisation.

Meerut probably derives its name frothe word Wlaya Rashtr@meaning the country of Maya, who
was the architect of the asuras (the demons) as per Hindu mythology. His daughter Mandodari was

the wife of Ravana, the antagonist of the first efi@mayanalnthe Mahabharatg the Kauravas had



their capital in Hastinapur, which is situated in presday Meerut district, and is a site for

archaeological excavation

Meerut also cotainsa Harappan settlement known as Alamgirpbelieved to bethe easternmost
settlement of the Harappan Civilisah. Meerut had been a centre of Buddhisharingthe period of
the third Mauryan emperor, Ashoka (r. 2232 BCE), and remains of Buddhist structures were found

near the Jama Mas;jid in the city.

Fragmens of the 8" Ashokan Pillar, which contains his dgjovere originally found in Meeruthey

now find placein the British Museum.

The Ashoka Pillar, at Delhi Ridge, next to the Bara Hindu Rao Hospital, near Delhi University, was
carried to Delhi from Meerut by Firoz Shah Tughlug (r. t3388CH. The fllar was damaged by an

explosion in 1713, but it was eventually restored to its former glory in 1867.
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Image surce:https://www.google.com/pinterest.com

In the 11" century, the southwest part of Meerut was ruled by Har Dat, the Dor Rajput Raja of
Bulandshahr, who built a fort within this complex which became well known for its strength and was
SOSyYy YSyiAz2y SARi-Akari Had Diat waslatdr defdted/ISultan Mahmud of Ghazni

AY MaMy® ! LINRYAYSYyd 20t tfFYRYFENLS GKS WFYF al
+ATASNY {K2NIfe | FGSNI {dzA ity al KYdZRQad GAOUi2NER Ay
of Meerut from his hands. AJ- NI 2F (GKA& wla2FQad F2NIAFAOFGAZ2Y A

defence, survived until recent times.

The first big invasion on the city occurred in 1192om Mohammad Ghori, when his general, Qutb
ud-din Aibak, attacked the city. A much worfeetune lay ahead for the district, kich came with the
invasion of Timur in 1398, during which the Rajputs offered a tough resistance at the Fort of Loni,

where he fought the Sultan of Delhi, Muhammad Tughlaqg

Qutb-ud-din Aibak marched frorfohram, and thefollowing lines are mentioned in th&ajul-
Maasirof Hasan Nizami where Meerut Fastdescribedhus:

WEYyR gKSY KS I NNAGSR i aSSNHziz 6KAOK A3
the strength of its foundations and superstructure, and its ditch which was as broad as the
and fathomless, an army joined him, setb 4 KS RSLISYRI yi OKASTa

Meerut: A Gazetteer, 1904 (277).

Eventually, they were all defeated by Timur, who went on to attack Delhi,evheagain massacred

the local population. Timur returned to attack Meerut, now ruled by an Afghan chief, llias, and took
the city in just twodays, leadingo widespread devastation before he departed to the north once
again. The city then came under thele of the Mughal Empire and experienced an age of relative
peace and tranquillity. During the rule of the third Mughal Emperor, Akbar (r.(l58%), a mint for

copper coins was established here.

During the decline of the Mughal Empire after the deattharangzeb, the city effectively came under
the control of locakulers, the Saiyidsof Muzaffarnagar in the north, the Jats in the sowtast, and
the Gujars along the Ganges and in the sowthst. The city saw Sikh and Maratha invasions in the

18" century, with short periods dfattlesinvolving the Jats anthe Rohillas.



Walter Reinhardt, an English soldier, established himself at Sardhana and some parts of the district
came under his rule. Upon his death, they came into the hands of Begum Sauming this time, the

southern part of the district had remained under Maratha rule.

In 1803, with the fall of Delhi, Daulat Rao Scindia of the Marasi@mdonedthe territory to the

British, and the city was designated as the headquarters of theyrpouns district in 1818.

Mutiny in Meerut, 1857

1Love Meerut Cantt

orH meﬂa?n FHaH
FIRST WAR OF INDEPENDENCE
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Indian Postal Stam@d 857 Mutiny Image source: istampgallery.com

Meerut is most popularly associated with being the first region in the country which sparked the

Mutiny of 1857 againstthe British I &0 LYy RA L [/ 2 YLI y®xf ¢ Ko [RE IYREIzAY | NP



G2 5 St KA Ihised hasd: Meerdit Cahtoriment was the place where ribleellion began when

Hindu andMuslim soldiers were given rifle cartridges rumoured to have a coating maderoébfait.

From Meerut To Delhi

The Route Our Freedom Fighters Took Meerut

Victoria Park
May 10, 1857

Barnawa

Panchli

Bhamori

Jani Buzurg

Baghpat Bijrol
Katha
Khajuri Khas

Khekra

Delhi (Red Fort)

May 11, 1857 May 11, 1857 Morning 7. a.m.

