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History

Muzaffarnagar district, located in the northern part of Uttar Pradespopularly known as

G¢KS {dAFN .26t 2F LYRAFé® LG Aa LINIL 2F {1
headquarters town, Muzaffarnagar, which was founded in the reign of Shahjahan at the site

of an old town known as Sarot or Sarwat by hisistén, Abdul Muzaffar Khan, in 1633. The

district Muzaffarnagar is considered to be very rich in its cultural heriteigavever, not many

sources have been found detailing the ancient history of the region through literary sources.
Therefore, thaegion must be studied according to the results of "the cultural assemblage,
chronological sequence and geographical situation of the archaeological sites of the region
under study.”

Proto-Historical Period, Cultural Assemblage, Early Settlement

Late Harappan Sites in The Ganga-:Yomuna Deab

Themap illustrates few line drawings of the Late Harappan sherds found in the district of Muzaffarnagar.
(Sourcehttps://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/1803/52447/12/12_chapter%204.pyf

lhot ® {NAGF&GFSBE a!y | NOKFS2t23A0Ft {GdzRe 2F 5Aai0NROG
2015).
2 |bid.


https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/52447/12/12_chapter%204.pdf

The district Muzaffarnagar is rich in its cultural heritage, as already mentioned. The various
cultures of the doab area have been identified mainly with the help of distinctive ceramics
and other associated cultural fintlis. The exploration suggests that the Late Harappansite is
confined to its western area along with Katha Nala, Krishna Nadi, Hindon Nadi etc., all the
tributaries of the Yamun&For the pieces of evidence of the occurrence of the Ochre Colour
Pottery, agood number of sites are found in this district of Muzaffarnagar.

OCP Bowls

Fragments of OCP bowls with different features.
(Sourcehttps://shodhgang.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/52447/12/12_chapter%204.pdf

The Painted Grey Ware culture occupies a very significant place in the archaeology of the
GangaYamuna doab. It is one of the most important prédtistoric cultures of India due to
its prime asociation with the Aryans and the early use of iron, giving way to urbanization.

% Indian Archaeology 19689: A Review, 78.
YTEAY yalFNRI a¢KS hOKNB / 2f 2dz2NBR t Dissi Aliykh Muslizh (i dzZNBS Y !
University, 2009), 32, 38, 45.


https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/52447/12/12_chapter%204.pdf

The concentration of the Painted Grey Ware sites in the district Muzaffarnagar is along Hindon
Nadi and Kali Nadi.

Painted Grey Ware

The Painted Grey Ware (PGW) culture occupies a significant position in the archaeology of
northern India, and especially in the upper Gaganuna Doab. It is one of the most
important protohistoric cultures of India because of its associated use of Tioe PGW was

first discovered at Ahichhatra. However, its full significance was recognised only after B.B.
[t Qa SEOF@GlLGA2Y G 1FaAGAYLF LHz2NY {AyO0S (KSy
parts of northern India. The PGW levels at sites in téfasUttar Pradesh are sometimes
preceded by the Late Harappan culture but with a gap between the deposits of the two
cultures®

The ware, as the name indicates, is grey in colour and the colour varies from ash grey to dark
steel greyGenerally, the grey surface of the body is painted with lines and dotted patterns in
black. The simplest and most elementary patterns is the single horizontal band, which is seen
repeated over and over again as a border for more complex patteiifse conmonest
patterns are formed by groups of vertical or oblique stroke below the horizontal rim band.
The strokes are sometimes of unequal thickness. These are sometimes interspersed with dots.
Interesting lines, rows of dots, dots and dashes or groups of Vuaey also appear on some

of the pots. The individualistic designs include concentric semi circles, concentric circles,
radiating rows of two lines each and hooks rising from a circle or from vertical lines. These
designs are generally found on the extersurface of the pots only.

On the inner base of the dishes appear signals, groups of circles, interesting chains and other
indistinct designs. Paintings are executed on the exterior, interior or on both the sides. These
grey ware sherds are generally pead with black pigment in various shades. A few sherds
show stopgap painting as well. Usually, the pottery does not show any degeneration.

The grey colour of the pottery is supposed to be the result of its being fired under reducing
condition in the kiln so that the clay did not turn red and was sufficient to blacken the pot. It
has a fine to medium grained grey core. It varies in thickness. The majority of the pots have

*t+ A2l @& YdzYF NE &! NOKFS2f23A0Ft DFETSGGSSNI 2F ! £ A3 NK
Proto-Historic Cultures of Ind® I y 3 S (i A @hdian idurhay ai Aréhaeologyol.4 (2019)60.

v
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Congres$6 (1995): page 88.
" Ibid.



been manufactured on wheel, though hantade specimens are also met with. This potte
when dropped or struck gives somewhat a metallic sound.

The shapes or types of the PGW generally, are represented by the bowls and dishes of various
types and sizes. In addition to these common shapes, the miniature vases known as lotas in
northern Inda and fragments of grooved collared badihave also been found.

