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PREFACE

National Mission of Clean Ganga (NMCG) under Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga
Rejuvenation has commissioned Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) to document
“Cultural Heritage along River Ganga from Gaumukh to Ganga Sagar”. The scope of work is to identify and
make inventories of the tangible and intangible Cultural Heritage properties found within 5 kms on each side
of the River Ganga.

Responding to the geographical, topographical and cultural diversity of the entire stretch, we have divided the
stretch into three parts. The first part is from Gaumukh to Haridwar, the second part is from Muzaffarnagar
to Katihar and the third part is from Malda to Ganga Sagar. Listing is done under three categories. They are
Natural Heritage, Architectural Heritage and Intangible Heritage. Accordingly three teams are working to
cover the three aspects of Cultural Heritage. Architectural Heritage Division of INTACH has been assigned
with the work of listing the Architectural Heritage.

In this report we are documenting the Built Heritage of Kanpur District which flourished and developed under
the British suzerainty. It is sprawled with archaeological evidences and historic architectural sites suggesting a
rich cultural heritage across its expanse. It is one of the districts of the second part of the stretch. The report
includes the documentation of the 2 tehsils (Bilhaur and Kanpur Sadar tehsils) in Kanpur district, as they lie
within an offset of 5kms from the bank of the river Ganga. The report includes a proper understanding of the
various typologies, their evolution and architectural appreciation based on secondary literature study.
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1. Introduction
1.1. Kanpur district

Kanpur district is located in Uttar Pradesh, named
after its administrative headquarters, Kanpur city. In
1981 Kanpur district was sub-divided into Kanpur
Nagar and Kanpur Dehat districts. It occupies an area
of 3155 sq.km.' Kanpur was declared the divisional
headquarters of the Allahabad Division in 1989,
comprising present-day districts of Kanpur Nagar,
Kanpur Dehat, Etawah, Auraiya, Farrukhabad and
Kannauj.> Kanpur Nagar District is divided into
three tehsils - Bilhaur, Kanpur Sadar and Ghatampur.
Bilhaur and Kanpur Sadar tehsils in Kanpur Nagar
District will be documented as they lie within the
5km study area of river Ganga.

: §__mmn, y , e
4 i/ B o S
Figure 1 Location of Kanpur district marked in maroon.

(Base Map Source: www.wikimediacommons.com, accessed on 5" July, 2021)

Kanpur district is renowned as the industrial capital of Uttar Pradesh. It was a major centre for trade and
commerce since historic times. It is also well-known for its leather industry, dating to late 18" century AD.
The city comprises one of the largest tanneries in the world. The industry continues to thrive even today.
Bithoor city, along the river bank, in Kanpur tehsil finds mention in the puranic scriptures. Valmiki Ashram
within the city is believed to be the place where Valmiki composed Ramayana. Lord Brahma created the first
man at Brahmavarta Ghat, which means the seat of Brahma.’ The district headquarters, Kanpur city, gained
importance under British invasion. It was developed as one of their military frontiers. The city was a major
focal point during the British Mutiny of 1857.* The district lies along the southern banks of river Ganga,
comprising ghats which witness daily religious rituals. Kanpur district comprises high historic, archaeological,
cultural and religious significance.

Figure 2 Ghats of Bithoor along Ganga, approximately 22.5km to the north-west_of Kanpur city
Source: https://alchetron.com/Bithoor, accessed online on 5" July, 2021

1 https://www.census2011.co.in/census/district/535-kanpur-nagar.html, accessed on 01/07/2021
2 Directorate of Census Operations, District Census Handbook, Kanpur Nagar, Part XII-B, Census of India, 2011
3 https://www.nativeplanet.com/travel-guide/bithoor-the-land-epics-000669.html?story=2, accessed on 01/07/2021
4 https://www.britannica.com/place/Kanpur-India, accessed on 01/07/2021

!
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1.1.1. Bilhaur Tehsil

Bilhaur tehsil lies towards the western side of Kanpur district. It is bordered by river Ganga to the north,
and Kanpur Dehat district to the south. It shares its eastern boundary with Kanpur Sadar tehsil. It is named
after its administrative headquarters, Bilhaur city. Isan river flows through Bilhaur tehsil, which merges with
Ganga near Bilhaur town. Ganga forms several pockets of sandy area along the banks. The more cultivable
land lies southward. This part of the district is also prone to frequent floods during the monsoons. Thus, the
tehsil comprises small villages, sparsely located along the banks of Ganga.®

Bilhaur was founded by Bilhaur Khan, during the Mughal rule.® The tehsil was a source of trade and an
important means of communication as it interconnected Kannauj district to Kanpur city. It is traversed by
the Grand Trunk Road which runs parallel to the Ganga river course. Several rulers, travelers and pilgrims
traveled along the historic route to visit Kanpur. Bilhaur, Araul, Chaubepur towns lie along the ancient route,
comprising important markets. Nanamau is an old town along the highway connecting the tehsil to Unnao
towards the north. During Akbar’s reign, it was the capital of a pargana, and was amalgamated with Bilhaur
town by Almas Ali Khan. Shivrajpur is another important old town along the Grand Trunk Road. It was
founded in 1886 by Shivraj Deo, a Chandel Raja. Khereshwar Mandir in the town is frequently visited by
several pilgrims, as it is the birthplace of Ashwathama. As per Mahabharata, Guru Dronacharya taught the
Pandavas archery here.” The tehsil was inhabited by Gaharwars and Gahlots Rajput clans since the reign of
the Kannauj rulers.® Makanpur is an important Muslim settlement which traces its roots to Syed Badi-ud-din,
a Sufi Saint who founded the Madaris sect. His tomb was built by Ibrahim Sharqi in early 15® century AD,
6.5km from Ganga riverbank. The town celebrates the Urs Shah Madar, in honor of the saint.’

In the later years the railway line was established through the tehsil, with stations at Araul, Bilhaur, Shivrajpur,
etc. However, post the segregation from Rasulabad pargana, the importance of Bilhaur tehsil deteriorated.
Presently, it comprises mostly agricultural fields, which is the primary occupation of the locals. Cotton-
weaving is the only industry which is predominant in parts of the tehsil."

Figure 3 Khereshwar Mandir, Shivrajpur, Bilhaur Tehsil Figure 4 Syed Badi-ud-din Tomb, Makanpur, Bilhauri Tehsil
(Source: www.google.com/maps/, accessed on 5" July, 2021) (Source: www.wikimediacommons.com, accessed on 5" July, 2021)

5 Nevill, H. R,, District Gazetteers of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Vol. XIX, Cawnpore, Government Press, United Provinces, Allahabad, 1909, pg. 253

6 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989

7 https://www.patrika.com/kanpur-news/story-of-khereshwar-mandir-shivrajpur-in-kanpur-4937149/, accessed on 02/07/2021

8 Nevill, H. R, District Gazetteers of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Vol. XIX, Cawnpore, Government Press, United Provinces, Allahabad, 1909, pg. 252, 256
9 Nevill, H. R,, District Gazetteers of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Vol. XIX, Cawnpore, Government Press, United Provinces, Allahabad, 1909, pg. 309
10 Nevill, H. R,, District Gazetteers of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Vol. XIX, Cawnpore, Government Press, United Provinces, Allahabad, 1909, pg. 251
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1.1.2. Kanpur Sadar Tehsil

Kanpur Sadar tehsil is located to the east of Kanpur district. It is named after its administrative headquarters,
Kanpur city. The tehsil occupies an area of 1122 sq.km.". It is surrounded by Bilhaur tehsil to the west,
Ghatampur tehsil to the south, Fatehpur district to the east, and Kanpur Dehat district to the south-west.
Ganga flows along its northern boundary, segregating it from Unnao district. Rind river passes along the
south and south-western part of the tehsil. The network of tributaries and canals forms a rich fertile land.
The canals were also used as a means of transportation during earlier times. The high banks along Ganga
are intersected by ravines formed by Nun river merging with Ganga near Bithoor. The region surrounding
Kanpur city comprises a loamy soil, which cultivates a rich variety of crops. The cultivable land began to
gradually decrease during late 19" century. This was due to a change in land use, with vasts stretches of land
used for railways, factories and military purposes by the British. The leather industry and textile mills are
major contributors to the economy of the tehsil.'?

The riverbanks of Kanpur Sadar tehsil primarily comprised five, small villages from Jajmau towards the
east to Bithoor to the west. The tehsil was named after Jajmau during the ancient times. These villages were
combined to form the present-day Kanpur city. Kanpur was founded by the King of Sachendi Estate. It existed
as an insignificant village, until the advent of the British in early 19" century AD. They developed the city
as a military base, with the cantonment to the east. It was a focal centre during the British Mutiny in 1857."
Kanpur Sadar tehsil possesses great archaeological, mythological, historic and religious significance. ASI
excavations in Bithoor led to the discovery of a mound, Dhruva Tila, along Ganga. Locals believe that Dhruva
prayed to Lord Brahma at this mound. Archaeologists also discovered over 1000 bronze coins here, in 1822."
The Jajmau tila is another ancient mound which revealed a 3000-year old civilization along Ganga. Traces of
mud and burnt bricks, iron artefacts, red-ware pottery, terracotta seals, etc. were found. The historic layers
of the mound suggest occupancy during the NBPW, Maurya, Shunga, Kushana, Gupta and the medieval
periods."” The sacred ghats of Bithoor are visited by several pilgrims on a daily basis, including Brahmavarta
Ghat and Valmiki Ashram.'

Figure 5 Patthar Ghat, Bithoor Figure 6 Jajmau Fort and Tila, Kanpur City
(Source: Primary Survey, AH Division team) (Source: Primary Survey, AH Division team)

11 https://villageinfo.in/uttar-pradesh/kanpur-nagar/kanpur.html, accessed on 05/07/2021

12 Nevill, H. R,, District Gazetteers of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Vol. XIX, Cawnpore, Government Press, United Provinces, Allahabad, 1909
13 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/modern-kanpur-a-gift-of-britishers/articleshow/46672943.cms, accessed on 05/07/2021

14 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/mound-of-a-star-gathering-dust/articleshow/5324312.cms, accessed on 05/07/2021

15 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/3000-years-old-history-unearthed-at-jajmau/articleshow/5652279.cms, accessed on 05/07/2021

16 https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/bithoor-uttar-pradesh, accessed on 05/07/2021
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2. Geographical Setting and Boundaries

Kanpur district comprises an L-shaped footprint, with the longer leg along river Ganga towards the east.
Yamuna river flows along the southern boundary of Ghatampur tehsil of the district. It lies between 25°26°
and 26°58 N latitude and 79°31” and 80°84’ E longitude. The footprint of the earlier district, including Kanpur
Dehat district, formed a quadrilateral boundary. Presently, Kanpur Nagar district is surrounded by Kannauj
district to the north, Unnao to the east across river Ganga, Fatehpur district to the south, and Hamirpur
district and Kanpur Dehat district lie towards the western side.

