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Farrukhabad: An Overview 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2. Vishrant Ghat 

Farrukhabad is well-known for its ancient Vedic, mythological and historical significance and places 
associated with that. In 1714, Nawab Mohammad Khan Bangash unified 52 villages of Bisen Kshatriyas 
(Bumtelas) and named them Farrukhabad, after FarrukhsiyaǊ ό!ǳǊŀƴƎȊŜōΩǎ ǎƻƴύ ǿƘƻ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 
visited Farrukhabad. The present district Farrukhabad, spread over 228830 hectares, is configured with 
three tehsils, seven blocks, 603 gram sabhas, 1020 villages, 14 police stations, two municipalities, four 
nagar panchayats and one cantonment board. The total population of the district is 18.85 lakhs (as per 
2011 census) and average literacy lies at 69%. Most administrative units of the district are located in 
Fatehgarh. The main economic driver here is agriculture. The rural areas of the district are mainly 
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dependent on agriculture and animal husbandry. The major crops here are potato, pea, gram, barley, 
wheat, millet, sunflower, tobacco, mango, guava and beetlenut. There are more than 80 cold storages in 
the district, which produces ten percent of the national production of potatoes. Apart from this, small 
and micro cottage industries are also a means of employment.  
 
Textile printing and zari industries here are of international repute. The Government of Uttar Pradesh 
has given recognition to the textile printing industry under the 'One District One Product' policy. Copper 
and brass utensils, tobacco and bidi industry also hold an important place in the economy. Agriculture, 
Zardozi and handicrafts trade on the one hand, and soldiers, litterateurs, poets and sportspersons on 
the other constitute the social fabric of this region. Various defence establishments are also situated 
here, namely the Rajput Regiment, the Sikh Light Infantry, and the Territorial Army. The stories of valour 
of the Rajput Regiment and of Rajputs of the district are plentiful. There is a grand martyrs memorial in 
village Maudha in Mohammadabad block. 
 
 

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3. Map of Farukkhabad 
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An important part of undivided Farrukhabad as a major constituent of ancient Panchal is also the 
present district of Kannauj, which was once the capital of India, and which was carved out as a new 
district in 1997. Like Kashi city, the crescent-flowing Ganga River in Farrukhabad and Fatehgarh and 
numerous Shivalaya here give it its fame as Aparkashi. The Kali river and the Ramganga here also have 
historical significance, binding it with north and south boundaries.                                                               

In the order of various historical periodsτVedic period, post-Vedic period, Aryan civilization, Satyuga, 
Tretayuga, Dwaparyuga and Kal Yugaτall have been witness to important events in this district. And 
many locations are centres of reverence and hold special significance in the heart of the common man. 
Different sections of the chronology of past events, some places and people have unfortunately been 
forgotten.  
 
The Vedas, (Samhita), Sanatan scriptures, Buddhist texts, Jain texts and accounts of foreign nomadic 
travelers like Hieun Tsang and Fa Hien provide rich historical descriptions of the Panchachal region. To 
this day, various spiritual, history and literary scholars in their individual capacity have written or are 
writing about the rich culture and heritage of the district. Many of the scholars have been working to 
document the history and archaeological sites of Farukkhabad without any government or 
administrative support. Only 16 sites have been preserved by the Archaeological Department (whereas 
Farrukhabad consists of many more historical and mythologically significant sites), including the tomb of 
three Muslim Nawabs, the tomb of seven British rulers, three Buddhist sites, a mound, a pond and a 
fort1.  
 
There are many opinions about how the name of 'Panchal', which was a major kingdom, was derived. 
These have been outlined in the next section. Panchal was an important Mahajanapada among the 16 
Mahajanapadas that existed before Gautama Buddha. Later, a union of Kuru Mahajanapada and 
Panchal formed, where first the monarchical and then the republican system ruled. Panchal district was 
also among the five important districts before the Shodash Mahajanapadas. Yagnas were popular in the 
Panchachal region, but when these became expensive due to complex rituals, their practice declined. 
After this Brahm Vadi Shasthartha (eg Yajnavalkya Gargi Shastharth) gained precedence, starting from 
the Panchal region and also in Videha state.  
 
The theory of reincarnation ahead of Brahmanism also emerged from the ruler of Kanyakubja of 
Panchachal region (Kaal 700 BC). Pravana was raised from childhood in an ashram near the present 
Khudaganj on the banks of the river Kali with his Brahmin maternal uncle, Muni Mahashal. Pravana's 
wife was the great-grandmother of Lopa Gargi Vakchanvi. Pravana first propounded the principle of 
reincarnation, which is firmly established among Hindus to date. The Kshatriya king Pahlavan ruled the 
Panchal kingdom from his capital at Kannauj. His disciples were Brahmins like Aruni, Uddalak, Shvetketu, 
Satyakam, Jabali etc.  

 
1 Local organiastions like The Panchal Shodh avem Vikas Samiti and Draupadi Dream Trust, Farukkhabad, has been 
working in their individual capacity in the documentation and promotion of local historically significant 
monuments and archaeological sites. According to them there are many places of ancient importance in the 
district which the Archaeological Department (ASI) or Ministry of Culture, Government of India, should take under 
their patronage and which can be renovated and established as, for example, the Ganga Research and 
Conservation centre.  
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The capital of the ancient Panchal state was Kampil, the birthplace of the sage Kapila who is the prophet 
of Sankhya philosophy Kapil. Lord Krishna, who was also the ruler of Panchal region for some time, said 
in the GitaΣ άI am Kapil among the sages.έ Kampil was also the capital of King Drupada and the site of 
DraupadiΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ the birthplace of Lord Vimalnatha, the thirteenth Tirthankara of Jainism, and a 
major centre of faith for Jain religion as the sermon site of Lord Tirthankara, Lord Mahavira. The ancient 
temple of Mahadev is also located here, famous by the name of Rameshwar Nath Ji, about which it is 
said that Shatrughana, Lord RamaΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ, established the Shivalinga worshiped by Sita in Lanka, here. 
Treta Yugin Sankashya is currently known as Sankisa whose king Kushadhwaja was the brother of 
Janaka, father of Sita. Lord Buddha was also said to have visited and preached here, and given 
Swargatran from here.  
 
The Stupa and Hasti Stambh built by Emperor Ashoka is also found here. In nearby Shamshabad is the 
ancient and scenic temple of Chaumukhi Mahadev, with two Shivlingas. Shamshabad which was famous 
as the ancient Khor was also known as Sargdari or Swargadwari. The village Baksuri was the city of the 
Mahabharata monster Bakasur. Bakasura was slaughtered by Pandava Bhima to protect a Brahmin, 
liberating the people from his atrocities. The temple of Pandeshwar Nath ji is also related to the 
Pandavas. The Shiva lingam was said to have been established by Pandavas at Pandaveshwara Dev 
Temple. The Gurugrameshwari Devi temple of Goddess Mangala Gauri established by Guru Dronacharya 
is in Farrukhabad. The mohalla Bhikampura of Farrukhabad city is the present Bhishma Nagar, 
established by the Pandavas in the name of Bhishma Pitamah. 
 
The present townhall of Farrukhabad was a fort built on the banks of the Ganga. Ekachakranagari is the 
present Dhilaval village where Mata Kunti lived in a Brahmin's house. An ashram, purportedly of the son 
of Mansa Devi, a sage who protected the Nagavansha in the Nag Yagna of Janmejaya, is near the District 
Magistrate's residence at Fatehgarh. The Dhaumya Rishi Ashram is on the banks of the Ganga in 
Fatehgarh, where Dharmaraja Yudhishthira received the Akshaya Patra (mythological opinion); the site 
near the police lines is known as Dhoom Ghat, where the remains of an ashram still exist. The village 
Naukhanda has claims of being witness to the incident of splitting of the horn on the head of Shringi 
Rishi, who performed the pratishti sacrifice for the birth of Lord Rama. The holy pilgrimage site of Shringi 
Rishi is Shringi Ram Pur which is the centre of faith for many pilgrims today.  
 
There is a temple of Gayatri in Astal, which was built by Scindia, the ruler of Gwalior. The remains of 
many ancient temples are still present here and are waiting for protection. Chyavan Rishi's ashram is on 
the banks of the Ganga in Chiyasar; Chavanprash with the name of Chyavan Rishi is famous all over the 
world today. The ashram of Dhanvantari, the originator of Ayurveda is also believed to be close by. 
Tapunabhumi, Karmabhoomi and the ashram of Aruni, Uddalak and Nachiketa are still present today 
near the Kali river on the border of Farrukhabad and Kannauj districts. The ashram of the sermon which 
is famous as the Kathopanishad is also near Khudaganj here. This holy place needs protection today. 
 