The March to Delhi thaghook the British Empire, 159 Years Ago
Image Sourcehttps://sabrangindia.in
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KurtiBazar, the latter named after the red uniforms worn by Company soldiers.

hy wHun !'LINAE mMyptTI aSSNHziQa Omarcheddy RBaNEepaoysoftey St/ |
Bengal Cavalry, hired mostly from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. He ordered them toefirewh Enfield

cartridges: 85 refused. The cartridges were covered with paper that had to be torn off. Muslims
believed that the paper was greased with pig fat and the Hindus believed that it was coated with cow

fat. All 85 were stripped of their uniformshackled andmprisoned for ten years. These rebels were

from the 39 Cavalry; they owned their horses and belonged to tippercaste On Sunday, 10 May

1857, Kotwal Dhan Singh Gurjar opened the gates of the prison. These soldiers, along with other
imprisoned soldiers escaped prison and declared themselves free, revolted, attacked and killed several

of the Britishofficialsto take the city in their control.

The Revolt of 1857 is also called the Sepoy Mutiny or India's First War of Independence. drt@ds st

on 10 May 1857 at Meerut, as a mutiny of sepoys of the British East India Company's army.



It was a prolonged period of armed uprising as well as rebellions in Northern and Central India against
the British occupation of that part of the subcontinent. It began as a revolt of the sepoys of the British

91ad LYRALF [ 2YL} ye Qédthe\Mricipaiiaiziof th @dsesi dzl t £ € & S0dz
The revolt is known by several names:

TheSepoy Mutiny (by the Britidhistorians), the Indian Mutiny, the Great Rebellion (by the
Indian historians), the Revolt of 1857, the Indian Insurrection, and the First War of

Independence (by Vinayak Damodar Savatkar)

Karl Marx in Newrork Daily Tribune, July 15, 186@f the troops sent to the rescug
of Meerut, where order had been restablished, six companies of natiy
sappers and miners, who arrived on the 15thMay, murdered their commanding
officer, Major Frazer, and made at once for the open country, pursued by trooq
horse artillery and several of the 6tltagoonguards. Fifty or sixty of the mutineer
were shot, but the rest contrived to escape to Delhi

The revolt spread over the entire area from theighbourhoodof Patna to the borders of Rajasthan.
The maircentresof revolt in these regionaere Kanpur, Lucknow, Bareilly, Jhansi, Gwalior, and Arrah

in Bihar.

1 https://www.jagranjosh.com/generaknowledge/listof-important-leadersassociatedwith-the-revolt-of-
18571466160043L



https://www.jagranjosh.com/general-knowledge/list-of-important-leaders-associated-with-the-revolt-of-1857-1466160043-1
https://www.jagranjosh.com/general-knowledge/list-of-important-leaders-associated-with-the-revolt-of-1857-1466160043-1

This marked the beginning ofveidespread revolt across northern India as these soldiers marched

towards Delhi. 1th May is still celebrated as a local holiday in Meerut.

Kambob Gate, Meerut

Kambob gatea testimony ofthe revolt of 1857 Image source:
https://www.oldpostcards4sale.co.uk

Meerut was alsoKS @Sy dzS 2F (KS O2yINROSNEALFf WaSSNHzi / 2
several trade unionists, including three Englishmen, were arrested for organising anRadiaays

strike. This case garnered attention in England, inspiring the 1932 pead; kiteerut Prisonerswhich

gl a LISNF2NYSR 08 || al yOKSa aSWI AKRY Sdy ighkg8tedE NS 3 N.
the detrimental effects of colonisation anddustrialisation.

The last session of the Indian National Congress, bdfatian was formally liberated from British

control, was held at Victoria Park in Meerut on 26 November 1946. It was in this session that the

Constitutionmaking committee was created.

Meerut, much like the rest of the country, also suffered from commuiabrin 1984 (Hindisikh
Riots), 1982 (Hindiuslim Riots). In May 1987, personnel of the Provincial Armed Constabulary (PAC)

allegedly shot dead 42 Muslinthe trial of the case is still pending (Hashimpura Massacre).



The news of the great uprising having erupted in Meerut inlttustrated TimesLondon, 1857




Cultural Places in Meerut
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The city comprises many historical and cultural heritage sites. There are many beautiful
gardens, monuments with great architecture and holy places in the city which are major tourist

attractions here. A few of such places are:

Augarnath Temple
TheAugarnath Templen Meerut is devoted to Lord Shiva. The temple has historical importance as
the first War of Independencein India was also witnessed here. The actual date or year of the
constructionof the temple is not known but it is believed that the SHivagain the temple appeared
on its own whichis treated as a miracle of God and therefore attractsxdreds of devoteesThis
temple is also known as Kali Paltan Mandir. The temple has great significance as Waerfw§tndian
Independence, the Revolt of 18538tarted here. The temple has a memoyialilt in honour of the
martyrs of the Revolt of 185 the past fewdecadesseveral changes have been madéhe temple.
In 1968, a new temple was constructed and the old architecture was replaced. In 19&¥y a n
hexagonal hall was also constructeohd in 2001, &alash(pitcher) madewith 4.5 kg of gold was
installed at the spire. According to local priests, the great Maratha rulers used to worship here and

seek blessings before proceeding with their victorggessions.

