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This publication is the fourth part of the "Wings of Ganga"
series under the "Vibrant Ganga: Book Series" and includes
important wetland and wetland associated birds of the
Ganga River Basin. The representative species were selected
on the basis of the four criteria listed as follows-

International Union for Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources (IUCN) Red list
categories

Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) Appendices

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory
Species of Wild Animals (CMS) Appendices

Indian Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 (IWPA)
Schedules

This book covers 14 families of wetland and wetland
associated birds of Ganga River Basin, represented by

37 species. The species are described through scientific and
common names and are categorized according to their
families. The book also provides information on the
conservation status of the species, taxonomy, key
identifying features, habit and habitat, reproduction ecology
and major threats.
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PREFACE

The Ganga River holds profound mythological significance
within Indian culture, being revered as a "Holy River." This
river basin is the largest in India and provides sustenance to
approximately 650 million people, while also hosting a
diverse aquatic ecosystem across five distinct biogeographic
zones: the Himalaya, Semi-Arid, the Deccan-Peninsula, the
Gangetic Plains and Coastal regions.

India, recognized as one of the world's top 12 mega-
biodiversity countries, supports a remarkable bird
population of about 1301 species. The Ganga basin plays a
pivotal role in the Central Asian Flyway, a significant global
bird migration route. The Gangetic Plains alone supports 177
species of migratory and resident birds, including several
globally threatened waterbirds such as the marbled duck,
ferruginous duck, and curlew sandpiper etc. The existence
and behavior of waterbirds can greatly benefit the variety of
life in water environments. For instance, these birds serve as
significant carriers in spreading plant and animal materials,
which is vital for preserving the overall diversity of wetlands.

In a concerted effort led by the Ministry of Jal Shakti,
through the National Mission for Clean Ganga and the
Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, the "Biodiversity
Conservation and Ganga Rejuvenation” project was initiated
in 2016. In 2020, the project was upscaled for replication in
the entire Ganga River Basin. This project adopts a holistic
approach, addressing ecological, biological, and socio-
economic factors, with the primary goal of devising a
science-based plan to restore aquatic species in the Ganga
River basin by involving various stakeholders.

To ensure active stakeholder engagement in ecological
restoration, it is imperative to sensitize them to the
biodiversity of the Ganga and its tributaries. With this
objective in mind, "Wings of Ganga - Part IV" is presented as
the fourth of the 'Vibrant Ganga' series. This publication
serves as an informative booklet, offering insights into the
avian diversity along the Ganga River. Designed for a broad
audience, including local communities, students, and the
scientific community, it serves as a practical field guide for
species identification and study. The book describes one
critically endangered (CR), five near threatened (NT), one
vulnerable (V) and thirty least concern (LC) species of birds.
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All species belong to

Kingdom: Animalia,
Phylum: Chordata,
Class: Aves

Following color coding is
adopted to describe the
conservation status according
to IUCN Red List.

° Critically Endangered
‘ Endangered

VU Vulnerable

NT Near Threatened

e Least Concern

Following codes were used
for describing migration
status of the species

Extant (Resident)
Extant (Breeding)
Extant (Non-Breeding)

Extant (Passage)

SNHE N

Extant & Vagrant
(Seasonality uncertain)
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