Baba Laxman Das's Tapobhumi Neemkarori is famous all over the world by the name of Baba 
Neemkarori Dham visited by the religious-minded throughout the year. Farrukhabad has also been the 
land of various Sufi saints whose tombstones and mausoleums are centres of great faith. The music 
family of Farrukhabad and Thumri emperor Lalan Piya enriched the folk music here and gave fame to the 
district. Vishrant Ghat, Budhi Ganga, Bridge of Jhannakhar, Town Hall, and Central Jail etc. are some of 
the places which have been witness to the activities of many revolutionaries and freedom fighters. A 
market is required for the products of the industries and agricultural produce here. The perfume of 
Kannauj is world famous and is an important element of the economy. If the right policies are made, not 
only tourism but also industry can touch the heights of development here. Along with Kuthala Lake 
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(Vikas Khand Rajepur) and Chintamani Talab (Vikas Khand Nawabganj), Ganga Beach Vishrant Ghat and 
other ghats can also become attractive tourist centers after beautification.  
 
Thus, many possibilities of tourism and research exist in Farrukhabad district. Many local organisations 
feel that the ancient culture of Bharatvarsha is intact due to its mythological and spiritual consciousness. 
It is their endeavor to preserve the important sites of their area and to convey their significance to 
future generations. Their goal is to work towards the development of local tourism which will not only 
increase historical and spiritual knowledge of the people, but add new dimensions in terms of 
employment. But it is evident that for the development of tourism, government support and protection 
will be necessary, with good access, means of transport, security, accommodation, as well as publicity 
and dissemination. A heritage conservation committee involving local citizens and organisations could 
identify places of historical and/or spiritual importance in the district, which can then be taken up for 
development. 
 
The members of the ΨtŀƴŎƘŀƭ Research and Development CommitteeΩ have been periodically inspecting 
important sites and informing the administration from time to time about their status. It is the endeavor 
of the committee to connect people to the mythological, historical, cultural and folk arts of the Panchal 
region so that these can be recognised at the national level. In this regard, the committee is constantly 
convening experts and seeking guidance from them, conducting seminars, and holding essay and 
painting competitions for students. They are trying to publish magazines like Desh ka Gaurav Panchal. 
The committee is also trying for a theme park in the city which would present all the earlier mentioned 
locations and notable personalities of the district. There is also felt the need for an auditorium at the 
district headquarters to provide a space for cultural and educational programs.2 
  

 
2 Panchal Shodh avem Vikas Samiti, Farukkhabad. (This committee has been constituted to understand and present 
the coordinated wishes of the youth, social workers, academicians, advocates of district Farrukhabad. Its 
registration number is 1332/2017 -18 under the Society Registration Act 1860.) 
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The Ancient City of Kampil 
 

 
 
Figure 4.  A painting depicting Draupadi with Krishna and the Pandavas. Source: Draupadi Dream Trust 

 
Kampilya  is  a  Vedic-era  heritage  city  with  a rich  composite cultural  heritage  of  Bharat,  located  in  
Kaimganj  Tehsil  under present  Farrukhabad  district  of  Uttar  Pradesh. Kampil is located about 45 km 
from Farrukhabad, and 55 km from Badaun. It is an important place from an historical and mythological 
point of view. In ancient times this town reached its highest glory as the capital of the Panchala 
Kingdom, which extended from Himalayas in the north to the river Charmanwati in the south during the 
period of the Mahabharata. It had Kuru, Surasena and Matsya kingdoms to the west and the forest 
Naimisha to the east. Later, Panchala was divided into Southern Panchala (Panchala proper ruled by King 
Drupada, the father-in-law of the Pandavas) and Northern Panchala (ruled by Ashwathama, the son of 
Drona. Drona was Drupada's former friend who later became his enemy). The Ganga River separated the 
two Panchalas.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5. Kampil and Farrukhabad 
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There are abundant materials for a history of Farrukhabad in the early period owing to its connection 
with Kannauj. In the Mahabharata, however, its name is not found, and in that epic, Kampil is the most 
important city of Panchala. The daughter of king Drupada, Draupadiτa pivotal character from the epic 
of Mahabharataτand his son Dhristadyumna who participated in the Mahabharata war, were said to 
be born here. (Mahabharata 1/166/39-44). The other name of Draupadi was Panchali as she hailed from 
the kingdom of Panchala. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Figure 6. Depiction of the Swayamvara 

 
It is at Kampil that the scene of the dramatic Swayamvara, or choosing the suitors, is enacted, when 
Arjun succeeds in bending the bow Gandiva of King Drupada and wins the hand of his daughter, 
Draupadi. A war soon breaks between Drona the preceptor of the Pandavas, and Drupada; the latter is 
given the southern half of the kingdom, and Kampil becomes his capital. But beyond this reference from 
legend, Kampil dwindles into oblivion, superseded by Kannauj3. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 7. Draupadi Kund, now concretised, cutting off natural water flow 
 

 
3 Farukkhabad ς A Gazetteer, Volume IX, 1911, page 118 
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ŢɟÌɟ× ĦÛɟßɟ ÒɟÑɟ× ĦÛɟßɟ Ĝ×Ñɟ× ĦÛɟßɟ] 

yĞÔɭ yȒĞÔ¾ɭ yĞÔɟεÙ¾ɭ Ñ Öɟ Ñ×Íɠ ¾ ÃÑ] 
ÞÞÞĕ× Û¾Υ ÞȕÕȏş¾ɟÖ ÕşɟÖ ¾ɟÖθÒÙÛɟεÞÑɠÖ]] 

~ ×ÅȓÛɴÏ abκ̀ g 
 
The above text from the Yajurveda contains this sacred mantra (generally chanted during Hindu sacred 
rituals) which mentions Kampil, the ancient name of Farrukhabad area. Kampilya in ancient times was a 
Janpada in itself among the sixteen Mahajanpadas4. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8. A beautiful sculpture from the Panchala region. Source: Draupadi Dream Trust 

 
 
 

 
4 The Mahajanapadas were sixteen kingdoms or oligarchic republics that existed in Northern ancient India from the 
sixth to fourth centuries BCE during the second urbanisation period. 
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Figure 9. Idol depicting Ganga and Bhairav                                           Figure 10. Stone carvings at 

Kampilvasini 

 
                           
A detailed description of the city is found in the Mahabharata. Panchala region was believed to be the 
culmination of Indian intellectualism. It was a land of philosopher kings, and of learning that created 
synergies between spiritualism, mŀǘŜǊƛŀƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ΨtǳǊǎƘŀǊǘƘŀΩ. The Upanishads, the Charak-Samhita 
(dealing with Ayurveda), the original version of the Kamasutra, and many works of knowledge 
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originated from here. άIt was also a land of protests; Aruni Uddalika protest against Karamkanda  or 
5ǊŀǳǇŀŘƛΩǎ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Prof U.P. Arora of JNU. 
 
 

 
 

Figure 11. Kampilvasini Mandir which is dedicated to Draupadi 

 

 
  

 

Few realize the immense significance of this place, 

Kampilya, linked to the identity of Uttar Pradesh. The 

state symbol comes from the Swayamvar ceremony 

tournament at Kampilyaðrepresenting skill, 

determination, dedication, direction.  

Source: Draupadi Dream Trust 

 

 



11 
 

CƛƎǳǊŜ мнΦ ! ƳŀǇ ƻŦ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ LƴŘƛŀ ƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŀƴŎƘŀƭŀ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ  
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CƛƎǳǊŜ моΦ ¢ƘŜ YŀƳǇƛƭȅŀ aŀƘŀǘƳȅŀ 

 
 

Critical analysis 
 
Critical analysis by Annamaria Dallaporta in her book (with Lucio Marcato) Kampil, Archeological Study 
of a Site in the Ancient Kingdom of Panchala, 2011, states that the Kampil/Kampilya identity, as 
maintained in 1878 by Alexander Cunningham, then head of Indian archaeology, was corroborated by 
the local traditions which superimposed on the topography of the area the topography connected with 
the events of the Mahabharata, although this is a fact common to other nearby localities. According to 
Dallaporta, Durgadatta Sharma in Kampilya Mahatmya did not intend to provide objective proofs of the 
past greatness of Kampil; his aim was to offer his fellow citizens a myth of greatness of which they could 
be proud.  
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CƛƎǳǊŜ мпΦ {ƛǊ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ /ǳƴƴƛƴƎƘŀƳ 

 
Alexander Cunningham writes in the Archaeological Survey of India, Report of Tour in 1875-76 and 1877-
78, Vol. XIΣ ά I had long wished to see this old city which is famous as the scene of the 'Swayamvara' of 
Draupadi, the beautiful daughter of Raja Draupada. I didn't expect to find any ancient buildings of the 
time of Mahabharata5, but I thought that the people would be able to point out the place where the 
great 'Swayamvara' was believed to have been held. Whatever ancient buildings may have existed at 
Kampil when the Mohamedans first took possesion of the Gangetic doab must have been swept away 
long ago by the mad despot Muhammad Tughlaq who in A.H. 745 AD 1345 encamped his army near 
Kampil and Patiyali on the banks of the Ganges and drew supplies from Oudh and Kare.έ He further 
writesΣ άI found no traces of old buildings, but only a succession of undulating ground, rising in some 
places to high mounds with broken bricks thinly scattered here and there.  The only sites that have got 
names are on the banks of Budhi Ganges or Old Ganges. There are several  holy ghats in kunds and 
ponds in which pilgrims bathe, but there is no running system. A great mela or fair is held here on the 
full moon of Chaitra.έ 

 

Rameshwarnath Mahadev temple 
 
Farrukhabad is also known for its magnificent Shivalaya. It is believed that even today, after Kashi, the 
number of Shivalayas in Farrukhabad is the maximum. That is why Farrukhabad was given the status of 
Aparakashi or Chhoti Kashi. The city is associated with both Dwapara and Treta Yuga. There is a 
mythological belief regarding the Shivalinga established in the templeτthat it is a Shivalinga known as 
Trimbak which was worshipped by Kuber, Dhanadhish. Later, Ravana conquered Kuber and took this 
Shivalinga on his Pushpaka Vimana to Lanka and worshipped it by the name of Chandishwar and 
became a Trilok conqueror. During her stay in Lanka, Sita worshipped this Shivlinga in Ashoka vatika. 