Kanpur forms the north-western region of the Allahabad division, occupying the lower doab region. It lies in
the central fertile plain of the Upper Ganga Valley.! The topography of the terrain follows a gentle slope from
the north-west to south-east. The cliffs and ravines along river Ganga are higher than those along Yamuna
towards the south. The slope of the land decreases towards the centre of the doab region. The central plains
are also mostly undulating, as the banks along the canals and tributaries across the district are higher than
the intermediating regions.> Thus, the terrain is sub-divided into two types - the high banks along Ganga, and
the undulating alluvial plains across the district.
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Figure 7 Kanpur district map with the 5km line.
(Source: Base map from www.mapsofindia.com, accessed on 28" June, 2021)

1 Asaf Ali, Syed, The Urban Geography of Kanpur, A Thesis Submitted for the Degree of Master of Philosophy, 1970, Proquest, London, 2017
2 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989, pg. 3-4
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2.1. Administrative Boundaries

Kanpur district earlier included the present-day . .

districts of Kanpur Dehat and Kanpur Nagar. The oAy o *"'\ e _
district boundary was defined in 1803 AD, which was T ,:-’-.3.'"’ \ NORTH WESTERY L}
named Cawnpore by the British in 1788.> Under the Alry ¢H"1 4_?1 : '
British administration, Bithoor city was established e . gz

as the headquarters of Kanpur district from 1811 to | . ‘}'x

1819 AD. Later it was shifted to Kanpur city which | = - _5 -1 B

was established as the site for a trading factory and as B T L

a British military cantonment.* Post the First Battleof | = ~ ‘_"H_':' AN
Independence, in 1858, the province was combined o ol iy v oy W T
with the Nawab-ruled Awadh region, across Ganga. A AR e e S

In 1921, the region was re-organized and referred to

as the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh. In 1976 : ; ==

Kanpur Nagar district was carved out of Kanpur Figure 8 The North-Western Province of British India, with Kanpur city
district, however, a year later it was merged back. ?.;:Z;Z?ifvi:l £5Z§Zediacommons com, accessed on 5" July, 2021)
On 23" April, 1981, Kanpur district was finally T R ’
subdivided into Kanpur Nagar district and Kanpur

Dehat district.’

2.2. Geographical Setting

Kanpur district is located along the southern banks of Ganga, comprising rich, alluvial plains across the
region. Ganga flows for 116km along Kanpur district. It occupies the lower Ganga-Yamuna doab region,
interspersed with multiple tributaries and canals. This water system creates parallel tracts of land with

distinctive characteristics. The brittle soil in Bilhaur tehsil, softens towards the south of the district, in Kanpur
tehsil.®

Two important tributaries of Ganga which flow through Kanpur Nagar district, are the Isan and Nun rivers.
Isan river flows through Bilhaur tehsil, entering the district from the north. It merges with Ganga near Bilhaur
town. The narrow stretch of land between the two rivers comprises light and fertile loamy soil. Pandu Nadi
is another tributary of Ganga which passes along the western boundary of Kanpur district, dividing it from
Kanpur Dehat district. It passes through the tehsils of Bilhaur and Kanpur, flowing into Fatehpur district to
the south. The soil between the confluence of Isan and Ganga, and Pandu Nadi is clayey in nature. The high
banks along Ganga river, gradually slope towards the Pandu river course.

The source of Nun river emerges at the northern extent of Bilhaur tehsil. As the large, swampy lands overflow
with time, the stream formed flows in a south-easterly direction, along the natural slope of the terrain. The
channel formation of Nun river is clear near Shivrajpur village southward of the tehsil. It flows for a short
distance, ultimately merging with Ganga to the south of Bithoor in Kanpur tehsil.”

3 Directorate of Census Operations, District Census Handbook, Kanpur Nagar, Part XII-B, Census of India, 2011

4 Asaf Ali, Syed, The Urban Geography of Kanpur, A Thesis Submitted for the Degree of Master of Philosophy, 1970, Proquest, London, 2017
5 Directorate of Census Operations, District Census Handbook, Kanpur Nagar, Part XII-B, Census of India, 2011

6 ibid

7 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989, pg. 4-5
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Figure 9 Map showing Ganga and its tributaries flowing through Kanpur district. 5km ~ Figure 10 GIS Study of the shift in Ganga river course.

study area is marked in black dotted line. (Source: www.ijser.org/researchpaper/Change-Detection-

(Source: Primary Source. Base Map - Google Earth) in-course-of-River-Ganga-near-Kanpur-using-Remote-
Sensing-GIS-techniques.pdf, accessed on 6" June, 2021)

The Ganga river course has gradually shifted over the years. A study conducted in 2015, revealed the change
in the meandering path of the river near Kanpur city. However, the city has not faced flooding in the past
years. This may be regarded to the location of the settlement on the high bank along the river.®! During earlier
years, the width of the river measured 640m, along Kanpur, due to which the British harbored their cargo
ships along the riverbank. The river also provided as a barrier between Kanpur and the northern Awadhi
region which was under the Nawabs.’ Their capital was in present-day Lucknow. This region was commonly
known as the Awadhi region, which includes most of the districts to the north of Ganga. However, over the
years it has shifted towards the north, creating vast stretches of sandy land. The width of the river has also
considerably decreased in the recent years."

2.3. Ecology

Kanpur district comprises a rich ecology, due to its integrated river system. The alluvial plains of the district
are interspersed with patches of dhak jungles. These have considerably reduced over time, due to urbanization.
The doab region yields similar trees across the Ganga valley, including mango, neem, mahua, jamun, etc. The
wildlife of the district is also found commonly across the entire doab region. Titar is a common bird species
found across the district.!" Bilhaur tehsil yields important crops such as barley, wheat, maize, cotton, rice and
bajra. Sugarcane was an important staple which has declined over the years. Indigo crop is also disappearing
at a fast rate."

8 Nigam, Mahendra Kumar; Katiyar, Sunil Kumar; Mittal, Sushil Kumar, Change detection in course of river Ganga near Kanpur using remote sensing & GIS
techniques, International Journal Of Scientific & Engineering Research, 2016

9 https://www.britannica.com/place/Awadh, accessed on 06/07/2021

10 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/ganga-is-changing-course-in-kanpur/articleshow/47210144.cms, accessed on 06/07/2021

11 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989, pg. 9-10

12 Nevill, H. R, District Gazetteers of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Vol. XIX, Cawnpore, Government Press, United Provinces, Allahabad, 1909, pg, 255
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3. Significance of Ganga

Ganga has been an important source for the growth and evolution of communities along the river bank. The
river basin creates an ideal terrain for sustaining life since the pre-historic era. It also provides efficient trade
and commerce, enhancing connectivity across the region. The historical, cultural, commercial and religious
significance of the river led to the settlement and prosperity of several important towns and cities along the
river bank. The mythological association of the river with Lord Shiva also attracts several pilgrims to the holy
river.

Kanpur district is located along the southern banks of river Ganga. The river enters the district from the west,
after flowing through Kannauj district. It exits into Fatehpur district to the east. The historical evolution of
Kanpur along the banks of Ganga is evident from the archaeological findings in Bithoor and Jajmau.
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Figure 11 View of ghats and a European bungalow in Kanpur, along Ganga. A bridge of boats built by the British, interconnecting Kanpur to Lucknow.
(Source: http://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/apac/addorimss/b/019addor0004747100000000.html, accessed on 8" July, 2021)

The British East India Company strengthened their control over the Northern provinces of India, post the
Battle of Buxar in 1764. Ganga created a direct link from Kanpur to Calcutta, increasing its importance as a
trading centre. The British established several factories and industries in Kanpur city, due to the ease in import
and export along the river route.' The British also built old bridges across Ganga for easy connectivity to the
Awadhi territory. They set up their military camp in Kanpur, as the river provided a natural defense and was
well connected with the other major ports of the Company.? The British forces established their stronghold in
the city to avoid the rising Maratha power in 1778. The ghats were a hotspot during the 1857 Mutiny.

Presently, Bithoor and Kanpur city continue to thrive along Ganga. The riverfront landscape comprises
several sacred ghats, archaeological discoveries and the British cantonment. Holi is one of the important
festivals celebrated along the ghats, since the British era. A Ganga mela is held during the grand festivities.?
Other festivals such as Diwali and Shivratri are also celebrated along the riverbanks in Kanpur district.

1 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/modern-kanpur-a-gift-of-britishers/articleshow/46672943.cms, accessed on 07/07/2021
2 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/modern-kanpur-a-gift-of-britishers/articleshow/46672943.cms

3 https://www.kanpuronline.in/city-guide/festivals-in-kanpur, accessed on 08/07/2021
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4. Ganga and Historical Evolution of Kanpur

4.1. Kanpur District

Kanpur district comprises a rich cultural, commercial and religious significance. It finds mention in Ramayana
and Mahabharata. Evidences along the river banks also reveal the existence of prehistoric civilizations. The
Grand Trunk Road passing through the district attracted several pilgrims, travelers and rulers to the district.
Its historical evolution is exhibited in the ancient temples, mosques, palaces, bungalows, and ghats built
across the district. The control of Kanpur was passed through the Afghan-Turks to the Mughal Emperors
to the Marathas. Ultimately, it came under the control of the British forces, who majorly contributed to the
development of the present-day district.

Kanpur city gained importance as an industrial centre, owing to its strategic location along Ganga, availability
of raw materials and manufacturing capability. The river course, its width and geographical terrain led to the
set up of the district as a harbour and trading centre, under the East India Company. The rich, fertile plains

also allowed the cultivation of wheat, indigo and cotton. Over the years the cotton weaving industry also
flourished.