In addition to the PGW, coarse Grey Ware generally associated with the PGW of the northern
. fFP 01 t2fAAKSR 461 NB LISNA2R KFa Ffaz2 oSSy
explorationin the district of Muzaffarnagar. The clay used for manufacturing this kind of grey
ware has some impurities. The pottery of this group shows general decadence. It has a rough
surface and is thicker in sections. A few grey ware pieces also show somé kiasho

A total of 75 PGW sites had been explored within the District of Muzaffarnagar, of these 39
sites were already reported earlier while the remainder have been explored by Srivastav
through his personal visits made all over the District. The PG\ aigemostly located along

river banks. Among all the PGW sites we find 20 on Kali Nadi, 19 on HindonNadi and 13 on
Budhi Gangd.The other PGW sites were located on the banks of other rivers, like Saloni and
Yamuna.

The sites located near Budhi Gangeeriare?;

S.NO. |BLOCK |[SITE
1 Jansath | Bhooma
2 Jansath | Jatwara
3 Jansath | Kaithora
4 Jansath | KaliapurJasmore 1
5 Jansath | KaliapurJasmore 2
6 Jansath | KaliapurJasmore 3
8bid, page 89.
% Ibid.

101bid, pages 9®@2.



7 Jansath | KheriSarai

8 Jansath | Puthilbrahimpur
9 Jansath | Sikereda

10 Jansath | Tikaula

11 Jansath | Tiyarpur

12 Morna Sikri

13 Morna KhatKhera

The average distance from one site to another is about 6 to 8 kilometres. None of the sites
located by Srivastav were large and no urban settlements were located. The constant

proximity to channels of small rivers or streams suggests small hamlets wHasdgtants
raised crops on seasonally flooded land.

Unfortunately, from surface finds alone, one hardly has data enough to say anything more
about the artifacts and material life of the PGW people in Muzaffarnagar; which has no

associated charcoal @ther organic materials. & dates are also not availabfe.

HENR Gl AaGE B2
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History Congress6 (1995): page 952.
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Fig. 1. DI1SHES

Figure 1- Dishes
Image Source: Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, 56th Session, 1995
(https://www.jstor.org/stable/44158766?seqa1

1. Fragment of a Grey Ware dish having incurved rim, treated with a wash, medium fabric. PGW phase.
(Rampur Muzaffarnagar Muzaffarnagar).

2. Fragment of a dish having knife edgedumed rim with a groove externally. Fine fabric. P@kdse.
(Lohari- Charthawal Muzaffarnagar)

3. Fragment of a Grey Ware dish having inturned rim and oblique dashes externally. Probably in reserve slip.
Fine fabric. PGW phase. (Niam@harthawal Muzaffarnagar)

4. Fragment of a Painted Grey Ware distving vertical sharpened rim internally. Convex sides, fine fabric.
Painted in black externally with a rim band indeterminate motif. PGW phase. (Sibtumaffarnagar
Muzaffarnagar).

5. Fragmented of a Painted Grey Ware dish having incurved sharpiem@ainted in black with two oblique
lines externally. Medium fabric. PGW phase. (Sujdduzaffarnagar Muzaffarnagar)

6. Fragment of a Grey Ware dish having everted rim, convex sides. Fine fabric. PGW phase. (Sujadu
Muzaffarnagar Muzaffarnagar)

7. Fragment of a Grey Ware dish having flat base and flaring sides, medium fabric. PGW phase.{Rampur
Muzaffarnagar Muzaffarnagar)
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Figure 2 Bowls
Image Source: Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, 56th Session, 1995
(https://lwww.jstor.org/stable/441587667?seq91

1. Fragment of a Painted Grey Ware bowl having sharpened rim. Painted in Black with two vertical curved lines
externally with a rim band on both sides. Medium fabriGW phase (NoornagaiPurkazi Muzaffaranagar)

2. Fragment of a Painted Grey Ware bowl having featureless sharpened and vertical rim. Painted in black rim
bands and horizontal lines externally. Fine fabric. PGW phase. (NoorRgdazi Muzaffarnagar)

3. Fragment of a Painted Grey Ware bowl having slightly almost vertical sharpened rim. Vertical curved lines
externally in black. Medium fabric. PGW phase. (NoornaBarkazi Muzaffarnagar)

4. Fragment of a Painted Grey Ware bowl having incurvegaimted in black with oblique strokes having thin
ends. Medium fabric. PGW phase. (Noornadanrkazi Muzaffarnagar)

5. Fragment of a Painted Grey Ware bowl having incurved rim with curved lines externally and vertical and
small and thin strokes intertig. Medium fabric. PGW phase. (NoornagBurkazi Muzaffarnagar)

6. Fragment of a Painted Grey Ware bowl having incurved rim, almost straight sides. Painted in black externally
KFE@Ay3 LI NFrttSt OSNIAOFT fAySa aga-Rurked Muzaifdriagdd R RS & A 3y d
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Fig. 3 PAINTINGS OF PGW

| 22 T8

1 2
p. e
Sz I @T
3 4

-

Figure 3 Paintings of PGW
Image Source: Proceedings of the Indian History Congress, 56th Session, 1995
(https://lwww.jstor.org/stable/441587667?seq91

1. A Painted Grey Ware sherd having oblique lines internally. Fine fabric. (NoorPagéeanzi

Muzaffarnagar)

2. A Painted Grey Ware sherd hayitoncentric circles externally. Fine fabric. (Noornagrskanzi

Muzaffarnagar)

3. A Painted Grey Ware sherd having dashed internally. Medium fabric. (Noorrraggltanzi Muzaffarnagar)

4. A Painted Grey Ware sherd having three dots on a solideéndaate design in black. Smooth surface and
medium fabric. PGW phase. (KhanjahanpGherthawal Muzaffarnagar)

