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Ganga River Basin Management (GRBM)
Milestones and Legal foundation
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Ganga River Basin Management Plan (GRBMP)
Coordination Structure

Source: Ganga River Basin Management 

Plan (GRBMP)
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Ganga River Basin Management Plan (GRBMP)
Coordination Structure II

Source: Ganga River Basin Management 

Plan (GRBMP)

- 4 -



Institutional set-up

Natl.      
Ganga 

Council

Empowered Task 
Force (ETF)

National Mission for Clean 
Ganga (NMCG)

State Ganga Commitees

District Ganga Commitees

Headed by 

Prime Minister

Headed by 

Union Minister

Headed by 

Director General

Headed by 

Chief Secretary

Headed by 

District Collector

Source: National Water Academy, Distance Learning Module „Water Governance“. 

URL: https://nwa.mah.nic.in/sdmc/governance/index.htm
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Nine themes

1. Environmental Quality and Pollution

2. Water Resources Management

3. Fluvial Geomorphology

4. Ecology and Biodiversity

5. Socio Economic and Cultural

6. Policy Law and Governance

7. Geo-Spatial Database Management

8. Communication

9. Environmental Flows

Ganga River Basin Management Plan (GRBMP)
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 The Ganga RBMP has done a very comprehensive Basin Characterisation.

 Each assessment report ends with some recommendation

actions to improve the wholesomeness of the river:

 “Aviral Dhara” (Continuous Flow”),

 “Nirmal Dhara”(“Unpolluted Flow”),

 Geologic Entity,

 and Ecological Entity improve the situation.

 However these recommendation actions have not been translated yet

into comprehensive Measures.

Ganga River Basin Management Plan (GRMP)
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Water Resources Monitoring Data

Source: Ministry of Water Resources (2014) Ganga Basin 
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Example: Surface Water Quality

Water Resources Monitoring Data

India Water Resources Information System (WRIS)  36 Real Time Water Quality Monitoring Station (RTWQMS) 

are operational

 Water quality monitoring is carried out 130 locations

 Dissolved Oxygen levels improved at 39 locations, 

Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) decreased at 42 

locations and coliform bacteria count decreased at 47 

locations (2017 vs 2018 data).

 Bio-monitoring of river Ganga at various locations 

(Haridwar to Diamond Harbour in West Bengal) has been 

carried out to study the Benthic Macro Invertebrates, which 

reflects the biological health of river
Source: Press Information Bureau (2018) Year end Review-2018 

Link: http://indiawris.gov.in/
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http://indiawris.gov.in/


Water Resources Monitoring Data – Real time Monitoring
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Hot Spots/Pressures

Urban Pollution

Municipal Wastewater
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Vision Ganga 2017

Source: NMCG (2017) Vision Ganga. Page 14.
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Vision Ganga 2017

I. “Aviral Dhara” (Uninterrupted Flow)

“The flow of water, sediments and other natural constituents of river Ganga
are continuous and adequate over the entire length of the river throughout
the year. Hence in-stream barriers, water diversions and barriers to surface
runoff must be regulated.”

II. “Nirmal Dhara” (Unpolluted Flow)

“The flow in the Ganga river network is bereft of manmade pollution. hence
the river waters in present times should also not be sullied by polluting
human activities.”

[…] the “wholesomeness of national river Ganga”, viewed from a
dynamic perspective, was determined in GRMPB to be the sanctity of the
river system imbibed in the following four points:

Source: NMCG (2017) Vision Ganga. Page 14 
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Vision Ganga 2017

III. Geologic Entity

“The Ganga river system is the earth’s creations of ancient times, which
may not be reparable if damaged. The geological integrity of the entire
basin must therefore be protected.”

IV. Ecological Entity

“The Ganga river system is a delicately structured balance between
various living species and the physical environment, achieved by nature
over thousands of years and vulnerable to irreversible changes.
Overexploitation and unhealthy interferences with the biophysical
resources of the river system must therefore be abandoned outright.”

Source: NMCG (2017) Vision Ganga. Page 14 
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Vision Ganga 2017 – from Vision to 8 Missions (Objectives)

- 15 -



Vision Ganga 2017 – from Vision to 8 Missions (Objectives)
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Vision Ganga 2017 – from Vision to 8 Missions (Objectives)
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 The Vision Ganga has

been drafted in 2017 

from

the Ganga RBMP.

 It identifies some 

Strategic

Steps and Actions.

Vision Ganga 2017 –
Missions in UP and UK

Uttarakhand Uttar Pradesh
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Video – Namami Gange Programme Advertisement

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Crfqx4RB3rg (Duration 4:21 min) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Crfqx4RB3rg
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Continued engagement pre and post webinar

1. For queries and related engagements contact GIZ colleagues:

Delhi Office:

• Dr. Sumit Gautam (sumit.gautam@giz.de) 

• Ms. Chhavi Sharda (chhavi.sharda@giz.de) 

Uttarakhand (Dehradun) Office:

• Mr. Merajuddin Ahmad (merajuddin.ahmad@giz.de)

2.    E-Learning platform - http://78.46.247.119/

( Temporarily hosted on AHT servers and will be transferred to the servers of training institutes.)

Contact: Rania -taha@aht-group.com/ Rebecca - roblick@aht-group.com

http://78.46.247.119/
mailto:taha@aht-group.com/
mailto:roblick@aht-group.com
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