Origin of the name:

As per mythological texts, Kanpur was named after Kunti’s son, Karna, known as Karnapur. Kanpur city was
founded by Hindu Singh in 1750 AD. He was the Chandel Raja of Sachendi Estate, in present-day southern
suburbs of Kanpur city. It was named Kanhaiyapur, by the Raja who was a devoted follower of Lord Krishna.
Over the years it came to be known as Kanhpur, which was later transformed to Kanpur. Under British rule,
Kanpur was referred to as Cawnpore in 1788, after multiple derivations since 1770. Post-independence the
district became a part of Uttar Pradesh state, and was renamed Kanpur. The name of the district headquarters
of was changed 11 times before independence.

4.1.1. Mythological Period

Bithoor city, located along the banks of river Ganga, in Kanpur district is associated with high mythological
significance. It existed as a forested region, which was earlier known as Utpalaranya. It was ruled by King
Uttanpada who was the father of Dhruva. He performed austerities and meditated on one foot to please Lord
Vishnu, in the northern extreme of Bithoor city. The lord was impressed by the prince’s devotion and granted
him the boon of an eternal life as a shining star in the sky. It is commonly known as the north star, or Dhruva
Taara. Presently, there is a mound at this spot, renowned as the Dhruva teela.

After creating the world, Lord Brahma performed the ashwamedha yajna at present-day Brahmavarta ghat
along Ganga, in Bithoor city. The nail of the horse’s shoe was found embedded in the ghats. It possesses
high religious significance and is worshiped on a daily basis. Post the ceremony, the Utpalaranya forest was
renamed, Brahmavarta, which ultimately gave Bithoor city its name. Brahma also founded the shivalinga

1 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/from-kanhiyapur-to-kanpur-in-210-years/articleshow/19166755.cms, accessed on 12/07/2021
2 https://www.kanpuronline.in/city-guide/bithoor-fort-in-kanpur, accessed on 12/07/2021
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e

which is worshiped at Brahmeshwar Mahadev Mandir in Brahmavarta
ghat* As per Mahabharata, Shivrajpur city in Bilhaur tehsil, near Ganga ¥
river bank, was earlier a forested region. Guru Drona taught the Pandavas

and the Kauravas archery at present-day Doodheshwar Mahadev Mandir.*
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Bithoor is also mentioned in the tales of Ramayana. It is renowned for
its Valmiki Ashram, where Valmiki composed the Ramayana. As per the
puranas, Sita was exiled here after returning from Ravana’s kingdom. Ram
and Sita’s twin sons, Luv and Kush were also born at the ashram, who were
taught by Maharishi Valmiki.> The ashram comprises historic landmarks
such as Sita Rasoi, Sita Kund, etc.

Jajmau is an ancient civilization located along the banks of Ganga, towards
the eastern side of present-day Kanpur city. It was earlier known as
Siddhapuri, and came under the kingdom of Yayati, who was an ancestor
of the Pandavas in Mahabharata.® The remains of a fort are seen on site,
which was built by the Hindu king. Historic texts suggest that the ancient =% - e o

. . . . Figure 12 Valmiki teaching Luv and Kusha.
city was inverted by the Sufi Saint, Hazrat Makhdoom Shah Baba. His  (source: https://mwww.flickr.com/, accessed
tomb was built in 14" century AD, which still exists on the Jajmau mound.” on 16" July 2021)

4.1.2. Iron Age Period
. s v » APucheh hal
Ganga river along Kanpur district has supported several + A —_
ancient civilizations since the Iron age. The district was wrmy " o "%t 3 ~
excavated over the years to reveal artefacts dating to an era , 2 oMo M ¢
prior to the Northern Black Polished Ware. The findings "’ .._',‘ e e Tccui
also suggest life along Ganga in Kanpur, to date back to b el %‘ . g -
8 . . Koamst® o
3000 years.® Several archaeological sites are located along auer ey £ s

the Yamuna river bank, within the district. But the ancient
villages of Jajmau, Ramel and Araul are located near the

*
. L]
Ganga river bank. oLiizin Jabadpur,,
Figure 13 Map showing NBPW sites in Kanpur district.

. (Source: https://dsal.uchicago.edu/reference/schwartzberg/pager.
Jajmau was excavated for sherds of NBPW, Grey Ware, Red html?objectzoso, accessed fn 16" ]ujl;, 2021) e

Slipped Ware, iron implements, ivory bangles, terracotta

figurines, etc. Bronze arrows and spearheads belonging to copper and bronze periods were found in Ramel
village, in the southern outskirts of Bithoor city. Fragments of stone images, terracotta objects, jars, pottery,
remains of Northern Black Polished Ware were also found in other historic sites across the district.’

3 https://www.iitk.ac.in/mla/bithoor.htm, accessed on 12/07/2021

4 https://www.patrika.com/kanpur-news/dudheshwar-temple-prominence-on-mahashivratri-2017-hindi-news-1516365/, accessed on 12/07/2021
5 https://nri.up.gov.in/article/en/bithoor, accessed on 12/07/2021

6 https://www.newsgram.com/jajamau-this-is-indias-2700-year-old-city-which-is-still-evolving/, accessed on 12/07/2021

7 https://yourstory.com/mystory/713ccaeel2-jajmau-from-the-past-to-the-present/amp, accessed on 12/07/2021

8 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/3000-years-old-history-unearthed-at-jajmau/articleshow/5652279.cms, accessed on 12/07/2021

9 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989, pg. 15-17
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4.1.3.600 BCto1 AD

Kanpur district was part of one of the 16 mahajanapadas of ancient
India. It was included in the Panchala kingdom, which was closely
associated with the Kuru kingdom.!® Panchala is derived from
the Paurava rulers, also known as the Puru dynasty. It finds its
roots to the Yayati kingdom of Jajmau." It was divided into North
and South Panchala, which flourished in the post-Mahabharata
period. Kanpur came under the South Panchala kingdom, with
its capital at Kampila in present-day Farrukhabad district."”” King
Achyut was the last independent ruler of the Panchala kingdom.

Araul city in Bilhaur tehsil, was the ancient city of Alambikapuri,

where Lord Buddha resided for four months. The kingdom of |

Jajmau gained importance during the time period. It comprised
an ancient palace, which presently lies in ruins. Fragments of large
bricks are also found on site suggesting the spread of Buddhism
across the district. Consequently, the district came under the
rule of the Nanda empire, after a century. By 4 century BC
Kanpur came under the rule of the Magadh Empire. In 322 BC
Chandragupta Maurya established his control across the region.

4.1.4.1 AD to 600 AD

The history of Kanpur district dates back to the Kushana period.
Traces of the empire are found in the ancient city of Jajmau in
eastern Kanpur city, along the banks of river Ganga. The remains
of the city reveal the use of baked brick for construction of houses,
with narrow entrance openings, commonly seen in the first few
centuries of the Christian era. The excavations revealed a well-
planned drainage system with a soak pit connected to five drains.
Artefacts such as terracotta human and animal figurines, stone
lids, bone awls, bone and ivory bangles, etc. were also retrieved,

Ganga Cultural Documentation-Listing of Built Heritage
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Figure 14 Kanpur district (in purple) as a part of South
Panchala Kingdom.

(Source: https://dsal.uchicago.edu/reference/
schwartzberg/pager.html?object=062, accessed on 16"
July, 2021)

Figure 15 Excavations at the ancient mound in Jajmau.
(Source: www.youtube.com/, accessed on 16" July, 2021)

dating to this era. A circular terracotta seal with Brahmi writings suggests the rule of the Magh dynasty of
Kaushambi for a brief period.”* He was defeated by Samudragupta during 4" century AD, which ultimately
led to the rule of the Gupta Empire across Kanpur. Several brick temples, dating to the Gupta era, were built
in the central and southern side of the district. Mahadeva temple was built in 6™ century AD, in Bhitargaon
village, 28km from the Ganga river bank. It is built in exposed brick, with terracotta panels. The temple is the
oldest remaining terracotta Hindu shrine belonging to the empire, to sustain through time.'* Gupta era coins
and terracotta figures were also found in the ancient site of Jajmau."

10 https://indiathedestiny.com/kingdoms/panchala-kingdom/, accessed on 12/07/2021

11 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989 pg. 17

12 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989, pg. 15

13 Ghosh, A., Director General of Archaeology in India, Indian Archaeology 1975-76 - A Review, Archaeology Survey of India, New Delhi, 1993, pg.52-53

14 https://kanpurnagar.nic.in/tourist-place/bhitargaon-temple/, accessed on 13/07/2021

15 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989, pg. 16
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4.1.5. 600 AD to 1200 AD

Post the Gupta empire, Kanpur was undertaken by Harshvardhan in 606 AD. The district was visited by the
famous Chinese pilgrim, Hieun Tsang during mid-7" century AD. His travelogue refers to his visit to ‘Ayuto,
which has been identified with Kakupur village in Bilhaur tehsil, closer to the banks of river Ganga. During
8" century AD, the Ayudh kings of Kannauj kingdom ruled over Kanpur district until 815 AD. Consequently,
the region came under the reign of Nagabhatta II, ruler of the Gurjara-Pratihara dynasty. 925 AD onwards the
district was ruled by the Chandela Rajas. The first ruler of the Chandelas, King Chandravarman, established
his capital at Jajmau. His grandson, Govichandra defeated the Chandela Rajas in Chattarpur village, near
Shivrajpur in Bilhaur tehsil, in 1120 AD. Jayachandra rose to power in 12" century AD. However, he was
defeated by Muhammad Ghori and his general, Qutub-ud-din Aibak in 1194. This led to the stronghold of
the Muslim forces across the district. Makhdum Shah Ala-ul-Haq was a famous saint who accompanied the
General to Kanpur district. The saint died in Jajmau, and was buried here.'¢

4.1.6. 1200 AD to 1500 AD

In 13" century AD the Mamluk dynasty prevailed across
the district. In 1247, Sultan Nasir-ud-din Mahmud
traveled from Kannauj to Prayagraj through Kanpur
district. He sent an army under Ulugh Khan ahead of
himself, to oppose the Hindu Chiefs in Kanpur district. In
1266, Ulugh Khan became the Sultan of Delhi under the
title, Balban. In 1296 AD Ala-ud-din Khilji ruled over the
district, and forced a stronghold over Kanpur. The Tughlaq
dynasty took over Kanpur in 1320, under the command
of Ghiyas-ud-din Tughlaq."” Feroz Shah Tughlaq built the
tomb for the saint Makhdum Shah Ala-ul-Haq in Jajmau,
in 1358 AD." Under Nasir-ud-din Muhammad Shah
Tughlaq I'V, Malik Sarwar Khwaja Jahan was appointed as
the wazir. He took advantage of the weakening Tughlaq
dynasty in Delhi, and established the independent Sharqi
Dynasty in Jaunpur. Kanpur district was included within
the empire. In 1402, Ibrahim Shah ascended the Jaunpur
throne. During his reign, a renowned saint, Badi-ud-din visited Makanpur, a village in Bilhaur tehsil. The
saint passed away in 1433, and Ibrahim Shah built a tomb dedicated to him, within the village. The Sharqi
rulers were under constant conflict with the Lodi kings of Delhi from 1440 onwards. Behlol Lodi finally
captured the Sharqi territories, including Kanpur district in 1479 AD."

