








2~ MAKARA

@13 THE CROCODILIAN

)] MYTHOLOGY

Makara is originated from the word ‘Mugger’
in both Hindi and English language, and
means ‘Sea Monster’ in Sanskrit. A hybrid
mythological being, the Makara is portrayed
as the vahana of the River Goddess, Ganga,
and the Sea God, Varuna, in Hindu
iconography. It is also an insignia on the
Kamadeva’s flag. FolkKartists often depict
the Makara as a real animal,
appropriating the Gharial found

basking along the banks of the Ganga

as Goddess Ganga’'s vahana. They are
considered as the guardians of gateways and
portals, and is believed to symbolize “chaos
out of which order and creation arise”.
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“But most prominently, this beast acts as structural
bookend of a thoranam or archway behind a deity. The arch issues forth from the jaws of one

makara, rises to a pinnacle, the kirti mukha (the ‘Face of Glory’), and descends into the yawn-

ing gape of another makara.” -My Husband and Other Animals: The beast within’
by Janaki Lenin (www.thehindu.com)
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SPECIES IN GANGA

The Ganga River hosts three species of crocodilians. Mugger Crocodylus palustris (Vulnerable under
the IUCN Red List) and Saltwater crocodile Crocodylus porosus (Least Concern under the IUCN Red
List) represent the family Crocodylidae, and gharial Gavialis gangeticus (Critically Endangered under
the IUCN Red List), represents the family Gavialidae. The gharial derives its name from the ghara
(pot) like bulbous knob (narial excrescence) at the end of their snout. The species are protected
under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (amendment, 2022).
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ECOLOGICAL ROLE THREATS

Presence of crocodiles increases yield of fish Increasing anthropogenic pressure of hunting,
and improves health of fish stock, since fishing, sand mining, and fragmented and ltered
crocodiles eat ailing fish. Fishes are also habitats due to hydrology alterations by dams;
commonly eaten by crocodiles and thus, Retaliatory killing for Muggers and Saltwater

maintain balance in fish species assemblage crocodiles; entanglement in fish nets and reduced

(WII-GACMC, 2018).
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THE TURTLE
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MYTHOLOGY

Kurma is the second of the Dashavatars (ten
incarnations) of Lord Vishnu. This incarnation of
Vishnu is associated with the mythological story
of Samundra manthan— the churning of the
ocean by Devtas and Asuras in search of Amrita
(the elixir of immortality) wherein the divine
serpent Vasuki presented himself as a rope, and
Mount Mandara, placed on the back of Kurma,
was used as a churning stick. In Vedic texts,
Kurma is linked with Prajapati Brahma. One of
the Saptarishis, the seven ancient sages who are
considered the patriarchs of the Vedic religion,

is Sage Kashyapa, which means “turtle” or
“tortoise” in Sanskrit. The turtle/tortoise is
portrayed as the vahana of the river Goddess &
Yamuna. T
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In one of the Jataka Tales, Lord Buddha in one of
his previous lifetimes takes the form of a turtle, who had vowed to
save all sentient beings.
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SPECIES IN GANGA

Of the 24 species of freshwater turtle and five species of tortoise found in India, the Ganga River hosts 13

turtle and tortoise species. Of which, three are listed as Critically Endangered (red-crowned roofed turtle
Batagur kachuga, northern river terrapin Batagur baska, three-striped roofed turtle Batagur dhongoka)

in the IUCN Red List category and under Schedule I of IWPA, 1972 (amendment 2022). Furthermore, under
the IUCN Red List category five species are Endangered (Indian narrow-headed softshell turtle Chitra
indica, spotted pond turtle Geoclemys ha ver turtle Hardella thurjii, Indian softshell turtle Nilssonia

gangetica, Indian peacock softshell turtle Nilssonia hurum), two Vulnerable (Indian roofed turtle
Pangshura tecta, Indian flapshell turtle Lissemys punctata), one Near Threatened (brown roofed turtle
Pangshura smithii), and two Least Concern (Indian black turtle Melanochelys trijuga, Indian tent turtle
Pangshura tentoria).
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ECOLOGICAL ROLE THREATS

Turtles play a critical ecological role by Habitat degradation and poaching 177 C
controlling aquatic vegetation, serve as
scavengers and help maintain the health , ()7

of rivers and lakes (WII-GACMC, 2018). ?”S wha ol we Ig% %@fﬁ
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