 
5 Mahabharata could date back to 1500-2000 BCE, instead of 900-1000 BCE as commonly believed, on the basis of 
the findings of renowned archaeologist BB Lal. 
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Lord Rama brought it back to Ayodhya after the Lanka victory. He entrusted his younger brother 
Shatrughana to install this Shivalinga at a holy site while going to slay Lavanasura in Mathura. 
Shatrughana installed this Shivalinga at Gangatat Kampil. Due to this belief, the location got the 
recognition of Upajyortiling, second after the Shivalinga established in Setu Bandha Rameswaram. The 
Kanwar Mela runs for a month along the Ganga and Kanwari devotees offer Ganga water at Rameshwar 
Nath temple with full faith and reverence. The ancient city of Farrukhabad is identified with Shiva 
temples. The 200 dilapidated Shiva temples in Farukkhabad require repairs and renovation.  

 
 

 
 

CƛƎǳǊŜ мрΦ wŀƳŜǎƘǿŀǊ aŀƘŀŘŜǾ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ 

 

 
 

CƛƎǳǊŜмсΦ LƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ  
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Shri Vimalnath, Jain Tirthankar 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
 

CƛƎǳǊŜ мтΦ {ƘǊƛ ±ƛƳŀƭƴŀǘƘ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ 
 
Vimalanath was the thirteenth Jain Tirthankara of the present age (Avasarpini). According to Jain belief, 
he became a Siddha, a liberated soul which has destroyed all of its karma. Vimalanath was born at 
Kampilya to King Kratavarma and Queen Shyamadevi of the Ikshvaku dynasty. His birth date was the 
third day of the Magh Sukla month of the Indian calendar.  The temple has a black idol of Bhagawan 
Vimalanath in the Padmasana Posture.This idol is believed to be around 2600 years old. It is said that 
the idol was recovered from the river Ganga.6 
 

 

Figure 18.  The Jain Prateek Chihna. This Jain symbol was agreed upon by all Jain sects in 1974. 

 
6 Tukol, T. K. (1980), Compendium of Jainism, Dharwad: University of Karnataka  
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Figure 19. Idol of Bhagwan Vimalnath  
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History of Farrukhabad  

The district of Farrukhabad forms part of the Kanpur division.  The  traditional history  of  the  district  
from  the  earliest  times  till  the  end  of  Mahabharata  war  is gleaned  mainly  from  the Puranas and  
the  Mahabharata. Panchal  also figureǎ  ŀǎ  ǘƘŜ  ΨǘŜƴǘƘΩ  ƛƴ  ǘƘŜ  ƭƛǎǘ  ƻŦ  ǘƘŜ  ǎƛȄǘŜŜƴ  ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ  
(Mahajanpadas)  in  the  time  of  Mahavira  and  Buddha  and  is  said  to  have  comprised  the  region  
covered  by  the  present  districts  of  Bareilly,  Badaun  and  Farrukhabad.  The  finding  of  numerous  
prehistorical  bronze  weapons  and  tools  indicates  that  the  region  must  have  been  civilized  in 
prehistoric  times,  probably  during  the  Bronze  Age.  A  large  number  of  small  pieces  of  pottery  
have  been found all  over  the  district,  out  of  which  the  pottery known  as  grey  and  painted  grey 
ware  found  at  Kampil  are  similar  to  those  found  at  Hastinapur  and  Atrangi  Khera.  The earliest  
known  Aryan  people  who  settled  in  the  region were  the  Panchals  who  were  close  allies  of  the 
Kurus  and  their  territory  roughly  corresponded  to  the  present  Bareilly,  Badaun,  Farrukhabad  and 
adjoining  districts  of  Uttar  Pradesh.    
 
In ancient times (Late Vedic Period- 1100-500 BCE), this region located in the Ganges-Yamuna Doab of 
the Upper Gangetic Plain was called Panchala. It was a powerful state closely allied to the Kuru Kingdom. 
It is said that King Bhadrashva from the lineage of King Yayati, had five sonsτMudgal, Jai, Brahadishu, 
Javinar and Kapil. That is how the name Panchala came about. Another prevalent story is of how the 
presence of Ganga, Yamuna, Chambal, Kali Nadi, Ganga in the middle part (Doab) of Yamuna and 
Ramganga, gave this region the name Panchala. The historian Alexander Cunningham states that five 
important rulers of the areaτYǊƛǾƛΣ YŜǎƛƴΣ ¢ǳǊǾŀǎΣ {ŀƴƧŀȅ ŀƴŘ {ƻƳŀƭ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 
name Panchala. The capital of Panchala was Kampilya or Kampil, and Kannauj was an important town 
here. 
 
The ASI report states the following: 
 
Kampil, Dt. Farrukhabad 
 
Kampil identified by A. Cunningham with ancient Kampilya, capital of Southern Pancala, on an old bed 
of the Ganga, where Drupada is said to have ruled in the days of the Mahabharata. A small-scale 
excavation conducted by the Banaras Hindu Univ. under K.K. Sinha in 1976 revealed it to be a single-
culture site of the PGW complex. The 1.30-2 m deposit yielded, apart from the PGW, the fine grey and 
red wares, the black-slipped ware and a few sherds of the bIack-and-red ware. These had all the 
traditional types of the dish and bowl as identified at Hastinapura, though the number of painted 
sherds was very limited. It has been observed that the number of painted sherds decreases as one 
moves e.wards. Other antiquities included discs, terracotta stoppers, copper piris, animal figurines 
and copper balls. Traces of a mud embankment were noticed in one of the trenches. 
 
A few pieces of NBPW were found in section scrapings and cultural remains of the medieval period 
also occurred sporadically. The excavations at Drupad Kila (Lat. 26°30' and 28°30'N, Long 77°33' and 
80°00'E), 5 kilometres from Kampilya in Kaimganj tahsil, District Farrukhabad (Uttar Pradesh) were 
carried out by Prof. G.G. Fillipi of Department of Indology and Far Eastern Studies of 'Ca' Fascari' 
University, Venice and K.N. Dikshit of Indian Archaeological society in 2000. 

 
¶ Dallaporta, Annamaria and Lucio Marcato. 2011. Kampil: Archaeological Study of a Site in the Ancient 

Kingdom of Panchala. Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers, Delhi.   

¶ Tripathi, V., 1976, Painted Grey Ware, an Iron Age Culture of n. India, Delhi. 
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¶ Annual Report 1, Archaeological Survey of India, p.255. 

¶ IAR 1975-76, pp. 51-52. 

¶ Dikshit, K. N. 1999-2000. Report of the First Archaeological Campaign at Drupad Kila (Kampilya). 
Puratattva 30. pp.164-170. 

¶ Marcolongo, B. 2001. Proceedings of the First International Symposium on Kampilya Project. 
CNR, Padova 

It  is  also  famous  as  the  birth place  of  Varahmihir,  the  writer  of  Brihatsamhita which was written 
during the sixth century A.D. and which talks about Gandhyukti or a type of fragrance in one of its 
chapters. So there is a possibility that fragrance-making was known to the people of  Kannauj, which was 
a part of Farukkhabad. 
 
Farrukhabad,  as the city known currently, was  founded  by  Nawab  Mohammad  Khan  Bangash. In  
1714, the Nawab made a collective of Besain Kshatriyas, also called Bamtelas, spread over 52 villages, 
and called it Farrukhabad, in honour of Farrukh Shiyar, the son of Aurangzeb. The emperor never once 
visited the city named after him. The presence of numerous Shivalayas has given it another exalted 
religious status, Aparakashi. ¢ƘŜ ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ Yŀƭƛ ŀƴŘ wŀƳƎŀƴƎŀ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōƛƴŘ CŀǊǊǳƪƘŀōŀŘΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 
and southern boundaries. Like Kashi (Banaras), the river Ganga flows in Farrukhabad and Fatehgarh in a 
half moon curve. The present day Farrukhabad is known for its Vedic, Pauranik and historical influence 
on the Indian subcontinent. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Figure 20. Portrait of Farrukh Shiyar 
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Figure 21. Nawab Mohammad Khan Bangash, founder of Farrukhabad 

 
The Archeological Survey of India (ASI) has so far listed only 16 sites of Farrukhabad under the Protected 
Monuments Categoryτ3 graves of Muslim Nawabs, 7 graves of Englishmen, 3 Buddhist Sites, One 
Mound, One Lake and One Fort. There are many other religious and historical spots and monuments 
that need to be renovated and preserved. 