= : _4_4.-.;.-_,_ o T Ty -
Figure 16 Entry to Badi-ud-din Dargah, Makanpur, Bilhaur.
(Source: www.wikimediacommons.com, accessed on 15" July 2021)

16 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989, pg. 21-23
17 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989, pg. 23-24
18 https://yourstory.com/mystory/713ccaeel2-jajmau-from-the-past-to-the-present/amp, accessed on 13/07/2021

19 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989, pg. 25-26
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4.1.7.1500 AD to 1800 AD

The Lodi dynasty declined after the Battle of Panipat in 1526 AD. Kanpur district came under the rule of the
Mughal Emperor Babar. At the time, the Sarwani Pashtun tribe from Afghanistan was settled here.* In 1530
Humayun succeeded the throne. However, he was defeated by Sher Shah Suri in 1540, in Kannauj. The Suri
dynasty prevailed across the district for a brief period. Sher Shah laid the Grant Trunk Road, also known as
Badshah Sarak, intersecting through Bilhaur and Kanpur Sadar tehsils. Humayun reclaimed the Delhi throne
in 1555. Shortly after, he was succeeded by Akbar, who traveled along the Grand Trunk Road in Kanpur
district to reach Jaunpur. Under Akbar’s administration, Kanpur district was divided into three sirkars.
Kora sirkar included the eastern portion of Kanpur district, Kalpi sirkar included the southern portion, and
Kannauj sirkar included the northern and western portion of the district. Under Akbar’s reign, the Lodi
Afghans and Bais Rajputs were the zamindars of the district. Jajmau comprised an ancient brick fort, along
the banks of Ganga. A military station was established within the fort. Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb traveled
through Kanpur to Khajuha in Fatehpur district, towards the east. He killed his brother, Shah Shuja, in battle
in 1658 AD. The administrative quarters of Kanpur district since Akbar’s rule remained the same. However,
in 1707, post the death of Aurangzeb, Kanpur witnessed major unrest across the district.*'

In 1712 AD, Mughal Emperor Farrukhsiyar traveled through Kanpur
district towards Agra, to oppose the forces of Jahandar Shah. However,
he did not travel along the Grand Trunk Road, as he visited Sapai
village to the south of Kanpur city, Akbarpur tehsil in Kanpur Dehat
district and Shah Madar’s tomb in Makanpur village in Bilhaur tehsil.
During this era, Abdullah Khan was entrusted with the governance
of Allahabad province, which included most of present-day Kanpur
district. By 1730, Muhammad Khan Bangash of Farrukhabad
undertook the administration of the region. In the western part
of the district he appointed Shamsher Khan to the parganas of
Musanagar, Bilhaur. Under Muhammad’s jurisdiction the Chandel
Rajas of Shivrajpur and Sachendi (to the south of Kanpur city), were
independent rulers. Raja Hindu Singh of Sachendi founded a village
along the banks of river Ganga in 1750, where he took a dip in the
holy river. He named this village Kanhaiyapur, after Lord Krishna.
Over the years the name changed to Kanpur.?

r
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Figure 17 Muhammad Khan Bangash

(Source: www.wikimediacommons.com, accessed on
16" July 2021)

In the following years, Bangash Khan fought against the Maratha

forces who penetrated into the southern portion of the district. Post 1739, the Kanpur district came under
the administration of Safdar Jung, the Nawab Wazir of Awadh. By 1750, Nawab Safdar Jung, along with the
allied forces of the Marathas and Jats, annexed all territories under the Afghans of Farrukhabad. Ahmed
Khan Bangash and his armies escaped across Ganga, from Bithoor and Jajmau, to the foothills of Kumaon. In
1752, under the Afghan invader Ahmed Shah Abdali, Nawab Bangash granted his territories to the Marathas.
In 1760 AD, the Rohilla ally of Abdali, Najib-ud-Daula captured the Maratha provinces in the doab region,
extending till Bithoor. Post the defeat of the Marathas in the Battle of Panipat, fought in 1761, Ahmed Khan
Bangash re-captured most of his possessions. However, in 1761, Nawab Shuja-ud-daula, accompanied by
Mughal Emperor Shah Alam and the Marathas, traveled through the district to reinstate their stronghold
across the region. Ganga Singh, Raja of Sachendi Estate, surrendered his fort. However, the Rani of Shivrajpur

20 https://artsandculture.google.com/entity/lohani/m05q9k49?hl=en, accessed on 13/07/2021
21 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989, pg. 27-30
22 Directorate of Census Operations, District Census Handbook, Kanpur Nagar, Part XII-B, Census of India, 2011
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resisted the Marathas and defended her fortification.” Shuja-ud-daula was unsuccessful in his attack on
Ahmed Khan Bangash in 1762. Post the Battle of Buxar, in 1764, he traveled to Farrukhabad to form an
alliance with the Bangash Nawab for fighting the British. However, Ahmed Khan refused, and Shuja-ud-daula
traveled along the Grand Trunk Road crossing Bithoor and Jajmau, to Kora in Fatehpur district.

During this period, England was undergoing the industrial revolution.** Many European countries were
adamant on setting up factories in foreign land. The British East India Company entered India via Madras,

i

Figure 18 View of the ghats of Bithoor as seen from Ganga river, during the Maratha Empire.
(Source: https://www.tornosindia.com/bithoor/#.YPnNougzbMU, accessed on 16" June, 2021)

Calcutta and Bombay for trade purposes. The strategic location of Kanpur along Ganga, interconnected the
city to the major British port in Calcutta.” The EIC diligently observed the rising Maratha power in Kanpur
city. In 1765, Robert Fletcher defeated Shuja-ud-daula and his Maratha allies in Kora. Later, they encamped
in Jajmau. The Marathas reiterated through the doab region, towards Jajmau. However, they were defeated
in Kalpi by the English forces. Shuja-ud-daula was greeted by Brigadier-General Carnac in Jajmau in the
same year. Here, he was re-granted his provinces under British administration. Shuja-ud-daula won back the
Kannauj parganas in Kanpur district in 1773, which were under the Marathas.* In 1778, the British stationed
the local Awadh forces throughout the district to ensure a strong dominion over the region.?”” They shifted
their military headquarters from Hardoi to Kanpur, to ensure no penetration by foreign forces and to monitor

23 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989, pg. 30-33

24 http://kmc.up.nic.in/Introduction.htm, accessed on 14/07/2021

25 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/modern-kanpur-a-gift-of-britishers/articleshow/46672943.cms, accessed on 14/07/2021
26 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989, pg. 34
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the Awadh forces across the river.”® In 1801 Kanpur district was ceded by the British. It was included in the
Awadhi territory, governed by Shuja-ud-daula.

4.1.8. 1800 AD to 1947 AD

Under the rule of the British East India Company, Nawab Sadat Ali Khan of Awadh governed Kanpur. It
was referred to as ‘Cawnpore, and was declared a district in March 1803. The British granted the paraganas
within the district to local chieftans. In 1818, Baji Rao II, the Peshwa of Maratha empire, surrendered to the
British and was granted Bithoor. He built a palace and fort over 20-25 acres, within the city. In 1851, he was
succeeded by adopted son Dhondu Pant, also well known as Nana Saheb. However, he was refused to inherit
the pension received from the British. Nana Saheb’s plea was rejected in London. Over the years, Nana Saheb’s
enmity grew stronger towards the British. In 1857 the First War of Independence was fought against them.
One of the focal points of the war was in Kanpur and Bithoor cities, under the leadership of Nana Saheb.”

In 1857, the military station in Kanpur city was under the command of Sir Hugh Wheeler. It was well-equipped
with a strong garrison due to its location near the Awadh territory. The cantonment also comprised large
European residential quarters, including civil, railway and canal departments, which required protection.