5. Fragment of a Painted Grey Ware bowl having dots in black externally. Medium fabric. PGW phase- (Sujadu
Muzaffarnagar Muzaffarnagar)

6. A Painted Grey Ware sherd having dots along with within two vertical lines. Medium fabric. (Khanjahanpur
Charthawal Muzaffarnagar)

7. A Painted Grey Ware sherd having vertical lines of uneven thickness. Medium fabric. PGW phase. (Kutubpur
Datana- Budhana- Budhana)

12
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Paintings of PGW

Painted Grey Ware with different features.
(Sourcehttps://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/52447/12/12_chapter%204)pdf

In comparison with the other cultures found in this district, NBPW is lessribar which is
generally found along Budhi Ganga and occasionally on Kali Nadi and Saloni Nadi. Therefore,
it is obvious that the NBPW culture was not popular in this region.

At village Mandi (Tehsil Sadar) which is in the west of river Kali, in the atoba=l site, the
recent findings found the roots of district Muzaffarnagar to Harappan civilization. The hordes
of gold ringlike objects and other precious stones found at the site proves that the site was
part of mature Harappan culture and it was asoimportant centre of trade.

13
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During ancient time€é many Harappan sites have been located in the Upper Ganga plain,
concentrated in the western U.P. in the district of Saharanpur, Muzaffarnagar and Méerut.

The medieval period is generally representsdtive redware. It is a wetlocumented period
supported by the architectural remains and other literary sources. The exploration also
suggests that the contribution of this region to the repertoire of terracotta art is also quite
remarkable. Probably, thé&radition of ceramic art reached its culmination in the field of
terracotta too. Apart from the different types of pottery, these sites have yielded a good
number of stone objects. Some coins were also found in this region. Coins found from Niamu
and Jarod are worth the mention. The coin found from Niamu is recognized as &meAn

Sahi coin of Samantdeva. The date of the coins is C1@th century A.D. Another one
belongs to Shah Alam bearing some personal legend. Other coins found from the district
bSt2y3 G2 !'106FNR&E LISNA2R® {2YS 2GKSNJ 32t R 2
Muzaffarnagar district belonging to the Sri Samantadeva, Shah Alam, Muhamad Shah,
Tughalaqg Shah, Sher Shah, Farrukhsiyar, Akbar, Shahjahan, etc.

A silver rupee coiim the name of Shah Alam 1l (17%806), Saharanpur, regnal year 46. The East India
Company acquired the mint at Saharanpur in 1803 and operated the mint for only a couple of years, before
shutting it down in 1805.

Sourcehttp://coinindia.com/galleriesbengalpresidency.html

g, NAST LYRAZAGNALIE tNRFAES 2F S5AAGNRAOG 2F add I FFF Ny 3
August 14, 202ttp://dcmsme.gov.in/dips/17%20DIP S%20Muzaffarnagat.pdf

3M.N. Deshpande, The Harappan Settlements in Gifagauna Doab in Indus Civilization: Problem and

Issues, Simla Seminar, 197
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The district consists of many fine pieces of architecture in the form of temples, mosques,
gateways, havelis, forts, tanks, and baolis, mostly belonging to meddéend premodern
period. Among them, Ghausgarh and Morna mosques are grand in design and refinement.
Other remarkable architectural places are located at Majhera, Jansath, Mirapur, Kairana,
etc* There are two ancient temples at Charthawal, one datingklda Jahangir's period and

the other about 500 years oIt is worth noting that main cultural sites in the western part

of Uttar Pradesh are on the banks of the tributaries of the Ganga and Yamuna.

Archaeological Sites of District Muzaffarnagar

A caeful survey of the ancient sites and their antiquities done in this district that is situated
in the upper GangX'amuna doab, reveals that it was inhabited by the Late Herappan people
for the first time, as there is no evidence of anytarappan remainsDuring the course of
multiple explorations conducted here, the pottery found from the different sites, can be
divided into following categorie$®

a. Late Harappan

b. Ochre Colour Pottery

c. Painted Grey Ware

d. Northern Black Polished Ware
e. Early historic

f. Historic and

g. Medieval.

A fairly good idea about the general chronology of the archaeological cultures and their
geographical distribution is provided by these explorations and excavations in the Ganga
Yamuna doab (Western Uttar Pradesh).'However, the Late Harappan sitesamPtitlesh

are confined to its western area with a heavy concentration in the district Saharanpur and
Muzaffamagar. It is attested by the finds of material culture belonging to the Late Harappan,
Ochre Colour Pottery, Painted Grey Ware, Plain Grey Warghédo Black Polished Ware,

14 Census 1981, UP, Part XAIVILLAGE & TOWN DIRECTORY.
15 Srivastav, op. cit.
8https://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/52447/12/12_chapter%204.pdf , Pg 1

15



Black Slipped, Mauryan, Shiinga, Kushana, Gupta, Rajput and medieval period as well. As
appears from the evidence that this region was suitable for human occupation and it was a
main centre of attraction for the early settlers'.