1857 Mutiny at Farukkhabad 
 
Farukkhabad couldn't seclude itself from the waves and sequence of events of 10th of May, 1857 in 
Meerut where the rebels protested against the atrocities and curb of freedom. The Nawab of 
Farukkhabad, Tazaful Hussain Khan, was forced to resign and his pension approved by the East India 
Company (E.I.C.) was stalled with immediate effect in open disregard. When the news of the mutiny at 
Meerut reached Farukkhabad, a situation of administrative chaos emerged. The local soldiers serving in 
the E.I.C. were in the sync with their fellow soldiers posted in other divisions in this belief that the E.I.C. 
was intentionally hurting their religious sentiments and engaging in malpractices of using leather and fat 
from animals in coin minting, and mixing the flour served at the mess with mixture of powdered animal  
bones.  



20 
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 22. Entrance to the Fatehgarh Fort/Cantonment area 

 
 
The E.I.C. sensed trouble from them but was not prepared for the magnitude of it. As a result the 10th 
platoon deployed at Farukkhabad which had a majority of India locals rebelled and due to their pressure 
the British officials left Fatehgarh Fort quickly. The Nawab appealed to the public to maintain peace, 
exercise restraint and not fall prey to hearsay. Colonel Smith from the E.I.C. requested the Nawab to 
assist them in quelling the revolt before it went out of  hand. The Nawab provided 30 soldiers to guard 
the western gate of Fathegarh Fort but as expected the soldiers couldn't resist the prevailing sentiments 
and joined the revolt. At the behest of Subedar Amir Khan, Nawab Tazaful Hussain Khan usurped the 
seat and a formal public announcement was made for his re-election as the Nawab of Farukkhabad: 

 

¿ġ¾ yġÙɟß ¾ɟ Öȓġ¾ ÔɟÏÜɟß ¾ɟ 
ßȓĆÖ ÑÛɟÔ Ø|Þ ÔßɟÏȓØ ¾ɟ 

 
The 41 Battalion of E.I.C. rebelled, broke open the jails, looted the royal treasury, and burnt the 
bungalows of European officials. On 25th June 1857 the rebels from the battalion attacked Fatehgarh 
Fort, forcing the British to flee. The officials from the 10th Regiment of E.I.C. including Major Robertson 
and others fled for Kanpur by taking the river Ganga route. Kotwal Gulam Ali played a heroic role in the 
1857 uprising at Farukkhabad. He joined the rebels and arranged for ammunition for his fellow 
countrymen. He ensured that Fatehgarh Fort remained in the hands of the rebels and for this he stayed 
at the fort with the others. But the uprising couldn't last for long and by 1858 the E.I.C. used its full 
might to curb the Mutiny. Major Colin Campbell from the E.I.C.  along with his troops suppressed the 
attacks of the rebels at Khudaganj. Thousands of rebels were captured, paraded and executed in full 
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public view to instigate fear among the locals. Nawab Tazaful Hussain Khan was prouounced guilty and 
the death sentence was pronounced but he was allowed to visit Mecca (as his last wish) where he 
breathed his last. The 1857 Mutiny at Farukkhabad thus conclued.7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CƛƎǳǊŜ ноΦ {ǳƪƘŀǿŀǘ IƻǎǎŜƛƴ YƘŀƴ 
 

 
Sukhawut Hossein Khan: Dictionary of Martyrs8 
 
Sukhawut Hossein Khan: Resident of Furrukhabad [Farukhabad], the North-Western Provinces (now 
Uttar Pradesh); he joined the Uprising of 1857 soon after its outbreak at Furukhabad; took part in 
fighting the British and plundering their property; later on he was captured by the British and charged 
with treason, plundering and rebellion against the British authority; he was sentenced to death and 
executed in July 1859; his property and stipends were confiscated. [Mutiny Records, Abst. Proc. (Judl 
Deptt.), NWP (1858- 59), UPSAL] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7 Farukkhabad Smarika 2003 
8Dictionary of Martyrs, Ministry of Culture https://rb.gy/iurbjp 

https://rb.gy/iurbjp
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India's Freedom Movement 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CƛƎǳǊŜ нпΦ aŀƘŀǘƳŀ DŀƴŘƘƛ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊƪƘŀ 

 
The non-co-operation movement started by Mahatma Gandhi in August, 1920, also had its impact in the 
district. Meeting and hartals were held at Farrukhabad, Fatehgarh, Kampil, Shamsabad, Kannauj, 
Indergarh and other towns. In 1928 a complete hartal was held, with large demonstrations and 
processions, waving of black flags, and banners with the words "Go Back Simon." In 1930, the civil 
disobedience movement was started in Farrukhabad. Salt was also manufactured at Sikandarpur, 
Bholepur, Chibramau and Kannauj. On his way from Kanpur on November 30, 1931, Jawahar Lal Nehru 
was met by large crowds at each station in the district. Subhash Chandra Bose visited Farrukhabad on 
January 25, 1940, and made a rousing speech. The district also remembers its local people who 
participated in the struggle for freedom.     
 
5ǊΦ wŀƳŀƪǊƛǎƘƴŀ wŀƧǇǳǘΣ ŀ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ŀǘ CŀǊǊǳƪƘŀōŀŘΣ ǎŀȅǎΣ άOn 22 September 1929, Gandhiji came here 
with his wife Kasturba Gandhi to give a new direction to the war of independence. The purpose of 
Gandhiji's arrival at that time was to increase the participation of women in the freedom movement. 
With her inspiration, hundreds of women also plunged into this war of independence. Meanwhile, 
Mahatma Gandhi visited Farrukhabad for the third time. Acharya Kripalani also accompanied him on 
that tour. Then great revolutionary leaders Kalicharan Tandon, Shri Krishna Malhotra, Brajkishore 
started a big movement taking inspiration from Gandhi ji. At Saraswati Bhavan, addressing a large 
gathering, he gave the call of freedom from the British. History experts say that Gandhi ji, then Sushila 
Devi, a woman from Kannauj, collected women and linked them to the freedom struggle movement. It is 
said that at that time Gandhiji's travels proved very useful to connect Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and 
Christians. It was because of these visits that at that time all sections of Farrukhabad participated 
ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΦέ 
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Figure 25. Town Hall, Farrukhabad 
 

 
 

Figure 26. Swarajya Kutir, near ISBT, Farukkhabad, is testimony to India's independence movement 
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Farrukhabad has thus ōŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ 
independence. The Vishrant Ghat also served as the meeting point for revolutionaries and freedom 
fighters.  The revolutionary, Pandit Chandrashekar Azad, had expressed his wish that some strong young 
comrades who had the desire to liberate the country would join him. It was in the year 1926 or 1927 
when he met some of the young men for the Revolutionary struggle, like Pandit Ram Narayan Dubey 
(who was known as the 1912 prison-certified Pandit Ram Narayan ΨAzadΩ) of Sahabganj Chauraha in 
Farrukhabad city, and Pandit Lajjaram.  Pandit Lajjaram also went to jail for a while at that time but 
records of this could not be found. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 27. Ram Narayan Dubey 'Azad', Freedom Fighter 

 
The life of 'Azad' Krantivir Ramnarayan Dubey is a glorious saga of his efforts for the freedom struggle. 
He was born on 18 October 1898 in the Shiv Temple complex near the Sahabganj intersection of the city 
to Badamo Devi. The movement of revolutionaries in the 1930s was at a peak throughout the country. 
The British intelligence department declared Azad a revolutionary. He began to organize revolutionaries 
of many districts at his home, on historical banks and other places along the Ganga. Yogesh Chandra 
Chatterjee, an active member of the premier Revolutionary Duhadstan Republican Association of 
Bengal, had a warrant against him in Bengal. Subhash Chandra Bose sent Chatterjee to Ramnarayan 
'Azad' in Farrukhabad. Azad gave the responsibility of making bombs in his house to Chatterjee. He also 
entrusted other revolutionaries with the task of making bombs. The Swaraj cottage was built to 
accommodate the revolutionaries with the help of treasury funds. He was sentenced to one year of 
house arrest in 1926 and two years and 6 months during the Salt Movement in 1930. Sowing the seeds 
of freedom in the hearts of Indians, he departed from the world only four days before independence. On 
10 August 1947, a traitor shot him in the chest at his home and he died on August 11.  
 