Figure 19 Bithoor Fort, presently renamed Nana Rao Smarak Park. It houses a museum.
(Source: www.google.com/maps/, accessed on 16" June, 2021)

In April 1857 a part of the 19" Native Infantry of Bengal marched through Kanpur district, claiming the
use of pig and cow fat as a coating for the cartridge. This agitated the rebellions of the district. They were
further encouraged by the outbreaks in Meerut and other cities across the district. Eventually, a fire broke
out in the Native Infantry of Bengal. In order to safeguard the British men and women, Wheeler created a

28 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/modern-kanpur-a-gift-of-britishers/articleshow/46672943.cms, accessed on 15/07/2021
29 Nevill, H. R., District Gazetteers of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Vol. XIX, Cawnpore, Government Press, United Provinces, Allahabad, 1909
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Fzgure 20 1911 Map of Kanpur City, with the Cantonment within a yellow boundary.
(Source: www.wikimediacommons.com, accessed on 16" June, 2021)

square-shaped entrenchment measuring 200 feet square, with 2m-high walls. The outbreak of the mutineers
started in May in Kanpur. Several British women took refuge in St. John’s Church near the Entrenchment.
With rising tension, in the last week of May, Hillersdon (collector and magistrate of Kanpur district), called
for Nana Saheb to guard the treasury in Nawabganj. He came well-armed, to Kanpur with Tantiya Tope. On
5% June 1857, the Indian Cavalry and the I'* Native Infantry attacked the British. They were commanded by
Nana Saheb to head towards the Entrenchment. Several British men lost their lives, and the Entrenchment
was bombarded. The city was plundered by the rebellions, with several storage houses, etc. put on fire. On 25"
June, Nana Saheb agreed to allow the remaining English men and women to row towards Allahabad, from
Sati Chauraha Ghat in Kanpur. However, during the escape, Tantiya Tope’s army massacred several British
men, imprisoning the women and children in Bibighar. The Kothi was the residence of Nana Saheb during
the siege. On 9™ July, the Fatehgarh fugitives were caught and massacred in Bithoor. Women and children
were imprisoned in Bibighar in the old cantonment area, where the other captives were also transferred.*

The rebellions won the war. Nana Saheb was given the title of ‘Peshwa, and he ascended the throne in Bithoor.
Several palaces and temples were built by the Peshwa along the river bank. Maharaja Tikat Rai Bahadur,
Diwan of Awadh, built a red sandstone structure along the ghats in Bithoor. It was built in 18" century
AD, and is known as Patthar Ghat.”! Nana Saheb appointed his brother for the governance of Kanpur city.
However, the administration of Kanpur was weakening as Nanhe Nawab, son of the minister in Nawab Nasir-
ud-din Haider’s court, came to prominence. Nana Saheb’s position was threatened and so he visited Kanpur
and regained his authority. He also gained the support of the Chaudharis of Bithoor, the local chieftans and
Rajputs from Shivrajpur, Sachendi, Nanamau, Jajmau, Narwal and suburbs of Kanpur city. They had faced
major loss by the imposed revenue administration by the British.*

30 Nevill, H. R., District Gazetteers of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Vol. XIX, Cawnpore, Government Press, United Provinces, Allahabad, 1909
31 https://indianculture.gov.in/stories/bithoor-uttar-pradesh, accessed on 15/07/2021
32 Narain Pande, Kailash, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, Kanpur, Government of Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow, 1989, pg. 40
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Figure 21 Entrenchment built by Wheeler, bombarded by the Marathas. ~ Figure 22 British men and women massacred at Sati Chauraha Ghat.
(Source: www.wikimediacommons.com, accessed on 16" July, 2021) (Source: http://www.greendragonsociety.com/, accessed on 16" July, 2021)

The British were astonished by the Peshwa’s brutal :T'-"Tlr--:q-,g..r i
actions, and the troops under Major General | o
Havelock proceeded towards Kanpur. Nana Saheb
ordered the massacre of the imprisoned, English
women and children in Bibighar, on hearing of the s
approaching English army. Their bodies were thrown s
into a well, within the complex. When the British g
came to know of the Bibighar massacre, the armies
fought with full force, for long hours, against the
mutineers. Nana Saheb retreated back to Bithoor,
while the British rescued Wheeler and strengthened |
the Kanpur cantonment. On 19" July a detachment
was sent to Bithoor. However, Nana Saheb escaped
by crossing Ganga. The British armies destroyed the
palace and fort and returned back to Kanpur.

Figure 23 Memorial Well Garden, with a mausoleum built over the well.
(Source: https://victorianweb.org/sculpture/marochetti/30.html, accessed

The East India Company strengthened their post and o7 16" Jub, 2021)

punished the mutineers under the leadership of James

George Neill. But the rebellions threatened them and raided the suburbs. Steamers were sent through Ganga
river, from Allahabad to assist the British. They were sent to Bithoor, but were unable to fight the rebellions.
Havelock returned from Unnao in 16™ August, and restored control over the region. The Rajas of Sachendi
and Shivrajpur pleaded for truce. However, they were denied. The British armies continued to besiege the
parganas within Kanpur. By December, 1857 they regained control across the entire district.”” Sati Chauraha
Ghat was renamed Massacre ghat due to the killing of English men and women by Nana Saheb. Bibighar was
demolished and the British laid a memorial garden commemorating the lost lives.**

Post the Mutiny, the British majorly contributed to the development of the district. Kanpur city was

33 Nevill, H. R., District Gazetteers of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Vol. XIX, Cawnpore, Government Press, United Provinces, Allahabad, 1909, pg. 217-
222

34 https://www.livehistoryindia.com/story/history-daily/massacre-ghat/, accessed on 15/07/2021
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strengthened as a military base and a trade centre. The location of the city along Ganga allowed for ease
in trade of raw materials to Calcutta. By 1860 AD, T '
the East India Company established several leather
industries here.”> The leather industry flourished
in Kanpur as the British troops settled within the
Kanpur Cantt. area demanded a need for boots,
saddlery and harness. The industries that were set up
included Government Harness and Saddlery Factory
and Copper Allen and Company.*

4.1.9. 1947 AD to Present

Figure 24 Market Street in Kanpur city, during the British era.
. (Source: http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/00glossarydata/
Kanpur was also visited by the freedom fighters, places/kanpur/kanpur.htmi, accessed on 16" July, 2021)

Chandra Shekhar Azad and Sardar Bhagat Singh,
who fought for the independence of the country during mid-20" century AD. Post-independence, several
initiatives were undertaken by the government to improve the infrastructure across the district. While

Kanpur city is renowned as the industrial capital of
the region, the leather industry declined post 1947.
The number of tanneries within the city also reduced
considerably, as the factories polluted river Ganga.
Most of the raw material was exported to Calcutta,
Unnao or other foreign, eastern countries.”
However, in 1970 the importance of the leather
industry increased. The city continues to be one of
the biggest exporters of leather in the world. Cotton
textile is another important industry of the district.*®

i

Figure 25 Massacre Ghat, Kanpur City.
(Source: https://kanpur.tourismindia.co.in/massacre-ghat-kanpur,
accessed on 16" July, 2021)

35 http://kmc.up.nic.in/Introduction.htm, accessed on 15/07/2021
36 https://www.kanpuronline.in/city-guide/kanpur-leather-city, accessed on 15/07/2021
37 https://sabrangindia.in/article/after-240-years-kanpur-leather-industry-verge-permanent-closure-annual-loss-1200-crores, accessed on 15/07/2021

38 https://www.kanpuronline.in/city-guide/kanpur-leather-city, accedded on 15/07/2021
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4.2, Historical Timeline
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5. Significance of Kanpur

The historical evolution of Kanpur district exhibits layers of multiple ruling dynasties since the prehistoric
era. They majorly influenced the architectural character of the terrain over the years. The district comprises
distinct archaeological, religious, cultural, natural and an architectural significance which has evolved and
sustained through the years.

5.1. Archaeological and Historical Significance

The archaeological findings along Ganga within the district reveal the existence of civilization since the Iron
Age, prior to the Northern Black Polished Ware period. Most of the excavations were carried out towards the
south of the district, closer to Yamuna river. The discoveries in Kanpur, within the 5-km offset of Ganga, have
been summarized below.

a) Sherds of Northern Black Polished Ware, Grey
Ware and Red Slipped Ware were found in the
ancient mound in Jajmau along Ganga, towards
the eastern side of Kanpur city. The excavations
revealed an entire civilization with traces of the
town planning techniques adopted 3000 years
ago. Iron implements, ivory bangles and terracotta
figurines

b) Fragments of the Northern Black Polished Ware
were also found near Valmiki Ashram in Bithoor.!
Bronze arrows and spearheads belonging to the

Copper and Bronze period were discovered in  Figure 26 Archaeological Mound in Jajmau, Kanpur City.

Ramel Village, in the southern outskirts of Bithoor. (Source: http://www.kanpurcity.com/about/citymn3.html, accessed on 20™
July, 2021)

¢) Architectural remains, pedestals of Jain images and medieval terracotta artefacts were found in Makanpur,
approximately 6km from the Ganga river bank, in Bilhaur tehsil.?

d) Stone sculptures of the medieval period, representing Vishnu, Shiva, Parvati, etc., along with remains of
door jambs and lintels were excavated from Manpur in Bilhaur tehsil.* Radhan village, to the north-west of
Manpur, was also surveyed for food grains which belong an overlapping time period of the Northern Black
Polished Ware and Painted Grey Ware.*

Other explorations and excavations revealed fragments of stone images, terracotta objects, jars, pottery,
remains of Northern Black Polished Ware across the district. Several artefacts were discovered along Yamuna
river, in Musanagar, and in settlements in the central region of the distruct, such as Bhitargaon. The findings
revealed architectural remains of the Kushana and Gupta Empire.

1 Ghosh, A., Director General of Archaeology in India, Indian Archaeology 1955-56 - A Review, Archaeology Survey of India, New Delhi, pg.71

2 Ghosh, A., Director General of Archaeology in India, Indian Archaeology 1982-83 - A Review, Archaeology Survey of India, New Delhi, 1993, pg.139
3 Ghosh, A., Director General of Archaeology in India, Indian Archaeology 1985-86 - A Review, Archaeology Survey of India, New Delhi, 1993, pg.116
4 Ghosh, A., Director General of Archaeology in India, Indian Archaeology 1986-87 - A Review, Archaeology Survey of India, New Delhi, 1993, pg.131
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The present-day Kanpur weaves the historicity of the district, suggesting civilizations to have been established
since 1300-1200 BC. The findings resulted in the confirmation of the existence of ancient civillization in the
Gangetic plains. Over the years the old cities underwent political invasion and natural causes, to transform
into surviving evidences of the past.

5.2. Religious Significance

Kanpur district has been mentioned in the Mahabharata and Ramayana texts. Some of the major events took
place near Bithoor. Lord Brahma finished creating the world here, where he performed the ashwamedha
yajna. This spot was known as Brahmavarta, which means ‘Seat of Brahma’ Bithoor city also comprises an
ancient mound which is known as the spot where Dhruva worshipped Lord Vishnu on one foot, and was
granted an eternal life by the lord, as a star. It is known as the Dhruva tara or North star. In Mahabharata,
Shivrajpur in Bilhaur tehsil was the birthplace of Ashwathama. The village was also the place where Guru
Dronacharya taught archery to the Pandavas and Kauravas. As per Ramayana, Valmiki composed the sacred
text here, where he also built his ashram. After Ram and Lakshman rescued Sita from Ravana, Sita was exiled
to present-day Bithoor city. She spent several years here, and gave birth to Ram’s twin sons, Luv and Kush, at
the ashram.