StW2 Ky Q & lodatéddn\@d¢ut was built between 1818B22. It is the oldest church in North India

and was built during the British colonial period. It is considered a masterpiece of architecture. There



is a cemetery near the church which has the graves of the Boffgtialsand their families killed
during the revolt of 1857. The church is built in the style of English church architecture which has a

large open space for worship

{0 W2KyQa DImageshuice hftpsi/conehabsivikimedia.org



Gandhi BaghknownlocallyasThe company gardenss located on Mall Road in Meerut. It was built
before independence buwvasrecently renamed. It has lush greenery with a wide range of flora within
its premises. There is a musical fountain which runs every evening. BEbadreryweremany entrances

to the garden and no entry fees werenposed but now only one entrance is open for the publidth
nominal entry charges. The Cantonment Board of Meerut maintains the Gandhi Baghisvaich

present one of the attractionef the city,for amusement and recreational activities.
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Entranceto Gandhi BaghMeerut. Imagesource:https://commons.wikimedia.org

TheSuraj Kund Parks maintained by the Municipal Corporation of Meerut (Nagar Nigam). The green
ambience of this place is a major attraction for visitors. The@mple flora within. It offers many
recreational and amusement activities for tourists and visitore place is associated with the
Mahabharata; it is believed that King Karna devotedkaisachandkundal(divine armour) tdhe Sun

God at this place. Every year, a fair is organised during Dussehra, which is celebrated with full zeal and

enthusiasm.



SurajKundPark Imagesource: https://www.inspirock.com

The Mughal mausoleum known 8hahpeer Sahab ki Dargaas built in 1628 by Nur Jahan, a popular
Mughal Empress. It was built in honour of a local Mushiazrat Shahpeer. According to the beliefs

of the people, Shahpeer was the teacher of the Mughal Emperor Jahangir. The Dargah is a structure
of red stones and is popular for its unique architecture. It is said that this mausoleum was constructed
24 hours before the death of Hazrat Shahpeer and the warksoconstruction was stopped midway

and therefore, it is still believed to be incomplete. The tomb has beautiful and intricate Nakshi work
and there is no roof on the tomb. This tomb has been listed rational heritage monument by the
Archaeological 8vey of India. A local jaghirdar, Rajgibelieved to have constructed the Shahpeer

Gatefor the mausoleunmn 1829.



TheDigambar Jain Templis one of the oldest temples in Meerut and dates bhokdredsof years.

There are seven altars with seven splendid spires within its courtyard. The first altar is known as the
FEAGFNI 2F WeAlKFEE 2FES .ol Q | yR ThousadSdf debo@&R (12 ¢
grarl dKA&a GSYLXS G2 3SU0 GKSANI LINI 8SNB TFdzf FAEE ST

around 720 idols of 24 Teerthankaras.

Digambar Jain Templ®Meerut



Shahid Smaralks devoted to the martyrs of India during the first war of freedom of India in 1857.
There are lush greegpacesn the Smarak and a Shahid Starmd#voted to the martyred freedom
fightersis located in the premises. There is also a museum which presaneedepicts the war of
independence through paintings and dioramas. The museum has two galleries that display the

portraits of freedomfighters and their struggle during the revolt of 1857.

-

Shahid Smarakvieerut ImageSoure:

https://www.tourmyindia.com

TheShahi Eidah was built bythe eighth Sultan of Delhi, Nasir Ud din Mahmadon of llitutmish. A

religious as well as a historical site in Meetht Shahi Eidgah is a 6@@arold mosque. Erected by

the youngest son of lltutmish (the eighth kingtbé Delhi Sultanate)he Shahi Eidgah is located at a
RAaAGlIYyOS 2F | (Af2YSUNB FNRBY R2gyiG26y 2F (GKS OAd
culture which refers to an opeair enclosure for Eid Salah (prayer offers on the morning of Hidral

It is one of the largest mosques in Meerut and iogrdsedfor its exquisite architecture. The walls of

this stunning mosque boast sonbeautiful paintings.The carvings on the walls tfie Eidgah reflect

the craftsmanship of the bygone era. Shghigah is one of the few tourist places in Meerut thas

beengiven the status ofHeritage site of national importan€e



Shahi Eidah. ImageSourcehttps://www.tourmyindia.com




ParikshitgarhA & | f a2 (1y26y +Fta (GKS WvAftl tFNA{TaAaKAGIF NKQ
Parikshit. It is said that this fort was built KyjngParikhsit whovasthe grandson of Arjuna. It is also
believed that it was restored in the eighteenth century by Nain Singh, a Gurjar king. During 1916, silver

coins from the times of Shah Alam Il were found in the fort.