In 1936 Neta ji Subhash Chandra Bose visited Farukkhabad in context of establishing the Forward Block. 
He was invited by the local freedom fighters Pandit Nityanand Sharma and Ramkrishna Sharaswat. 
During a public rally Subhash urged from the people of Farukkhabad to be ready to sacrifice their all for 
the nation. This was Bose's first and last visit to Farukkhabad. 
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Farrukhabad was also one of the main centers for the independence movement. There were thousands 
of people like Ram Narayan 'Azad' who are no longer remembered though they gave their all for the 
country9 . Pandit Ramnarayan Azad was one among them. His political guru was Shaheed 
Chandrashekhar Azad, with whom he had carried out many secret missions and meetings at the 
Vishrants of Farukkhabad. He admired Chandrashekhar so much that he adopted his pen name 'Azad' to 
his. Pandit Ramnarayan was also poetic by nature and wrote several songs and patriotic poems to 
instigate the sentiment for freedom. One of his poems is: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9 Forgotten stories from my village, Harwai; The Life and Times of my Father: Pandit Ram Narayan Azad by Hari 
Govind Narayan Dubey 

 

                      ÜɠÝ ȒÅÑ¾ɭ ÛÍÑ ÒØ Ãïɭ ßʅ, 
ÆɰÊɭ }Ñ¾ɭ ÏȓȑÑ×ɟ Öʃ Àîɭ ßʅ, 

ÞØ÷ØɨÜɠ ȏÏÙ Öʃ ßɮ Íɨ ©Ø εÞØ ÒɮÏɟ ¾Øɨ 
ÑɩÅÛɟÑʇ! ȏßɰÏ Öʃ η÷Ø Þɭ äÏØ ÒɮÏɟ ¾Øɨ 
Óȕɯ¾ Ïɨ, ÔÔɟxÏ ¾Ø Ïɨ zεÜ×ɟɯ yɰŐɭé ¾ɟ 
ȒÅÞÑɭ Ôɭîɟ À¾x ¾Ø ÊɟÙɟ ßɮ yÒÑɭ ÏɭÜ ¾ɟ 

yÔ Íɨ ȏÏÙ Öʃ ßȕ¾ }ÉÍɠ, ¾ȓÄ ¾Øɨ ×ɟ ηÓØ ÖØɨ, 
ÞØ÷ØɨÜɠ ȏÏÙ Öʃ ßɮ Íɨ ©Ø εÞØ ÒɮÏɟ ¾Øɨ 

 

Ramnarayan Dubey óAzadô 

 

 

 

 



26 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 28. Chhote Lal Kapoor, Freedom Fighter 

 
Chhote Lal Kapoor, another prominent freedom fighter from Farrukhabad, was born in 1910. His father, 
Swaraj Suraj Prasad Kapoor, was also associated with the freedom struggle.  It was from him that Chhote 
Lal was attracted to the movement and started participating while still a student of the Government 
School at Farrukhabad. He was arrested and sentenced to 9 months in jail due to his participation in 
1930.  He was kept in the jails of Fatehgarh, Lucknow and Faizabad. After being freed, he was arrested 
again in 1932 for participating in the Civil Disobedience Movement on the call of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Chhoti Lal Kapoor was a strong supporter of the Gandhivadi school of thought. In acknowledgement of 
his services, a letter was also written by Indira Gandhi, and after death, he was cremated with full state 
honours. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Figure 29.  Martyrs' Memorial,  Pipargaon, Farukkhabad 
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Why is study of local history important? 

 

ñMany people asked me, "Why are you putting so much emphasis on local history 

? " 

Studying local history is important because it allows us to understand our past 

which in turn allows us to understand our present. If we want to know how and 

why our world is today, then we have to see its history for answers. People often 

say that "history repeats itself," but if we study the successes and failures of the 

past we can ideally learn from our mistakes and avoid repeating them in the 

future. The study of history gives us insight into cultures as well as origins, and 

cultures we may be less familiar with, increasing cross-cultural awareness. 

Curiosity led to trying to understand about the history of Farrukhabad. The temple 

and mosque ruins are important ancient sites... I have tried to understand about 

them. Many people ask me how you have come to history as a man of scienceémy 

father was a researcher of ancient history.ò 

  

Sh. V.N. Kapoor, cultural enthusiast and writer, Farukkhabad 

 (Creator, History of Farukkhabad Facebook Page) 
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Kampilya: The Land of Ayurveda  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Charaka Samhita10 of Indian Ayurvedic science is the first available written document. Lord 
Punarvasu Atreya, while traveling near the banks of river Ganga in Kampil, capital of Panchal Mandal, 
taught his disciple Agnivesh, and the work of study, teaching, and investigation of Ayurveda is contained 
within this text.  Laboratory research on the properties of drugs, juices, semen, vipak etc. with drug 
knowledge is detailed here. The teachings from the work of Atreya  found their way into the Charaka 
Samhita, which was compiled by Acharya Charaka in the Sanskrit language. The time of its writing is 
believed to be between 3 BCE to 2 BCE. After all the transitions it saw, it is well-established that the 
beginning of ancient medical science was from the Panchal region.   
 
In an ancient gathering of about 100 sages in the Himalayas, the brothers of Dehumya Deval 
Vishwamitra, Dhaumya and Chyavan were present as representatives of Kannauj, Kampil, and Panchal 
(present district Farrukhabad).  According to scholars and public opinion, this confluence is Saurikh. In 
this meeting, Pt. Bharadwaj Muni was entrusted with the responsibility of propagating Ayurveda. After 
studying the sangopang of medicine, Bharadwaj Muni came to Kampil, the capital of his friend Maharaj 
Prasati (Kampilya). 

 
According to an article in Kalpathirtha, a text from the 14th century, the area of Kampil (present day 
Farrukhabad) was a great center of ayurvedic medicines. The book describes a typical yellow, mineral 
soil with gold fragments in it; from that and the description of the pure water which was available here, 
we can deduce that Kampil was pollution free and considered a healthy habitation of that era. Bathing in 

 
10 The Charaka Saἴhita or ΨCompendium of CharakaΩ is a Sanskrit text on Ayurveda. Along with the Susruta-
Saἴhita, it is one of the two foundational Hindu texts in this field that have survived from the ancient past of the 
country. The pre-2nd century CE text consists of eight books and one hundred and twenty chapters. 
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its pristine, clean water, after applying the yellow soil was believed to cure skin diseases and enhance 
beauty. The method of extracting gold from clay at Kampil was described by Amir Khusrau11, who was 
born in Patiyali and studied at Kampil University, as:  

 

ÍɨØÅ ÀęÐ¾ , ÖɨØÅ ÒɟØɟ , ÍɟÖɭ ÔɮÉɨ ÑɟÀ ÒɰÛɟØɟ ] 
 ÑɟÀÖɟØ ÑɟκÀÑ ¾ɨ ÏɡÅɮ , ÞɟØɟ ÅÀ ¾ɰÃÑ ¾Ø ÙɡÅɮ ]] 

 
Here medicines were found in the forest groves. That is why Maharishi Charak, the great Vaidyaratna of 
the world, chose Kampil for a seminar. Between Kampil to Kannauj, places like Dhaumya Ashram, Shringi 
Rishi Ashram, and Chyasar are still present on the banks of the Ganga; these locations can be further 
researched. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 30. Chayavan Rishi 

 
11 Amir Khusrau (born in 1253 A.D. at Patiyali) was a Sufi singer, poet and scholar in India. He was an iconic figure in 
the cultural history of the Indian subcontinent. Khusrau is regarded as the "father of qawwali" (a devotional form 
of singing of the Sufis in the Indian subcontinent), and introduced the ghazal style of song into India, both of which 
still exist widely in India and Pakistan. 
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Figure 1 Medicinal utensils on display at Dr. Ramkrishna Rajput Museum, Farukkhabad.       

Source: Dr. Ramkrishna Rajput Museum, Farukkhabad 

 
Kampilya the land of Ayurveda  
 
According to Kampilya Mahatamya12, page 160, in the land of Panchala, on the banks of the Ganga, 
there was the capital city, Kampilya, where many brahmins had their homes. One day, during the month 
of Asadha, the sage Punarvasu, Muni of the gotra of Atri, went out of the city with his disciple Agnivesa, 
in his turn teacher of Dronacharya, and taught him the knowledge of medicine in oral form. Then 
Agnivesa taught it to his own disciples. As the mode of transmission was purely oral and the compilation 
was not done at one place but while wandering, the doctrine is called Charaka-Samhita. This is the 
fundamental work of the Indian medicinal system.  
 

Charak Samhita (Kampil) 
 

The literature of Charak Samhita13 was composed at Kampilya; there is a common belief or misnomer 

that Charak was the name of a person who composed Charak Samhita; which in actual fact denoted the 

 
12 The Kampilya Mahatmya (written in 12th Century A.D. by Durgadatta Sharma) constitutes important streams of 
the Indian tradition, putting in evidence the greatness either of a place or of a character. Among the many 
mahatmyas, the Kampilya Mahatmya, focusing its attention on the region of Kampilya, has a unique significance, 
as the exact identification and location of the holy tirtha of Kampilya remains a subject of mystery and controversy 
even today. Kampilya was the capital of the ancient realm of Pancala. The area around Kampilya, also known as 
Kaliksetra was the environment where King DrupadaΩs daughter, Draupadi, manifested herself and where the 
tournament for the choice of her husband took place. 
 