The archaeological sites of this district as are follows:

ARCHAEQLOGICAL SITES
District:Muzaffamagar
Logcation
Code Village/Site Cultures
5l.Ka.
. Alamglrpur LH, OCP, G
Za Alipura CCF, EH, M
3. Amberpur LH
4. suddha-Khe ra EH, M
5a gadhal-Kalan CCF. EZH, M
Ga Badh M
Ts Budina-Kalan Gy, BS, EH, M
8. Badheri M
G. Barla M
10 Begarajpur OCP, M
11« Bhooma GW, NEPW, BS, M
12. Bhaapur M
13. Bhopa M
14 . Budhana M
15. Bahramgagh LH, OCP
16. Bhura LH, PGW, GW, EH
17« ghanti=Khera=1 LH
1B. Bhanti-Khera=-2 LH
19. Charthawal EH, M
20 Chandan OCF. M
21. Chawari
22. Chacharaull

Yhttps://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/52447/12/12_chapter%204.pdf , pg 2
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23.
24 .
25+

264

27s

28.
29 .
30.
il.
32.
13.
i4.
33
6.
7.
18.
9.
40.
dl.
42
43.
44.
45
4i6.

4T

Churawala
Chandheri
Desalpur
Dholra
Dhansani
Dhindhawlil
Cuheli
Dunger
Dabbal
Firojpur

Gola=Futtha

Huzainpur=Bopada

Husainpur-Kalan

Harya Ehera
Huzurnagar
Hatchhoya=1
Hatchhoya=2
Inchauli
Issopur
Jaroda
Jamalpur
Johra
Jagwar
Jatwara

Jaula

LH, QCF

GW, EH, M

EH, M

EH, M

Gw, EH, M

M

LH, OCP

LH

M

EH, M

s M

GW (7)., EH, H
PGW, GW, B3, EH, M
PGW, GW, EH

LH

LH

BGW, GH, EH, M
PGw, GW, BS, ZH, ™
EH, M

M

PCW, GW, EH, M
M

GW, NBPW, EH, M

PGW, GW, B5, M

17



48,
39 .
50.

51la

60
Bl.
62.
63.
64 .
65.
66.
67
68.
65 .
70.
1.
T2«

Jasala

Jhal
Jandheri
Jhinjhana
Kasoli
Kasyara
Kalyana
Kulheri
¥hanjahanpur
Kanamheri
Khudda
Kamhera
Kharyashanpur
Khokni

Kaithora

Fallapur=Jasmor

Katia
Eherli=-5arai
Khartauli
Kari
Khai=-Khera

Kakraull

Fuotubpur-Datana

Kamaruudinnagar

Kamalpur

LH
FGFI’ d GH ] EH
LR

OCF , PGW, GW

CCcP®., EH, M
EH, M
GW, EH, M

CCP s PGW, GW,35, EH, M
OCP, PGW, GW, EH, M

M

EH, M

M

M

PGW, GW, M

PGW, GW, BS, EH, M

LH(?), PGW, Gu, BS, EH, @

O, EH, M

Gh, NBEPW, BS5, EH, M
M

M

GW, HEPW, EH, M

EH, M

CCP, PGW, GW, BS
LH

FGW, GW, EH




73.
Ta.
75.
75,
T7.
78.
T9.
Bl
81.
82.
B1.
E4.
HA.
Bb.
B7.

=1

90.
91.
G92.
93.
94.
95.
6.
7.

FE.

Kakra

Eitas
Kalrana
Luhari
Ladwa
Lachchera
Luhsena = Rukanpur
Mahmoodpur
Mirzapur
Mirapur
Mimlana
Meolahari
Mandawar
Mansurpur
HMubarakpur
Mujhera
Mukal lampur
Mahmoodpur (Bangarc)
HMakkhanpur
Mirapur
Mahal jana
Hagla=Rail
Hiamu

Rara

Hoornagar

Mawla

M

EH, M

BCW, CW,

LH(?) PGw., GW, EH, M
OCP. PGW, GW. EH, M
M

LH{?)}

LH(?) OCP, EH, M

M

PGW, GW, BS

z X a =z
x

LH, QCP, BPGW., GW, EH, M

xE =E X X

EH, M

LH, CCP, M
PGwW, GW. EH, M
PGW, GW, EH, M
M

O0CF, PGW, GW, BS, HMBFW,
EH, M

LH, OCP,. PGW,. GW,., NHEPW,
EH! H-l-

19



99.
100.
101.
102.
103,
104.
105,
106.
107.
108.
109 .
110.
111,
112.
113.
113 .
115.
116.
117.
118,
119.
120.
121.
122,
123.

124,

Hizampur
Hala
Hagwa
Pipalsah
Paral
Palari
Putthi=Ibrahimpur
Purbalian
Cazikhera
Rohana=Kalan
rasulpur
Rai
Rampur
Hafmpur
Ramraj
Biawli=Hagla
Rahatpur
Baldpur
Sikanderpur
Singalpur
Sarwat
Sisona
Shermagar
Euiadu
Sandhawli

Semall

EH. M
LH

GW, EE

OCP, FGW, GW,
M

M

GW, M

OCP, PSW. GW,
M

PGW, GW, BS,

M

GW, M

PGvi, GW, EH,

M

EH, M

EH, M

LH

FGW. Gw, EH,

OCP, PGW, GW

M

M

GW, EH, M

M

PCGW, GW, BS,

LH(?), oCP, M

M

¥

i, EH. M

EZ, EH, M

1
™
Ll

=

EH, M
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125.
126,
127,
128.

129.

130.
131.
132.
133.
134.
135.
136,
137.
138,
139.
140.
1l41.
142.
143,
144.
145.
146,
147.
148.