Over the years, several temples were built to commemorate the mythological legends of Kanpur district.
In Bithoor, Brahmavarta Ghat was built as a tribute to Lord Brahma. A nail from the horseshoe was found
embedded along the ghats. As per ancient scripts, Brahma established the Brahmeshwar Mahadev Mandir
at this spot, dedicated to Lord Shiva. Several pilgrims visit the sacred ghats and take a holy dip in Ganga on
a daily basis. Valmiki Ashram within the city was also developed as a religious landmark. It comprises Sita

Figure 27 Brahmeshwar Nath Mandir, Brahmavarta Ghat, Bithoor Figure 28 Valmiki Ashram, Bithoor.

(Source:  https://www.knocksense.com/kanpurs-brahmavart-ghat-is-a-must-visit-  (Source: https://www.hinduscriptures.in/travel/historical/

for-its-religious-significance-natural-splendour, accessed on 20" July, 2021) valmiki-ashram-bithoor, accessed on 30" June, 2021)
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Rasoi, Sita Kund, etc. within the complex, depicting excerpts from the mythological legend. In Shivrajpur, the
Chandel Raja, Shivraj Deo, built an exquisitely carved temple as a tribute to Ashwathama. Many devotees visit
the temple during the Sawan month, and Nagapanchami.

Kanpur district is intersected by the Grand Trunk Road which was a frequently traveled by many saints, the
Afghans, Turks and Mughals during the medieval period. As they settled along the river and established their
rule across the district, many mosques, tombs and dargahs were built throughout the region. The tomb of
Badi-ud-din in Masanpur is an important landmark, built for the sain who traveled to the region. A tomb is
worshipped in Jajmau, over the ancient mound, which was built by Feroz Shah Tughlaq for Hazrat Makhdoom
Shah Baba. As per local belief, the sufi saint had cursed and overturned the ancient city of Jajmau.

O
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Figure 29 Hazrat Makhdoom Ali Tomb, Jajmau, Kanpur Figure 30 Khereshwar Mahadev Temple, Shivrajpur, Bilhaur
(Source: www.google.com/maps/, accessed on 20" July, 2021) (Source: http://kanpurshivrajpur.blogspot.com/2012/01/khershwar-
temple-shivrajpur.html, accessed on 20" June, 2021)

5.3. Natural Significance

The natural terrain of Kanpur district has been majorly influenced by the shift in the river course of Ganga.
Due to the location of the dense Kanpur city along the high banks of Ganga, it has rarely been flooded in the
past. Yamuna river passes through the southern part of the district, and the intermediary region comprises
a network of tributaries and canals. The central region of the district is slightly shallow as compared to the
higher banks towards the two river to the north and south. The rich, fertile land along the riverbank yields
rich crops, with several villages in the tehsils surviving on an agrarian economy.

The river has majorly contributed in the development of Kanpur city. The river route interlinked the major
British ports across the Northern and Eastern provinces. It was established as a major centre for trade and
commerce. Many industries were set up for the manufacture of leather. Its strategic location across the
Awadh territory with the river acting as a natural defense also increased its political importance. Thus, the
British stationed their military base in the Kanpur Cantonment area. Urbanization over the years led to the
establishment of the settlements across the district, which were initially planned only along the river.
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Figure 31Ganga river flowing along the ghats of Kanpur city.
(Source: https://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-ngt-to-resume-hearing-on-ganga-pollution-kanpur-tanneries-issue-2404560, accessed on 30" June,
2021)

5.4. Architectural Significance

The architectural heritage of the district exhibits the historical evolution of Kanpur. It dates back to the
prehistoric times, however most of the architectural elements have disappeared with time. The architectural
landscape is a result of the religious, cultural, political and economical significance of the district. Ganga river
and the Grand Trunk Road, laid along the river, attracted several rulers, saints, travelers and pilgrims. Several
rulers established their stronghold throughout the region, and introduced advanced construction methods
and techniques across the district. A major Maratha architectural influence is witnessed in Bithoor city, while
the British architectural style is predominant in Kanpur city, along Ganga.

i : : !
Figure 32 Mahakaleshwar Temple, Patthar Ghat, Bithoor Figure 33 Hazrat Makhdoom Ali Tomb, Jajmau, Kanpur
(Source: https://www.tornosindia.com/bithoor/#.YQCo1l4zbDxc, (Source: http://www.qutbulmadar.com/, accessed on 20" July, 2021)

accessed on 20" July, 2021)
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Kanpur district was traversed by the Turko-Afghans since 12 century AD, post the victory of Muhammad
Ghori over Raja Jayachandra. Consequently, the district came under the rule of the Mamluk, followed by
Tughlaq dynasty. Mosques, tombs and dargahs were built by many rulers, including the Badi-ud-din tomb
in Makanpur which was visited by many Mughal rulers as well. The Hazrat Makhdoom Shah Baba tomb
was built over the archaeological mound in Jajmau, by Feroz Shah Tughlaq in 1358AD. Several local Rajput
chieftans also established settlements and built temples and palaces within the district. Clusters of settlements
scattered along the river bank comprise residences depicting a vernacular architectural style.

The architecture of Kanpur is considerably influenced by the trade-related activities and the First War of
Independence fought against the British in 1857. Bithoor city was granted to Peshwa Baji Rao II in 1818,
which was passed on to Nana Saheb in 1851 AD. He built a fort enclosing a palace in the city centre, which
presently comprises a museum and a memorial garden to Nana Saheb. Maratha palaces and temples were
also built along the ghats. The Peshwa built a watch tower near Valmiki ashram to keep vigil on the activities
along Ganga. The ghats, chattris and baradaris in Bithoor were also built by several local Rajas from the
neighbouring districts.

During late 18" century AD the British apprehended the importance of Kanpur city owing to its location
along Ganga. While capturing and strengthening their hold over the Northern Provinces, they managed
to defeat the rising Maratha empire in Kanpur district, to capture the riverbanks. The British built several
leather and cotton-weaving industries within the city. They also established a cantonment area, due to the
natural defense of the city. The cantonment comprises the Wheeler’s Entrnechment, Bibighar Memorial, All
Soul’s Cathedral, Gora Kabristan, etc. Each marks an episode from the Revolt of 1857. Post the war, they
strengthened their hold on the city and district. They established several civic and institutional buildings
such as the Old Railway Station, Methodist School and Church, etc. The colonial architectural features of the
buildings clearly distinguish the cantonment area from the built heritage across the region.

3 - '.:i-g‘l-. .
Figure 34 Kanpur Central Railway Station, Kanpur City Figure 35 Memorial Well Garden, Kanpur
(Source: Primary Survey, AH Division team) (Source: http://neilpenn5.blogspot.com/2016/11/day-12-kanpur.
html, accessed on 20" July, 2021)
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6. Architectural Description

Kanpur district displays a diverse archirtectural landscape, showcasing multiple architectural features and
stylesadopted over the years. The different building typologies spread across the district reflect a comprehensive
understanding of political, military and industrial evolution over centuries. Since most of the buildings
were built by the British, Colonial architecture style dominates the character of Kanpur city. However, some
localities within the city and across the villages of the district have an amalgamation of Mughal and Rajputana
style of architecture. The overall development and expansion of the city is evident by the building typologies
like residential, commercial, military, industrial etc. and their architecture styles.

6.1 Settlement study of Kanpur city

Kanpur, upto the later half of 18th century, was only scattered clusters of small villages with mud houses of
peasants. There were four main villages- Old Kanpur. Sisamau, Kursaun, and Patkapur. The area was till then
under the varying administration of the rulers of Kannauj, Kora and Kalpi and there are no records of any
significant events or development in this region at this time.> The British called it ‘a lonely stretch of land’
between Bithoor and Jajmau.

In 1773, a treaty was signed between the Nawab of Awadh and East India Company. Kanpur was chosen as a
site of a trading company by the East India Company and by 1778, Kanpur was established as a military station
for the Awadh local military forces. These military forces, earlier stationed near Bilgram in Hardoi, were
shifter to Kanpur for protection of the European traders who would settle here and also for the protection of
Awadh from the Marathas. The military base was set up along the entire river side strip between Old Kanpur
and Jajmau.’ It developed and expanded in three sections: a) the houses built on the prime site along the river
bank, b) behind them a long straight row of crude huts for the soldiers, and, c) behind those the huddled
huts and crowded bazaars that served the needs of the military force.” The encampment started expanding
rapidly and by 1801, by defeating the Marathas, it became the largest and the most important military base
in the North India.

This growth further attracted merchants and traders to establish their business in the city and the presence
of a large army also demanded local supply of food, cloth and leather products. This was the inception of the
leather and cloth industry of Kanpur which flourished over centuries and defined the evolution of the present
day Kanpur city. Several small scale industries were set up for manufacture of indigo and cotton ginning as
well. River Ganga was the main source of transportation for long distance trade. The major trade ghats were
Magzine ghat, Aspatal (hospital) ghat, Parmat (permit) ghat, Sarsaiya ghat, Gola ghat and Satichauraha
(Massacre) ghat. By this time, the canal was also built to support the trading channels. The inflow of the
trade and commerce in the city demanded setting up of civil, administrative and social amenities. The civil
headquarters with its courts, treasury, jail, hospital, school and revenue offices was built toward the west in
Nawabganj.? The cantoment added buildings like theatre, race course, school and church for the European
population.’ By 1857, Kanpur had become a prosperous military and trade centre of India.

5 Nevill, H. R., District Gazetteers of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Vol. XIX, Cawnpore, Government Press, United Provinces, Allahabad, 1909
6 Ali, S.A. 1970, The Urban Geograpgy of Kanpur, The University of London, London, pg 29

7 Trevelyan, G.O., Cawnpore, Asian Educational Services, New Delhi, 2006

8 Ali, S.A. 1970, The Urban Geograpgy of Kanpur, The University of London, London

9 Trevelyan, G.O., Cawnpore, Asian Educational Services, New Delhi, 2006
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Figure 36 Old map of Kanpur city in 1857

(Source: Ali, Syed Asif. The Urban Geography of Kanpur, M.Phil. Thesis. University of London, London. 1970)
The Revolt of 1857 had a major impact on the city. As
the uprise started in Meerut, Aligarh and Farrukabad,
it reached the largest European encampment of Kanpur
and the escaping European population was besieged by
Nana Sahib. Then men were killed on the spot and the
women were held captive in Savada Kothi, the residence
of Nana Sahib during this time. Soon the cantonment
was under attack and General Wheeler, then
commander of Kanpur, hastily made an entrenchment
near his house to provide protection to the European
population. However, the entrenchment was attacked
continuously for 21 days, till when General Wheeler
agreed truce with Nana Sahib for safe transportation
to Allahabad by boats. When at Sati-Chauraha ghat to
catch the boats for Allahabad, General Wheeler and

" i Figure 37 Massacre Ghat after the Revolt of 1857, Kanpur
his force were attacked by the natives and everyone was (Source: https://www.kanpurbn.com/kanpur-history/, accessed on 20"

killed. The women and children were taken to Bibighar April 2022)
and held captive there.