- 5 SN N e
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Parikshitgarhimagesource: https://www.tourmyindia.com



TheSardhana Churchuilt by Begum Samru was granted the status of Minor Basilica in 1961 by Pope
John 23rd. The grandeur of the church contributes greatly to @idy hstorical and grand churches
get this status. Due to the miraculous picture of tki@ther of Grace herethe tradition of special

prayers and fair every yeaistarted in this church.

Begum Samru

Imagesource:https://scroll.in/article/920157/begumsamruthe-18th-century-dancerwho-grew-to-

rule-a-principality-and-rescuethe-mughatemperor

Gavin, a British tourist who visited Meerut in 204jtes, "In the UK, Meerut is popular as th
place from where the 1857 mutiny originated. At thaine, the place was a big militar]
establishment and there are quite a few people who can trace their roots to the city as they
ancestors living here during the British rule. | was travelling from Delhi and took a detg

Meerut because | wanted teeg the monuments and remnants from the British past.



http://almayasabdam.com/meerut-no-more-just-sardhana-church-for-foreign-tourists
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The Sardhana Churcdmagesource:https://en.wikipedia.org

The churchwas constructed irl822 on the behest oBegum Samru, who is regarded as the only
Roman Catholic rulehroughout the history of India. She enlisted the services of an Italian architect
Anthony Reghelinifor the building The church was dedicated to the Virgin Mary and cost around
400,000Rupess to construct. The altar and its surrounds aradeof marble set with coloured stones
like the Taj Mahal. Much of the rest of the interior is also in marble, and easpgctdisplaysvery

highest craftsmanship



Inscription on the Statue of Begum Sanat the Basilica of Our Lady Of Graces

Sardhana



Mahabharata Sites in Western Uttar
Pradesh

Parikshitgarh, MeeruDistrict

The town is built on an ancient mound which has never been surveyed, but would surely be of the
same vintage as the nearby mounds of Hastinapur. A famous pond in Parikshitgarh is Gandhar Tal. It

is said that the mother athe Kaurava, Gandhari, used twisit here, hence thename. The Gandhari

¢t Fd LINBaSyid KIFa | oNAO] in¢rikdmarQrhdudghtthis bliNghida/ R A
Temple has been renovated to quite some extent in the past few years, its original structusglican

be made ot

Statue of GandharParikshitgarhimage sourcehttps://www.veethi.com



Ashram of Shringi Rishi, Parikshitgarh

The place has historical referenceMahabharata, and the legend associateith this is related to

al KIN}2F tFNR{aKAGQahiRRisi K a4 KS 61 a OdNBESR 068 {
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Ashram of Shringi Rishi
Imagesource: https://in.pinterest.com

Mawana

According to one legend, a loyal servant of the Kauravas by the name of Mana had established a village

here. It wasone of the gates of Hastinapur and its ancient name was Mult@ata which later changed

to Mawana.



Baghpat

In the Udyog Pa#y it is sad that this was one of the five towns that the Pandavésited in the
Mahabharata, four of these are given thye names Vraksthal, Varnavrat, Makandi and Asandi, the

name of the fifth town isn't referencedut is believed to be this

Shuktratal, Muzaffarnagaistrict

This is an ancient centre of pilgrimagre the banks ofhe river Gangan Muzaffarnagadistrict. Here,
on ahilltop, a Banyan tree called Brahmachari Bstto be found It is said that under this Banyan tree
Shukade, after removing the curse on &araja Parikshit I, recited the Shrimad Bhagwatam to him

for seven days.

Shukratal Imagesource: https://www.hindi.nyoooz.com

2TheUdyoga ParvaSanskrit U iV § érhe Book of Effortis the fifth of eighteen books of the Indian

Epic Mahabharat#! Udyoga Parva traditionally has 10 sbiboks and 199 chapters

After the Pandavasomplete their exile, they ask Kuru brothers to let them return to their kingdom according to the terms
of exile. The Kurus refuse. As war discussion begins on both sides, Sanjaya meets withsPamaishnain an effort to
avoid war. This meeting is covered in Sanjggmaa book ofJdyoga Parva



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanskrit_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahabharata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Udyoga_Parva#cite_note-vb-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandava
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Krishna

Hastinapur Land of Archaeology and
Mythology

In Sanskrit, Hastinapur means 'the City of Elephants' fiafgtindelephant) andguram)city). Its
antiquity is said to go badk the time ofthe Mahabharata There is also some speculatithmat the
city was named after King Hasti. Hastinaknown by different namesljke Gajapuram, Nagapura,

Asandivata, Brahmasthalam, Shanti Nagaram and Kunjarpuram, in varidestsld

The city has a rich historwhich goes as far back as the time of the Harappan Civilization.
Archaeological excavations wereft® dzOi SR -kat A ¥+ DRdzNJ O2f f SOUA2Y 27F
after Vidura, in 195€62, a site 37 km (23 miles) nordast of Meerut It was concluded to béhe

remains of the ancient city of Hastinapur, the capital tbé Kauravas andhe Pandavas of

Mahabharata, which was washed awaythg Gang floods.