149 .

Shankarpur
Suaheri
Senta
Sikanderpur

Zikereda

Sambhalhera
Sukartal-1
Sukartal=2
Sikri
Shikarpur
Sarai
Sultanpur
Samibhalka
Salnpat
Tughalakpur
Tikola
Tiyarpur
Tandhera
Tisang

Toda
Thana=Bhawan
Ukawvali
Unchagaon
Un

Wahalna

M
M
EH, M

M

ccPl‘ PW: Gwr :I-EPH.; EE,

EH: M

o

EH, M

|

CCP .+ PGW, GW, =3,
ocF (7). M

EH, M

EH, M

LH

PGW, GW, EH

M

Gk, EH, H

PGW, GW, EH, M

M

GW,; EH, M

LH, EH, M

LH

PGw, Gw,; B3, EE, M
PGW, GW, EH

LH

EH, M.

EH; M

(Image Sourcéhttps://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/52447/12/12_chap%204.pdOf
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Ancient History

The region, acquiring supreme importance due to the presence of the Géagana Doab,

has been significant for its contribution to the political, cultural and economic history of
India’®This region has historically beenéxistence since the time of Rigveda. The district of
Muzaffarnagar was made a part of the region, called Madhyadesa, as has also been cited in
the Puranas®The earliest known king, who ruled over this part was probably Pururva® Aila.
Bharata of the Mhabharata ruled this region later on and also extended his territory from
the Saraswati to the Ganga.

According to an old tradition, Muzaffarnagar formed part of the kingdom of the Pandavas of
the Mahabharata time frame. During Mahabharata (about 140} Bt district was part of
Kuru Empire under Parikshita, grandson of Arjun, the third of the five Pandava brothers.
According to the Buddha literature, the area of the district in the 6th century B.C. was framing
a part of Kuru Mahajanpad.

Archaeologial findings show that the district was dominated by Mauryas, Shungas and
Kushanas between the 3rd century B.C. and 1st century A.D. In the 7th century A.D. it was
included in the principalities under the king Harsh. These territories were visited by €hines
pilgrim HiuenTsiang. Kuru was the next renowned king of the Kaurava dynasty and the
district which came under his kingdom was called Kdesa. His successors came to be
known as Kuru or Kauravas, while Pandu's sons were called Pandavas.

From the pieces of evidence, it appears that the Aryans moved eastward and selected
Hastinapura for their first settlement on account of its strategic situation in the dbab.
Hastinapura had later grown as an important town by the time of the Mahabhavataand

also became the bone of contention between the Kauravas and the Pandavas. The district
Muzaffarnagar continued to be a part of Kuru Empire under Parikshita, the grandson of
Arjuna, his kingdom comprising the present New Delhi, part of the Easali’ang the upper
GangaYamuna doaB? As stated in the Mahabharata, king Hastin was succeeded by his son
Ajamidha, who, in turn, was succeeded by Raksa, Samvarna, etc. During the time of

B\Makkhan LalSettlement History and Rise of Civilization in Gavigauna Doab, from 1500 B.C. to 300.A.D
(New Delhi, India: B.R. Pub. Corp,1984).

https://censusindia.gov.in/2011census/dchb/DCHB_A/09/0902 PART_A DCHB_MUZAFFARNAGAR.pdf
204 R. Nevill, Muzaffarnagar: A Gazetteer, being Vol. Il of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh (Allahabad,
1903) 117.

21E.J. Rapson, The Cambridge Historydi&l Vol. | (Delhi, 1962), 153.
2’https://censusindia.gov.in/2011census/dchb/DCHB_A/09/0902 PART A DCHB_MUZAFFARNAGAR.pdf

23 Marshall, Sir John, Molgodaro and the Indus Civilization (Landon, 1931), p. 106.
2https://censusindia.gov.in/2011census/dchb/DCHB_A/09/0902 PART A DCHB_MUZAFFARNRGHR.pdf
audhuri, H.C., op. cit, p. 22; Majumdar and Pushalkarciopmp. 323.
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Samvarna's son, this city came into prominence. Though the kingdenosiatemporarily by
Janmejaya, it was said to be regained by king Pratip.

A map depicting the sixteen Mahajanapadas, linking their location to the proximity of prime water bodies.
Sourcehttps://www.livehistoryindia.com/coveistory/2019/11/10/the-greatsixteenmahajanapadas

It is traditionally believed that sage Shukadeva had redliedsrimad Bhagavata to Parikshita

at Shukartal of Jansath tehsil of Muzaffarnagar district. The Nagas in this region, by this time,
had become very powerful and created trouble for Parikshita as well as for his son hamed
Janmejaya. During their regimeya to Naga's invasidh Hastinapura went through many
crises. Janmejaya and his successor controlled the region until Nichakshu came into the
picture. But before the city could flourish under the reign of Nichakshu, a mighty flood washed
away a considerdb part of the city. After the flood, trouble persisted as a major part of
standing crops were destroyed by locusts which were also followed by the spread of disease.
These circumstances which followed one after another forced Nichakshu to abandon his
captal and the Kurus shifted it to Kaushambi in the district of Allah&bad.