A new commander, General Havelock, was immediately appointed for Kanpur, however, just before his arrival,
the women and children at Bibighar were killed and their bodies were thrown in the well opposite Bibighar.
By the time the new commander, General Havelock arrived in Kanpur, Nana Sahib’s army had withdrawn to
Bithoor. They rebuilt the bridge of boats and an entrenchment to guard the approach to it on either side. The
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relieved forces of Lucknow were brought in to Kanpur.'

Soon afterwards, under the command of General |
Windham, there was another attack on Kanpur by the
Gwalior Contingent of Maratha soldiers led by Tantia
Tope. The soldier burnt everything, the houses, schools,
Assembly Rooms, old civil station at Nawabganj,
bazaars of Kalpi road and Christ Church. After a long
aggressive battle, the Gwalior Contingency left Kanpur
and Christmas Day service was held in a roofless Christ
Church.

In 1858, as the British regained their hold, they rewarded
the locals who supported them during the uprising

and fined the ones who supported the Maraths. "[hey Figure 38 General Wheeler’s entrenchment at Cawnpore in June 1857

even destroyed some temples along the ghats. The city (Source: https://www.newsl $.com/photogallery/mdm/l.60—.
] years-of-the-revolt-of-1857-images-of-the-first-war-of-indian-
of Kanpur was heaVllY ﬁnelY and the money collected independence-1397879.html, accessed on 20" April, 2022)
was used to revive and rebuild the civil and cantonment
buildings. The new civil station was set up on the west side of the canal with all important offices like the civil

courts, collectorate, police lines and jail and the cantonment was shifted in towards east."

A Memorial Well Garden was built over the well opposite Bibighar, in memory of the European martyrs.
The garden was spread in an area of about 60 acres with a stone screen of Gothic style which enclosed a
statue of an angel built on the site of the massacre well. The statue of weeping angel was carved by renowned
sculptor Baron Carlo Marochetti. Post independence the screen and the statue were relocated near All Soul’s
Cathedral.? In 1862, the foundation stone for All Soul’'s Church was laid in memory of those who died during
the mutiny, located at the site of Wheeler’s residence and entrenchment. Designed in Lombardo- Gothic style
and built using stone and brick, the church had tablet, panels and stained glass dedicated to the martyrs."

The East India Railway line reached Kanpur in 1859. In order to revive the industries, a Cawnpore Cotton
Committee was established in 1860 followed by the establishment of the first mill by Hugh Maxwell, Elgin
Cotton Spinning & Weaving Company Ltd. The Government Harness Factory (Ordnance Factory)was also
established for manufacturing of leather harness and saddlery required by the army. These were transported
all around India via water and railways. Kanpur rapidly developed as an industrial town and workers from
different parts of India and Britain came to Kanpur for jobs. The important mills of Kanpur were- Muir
Mill, Lalimli (earlier known as Cawnpore Woolen and Army Cloth Manufacturing Company Ltd.), New
Victoria and Cooper Allen. Indigo production and leather tanneries were also established at a large scale in
and around the city. Collectorganj was built as a large commercial market. Other public amenities were also
developed like the first road, Halsey Road, pumping station for water supplies and banks like the Bank of
Bengal and Allahabad Bank was built. The city now comprised of mohallas of brick houses for the residents,
including community housing sections known as Hathas and with the increasing pressure of business
activities, several shop-cum-dwelling structures were also built. Kanpur saw a very rapid growth from 1861
to 19911. It increased mainly by the large scale reconstruction in the cantonment and by the development of
a new civil area, railways and industrial development.

10 Yalland, Zoe. “Boxwallahs: The British in Cawnpore 1857- 1901, Michaell Russell Publishing Ltd., 1994

11 Ali, S.A. 1970, The Urban Geograpgy of Kanpur, The University of London, London

12 Yalland, Zoe. “Boxwallahs: Traders and Nabobs The British in Cawnpore 1765- 1857, Michaell Russell Publishing Ltd., 1994
13 Yalland, Zoe. “Boxwallahs: The British in Cawnpore 1857- 1901, Michaell Russell Publishing Ltd., 1994
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Figure 39 Evolution Map of Kanpur city, civil and industrial sector, pre & post the Revolt of 1857
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)
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Figure 40 Evolution of cantonment in Kanpur, from British to present day
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)
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6.2 Settlement study of Bithoor

The town of Bithoor has its historical association from the mythological times. According to Ramayan, Sita
and her sons were living here at Valmiki Ashram when the sons caught his horse. Bithoor city also comprises
an ancient mound which is known as the spot where Dhruva worshipped Lord Vishnu on one foot, and was
granted an eternal life by the lord, as a star. The Bhramavarta ghat is marked by the horse shoe imbedded
by Lord Brahma after he celebrated the completion of the creation by a horse sacrifice. Even though the
association is mythological the structures were built during the Maratha period in Bithoor, when Bithoor
became their administrative headquarters from 1811 to 1819, major markets were developed during this
period. Afterwards it became the residence of Baji Rao Peshwa who received the town as a grant from the
British. The grant was confiscated as the adopted son of Baji Rao, Nana Sahib rebelled with the British.
The palace built by Baji Rao was raised to the ground by the British after the revolt of 1857 and today only
the walls and well remain. A portion of Bithoor’s land was sold to descedants of Peshwa family , known as
Subhedar Sahib, in 1895. The title and some ownership of land is still continued today. Later Raja Tikait Rao,
minister from Awadh, built a baradari at Baradari Ghat in Indo-saracenic style. The river banks of Bithoor
has a long cluster of ghats, shrines and houses. By 1895, the town had its own administrative buildings like
post office, police station, dispensary etc. Under the rule of Almas Ali Khan, some additions were made in the
town, two of the significant ones being the mosques built by him. Today, the town of Bithoor is an important
religious town for the Hindus.
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Figure 41 Evolution of Bithoor town
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)
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6.3 Building Typology

The various stages of development in Kanpur district can also be understood by the typology of the buildings,
i.e, their functionality and architecture style. It also depicts the lifestyle and requirements of the communities
with the overall social, cultural and political context of the larger settlement which surrounds the building.

i. Residential

The residential structures built over time can be categorized based on their scale, architectural style and
planning. The character of these residences narrates the time it was built, ownership and social requirements.

(a) The traditional community housing of Kanpur, called Hatthas, are commonly found across the city. These
are usually narrow houses of two floors, built in a adjoining each other, forming U shape around an open
space. Each Hattha has its own gateway and some public buildings like school, dispensary or a temple.
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Figure 42 Layout of Kailash Hattha, Kanpur city Figure 43 Residences in Kailash Hattha, Kanpur city

(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) (Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)

Figure 45 Gateway of Kailash Hattha, Kanpur city
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) (Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)
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(b) The colonial residences are mainly located in the present day cantonment, however, few are also found
around the city that were part of the old cantonment or built by the British for government administrative
officers. The typical style of these residences in a single store, linear layout with pitched roof. These bungalows
have open area on all four sides. Rows of such houses are found along the roads of cantonment.

Figure 46 Bangaliya Bungalow, Gwaltoli. Kanpur City Figure 47 Layout of MES Bungalow in Kanpur Cantonment
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) (Source: Copy of original drawing from, G.E. Office, Kanpur Cantt.)

(c) With the boom in industrial and commercial sector, mixed used building were built along the commercial
streets of the city. These double storey residences have shops in the front and residence at the back or on the
first floor. These buildings are of two or three storey and have a mix of colonial and regional architectural
elements.

Figure 48 Nayaganj Settlement along Mall Road, Kanpur City Figure 49 Banwari Sadan
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) (Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)
ii. Civic

Most of the civic buildings such as post office, courts, hospitals etc. are from the Colonial period, hence
Colonial architecture is prominent in them. Some of the buildings built after independence have also been
inspired by the same. These feature semi-circular arches with protruding keystone and quoins, band of cornice
and are built with bricks. The railways was also a ma)or development in Kanpur and a grand railway station
was built in Indo-saracenic style. &

™
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Figure 50 Cawnpore Kotwali, Kanpur City Figure 51 McRobert Hospital, Kanpur City
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) (Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)

Figure 52 Pumping Station, Kanpur City Figure 53 Kanpur Central Jail, Kanpur City
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) (Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)

iii. Institutional

Several of the institutional buildings were built in.

Kanpur during the Colonial period, to cater the needs | 2o
of the British officials and their families residing in ""_'—I—""' =T, =
the city. The most common institutional building are jGeeas e

mrrrre— g e T

schools, specially Christian schools like- St. Mary’s ' r 3 ' TN
School, Christ Church College, Methodist High School, il i M L,
etc. These buildings are built in Colonial architectural
style with long corridors having semi-circular arches,
, highlighted keystone, cornice bands, quoins and
dentils. However, some of the buildings also have
other architectural style elements too like Gothic style
windows, Rajputana jharokhas, etc. There is a medical
college in St. Catherine Hospital. Also, there used to be
two orphanages - Hindu and Muslim, in Kanpur.

Figure 54 St. Mary’s School, Kanpur city
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)
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Figure 55 DAV School , Kanpur city Figure 56 Cawnpore Hindu Orphanage, Kanpur city
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) (Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)

iv. Religious

Being an important district along the banks of river Ganga, several traders and merchants came and settled
here, building their religious buildings. These have been inspired by various styles in use during their time of
construction.