13 Charak Samhita ƛǎ !ȅǳǊǾŜŘŀΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘive treatise and the most referenced text by students, scholars, teachers, 
physicians and researchers. It has the unique distinction of being the only text available worldwide on restorative 
science. It emphasizes the promotion of health and prevention of disease as the actual solution for controlling 
diseases, which is especially relevant in modern times. Further, it also seriously dwells upon the concept of healthy 
aging and longevity, as described in the Swastha Chatushka and Rasayana chapters. 
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ΨcƘŀǊǿŀƘŀΩ ƻǊ ΨsƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨsŀƳƘƛǘŀΩ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ !ǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ 

earlier, the Charak Samhita epitomizes one of the finest examples of classical Vedic teacher-student 

(Guru-Shishya) interactions ever recorded, either in ancient or modern times. Though literally meaning 

the ΨCompendium of CharakΩ, it was actually authored by Agnivesh, an ancient physician of renown. 

Charak redacted the text called the Agnivesha Tantra, believed to have been written circa 1000 BCE by 

Agnivesha, a disciple of the legendary Vedic sage, Punarvasu Atreya. There are no chronological records 

marking the evolution of the body of knowledge that is Ayurveda, but it is speculated that Charak lived 

sometime in the 8th century, BCE. A scholar named Dridhabala (300 CE) redacted and also worked on it 

to restore some lost portions of the text.14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 32. Ms. Neera Misra, Chairperson, Draupadi Dream Trust, Delhi 

 

As Ms. Neera Misra, Chairperson, Draupadi Dream Trust15 Ǉǳǘǎ ƛǘΣ άThe gospel of preventive medicine 

ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ Ψ!ȅǳǊ-ǾŜŘŀΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Charak Samhita which means research by travelling to various parts 

of the land. It was not commercial exploitation, as Vedic dharma is based on the principles that Ganga 

too was channeled from heavenly waters for the welfare of mankind.έ A sholka written in Kampilya 

Mahtamya mentions how Charak Samhita was orally transmitted and compiled into a compendium here 

at Kampilya, the present day Farukkhabad.  

 

yŝɮÛ ÅɟħÑÛɠÍɠØɭ àɭŝɭ ÒɟɰÃɟÙÖĔÊÙɭ | ʬθÛÅɟȑÍ-ÛØÞɰÛɟÞɭ ×ÞĦ ×ɟɰ ÍĦ×ɟɰ ÖßɡÒÍɭ ̂ `e^ 

¾ɟȒĞÒġÙØɟÅÐɟę×ɟɰ ȏß ÒȒĤÃÖɭ ÐÖxÖɟÞ¾ɭ] ÕÀÛɟÑn  ÖȓȑÑØɟŝɭ×ɨ ×ɪÒȓÑÛxÞȓÞɰÅ×¾:^`f^ 

ÛȗÍɭɟęÍɭÛɟεÞÛȗęÏɭÑ θÛÃØÑn  ÛÑÍɭ ÛÑÖn  ] ĦÛεÜĥ×ɟ×ʇȒĦÛĤ×ɟ× ŢɟŤÛɠŝɠ ÒÑęÏÑ ̂ hg^ 

şɨÌĦ× ÀȓØÛɭ  Ùɭ¾ȏßÍɟɰ ÃØ¾ÞɰȏßÍɟÖ] ÖßθÝxØɭŐɭÛɭÜɨÎ ĦÛεÜĥ×ɭĝ×ɭ ÏÏɩ ÒȓÑɪ̂ h̀̂  

 
14 Singh R.H. (2020). Charak Samhita New Edition. In: Deole Y.S., Basisht G., (Eds.), Charak Samhita New Edition (1st 
ed. pp.1). CSRTSDC. https://doi.org/10.47468/CSNE.2020.e01.s01.001 
 
15 Draupadi Dream Trust, Delhi. The Trust derives its name and strength from the historical Princess of Panchala 
Desha, Draupadi, and is working in her birthplace, Kampilya (Dist. Farrukhabad, UP) & Indraprastha (Delhi), besides 
other areas of India, and follows the method of Advocacy, Awareness and Training. Ms. Neera Misra is the present 
Chairperson of the trust. https://www.draupaditrust.org/index.html 
 

https://doi.org/10.47468/CSNE.2020.e01.s01.001
https://www.draupaditrust.org/index.html
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θÛÃØÑ Þ ×ÍŬȝŎɭ ÍÍĤš¾ÞɰȏßÍɟ] ×ɟ ÖȕÙÖɟ×ȓÛɭÏĦ× ÑȗÒÜɟ şȕÙɭ ¾Ė×Íɭ ̂ a_^ 

 

Kampilya Mahatamya16, Page 160 
 

×ßɟɯ ßɡ ÀɰÀɟ η¾ÑɟØɭ ÒɟɰÃɟÙ ÏɭÜ Öʃ ŤɟħÖÌʇ ¾ɥ ÔĦÍɠ ßɮ, 
¾ɰθÒÙ ØɟÅÐɟÑɠ Öʃ zÝɟï ÖɟÞ Öʃ ŝȐŝÀɨŝɠ ÒȓÑÛxÞȓ ÖȓȑÑ Ñɭ εÜĥ×ʇ ÞȏßÍ ÛÑ Öʃ θÛÃØÍɭ yÒÑɭ εÜĥ×, 

şɨÌɟÃɟ×x ¾ɭ θÛʬ×ɟÀȻ yȒĈÑÛɭÜ ¾ɨ ΨÃØ¾ ÞɰȏßÍɟΩ Òïɟ|] θÛÃØÍɭ ßȓ¤ ÔÑɟÑɭ Þɭ ×ß ÃØ¾ ÞɰȏßÍɟ ¾ßÙɟ×ɠ] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Figure 33. Extract from the Kampilya Mahatmya 
 

 
 

 
16 Written in the twentieth century by Durgadutt Sharma, the Kampilya Mahatmya is a harmonic compilation on 
the greatness of Kampilya composed from different references of traditional Indian sources; it is the result of a 
research begun by the grandfather of the author that has been accomplished, through family transmission and 
with the help of other poets' previous works. The book, presenting the original Sankrit text, with its fluent 
translation into English, provides a plethora of information on ancient legends and dynasties of pre-Pauranic and 
Pauranic times, and would be useful to scholars of ancient Indian mythology and history. 
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Figure 34. Urmila Devi ji practicing Ayurveda based on the principles of the Charak Samhita, 
Farrukhabad 
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Dr. Ramkrishna Rajput Museum (Personalia Museum), Farrukhabad 
 

 
Figure 35. Dr. Ramkrishna Rajput Museum. 

 

In Farrukhabad district there is a personalia museum built by Dr. Ramkrishna Rajput, a historian, writer 
and cultural enthusiast who has written many books on the history of Farrukhabad. Dr. Rajput built his 
own personal museum to preserve and showcase the rich historical and cultural heritage of 
Farukkhabad. At one point Dr. Rajput had offered to donate his museum to the government. His biggest 
contribution has been to organize ǘƘŜ ΨFarrukhabad FestivalΩ to spread awareness on the history of the 
district among people. He has been organizing this event since 1996 without any government support. 
Recently, he was awarded the 'Socrates Memorial' award to mark his achievements, at the 17th Hindi 
Conference at Athens, Greece. Dr. Rajput has received the prestigious Ambedkar National Award, 
Hindustan Academy Award, Allahabad, Sahitya Bhushan Award, Yash Bharti Award and other similar 
recognition.  
 
During a telephonic interview, Dr. Rajput talked about the dilapidated state of the museum, due to lack 
of support, despite possessing rare collections of bronze sculptures and coins of the Bronze Age which 
were found in the area during excavations. A large number of stone sculptures found in Sankisa Kannauj 
and Kampil are also in the collections of the museum. The copper collection is an informal collection of 
weapons that is believed to be as old as 5000 years. These weapons confirm the location of the 
Mahabharata period, according to Dr. Rajput.  
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Figure 36.  Collection of copper hoard and bronze weapons in the Dr. Ramkrishna Rajput Museum, 
Farrukhabad 

  

 

ñThe history of Farrukhabad district is quite ancient. The ancient locations in this district, which have 

achieved the glory of the Mahabharata, are being ruined. Many historical buildings, monuments are 

crumbling due to lack of protection and care. Efforts are not being made to save these. Many buildings of 

the Nawabi era have gone. Every year a lot of cultural activities, and planning in name of creating 

awareness regarding preservation of culture and heritage, are held. Even after that, nothing has changed on 

the ground. Our district was known as the capital of Panchal Pradesh. Many references here from the 

Mahabharata still prove the authenticity of this fact.  