The city reappeared again on the political scene duringséthcentury B.C. and by that time
the Kurus had gradually given up their monarchical form of government and had consdlidat

Spargiter, F.E, op. cit, p. 285.
28pargiter, F.E. op. cit..pp. 5, 65 cf. Ghosh, N.N., The Early History of Kaushambi, (Allahabad, 1935), p.5.
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themselves in a republican confederatih.¢ Kdza > GKS RAAGNAOG o0SOI Y
Janpada, being one of the twelve (The twelve great republication stateg, Malla, Chedi,

Vatsa, Kuru, Panchala, Matsa, Sursena, Asmaka, Avanti, Kamboja,raihdu@aas well as

four monarchical states of Kasi, Kosala, Magadha and Anga flourished in the sixth &entury.

The Kurus were overthrown by Mahapadma of the Nanda dynasty of Magadha in the middle
of the 4th century B.C. Pauranic tradition confirms thathdpadma destroyed all the
Kshatriya families and became the monarch of a vast kingdom extending from Punjab to
Magadha, including this distriét.Then, Chandragupta Maurfain the latter half of the 4th
century (around 321 B.C.), defeated Mahapadma Matodrule Magadha. Thus, this district
0SOIYS | LINIG 2F GKS ANBFG ald2NBEFY 9YLIANBE (2
was not in prominence and as such he preferred to install his pillar not at Hastinapur but in
Meerut (The pillar was shifted tbelhi by Firoz shah Tughalag (c.13&8LA.D.}! However,

soon after the death of Ashoka, there was a decline in the Mauryan power and finally,
Pushymitra Sunga (1851 BC) killed the last Mauryan ruler and took the control of the
throne 32

The region ceering Muzaffarnagar district came under the control of Pushyamitra Sunga in

185 B.C. Soon the Bactrian Greeks, under Demetrious and Menander respéttivelyan
Y2NIKSNY LYRAF AyOfdzRAY3 adzZ I FFFNYF AN RAEGN
asserted as some Bactrian cdthwhich were found in this district undoubtedly indicates that

the Greek armies must have passed through it and invaded the country during the reign of
Pushyamitra Sunga. Subsequently, the Sakas established themselhesantire western

Uttar Pradesh. A large number of coins of Rajuvula, discovered at various places in the region,
particularly in the western part of Uttar Pradesh and Punjab, are abuniant.

Since Hastinapura excavation has yielded coins of Mitra dyrfeem the early levels of
period lll, it can be asserted that the region of Muzaffarnagar must have gone under the rule
of Mitra kings of the Panchala region after the Mauryas and Sungas. At the beginning of the
first century of the Christian era, Pandhavas replaced by the Yaudheyas since the clay’seal
and coins suggest that Yaudheya kings must have exercised their political authority over this
region® The Yaudheya coins have also been found from the middle of the period Il of

2’Raychawdhuri, H.C., op. cit., p.134.

288 C.lbid, pp.2-23.

293astri, K.A.N.: Age of the Nandas and Mas Patna 1952),p.17.
%OMajumdar.R.C, op. cit., p. 104.

81 Atkinson, E., op. cit, p.

82 Raychaudhuri, H.C., op. cit, p. 369.

33 Tripathi, R.S., op. cit., p. 185; cf. Majumdar, R.C.op. cit, pp1Z2éde Varuna, D.P.op. cit, p.20.
34Nevill, H.R., ogit, vol. Ill, p. 157.

%varun.D.P., op. cit, p. 22.

%Thaplyal, K.K., Studies in Ancient Indian Sea/s,(Lucknow 1972), p.21.
$"Majumdar,R.C., op. cit., p. 130.
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Hastinapura® Later on, towards the close of the first century or at the beginning of the
second century, the Kushanas occupied the entire region of western Uttar Pradesh and the
new regime helped the propagation of Buddhism. This can be confirmed since the
Hastinapura excation has yielded images of Maitreya Bodhisattva and a few other images
during period IV of Hastinapura. The region of Muzaffarnagar was not far away from this. The
ancient kingdom of Sursena (nearby the region of Muzaffarnagar) had, with their capital at
Mathura, which had become a nucleus of the Buddhist activity. The district remained a part
of the Kushana empire till the middle of the 3rd century R.D.

Hastinapur excavation.
Sourcehttps://www.livehistoryindia.com/coveistory/2019/11/10/the-greatsixteenmahajanapadas

This area remained in prominence till the reign of Vasudeva of Kushana dynasty. However, by
the end of the Kushana period, this place became insignificant.

In the middle of the 4th century A.D. the entirety of Uttar Pradesh came under the empire of
Samudragupta and it remained under the Gupta rifditéthe beginning of 6th century A.D.

%&f.Lal,B.B., op. cit., Nos. 10 & 11, pp.-589

3*Tripathi. op.cit., p.223; Majumdar, R.C. andgRalkar, A.D.(Ed): History and Culture of the India People
(Bombay 195@0), Voi.lll, pp.1442.

40 Majumdar and Pusalker, op. cit, Vol.111 p. 168.
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After the decline of the Gupta Empire the region, which covered tisisict also, came under

the sway of Maukharis of Kannati)Vith the rise of Vardhanas (6@817 AD), Muzaffarnagar

and Hastinapur became part of Thaneshwar and subsequently of the Kannauj kingdom.
Though Hiuen Tsang did not visit Muzaffarnagar and Hastmahe certainly visited
Thaneshwar and Shrugna, the other two important places of the pétiidnay be noted

here that with the end of the Vardhanas, the region also lost its importance and nothing
definite is known even about Hastinapura, up to theldte of 9th century A.D.

