Bata
(Labeo bata)

IUCN Red List: Least Concern; CITES:
Not listed; IWPA, 1972: Not listed

Distributed throughout India, found in
upper, middle and lower stretches of
the Ganga River. The body is elongate,
snout slightly projected beyond the
mouth, often studded with pores. It is
benthopelagic and potamodromous
species. It is herbivorous and column
feeder. Major threats to the species
include loss of habitat and
overexploitation.

Spotted barb

(Puntius sophore)

IUCN Red List: Least Concern; CITES:
Not listed; IWPA, 1972: Not listed

Distributed throughout India, found in
upper, middle and lower stretches of
the Ganga River. It inhabits plains and
submontane regions. A dark spot is
present at the tip of the tail and
another at the base of dorsal fin rays.
Breeds during monsoon, and during
breeding period males develop a
scarlet red band along the middle of
both sides. Major threats to the species
are loss of habitat and
overexploitation.

All the information and photographs are provided by Dr. Arvind Kumar Dwivedi

Bronze featherback
(Notopterus notopterus)

|UCN Red List: Least Concern;
CITES: Not listed; IWPA, 1972: Not
listed

Distributed throughout India
and found in upper, middle and
lower stretches of the Ganga
River. Body highly compressed,
color silvery-white with
numerous fine gray spots on
body and head. Carnivorous,
feeds on insects, fish,
crustaceans and young roots of
aquatic plants. Breeds in
stagnant or running water in the
rainy season. Eggs are laid in
small clumps on submerged
vegetation. Major threats to the
species include loss of habitat
and overexploitation.
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Fishes play a unique role in regulating the trophic structure,
transferring nutrients and maintaining ecological balance in the
aquatic ecosystems. Freshwater fishes have also inspired art,
literature and societies. Fish or the Matsya have been inscribed in
the Hindu mythology as an incarnation of Lord Vishnu (Matsya

genera and 32 families, which is about 20% of total
freshwater fishes reported in India. The alteration in
freshwater habitat of the Ganga River, its tributaries
and wetlands due to loss of connectivity, hydrology
alteration through dams and barrages, change in

The conservation status of the species are referred
here as per International Union for Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) Red List,
Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES) Appendices

Avatar), which symbolizes the restoration of true knowledge,

physio-chemical water quality and overexploitation has and Indian Wild Life Protection Act (IWPA), 1972

subverted by egoism that has to be destroyed in the process. affected several fish species of the Ganga River. Schedules.

Indian rivers and other freshwater ecosystems harbour around
756 freshwater fishes. The distinguished hydrology and geo-

climatic condition in the upper, middle and lower stretches of
Ganga River supports distinctive fish fauna. The Ganga River is

The National Mission for Clean Ganga-Wildlife Institute
of India's project "Biodiversity Conservation and Ganga
Rejuvenation" is a science-based species restoration
programme, aiming at conservation of these fishes of

home to more than 143 species of fish that belong to 11 orders, 72

the Ganga River.
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