(a) Churches

The city of Kanpur was the most important military base for the British since 1778 and by 1857, it had
the highest population of British officials in North India. In order to cater for their religious needs, several
churches, of varying scale were built around the city. The Chirst Church is one of the oldest church of the
city. The typical layout of the churches is linear with the main foyer at the front, pillared aisles and nave
in the interior and the apse at the end. Some of the large churches also have a tall bell tower at one end.
These churches, built by the British, have a strong Gothic style influence with pointed arches, stained class
windows, etc. The St. Patricks Church, is an Irish church built in the cantonment for the Irish officers in
British regiments. Another important church, All Soul’s Cathedral, as described in section 6.1, was built to
commemorate the British martyrs of the Revolt of 1857, at the site of Wheeler’s entrenchment.

Figure 57 Layout of Christ Church Figure 58 Christ Church, Kanpur city
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) (Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)
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Figure 59 All Soul’s Cathedral, Kanpur city Figure 60 St. Patrick’s Church, Kanpur city

(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) (Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)
(b) Temples

There are many temples in Kanpur district built in local traditional architectural style. While many temples
have been influenced by Islamic features and have incorporated modern architectural style. The typical temple
layour consisits of “garbha-griha” or the space where pilgrims gather and the intermediate space “mandapa”
The “shikhara” or spire is the main element that covers the garbha-griha.

(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) (Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)

(c) Mosques and Dargahs

Kanpur district was never under the direct rule of the Mughal empire, however, the Nawabs of Awadh had a
strong influence over the district. Also, with the industrial growth of the town, several traders and merchants
came and settled here building mosques and dargahs according to their religious needs. Mosques with simple
rectangular layout constituting three “Gumbad” or domes with subtle or no ornamentation were built. The
inner part of the mosque consists of “Mehrab” or a niche, that indicate the gibla (direction of Mecca), and
into which the imam prays.

]
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Figure 63 Layout of Jinnato wali Masjid, Jajmau
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)

Figure 64 Jinnato wali Masjid, Jajmau
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)

L

Figure 65 Eidgah at Najabgarh
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)

(d) Ghats

Figure 66 Almas Ali Khan ki Masjid, Bithoor
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)

Both, the city of Kanpur and Bithoor have a very strong river front, with a long series of ghats. Although, the
ghats of Kanpur served both religious as well as trading purpose for the population of the city.

Figure 67 Baradari Ghat, Bithoor .. Figure 68 Magzine Ghat, Kanpur city
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) " (Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)
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v. Industrial

As discussed in the previous sections, Kanpur city was developed as an industrial town by th British in 1801,
though at that time, there were only small scale industries in the town. Post the Revolt of 1857, large scale
industries were built for cotton spinning, leather tanneries and articles, military supplies and indigo. The core
areas of the town were taken by the cotton, wool and jute industries, most important of them being- Elgin
Mill, Muir Mill, Lalimli Mill and New Victoria Mill. The tanneries were majorly located in Jajmau. A large
indigo production unit ‘indigo vats” was built by General Martin of Lucknow, ruins of which can still be seen
today. The production unit for military supplies in today under the Indian Army as Ordnance Factory.

Figure 69 Old Sketch of Lalimli Mill, earlier known as Cawnpore Cotton and Army Cloth Manufacturing Company
(Source: Scan from “Boxwallahs: Traders and Nabobs The British in Cawnpore 1765- 1857, Yalland, Zoe, Michaell Russell Publishing Ltd., 1994)

1o Pl W e

o
Figure 70 Lalimli Mill, present day Kanpur city Figure 71 Neel factory in Najafgarh
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) (Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)
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vi. Commercial

With the rapid growth of industries and trade, the commercial markets of Kanpur city grew. In the heavy
inflow of traders, several large scale market complexes were built for wholesale trading. These buildings were
built in Colonial style and usually had two floors, ground floor having shops and the first floor used for offices
and godowns.

Figure 72 Market street in Kanpur city Figure 73 Charles and Company, Kursawan, Kanpur city
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) (Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)

vii. Cemeteries

Kanpur city has a large British cemetery, Gora cemetery or Kacheri cemetery for the British officers in Kanpur.
Later Subedar ka Talab cemetery and Commonwealth cemeteries were also laid for the British officers. Apart
for the Christian cemeteries, an Islamic cemetery (kabristan) is also found in Najabgarh village

Figure 74 Kacheri Cemetery in Kanpur city
(Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team) (Source: Primary survey, INTACH AHD Team)
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6.4 Evolution pattern in the architecture of present day Kanpur

Kanpur district showcases a rich repository of the built heritage, which has evolved tremendously over time.
The architecture of various buildings along the banks of river Ganga, adds to the cultural landscape of the
district. The archaeological mound of Jajmau (Jajmau settlement) was rich, however the exact history of
evolution of the settlement is not know. As discussed earlier, before the 18th century, not much was found
along the belt of this district. A major development was started in the early 19th century, however, most of it
was destroyed during the Revolt of 1857. It was after that in 1860, that the British decided to revive the city as
a strong industrial and military base due to its strategic location along the banks of river Ganga. The number
of historic buildings present in the district also edify the fact that the built settlement of Kanpur primarily
expanded in the 19" century and rapidly bloomed to its peak.

As discussed in the previous chapters, the architectural typologies and settlement pattern of Patna was
limited before the arrival of the British. The architecture during the British period, included primarily civic,
industrial and military buildings. Churches and cemeteries were also built to cater to the English settlements.
Various recreational zones, such as ghats, gardens, clubs etc, were also built during the 19" and 20™ century
AD. The architectural typologies of Kanpur and its evolution over ages has been in adherence with the arrival
of different traders and merchants and the architectural knowledge systems they brought with them. It is also
to be noted that even though many sites are historic, the buildings have been re-constructed in the recent
years. However, due to the historic significance of the site, the same has been included in the documentation.
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Figure 76 Graph showing the percentage of built heritage in Kanpur district from different time periods
(Source: As per primary survey done on site, INTACH AHD Team)
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Figure 77 Pie chart showing the percentage of heritage buildings according to its property use, across the district
(Source: As per primary survey done on site, INTACH AHD Team)
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7. Approach and Methodology

The term ‘Built Heritage’ is a fluid term constituting a diverse array of elements. From individual buildings, to
entire precincts of towns, monuments, structures, gardens and landscapes. Heritage is about the value people
attach to places and creating local identity and distinctiveness. Kanpur District has innumerable values and
their significance associated with centuries. On the whole, the areas represent Indian heritage and culture.

The purpose of this report is to identify the built heritage of Kanpur District which defines the present city
and to derive its association with the river Ganga. The aim to understand the importance of the river in the
historic timeline of the city and analyze the architectural characteristics based on this information. For the
purpose of this study a boundary was defined at a distance of 5km from the bank of the river on both the
sides.

The listing process comprised the preparation of inventories of heritage buildings and sites with respect to
their cultural, architectural and historic significance. Following are the elaborated tasks at various stages:

7.1 Literature Study

This stage included the procuring of all existing information, lists and database available from the secondary
sources such as national archives, ASI library, INTACH documentation centre etc.

It started with the identification of reliable sources. The various sources including gazetteers, travel books,
and several other specialized books containing information about the architecture and history of the area to
be listed/documented was gathered. Secondary research on all documentation that has been done so far on
Kanpur District was carried out at this stage.

Secondly important places and building were selected based on following selection criteria:
« Historic archaeological significance

« Mythical or associational significance of the place

« Pilgrim and tourist preference for visit to the place

« Mention in literature and maps

« Typologies

o Accessibility

The archival research and documentation of the cultural assets in terms of its history, old photographs,
drawings, maps, people associated, occasions, ceremonies or festivals celebrated in the building and region
was done with the help of available secondary sources. This included, the built form and settlement pattern
that helped understand the significance of the heritage assets and analyze its association with the river Ganga.

7.2 Primary Site Survey

A format was prepared for the collection of data from the site that covered all the important aspects to be
studied. The forms broadly included the following:
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Form: Mapping of Built Heritage

» Name of Town & Property

« Approachability & GIS Location

« Typology & sub-typology

o Brief historical and contextual description
o Cultural significance

o Architectural description

o Ownership & Management

o Uses both historic and current

« State of Conservation

« Association with Ganga (direct or indirect)
o Threats to the heritage property

Grading Criteria: The grading criteria for the heritage assets is based on its Archaeological, Historical,
Architectural, Social, Religious and Natural significance.

The selected sites in Kanpur District were visited for Primary Survey. The on-site tasks included:
o Cross checking of data, collected from secondary sources

« Finding additional information from local sources

« Filling up of prepared formats

« Analyzing the local significances of such assets

7.3 Filling Inventories

The most commonly used technique in documenting cultural heritage through written means are inventories,
supported by photographs. An inventory of a historic neighborhood uses building dates; type, size, and
opulence of the structures; and comparisons of original, subsequent and contemporary uses to show how
a neighborhood and its economy developed and changed, and how historical research provides context,
chronology, description, interpretation, and assessment for architectural and engineering documentation.
Research forms the basis for identifying significant structures, the initial step in the documentation.

The inventories have 3 basic divisions on Identification, Description and Additional Information. The
inventory formats have been filled using primary data collected at site as well as secondary information
obtained from various sources. The sources of information have been mentioned in the inventories.
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7.4 GIS Mapping

Geographical Information System (GIS) is a tool for the establishment of integrating spatial and attribute
data. The listed properties are mapped in the maps in order to identify the Heritage Zones and their proximity
to the river in order to understand its contextual properties. All maps include basic information of the locality
in context to the overall district, proximity from the river and major roads in the area.

Overlaying and combining information in GIS with considerable analysis and visualization methods can
provide an important contribution for the sustainable development of the historic areas. This tool can be
really helpful in identifying, analyzing and managing which have ample of scope for development through
their varied natural and built heritage. Beyond that further usage should be considered in preservation of
monuments and historic buildings, in different planning procedures, local history and education.
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Figure 78 GIS Mapping Methodology
Source: As per primary survey done on site

7.5 Compiled Data

The final report with all the required data has been completed, compiled and submitted with:
» Filled forms of all listed buildings
« GIS Maps with the heritage assets

Note: The GIS map of the entire district of Patna is marked as Zone A. This zone further divides into
26-subzones (eg: A1,A2,A3...for Kanpur District), according to their respective areas, which are mentioned
on each map. All inventories and maps are allocated a reference number. In order to locate an inventory, a
particular map number (eg: GaD/Knp/M1) is mentioned in the form and the reference number (eg: GaD/
Knp/KNP/01) of the particular inventory can be located.
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