In the latter half of the 9th century A.D. when the district became the part of the Gurjara
Pratihard® Empire. The Pratiharas continued to rule over this district till the beginning of the
11th century A.D. In 1018 A.D. they wetominated by Mahmud of GhaziliThough a few
silver coins with Bull and Horseman belonging to Spalpatideva and Samaftoerwad of

Ohind of the Hindu Shahi dynasty of the 9th century A.D. have been found during the course
of exploration of the distdt from the village Niamu, these coins do not indicate any
supremacy over Pratiharas but close contact between the two royal families. Later on, before
the takeover by Prithviraj, this district became a part of the dominion of the Tomars of Delhi
in the 12h century A.D.

Prithviraj Chauhati occupied the kingdom of Delhi during 1198 A.D. Under him the

eastern track of the district Khudi (old name of Shikarpur) and Bé&ghese seats of petty

rulers (Raja), subordinate to him. Prithviraj lost his cor@r@SNJ 0 KA & RA&AIGNROG QA
got defeated in the second battle of Tarain in 1192 A.D. by Shatialin Gouri?® The main

settlers then in Muzaffarnagar district and its vicinity were Brahmans and Rajputs. Jats
occupied the whole southern portiorf the district. At a later date, Gujars took possession of

the poor tract, which the Jats had left unoccupied.

Medieval History

Soon after the Slave Dynasty (Mamluk Dynasty) established its hold at Delhi and its
surrounding areas, Muzaffarnagar came uniflerslim occupation. Since then, Muzaffarnagar
remained a dependency of various dynasties, which ruled at Delhi and Agra until the final
dissolution of the Mughal Empire. During the Muslim rule, the area formed part of Delhi

41 Tripathi, R.S. op. cit., pp. 289, 297.

42 Cunningham, A, The Ancient Geography of India (Varanasl 18&3)7p 292; Nevill, H.R., op. cit., p. 157.
43Mishra, V.B.: The GurjaraPratiharas and Their Times (Delhi 1963) p. 24.

4 Tripathi, R.S., History of Kannauj to the Mosiem Conquest (Delhi 1959) pp6284

45 Brown, C.J., The Coins of India, (Lodon 1922);MM&Rimdar R.C., op. cit, p. 300; Trapathi, R.S. op. cit,
pp.34041 vide Varun D.P. op. cit, p.21.

“mperial Gazetteer of India, Vol. XVIII, p. 85.

47 Atkinson, E., op. cit. Vol. lll, pp. 588.

48 Tripathi, R.S.: op. cit., p. 36.
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Sultanate and was ruled by Mohamad Ghauri and then ruled by Mohammad Tughlag. After
the battle of Taraori in 1192 A.D., Prithvi Raj Chauhan was defeated and the domination of
the district came under the sway of Shahadbdin Ghauri. He left Qutabd-din Aibak iR
charge of his conqueretkrritories, including the area covered by this distfftQutab-ud-
din-Aibak started consolidating his hold over his possesSion.

During the early period of 13th century A.D., the Jats who by now had risen into prominence
in the district did not allow he Muslim conquerors to establish themselvé3he Hindu
agricultural castes of Siyani and Bisnoi were driven out by the Muslims on the other hand,
with the support of the armies of the Slave kings. The Jats of Sisauli (the seat of the Chaudhry
of the Khg Baliyan) raided the village three times but failed to conquer it. Finally, it was
conquered in 1305 by a Baliyan Khap leader, Ram Rao Rana. The Muslim agricultural
population was driven out by the Jats, who then appropriated the agricultural lands. The
victory over this village was also a victory over the neighbouring villages. The quick collapse
of the various Muslim dynasties in northern India (before the advent of the Mughals in the
sixteenth century) made it possible for the Jats to consolidate tmiquest over the area,

which now comprises the khap Baliy&mhus, a political organization formed under Sarva
Khap was to protect the territories of Khaps from the invaders. However, it is not known how
far they resisted Qutwud-din-Aibak. But as faas Illtutmish is concerned, they acknowledged

his supremacy? In 1255 A.D., the Jats protested against the imposition of taxes on religious
worship and festival®'In 1267 they again protested but were dominated by Ghiyaslin.>®

Period V of Hastinaputahas yielded a coin of Ghiyasdih Balban (12687 A.D.), which
testifies the above fact. Some coins of Balban have also been found from the village Barala of
this district (housed in an Archaeological Museum at Muzaffarnagar).

After the Slave Dynastyhe district became a part of Alauddihilji's (12961316 A.D.)
empire>” Some silver coins of Alauddin Khilji have been found from Muzaffarnaga® city.
During the reign of Alauddin Khilji, the Sakiaapcouncil held a meeting at Shikarpur (Khap
Baliyan) and they decided to protest against forcing the local Hindus peasantry to pay one
half of the gross produce of their land, house tax, and grazing tax on all milk cattle. Ram Rao
Rana, Khap Baliyan and arnteader, conquered the village Soron, a stronghold of the

4https://censusindia.gov.in/2011census/dchb/DCHB_A/09/0902 PART_A_DCHB_MUZAFFARNAGZR .pdf
0 Habibullah, A.B.MThe Foundation of Muslim Rule in India, (Allahabad 1961), p. 82, vide Varun, D.P., op. cit,
p. 21.