The name is found in some of the most ancient religious scriptures ofandiaven today continues
to reverberate in millions of Indian homes through its association with all the great religiahs th

originated within the Indian Subcontinent.

Hastinapur, in the ancient past, was the capital of the kingdom ofkimeis. Being a great city of
political power as well as a centre for trade, it was fought for by many kings and dynasties, out of these

the most famous being the epic battle of Mahabhaxat

Hastinapur islsoone of the most revered Jain Pilgrimage centres in the country. The great Buddha
hadalsovisited Hastinapur, as per ancient Buddhist records, and Bhai Dharam Singh, one of the Pan]

Pyaras of the Great Guru Gobind Singh, hailed from Hastinapur.

Hastinapur is divided into two partene beingHastinapur Kaurwan and other Hastinapur Pandwan.
There are many antiquitiéspots found in Hastinapur which arether of Mahabharata fame or tir
namesare related to Mahabharata personage such asandireshwar Mahadev Mandir, Draagi

Ghat, Karna Mandir/Karna Ghat, Budhi Ganga and Pandav Tila/ Ulta Khera Tila.
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Hastinapur Image surce:www.meerut.nicin

The mound of Hastinapur was scientifically excavated for the first time by the famous archaeologist
Dr. B.B. Lal between 1950 and 1952. His report holds a lot of relevance even to tisadaging to
Dr. B.B Lal in his excavation report, there gvarany mounds spread along the length of the modern

course of the Garmat Hastinapur.

As per thetext, History and Culture of Uttar Pradesh (M| asummary of the archaeological report

of Hastinapur is mentioned (B¢04-105):

.
3

This is the Ochre Coloured Pottery, corresponding to Mature Hartajiss not appear to be

very extensive herbut relatively a small settlement was found.

In the second levethe famous PGW (Painted Grey Ware) and this level corresponds to the Epic
period of Mahabharata. Other objects especially of copper were also foind.in this phase city
remained uninhabited for next two hundred years or so.

.
3

About 600BC the city ppears to have been again inhabited and a new city arose which is
characterised archeologically with the presence of a Northern Black Polished(ME®R&V) This

new city was quite well developed and this can be inferred from presence oflbrazkwells.


http://www.meerut.nic.in/

«+ Hastinapur was then repopulated and the city remained inhabited for the next 400 years or so.
Remains ofShunga and Kushana period also found. A lot of terracotta pieces were found and it is
believedthat city was a great centre of art and cultuagthis time.

% Inthe 11" century ADnew habitation appeared in Hastinapur but this was small and fmriod
of 200 years. During the time of Shahjahan in th& Céntury attempts were made to revive the

city but these were unsuccessful.

Sacred Complex in Hastinapur

Karna Ghat Mandir

The Karna Temple is located near the Pandesfwarple on an old ravine along the bank of
the Gan@. Theoriginalshivlingainside the Karna Temple is believedh@ve beerestablished

by Karna one of the prominent figures in thdahabharata

—

Karna TempleHastinapur


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karna

It is believed that this temple is dedicated to Kaasaheused to donatealms hereafter bathing in

the Gang. Earlier the Gan@ used to flow here but slowligs course moved away

PandureshwaMahadevTemple

The PandreshwarMahadev €mple is dedicated t&hiva This temple is believed to bedlplace
wherethe KauravasndPandavaseceived their educationinthe VedasandPuranas A temple
dedicated tothe Hindu goddesKaliand many Hindashramasare also present on a hillock between

the ruins. Legend has it that in the Mahabharata period, Pandu's eldest son Yudhishthira, had
established the shivalinga at the Paméshwar Mahadev temple before the war of Mahabharata and

prayed to Shiva for blesga

=
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Pandireshwar Mahadeviemple, Hastinapur


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiva

Shivlinga at PangeshwarTemple Defacedstatuesat PandireshwarTemple

All above imagesource:INTACHCH team visit to site



Jayanti Mata Shakti Peeth

Jayanti Mata Shakti Peethlastinapur

According to the beliefs of the local peopMata Sati's left thigHell in Hastinapur, after which the
place was named as Jayanti Mata Shakti Peeth. Now it is believed through varipusesmar
mythologies,that the references mention the sacrifice of Mother Satihatr father Raja Daksliaa
house. This wasaid to havéhappened thousands of years before the Mahabharata pedadng the

Dwapar Yug.