 

There are many such remains like the Draupadi Kund to other Mahabharata period locations, other 

mausoleums, religious places, and the heritage of the Jain community. The buildings, which were witnesses 

to India's freedom struggle against the British, are on the verge of extinction today. On a positive note, the 

Department of Archaeology has worked towards conservation but the way in which work should have been 

done was not done. There is lot of potential for this place to be a tourist destination if infrastructure is 

developed.ò 

 

 
 

Dr. Ramakrishna Rajput 

Historian, Director, Dr. Ramkrishna Rajput Museum, Farrukhabad 
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Ghats of Farrukhabad  

 

 
Figure 37.  ! ōƛǊŘΩǎ ŜȅŜ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƎƘŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǎƘǊŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ CŀǊǊǳƪƘŀōŀŘ 

 
In Farrukhabad, about 36 Ghats along with Vishrants were built from Kampil to the ancient stream, the 
Budhi Ganga (old Ganga), to Khudaganj.   Vishrants were used for trade during the British rule in which 
trading activities used to take place through boats that ran from Calcutta to Garhmukteshwar.  The 
trading comprised of salt, indigo, sora or saltpetre, opium, textiles, utensils. Apart from trade, religious 
and cultural activities, fairs and festivals such as Ganga Mela, Magh Mela, and other social celebrations 
that saw a huge gathering of people on these ghats, also established their importance. The Mughal ghat 
of Kampil was built by the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb. He constructed this as he was aware of the 
significance of the healing properties of the river Ganga, and the belief that "If the holy water of River 
Ganga remains clear and pure, it has strength to fight many diseases." 
 
Similarly, in Jhannilal, Seth Shah Ji's Vishrant, Toca Ghat, Panchal Ghat, Qila Ghat, Rani Ghat, Bargadia 
Ghat, Kachehri Ghat, Dhumghat (Dhaumya Ghat), Shasta Rishi Ashram Sundarpur Ghat, Singirampur of 
Maratha family of Shamsabad in Farrukhabad, the Vishrants were very beautifully laid out.  There were 



37 
 

about 200 ancient temples from Ganga Darwaja to Toca Ghat, Neewalpur. There were said to be 
precious stones and idols of Ashtadhatu which are not seen today. All these temples ceased to exist and 
the beautiful ghats have fallen into a state of disrepair. 
 

 

  
 

Figure 38.  Mughal Ghat 
 

 
Following the Rajasthani, Iranian, and Awadh style, the ghats are made of red stone.  In their domes, 
Rajasthani and Awadh painting style is visible.  Religious paintings depict scenes from the Ramayana and 
Mahabharata; also seen are images of the Nawabs of the Mughal era, folk arts and folk life; a saga of 
the past.  A temple on the Ganga Ghat is presently a temple with a stone Mathia or Nadia in which the 
red Rajasthani stone carved statues still reflect spirituality. Vishnu, Navagraha, Sitaharan from the 
Ramayana, Durga-Shiva marriage, and other such religious depictions are seen.  Folk art is inscribed at 
the bottom, on the platform of the temple.  In the northern direction of the temple, the river stands as 
sentinel for Shiva devotees. 
 
The culture of the district and the presence of the ghats is inextricably linked with the river Ganga and 
its religious significance.  The history here is also archaic.  During the British rule, however, the main use 
for the ghats was for trade, when business boats ran from Calcutta to Garhmukteshwar, and salt, indigo, 
sora, opium, textiles, utensils was traded. For religious importance and cultural activities, the Mughal 
emperors and Seth Dhanna Seth had built restful ghats.17 

 
 
 
 

 
17 Patrika https://www.patrika.com/farrukhabad-news/500-years-old-history-of-the-ganga-ghats-in-farrukhabad-1322421/ 

/Users/modwel/Downloads/Patrika%20https:/www.patrika.com/farrukhabad-news/500-years-old-history-of-the-ganga-ghats-in-farrukhabad-
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Figure 39.  The Ganga issue of Kalyan 

 
Kalyan Press Gorakhpur in its Ganga Issue declared the best Ghat in India on the banks of the Ganga at 
Farrukhabad. Known as Ardha Kashi of that time, it was spread over five km from west to east in 
Farrukhabad.  It can be divided into three parts: Toca Ghat, Gufa Ghat and Ghatiya Ghat, now called 
Panchal Ghat.  These gurj or dome-like structures were on the banks of the Ganga. There was a separate 
arrangement for bathrooms for women. The ghats had staircases and platforms. There was a verandah 
made with platforms with workmanship and painting on the walls.  

 

 
 

Figure 40.  Panel on the Ghat, with information about the builder 
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Panchal Ghat 
 

 
 

Figure 41. Pilgrims at Panchal Ghat 

 
 
Due to neglect over the years, the heritage of Farrukhabad is in ruins or is fragmented today.  The name 
of the ghat earlier known as Ghatiya Ghat was changed to Panchal Ghat.  As in Prayagraj, at Panchal 
Ghat too, a fair is held throughout the month of Magh.  People from surrounding districts undertake 
Kalpavas during this fair.  Shopkeepers also set up shops. 
 
Today, the sorry state of these areas can be seen, with the glory of Farrukhabad long gone. Only the 
temples and havelis of Kannulal ji Gokul Prasad Sadanand Tiwari are left at Toca Ghat. At some distance 
ƭƛŜǎ {ƘŀƘ ƧƛΩǎ ±ƛǎƘǊŀƴǘΦ .ŜƘƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ YŀƭŜǎƘǿŀǊ bŀǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ Yŀŀƭ 
Bhairav and Kali Devi are at a short distance. Locals feel that this heritage can be saved if the authorities 
turn their attention to it. Institutions like Farrukhabad Vikas Manch, under the Save Ganga campaign, 
can raise the call to get these ghats renovated. 
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Figure 42.  Kachehri Ghat 

 

 
 

Figure 43.  Bargadiya Ghat 
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Vishrants of Farrukhabad:  Testimony of 
Trade via the Ganga 

Figure 44.  Vishrant Ghat 
 
According to historical, archival and Gazetteer records, the Farrukhabad region was very important in 
terms of trading activities. Here, in earlier times, trading in brassware, printed cloth, opium, indigo, and 
sora (or Saltpetre18 which is used to make dynamite) used to be prominent. The Ganga played an 
important role in trading activities; the approximately twenty-four Vishrants or rest houses for the 
merchant class near the banks of the river Ganga are testimony to this.19 

 
18 Saltpetre soil from Farrukhabad is confined principally to the sites of villages and towns, as nitre is not native in 
the earth but results from chemical changes due to fermentation of vegetable matter and other organic 
substances. In the past common salt was made round about Bahbalpur Mistini in the Kampil pargana, but the 
infamous British Salt Law put a stop to this. Farrukhabad A Gazetteer, Volume IX of the District Gazetteer of the 
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, edited and compiled by E. R. Neave, I. C. S. 
 
19 Farrukhabad: Hamari Vriasat 
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Figure 45.  Vishrant Ghat 

 
 
These multi-storey Vishrants are beautiful buildings with a dome as superstructure. Indigenous building 
techniques were used to make them which included imported Sal and Teak wood and the use of lime, 
milk, and the husk of grains as binding materials. 
 
Unfortunately, the Ganga has changed its course and has left an area of around one kilometre towards 
north direction from the Vishrants which has resulted in the decline of the charm of the historical 
monuments and history of this place. Earlier from here goods via small boats used to be exported to 
Kanpur, Prayagraj, Patna and Kolkata. The Judge Sahib Ki Kothi is testimony to this. The Vishrants at 
Farrukhabad are an architectural marvel with beautiful and intricate design and patterns with reflections 
of vernacular art forms, similar to those noticed by INTACH team at Mirzapur. Further neglect will 
completely destroy these beautiful structures. 
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Figure 46. 

 

 
Figure 47. 
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Figure 48. 

 

 
Figure 49. 
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Figure 50. 

 

 
Figure 51. 

 
Figures 46-51 above.  The beautifully embellished structures of Shah Ji Vishrant 
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¢ƘŜ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
communication routes in the Indian subcontinent. One of these interests included the variegated 
activities carried out on the river Ganga. Bernstein (1987) documented maritime trade on the Ganga 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ǊŜƳŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀǎΣ άƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ of European 
ŎƻƴǉǳŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƳōŀǎǎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦέ 
 
Safety was a primary concern for the British as they used this waterway to transport high-value items. 
One British Lt. G. F. White wrote in муоуΣ ά!ǎ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǎǇŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōƻŀǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƎǳŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΧǘƘŜ ǘƘƛŜǾŜǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎƭȅ ŜȄǇŜǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 
committing great depredation on the river, by means of small boats, in which they glide noiselessly to 
ŀƴȅ ǳƴƎǳŀǊŘŜŘ ǾŜǎǎŜƭΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǇŜŜŘƭŜǎǎƭȅ ǎǘǊƛǇ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜΦέ 
 
The British established trade posts along the Ganga to control the movement of people and goods, by 
collecting tolls from boats navigating the river, and to prevent smuggling. Cargo consisted of items such 
as grain, stone, timber, fuel, and fodder. The British officers often relied on the navigation skills of the 
local boatmen, employing thousands of them from various localities. This had a significant socio-
economic impact, as many of the boatmen would leave their homes for extended periods of time under 
the employ of the East India Company. 
 
By systematically documenting all navigators and their boats, the British sought to control and monitor 
the boatmen. Other details required of these boatmen included their caste, patrilineal descent, place of 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǇƛƭƻǘŀƎŜΦέ LŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘƳŜƴ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
would either be arrested or fined by the authorities. In this way, the boatmen would either work for the 
British as disciplined river navigators, or as manual labourers punished for not following the law. 
 
