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My young Companions,

"Children are the hands by which we take hold of heaven"

The above quotation by Henry Ward Beechar has inspired me to join hands with you in rejuvenation and 
conservation of our holy river Ganga. I consider your role in the society and believe that your participation 
in this herculean task can improve the present state of our River.

To make the descent of Ganga worthwhile, you are being made a part part of the project - Blended Capacity 
Building Programme for Stakeholders of River Ganga under Namami Gange Programme. Ganga lies at the 
core of our culture and it is our firm belief that your awareness of the complex challenges faced by our 
national river can bring about behavioural change in the society at large. 

Through this booklet, you will be  taken to a journey along the Ganges and its basin. We want to create an 
imprint on you and mould each one of you into responsible adults. This learning process has been tailored 
for your effective engagement with inclusion of maps, quizzes and puzzles.

We consider the potential of a child in contributing towards a cleaner, breathable future. It is our hope 
and expectation to meet with your feelings, thoughts and awareness to foster a sense of belonging for 
River Ganga. We have faith in your tremendous curiosity and capacity & hope that together we can change 
mindsets and take it to practical application.

MESSAGE 
T H E D I R E CTO R G E N E R A L

S . N .  T R I P AT H I
Director General, IIPA
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PREFACE

Assistant Professor, IIPA

Universally and religiously, water is considered a purifying natural symbol. Indian rivers, besides 
being the lifeline for many are considered as manifestations of the divine.  They connect state 
to state, past to present. The Ganges is our sacred river with a culturally significant history. It is 
not just a river but a deity, a cleanser of sins; It is our mother. 

Ganga is a part of India’s rich past. It is a symbol of purity and sanctity. It occupies a central 
space in the collective consciousness of the country, which is why Gangajal is considered the 
holy water. River Ganga, not only fosters exceptionally rich biodiversity, but it also contributes 
heavily to the livelihood of India

It is unfortunate that despite the admiration and reverence invoked by the river, it has become 
a dumping junkyard at innumerable points. Human greed and misconduct have degraded the 
river quality. It is indeed a matter of concern that the river has altered its flow over the years; 
with that, the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has stepped in to keep the river clean, 
pure and healthy for the benefit of existing and future generations. It is a matter of pride for 
IIPA to be entrusted by the project “Blended Capacity Building for Stakeholders of River Ganga” 
under the Namami Gange programme. 

With the aim of conserving and rejuvenating River Ganga,  The ‘Ganges -Children Handbook’ 
has been prepared to make children interact with our national river. The book encompasses 
a holistic view of the river Ganga by posing the challenges and opportunities in and around 
Ganga basin. 

V . K .  S H A R M A
Senior Professor, IIPA

S H Y A M L I  S I N G H

5



“Water is the critical resource issue of our lifetime and our 
children’s lifetime. The health of our waters is the principal 

measure of how we live on the land.” 

– Luna Leopold, Hydrologist
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To develop sustainable and viable economic development for the Ganga basin, 
Namami Gange mission took the lead by integrating people’s participation for 

Ganga Rejuvenation through the visionary concept of Arth Ganga.

One of the major objectives of this programme is to strengthen capacity and 
public awareness and promote multi-sectoral coordination. NMCG emphasises on 
the conservation of River Ganga through building a public opinion by stakeholders’ 
engagement. To facilitate new research initiatives, capacity building, information 
collation and knowledge dissemination through different platforms and at 
multiple places, a knowledge-based institution- Ganga Knowledge Centre (GKC) 

was established for rejuvenation of River Ganga.

We suppose you re wondering why we are here.......
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Ever heard of NMCG?..........

NIRMAL AVIRAL GYAN GANGA JAN GANGA

Sewage Infrastructure

Modular STPs
Decentralized Treatment

Biodiversity Conservation

Afforestation

River Surface Cleaning

Bioremediation

Industrial Pollution
Abatement

Rural Sanitation

Ganga Knowledge
Centre

Ganga Monitoring
Centre

Research and
Development

Ghats & Crematoria

River Front
Development

Ghats cleaning

District Ganga
Committee

Composite Ecological
Task Force

Registered as a society of MoEF&CC (Ministry of External Affairs and Climate Change) on 12th 
August, 2011. Its area of operation is Ganga River Basin. Four defining visions were best suited 
to restore the wholesomeness of River Ganga.
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Implemented by NMCG, Namami Gange is an integrated Ganga conservation 
mission approved by the Union Government in June, 2014 to accomplish the twin 
objective of effective abatement of pollution, conservation and rejuvenation of 

national river Ganga.