Even in the wake dhesefindings, it isn'tdefinite that there has been any Shakti Peeth in Hastinapur.
If we considerthe localmaterial present on the Jayanti Mata Shakti Peeth at Ulta Kherdhig&ghakti

Peethis believed to bevery ancient.



Hastinapur Jain Teme

Adhtapad TeerthaHastinapur

Hastinapurhas beeranimportant Jain Pilgrimage centre foundreds ofyears. In ancient soursef
literature, Hastinapur had a prominent place as a centre of learning and religious activities.
HastinapurTeerth Kshetrais believed to be the birthplace of 16th, 17th and
18th tirthankarasnamely,ShantinathaKunthunathaand Aranatharespectively. Jas also belies

that it was here in Hastinapurthe firsttirthankara Rishabhanathaended his 13month-

long penanceafter receiving sugarcane juic&ghurasa) from King Shreyans.

Hastinapur ighus a sacred place for Jain devotees. A numbemasterpieces of architecture and
centres of great faith ofthe Jain religion ar¢he Jambudweep Jain Temple, Shwetambar Jain Temple,
Prachin Digambar Jain Temple, Astapad Jain Temple and Shri Kailash Parvat JaiT iegpiesru
Parvat and_otusTemple n Jambudweep Jain Temple premigeakes the complex quite grandiase

Built under the blessings of Gyanmati Mataji in 1972, the official name of the tirtha is the Digambar



Jain Institute of Cosmographic Research (Digambar Jain Trilok Shodh Sansthan) and its main
attraction is the building constructed as a model of Jambudvipa, whichis the dvipa( 61 s1 andd or

6continentd) of the terrestr i aies ofvidindlistn, Buddlssm,envi si o

and Jainism, which is the realm where ordinary human beings live.

Buhi Ganga / Old Ganga

TheGanga is considereshcredin this region andthe only evidence ate channels of tha&Burhi
Gangahereis a dried river bed. A fedecadesago, even up tehe late 1990s, the dry bed was full of

marshes and wetlands. ThisfBuGangavashometo many exotic bird species.

Image showind@alaramgulling Hastinapur toward the Gaaga page from @8hagavata

Dasamskandaeries

According to theMeerut: A Gazetteer, 19047 Thé& Burhigangavhich forms so marked a feature

of the Khadir, is a sluggish, irregular stream, which in many places rather resembles a chain of swamps
than a river It enters the district from Muzaffarnagar at the village of Firozpur and flows southwards
into parganaGarhmukteskvar, when it joins the Ganges. Its distance from the high bank which

separates the khadir from the uplands ranges from a few yards to a quarter of a mile. Its depth varies


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balarama

considerably in the hot weather when it is quite dry in places, butitgé holds water in some of its
larger swamps, which are generally marshy, reedered jhils, with patches of open water. Opposite

Hastinapur, a series of jhils form with the Bigdinga a large island after the rains.

As the condition of river is marshy and swamps this stream of Burhigarafand use. But local

residents come there for some rituals performances as it part of main Ganga.

Taimur during his movements througiie Gang-Yamuna Doabagsin his memoithat he settled at
Firozpurvillageon the banks of the Gaagwhich may in fact be this channel/streaithe Bthi
Ganga enters the district of Meerut from Muzaffarnagar at Firognd passesn to

Garhmukteshwar where it jointie Ganga.

The upper Ganga flood-plain is an elongated fluvial tract, stretching along both
banks. Unlike adjoining old alluvium, the flood-plain has a more varied physical
history and a different mode of human leaving. The Ganga’s oscillating nature and
its frequent high floods have lent dynamism to the natural and cultural landscape of
the tract. The present form and trend of its regime are only a stage in its long and
chequered history. The Burhiganga (literally,‘Old Ganga’) falls into it in numer-
ous channels. The Ganga’s recession was noticed by Taimur Long who invaded the
region in 1398-1399 AD and mentioned in his mempor. Now a chain of swamps,
the Burhiganga entered Meerut district of Uttar Pradesh from Muzaffarnagar, near
Firozpur village and flowed southward to Garh Mukteswar where it joined the
Ganga. According to the Mahabharata, Hastinapur, the capital of Kauravas, stood
on the bank of the Ganga but no trace of it is seen now. It might have been washed
away by the river in the beginning of the Kali Yuga (a Hindu Puranic aeon, cor-
responding to the Iron Age) over 3000 years ago, i.e., around 1000 BC. Taimur
in his memoir mentioned Firozpur town as being on the right bank of the Ganga.
Firozpur village near Ramraj on the right bank of the Burhiganga corresponds with
Timur’s Firozpur. If it is true, eastward recession of the Ganga from its old bed took
place by about 10 km after 1400 AD. Over the ages, its course oscillated along the
Burhiganga axis till about 1400 AD, after which it began to move eastward to its
present course, past Daranagar village.