In Banaras, the river routes were used not only as a point of trade, but as a point of pilgrimage. It is, 
thus, unsurprising that the British authorities began to levy taxes and tolls on the pilgrims who came to 
Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŦŜǊǊƛŜǎ ǇǊƻƳǳƭƎŀǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ΨbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LƴŘƛŀ CŜǊǊƛŜǎ !ŎǘΩ ƻŦ 
муту ǿŀǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ΨCƻǊŜǎǘ !ŎǘΩ ƻŦ мурсΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƭƻȅ άƭŜƎŀƭ 
ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭέ ƻǾŜǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 52.  Stone plaque for Shah Ji Vishrant 
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Northern India Ferries Act, 1878 
 
¢ƘŜ ΨbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LƴŘƛŀ CŜǊǊƛŜǎ !Ŏǘ мутуΩ effectively restricted navigation on the river by different 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƭƛƳƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ōƻŀǘƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ΨŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΩ ŀƴŘ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ 
sanctioned operational methods for plying boats and carrying cargo. The Act also enabled the British 
Government to directly control all ferries and legally assumed control of any private boat/ferry for 
public use. Therefore, all public and private ferries had to comply with the rules and regulations set 
by the authorities. The British also set about containing religious gatherings and festivals, such as 
Durga Puja, on the banks of the river Ganga, since there was fear of social unrest. There are cases of 
authorities forcibly taking possession of boats during such occasions, denying local boatmen an 
additional source of income. Such acts soured the already tense relationship between the British 
and local denizens of the area. (Source: Caste, Occupation and Politics on the Ganges: Passages of 
Resistance, Assa Doron). 
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ά¢ƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ CŀǊǊǳƪƘŀōŀŘ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ {ŀƴŀǘŀƴƛ 
religions such Jainism, Buddhism, the Sufi sect, and others. Chyavan Rishi 
Ashram, Shringi Rishi Ashram, Dhaumya Rishi Ashram and Neemkarori 
Dham are the prominent places. Potatoes, mango orchards, nurseries of 
plants, printing of garments, Zardozi, and namkeen-dalmoth are the major 
agricultural and cottage industries of this place, which can become a major 
centre of many commercial possibilities. There are also many grand 
temples. In this way, Farrukhabad has immense potential to develop from 
the point of view of tourism and as a business centre; it will not only 
increase revenue and employment but also awaken the spiritual and 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 

 

 

 
Sh. Bhupendra Pratap Singh 

District Coordinator, 
Ganga Vichar Manch, 

Farrukhabad 
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Sacred Complexes 

Kampilvasini Mandir 
 
The Kampilvasini Temple is situated at current Kampil (Kampilya) which is 45 Kms away from 
Farukkhabad town. The temple is revered since time immemorial. It is one of the oldest temples 
dedicated to Draupadi of the epic, Mahabharata. Kampilvasini is the only temple devoted to her.  As per 
the Kampilya Mahatmya, Draupadi is Parvati. 

 

k yĞÔɭ yȒĞÔ¾ɭ yĞÔɟεÙ¾ɭ ÑÖɟ Ñ×ȑÍ ¾ĤÃÑ] 

ÞÞĦĕ×ĤÛ¾ɪ ÞȓÕȏş¾ɟɰ ¾ɟĞÒɠÙ ÛɟεÞÑɠÖn  ̂

 
The above Yajurveda shloka is heard at almost every Ψ¸ŀƧƴŀΩ puja; other pujas also mention Kampilvasini. 
The British Surveyor General, Alexander Cunningham visited Kampil in 1878 and identified it with the 
original ancient Kampilya. In 1920 it became a protected site under the Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 53.  The inner sanctum at Kampilvasini Mandir, dedicated to Draupadi 
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Figure 54. Kampilvasini Mandir 

  
 
Shri Vimalnath Digambar Jain Tirth Kshetra Kampilji 
 
Situated about 45 km from the district headquarter in Tehsil Kaimganj, this temple is a place of great 
antiquity and is said to have been founded by the Sant Kampila, as it is said to have witnessed the 
garbha, janm, tapa, and Gyan Kalyanak of Vimalnath, the 13th Tirthankara according to the history of 
Jainism. An idol of Vimalnath was obtained from the river Ganga and installed in this temple, which 
made it an important place of pilgrimage for Jains. This temple is also important in Hinduism as it is 
belieǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aŀƘŀōƘŀǊŀǘŀΣ 5ǊŀǳǇŀŘƛΩǎ {ǿŀȅŀƴǾŀǊŀ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ !ǊƧǳƴŀΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Pandava brothers, succeeded in winning her hand in marriage. 
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       Figure 55. Inside the temple                                  Figure 56. Idol  of  Lord Vimalnath 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 57. Vimalnath Temple 

 
Rameshwar Nath Mahadev Mandir 
 
{ƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ YŀƳǇƛƭΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜƳǇƭŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŘŀǘŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ Ramayana when Shatrughana, the 
twin brother of Lakshmana and one of the crown princes of Ayodhya, installed within the temple 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀ {ƘƛǾŀƭƛƴƎŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ōȅ wŀƳŀΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ Sita while she was held in captivity in 
Lanka. [Details mentioned in Chapter 2]. 
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Shri Neminatha Digambar Mandir  
 
The Sarawagi/Saraogi community in Farrukhabad has installed three temples dedicated to the 22nd 
Tirthankara Neminatha.  

 

Sankisa 
 
Also known as Basantpur, Sankisa is a place of great importance to Buddhism since it is believed that it 
was here that Buddha descended onto the earth once more using a ladder made of gold, after he spent 
three months in Heaven. The Chinese pilgrim Hieun Tsang is also said to have travelled to Sankisa, calling 
it Kapittha in his travelogue. Excavations carried out by the Archaeological Survey of India have revealed 
several mounds, which were remains of Stupas. They have also found scriptures, terracotta figurines, 
bronze coins and stone dishes from the times of both Buddha and the third Mauryan Emperor Ashoka. 
One of the biggest finds from thƛǎ ŘƛƎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ǎƘƻƪŀΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƛƭƭŀǊǎΣ ŎŀǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǇŜ 
of an elephant (unfortunately the trunk of this sculpture was missing). The relics are exquisite works of 
art and represent a high level of craftsmanship. A Shivalinga is also located within the area, which makes 
Sankisa an important place of worship for Buddhists as well as Hindus. 
 
 

 
Figure 58. Sankisa  
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Figure 59. Sankisa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 60. Sankisa 

 

 



54 
 

Shringi Rishi Dham  
 
According to Dr Ramakrishna Rajput, a historian in religious texts, we find many references of Shringi 
Rishi who was like a brother-in-law to King Dasharatha.  When King Dasharatha had no children, Shringi 
Rishi was invited to Ayodhya at the behest of Guru Vishwamitra and he performed a Putreshti Yajna 
there, the description of which is written by the great poet Radheshyam in Radheshyam Ramayana. 

 
Following this visit of Shringi Rishi at the behest of Guru Vishwamitra, King Dasharatha received four 
sons.  Due to this, Shringi Rampur has the status of Tirth Raj. On the first Monday of Sawan, Shiva 

devotees from many regions come here and take Ganga water and offer it to Lord Shiva. 

Figure 61. Shringi Rishi 

 

 
Figure 62. Shringi Rishi Dham 
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Ashtik Muni Ashram 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 63. Ashtik Muni Ashram 

 
 
Ashtik was born to parents Rishi Jaratkaru and Nagkanya Mansadevi who was sister of King of Naga 
snakes, Vasuki, to fulfil the prophecy given by Lord Brahma. During Mahashivratri and Nag Panchami the 
Ashram witness a huge crowd of devotees. 
 
It is a belief that Nagas do not let their revenge go for generations. The Naga dynasty decided to avenge 
their destruction from the Hastinapur state. Proving this belief, Arjuna's son Parikshit was killed by a 
Nagvanshi Yodwa Takshak. Parikshit's life was extinguished by Nagavish, by the same deadly weapon 
which Nagposh said. Parikshit's son Janamejaya was enraged and held the Serpent Yagna (Sarpa Satra) 
to sacrifice all snakes. The intervention and appeal by Sage Ashtik (on the request of Mansadevi) 
stopped the sacrifice and thus protected the serpents. This happened on the day of Shravan Shukla 
Panchami. Thus, on this date Nag Panchami began to be celebrated as a festival. It is said that the 
Serpents then gave the boon to the believer sage that the snake would not spread its venom or cause 
any disturbance where his name would be taken. 
 
Even today, if snakes are spotted somewhere, there is a belief that the snake will not harm if the "Muni 
Rajam Astikam Namah" mantra is chanted. 
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'' ÖȓȑÑ ØɟÅÖn yȒĦÍ¾Ön ÑÖɪ '' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 64. Inside the ashram 

 

Chintamani Talab 
 

Figure 65. Chintamani Talab 