Mission of the programme were identified as follows-

MISSIONS

Ecological
Restoration

Nirmal Dhara
unpolluted flow

Sustainable
Agriculture

Disaster 
Management

Aviral Dhara
maintain

continuous flow

Environmental
knowledge 
building

and 
sensitization

Geological
Safeguarding

9



How did we shift towards Basin Based Approach?

GAP: Ganga Action Plan
NRCP: National River Conservation Plan
NGRBA: National Ganga River Basin Authority
NMCG: National Mission for Clean Ganga
SPMGs: State Program Management Groups

GAP I
Focus on main stem of River Ganga
25 Towns covered
260 schemes completed

NRCP
Covered 41 major Rivers of the
country
8 Ganga basin rivers taken up viz
Betwa, Chambal, Ganga, Mahananda,
Mandakini, Ramganga, Yamuna

GAP II
Merged with NRCP in 1996
Taken up works on four
tributaries – Yamuna, Gomti,
Damodar & Mahananda

NGRBA
Chaired by Prime Minister 
of India
NMCG as implementing 
body at
center and SPMGs at 
states

Namami 
Gange
Project under
Separate Ministry for
Ganga Rejuvenation
All 11 Basin states
covered
Conservation
measures for all
tributaries of Ganga

Launched in 1985

Extended from 
GAP I in 1993
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Why was this Approach required for Ganga's Rejuvenation?

Gangotri to 
Haridwar

Haridwar to 
Varanasi

Varanasi to 
Gangasagar
ISSUES
Encroachment of River 
bed,
sand mining, etc
Frequent floods and 
droughts
International disputes on
flows and interventions

ISSUES
Water abstraction and
diversion in huge quantities
Pollutant loads from
anthropogenic activities
Kanpur's tanneries

ISSUES
Deforestation
Loss of native
medicinal and herbal
plants
Highly sensitive and
fragile ecosystem and
biodiversity
High inflow of tourists
Retreating glaciers
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SOME INITIATIVES UNDER THE NAMAMI GANGE PROGRAMME

Imp r o v e d  w o o d
b a s e d  c r e m a t o r i a

S t r i c t  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f
I n d u s t r i a l  P o l l u t i o n

T r e a t m e n t  o f  d r a i n s

M a s s i v e  A f f o r e s t a t i o n
D r i v e s

R i v e r  S u r f a c e  C l e a n i n g 1 0 0%  s e w e r a g e
t r e a t m e n t
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  f o r
1 1 8  t o w n s12
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YOUR ROLE

To sensitise next generation and create awareness, 
a long term partnership is signed between NMCG 
and Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan for abatement of 
pollution and conservation of River Ganga.

Ganga has an inseparable bond with the Indian people 
and culture.

Considering the relationship between the Ganga and 
people and their faith, the role of civil society is of 
paramount importance.
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The road to purity
Spread awareness about the importance of the river.

Take part in plantation and cleanliness drives

Practice water conservation

Maintain cleanliness

READY FOR ACTION,  YOUNG REVOLUTIONARIES?
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aarrtt artist

From left top

1. Lord shiva and brahma  nilesh artist

2. Preserve       David meggs hooke

3. Kirthimukha Chifumi

4. The golden fish baki baki

5. Deflated  never crew

Towards right

6. The guardian of nature      kenji chai

7.  typography kafeel

from right bottom

8. The elephant  senkoe & valentina pinci

9. Mahamritunjaya yantra Valentina pinci

10. The goddess ganga as a young girl       rajvardhan kadam

11. The turtle   senkoe

12. Pillar of light    Harshvardhan kadam
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  aarrtt    artist

From left top 

1. Lord shiva and brahma  nilesh artist 

2. Preserve       David meggs hooke 

3. Kirthimukha  Chifumi 

4. The golden fish  baki baki 

5. Deflated  never crew 

Towards right 

6. The guardian of nature  kenji chai 

7. typography       kafeel 

   from right bottom 

8. The elephant      senkoe & valentina pinci 

9. Mahamritunjaya yantra      Valentina pinci 

10. The goddess ganga as a young girl       rajvardhan kadam

11. The turtle  senkoe 

12. Pillar of light      Harshvardhan kadam 
Design Credits: Imrana Akhtar
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19 GANGA BARRAGE, KANPUR
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21 YAMUNA RIVER, PRAYAGRAJ
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23 NAMAMI GANGA STP, PRAYAGRAJ
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