Image sourceExtract fromThe Ganga: Water Use in the Indian Subcontibgriranab Kumar Parua



CULTURAL AND OTHHBUSTRIBES
DISTRICT MEERUT

Printing Industry of Meerut

The printing industry of Meerut has an old histpand books were being printed here tine 1800s

Even today Meerut is one of the foremost centres of printing enterprise in India.
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One of the first boo&to be published from Meerut
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Other Industries

Meerut is famous as an industrial city. It is aksmwn for handloom work andhe sissorsindustry
from earlier times. Being in the proximity of Delhi, it is ideal for industries like textiEnsformers,

sugar, distilleles, chemicals, engineeringaper, sports goods and jewellery.

It is the largest suppliers aports goods being the largest Indiagricket goods manufacturer and
exporter. The Uttar Pradesh State Industrial Development Corporation (UPSIDC) has already
establishedwo industrial estates in MeerynamelyPartapur and UddyogpurantheMohakampur

Industrial Area is a private initiative.

Nipro Glassfrom Japan has set up a largkags planthere for medical use. According to the new
industrial policy of the government of Indithe District Industries CentréDIC) was established in
1979 in Meerut district to speed up industrial development. The main objectitreedIC is to prode
all the services under a single roof. A general manager, who is assisted by seven minreigange
and other employee various functions, heads each DIC. There are 55 units in the disatatdine
under large and medium scale industries, wathinvestment of Rs. 330.22 crgrand whichemploy
28922 people.

These are located in the areas like Delhi Road, Kankarkhera, Sadar Bazar, Modipuram, Daurala,
Mawana, Partapur and Baghpat Road. These industries pracackol, straw boards,transformers,
tyre-tubes, cotton yarn, sugar, chemicals,milk products, paper etc. Besides the abov2l702small

scaleunits are working at Meerut witlaninvestment of Rs. 435.15 crqremploying 108285 people.

These industries are producietgctrical equipmentflour, suji, eatableitems, sports goods,electronic
items, engineeringitems etc. Further, in these industries of Meerut district, some expert hands are

also engaged in the work of Scissors, HasthkarBaage and Chaplain, Musical Instruments etc.



Scissor Industry

The cottage industry that used to manufacture around two lakh pieces a month, has declined to almost

40% of its size nowlmage sourceSunil Sharma/HT Photo

Ahigh-quality handmadenstrument fromthe micro,small scale and medium ventures of Meerilte

scissohas beerchosenfor a Geographicalndicaion (Gl) tag.

These scissorsaare madefrom scrapmetal piece by a network in Meerut, which is "the main scissor
group in India" and which has been making the item for over three centuries, Karamjeet Singh Saluja,
Deputy Director Intellectual Property Rights, Federation of Indian Micro and Small and Medium
Enterprses (FISME), IP FacilitatiGentre told columnistswhile participating in alPRawareness
progranme here Mr Saluja said the Gl tag was given to products based on certain information
submitted to the Geographical Indication Registry, Chennai: proaigihpthe Gl map, the statement

of the case and the history of the product.

Sharif Ahmad, viecpresident, Meerut Scissors Manufacturers Special Purpose Vehicle, and a seventh
generation craftsman, toldhe Hindua ¢ KS DL GF3 gAff YI 1S I RAFFSNBY(
to copy our scissors or misuse the madea S SNXzi G F 3 2 dzNJ K| yTRetagRvBuldda OA & & 2

enable the crafters to make scissors of standard sizes and high quality, he said. At,plesaize



varies, from six inches to 14 inches, and the scissors are sold at a price ranging from Rs.20 to Rs. 500.
Known for their sharpness, the scissors are used at home and by industrial garment manufacturers.
They can be repaired, unlike other stiss that are thrown out after usén thelocal idiom the phrase

Pada le, potaa barp&a product bought by the grandfather, but which continues to be used by his

grandson)underscoratheir quality.

Meerut scissors are particularly used fgsrment making and other domestic uses. All parts of the
scissors are presed in some other form. For example, the blades are made from recgatedn
steelsourced from scrap metal, which may be salvaged from old raitatiigg stock automobiles or

other sources. The handles, made of metal alloys or plastics, are prepared from other wastes such as
old utensils The first such scissors are said to have been made by Asli AkHaoal blacksmith,
around the year 1653Jnlike most other scissors, Meersitissors can be repaired and reused many

times.

Meerut was once known for the sharpness, strength and durability of scissors that were produced in
Kainchi Bazaar, and the craftsmen attribute this to their meticulous handwdveerut-based
KAaG2NALFY ' YAG tFGKFE] o0StAS@®Sa GKIFIG GKS ONIX Fi
wood carving of Saharanpur or the bead making in Moradabad, almosgapil towns of this region

had mastered some kind of art in the Mughal era to add to the economy. The British too encouraged
the trade by placing good transport systems in place. Since then, the art of scissor making has been
LI 3aSR 2y (KNRhdzek@aind. Sy SNl GA2yasé

Meerut has 250 sma#icale scissofaking units, employing 70,000 people directly and indirectly.
Both the Central and Uttar Pradesh governments have helped the indimsthe past While men

make scissors, women do the tasks thequire handwork and paakg ofthe products.They are sent

only to the domestic markets, but the makaused to earlierfind it tough to meet the demand at

home.

However,according to &irstpostreport, in recent times, Kainchi Bazaar, which housesectos500
units and employs approximately 70,000 craftsmen, and which was once the pride of Meerut, has
seen a decline. Since the profit made by the businesses hemisegligible, the newest generation

is not being encouraged to take up the profession.

GL Y GKS GKANR 3ISYSNI A2y AYy Yeé eaddf e G2 o685

Shamiuddeen Rehman of Famous Scisso&. S NE LI ANJ 2 F aOArAaazNaA LI aasSa



hands, each person an expert in a different process itngtides cutting, sharpening, welding,

LR2fAAKAYI YR Y2NBzZ¢ alea ONIYTFGAYEY a2KEYYFR CdaN

LX F OSa Al 2y GKS FtlyYSa Fotr1 S Ay GKS FdzNyI OS Iy
AKI NLISY helpdds.SRISasé

One pair of scissors takes at least one week to make and passes through 22 pairs ofinhagels
source:Devyani NighoskaFirstpost
C2NJ OSy i dzNR S & Begachdhdnitapaveted dcidss thélEountnHowever, for the
last few years, Kainchi Bazaar has been fapm@lems and poor working condition¥hese mini
factories see frequent power cuts and have no ventilation. Many craftsmen here sustain cuts and
injuries on a ddy basis. Some who work on grinder machines breathe in iron dust particles and suffer

from respiratory issues.

According to theFirstpostcoverage Mohammad Saad, 68, of Sheikh Scissors has seen the business
change overtimgd ¢ KS 0 dz& A y Soathie lakt decddeg/ This B du t& domFetition with Chinese
d0Aaa2NEDPE {SOSNIf 2GKSNJ ONIX FiavYSy SOK2 KAa aSyd
FtAYadad YR KIF@S y2 RdzNI 0Af A& ®-yeasalll MozghimadA$St. 2 dzNE& =
a SSNHzi Q& & O AahyaviBeMBetweeNRs 200MAd@®RS 00, depending on their size.

aSSNHzi Qa aléballadawdhitie Glgdedgphical indidan) tag in 2013ut craftsmenfeel
this hasnot done muchto increase demandAnd thegovernment aichas been dwindling, according

to them. The craftsmen have also been unable to take any loans as micro/scaddl enterprises.



Musicallnstruments

A small, nondescript neighbourhood in Meerut provides 95% a$binstruments to wedding bands
across the country from Kashmir to Kanyakumari. However, this decaolésbusiness has been on

a downward trend as almost half of the 100 units that were operating in Meerut's Jali Kothi
neighbourhood have closed down incent years and those still around rue a lack of government aid

in preserving the industry along with dwindling demand from a changing business.

Sabir Ali, a brass instrument maker, poses at his shop in Me@aption and Imagsource:
Hindustan Times

Ofa city known morefor its sportsgoodsand publishing industry, not many know that 95% of wind
instruments trumpets, euphoniums, cornets and clarinets used by wedding bands are made in
Meerut. TheO 2 dzy BeltBrassibands comhereto source their instrumentsin the belief that

these are the top quality.



Nadir Ali & Colmagesource: Hindustan Times

Jal Kothi aredmagesource: Hindustan Times

According toan HT articlez Nadir Ali & Co. began as a wedding band in 1885 when Nadir Ali, a
bandleader in the British Army raised his own company with his cousin Imam Buksh and began making
instruments in 1911%As our popularity grew and bands flocked to Meerut to buy instrumesume

of our former employees saw an opportunity. They quit their jobs to start their small factsags,

Aftab! KY I RX . dzprandsera 3INB I



By the 1950s, the Jali Kothi neighbourhood had become a musical instruments manufacturing hub. Its
busy mairstreet, where rickshaws, cars and carts honk and jostle for space is lined with music shop

their fronts festooned with drums and a range of gleaming trumpets and euphordums.

A worker gives finishing touches to a trump€gption and Imagsource: Hindustan Times

Aftab Ahmadgconsidered diving encyclopaedia on wind instrumengsdcredited with many
innovations in the industryis now retired and the businessrun by higamily membersFrom
apprenticing at the Zildjmfactory in Turkey to Dineley Rehearsals Studios on Baker Street, he has

travelled the world to learn new technology, processes, and machinery

In a demonstration for the newspaper coverafjmor Alam tests a freshly minted trumpet at Nadir
Ali & Co. Nbhappy with the pitchhe changes position and blows harder, playing a popular Kishore
YdzY I NJ GdzyS® Www2S R2y Qi KIFI@S | (GSadAy3a tF 062N G2NE

instrument testersays.