°1H. R. NevilGovernment Press, 192Muzaffarnagar (India: Districtpg 157.

®2The Political System of the jats of northern India, M. C. PRADHAN, Reader in Anthrpoiedsk

University, Dharuiarpg 21.

S3prasad, Dr Ishwari, History of Medieval India. (Allahabad 1928) p. 138; Habibullah, op. cit., pp. #24, 261
54pradhan, M.C., op. cit., pp. 254, 262.

SSBalban (Haig, Sir W. (Ed), Cambridge History of India (Dlelii 1958), p. 73.

56of. Lai, B.B., op. cit, p. 102.

5" Prasad, Dr Ishwari, op. cit., pp. 1829.

%8 Information received from the State Museum U.P. vide Varun, D.P., op. cit., p.22.
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Muslims, as well as the adjoining areas. Soron, ultimately, became the military stronghold of
the Khap army and the seat of the hereditary vizirs of Khap Baliyais evident from the
discoveryof some coins of Gayasuddin Tughlaq, the first ruler of Tughlaqg dynasty in the
district that he had his sway over Muzaffarnafar.

During the reign of Muhamad@ughlaq (132%1 A.D.), the second ruler of this dynasty, the
famous Jain teacher and saintajmabhusuri came to Delhi and obtained an order (farman)
from the king to visit Hastinapura along with his discipl€ghe village Tughlaqpur, probably
named after Muhammadbin Tughlaq, also proves that he exercised his authority over this
district as wdl®? The district suffered a lot along with other parts of the doab with heavy
taxation under Muhammad Tughl&guring 133132 A.D. His successor Firozshah Tughlaq
was, however, liberal. He tried to lighten the fiscal burden on the cultivators of thib doa
district by reducing the land revenue demand and providing irrigation faciftties.

The first notable event connected with the district Muzaffarnagar, in Persian record, is
Taimur's march through the district in January 1399 A.D. The district was ouayrthme
invading hordes of Taimur from Central Asia. After the sack of Meerut, the conqueror
marched northwards either through Firozpur in pargana Hastinapura of Meerut district or
Firozpur in pargana Bhukerheri of the Muzaffarnagar district (Tughlagppargana Pur
Chhapar). While he was encamping there, he heard that Hindus had assembled at forts of the
Ganga. Taimur then sent on a force of 500 horsemen to disperse the enemy and marched
with the remaining force to Tughlagpur. Soon information was rexgkthat a force of Hindus

was coming down the river in forgight boats with the intention of fighting. Taimur then
marched on a horse with one thousand troops to crush thewsiter this fight, Taimur
returned to Tughlagpur and then crossed the Ganga eathe up to Bijnor district. Babar,

too, in his fifth expedition, passed down the Doab through this district. But for many years we
don't have any information on it or its people. Taimur left the region in a state of utter
confusion.

The Sarva Khap couhleld a meeting in 1403 A.D. at Shikarpur in Khap Baliyan for raising an
army to protect the Khap, areas agricultural produce, life and progféRy.this time Sheikhs,
Saiyids and the Pathans had occupied the region. No Muhammadan settlement of any
importance seems to have been made until the arrival of the Saiyids. The Saiyids of Barha,
who played an important role in this region, is stated by tradition to have settled down in the

*Ibid., 253.

€0 Srivastav, O.P, op. cit.

61 Cf. Jain, J.P., Hastinapuran@), (New Delhi 1955) p. 12.

62 Nevil, H.R., op. cit., p. 332.

63ziyaud-din Barani: Tarikhi- Firuzhsahi, (Hindi translation of extracts by Rizvi: Tughlag Kaleen Bharat, Part |
pp. 4041.

®4Habib, M. and Nizami, K.A.: Comprehensive History of Indi@g(l%26) p. 539.

®Nevill, H.R., op. cit., vol. lll pp. 158.

%6 Majumdar and Pushalkar, op. cit., vol. VI, p. 121.
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district seven generations before the time of Akbar. Towards the latwf &f the 14th

century, they influenced the local history of the district. Later on, this district was adopted by

the Salyids of different clans. During the Mughal period, this area became a favourite resort

of royal nobles of Mughal court and many of thebtained jagirs here. The history of Barha
{IA@ARA Ada AYOAYIFI(GSte O2yySOGSR gAGK (GKA& RA
uncertain®’

The district continued to be under the sway of the Lodi Sultans of Delhi and witnessed
considerablepolitical activity under theni® In the reign of Ibrahim Lodi at a later date his
authority became shaky and due to his policies, his nobles became disloyal. Babar, taking
advantage of the situation, in the later days during his fifth expedition, padsedioab
though this distric€® reached Panipat in 1525 A.D and defeated the Lodis. Rana Sangram
Singh, Khap leader, fought the battle of Khanwa, but was defeated by Babar. Thus, the area
including this district of Muzaffarnagar passed under the sway baB&Khap Panchayats
extended their support to lbrahim Lodi in 1517; then in 1527 Khap Panchayats did help
Maharana Sangram Singh against Babar. This period witnessed the growth of the power of
Jat Khap Panchayafs.

After Babar, his son Humayun took ovar1530 A.D. and the area including the district
Muzaffarnagar also passed into the control. The Saiyids of Barha occupied posts of some
AYLRZNIFYOS dzy RSNJ GKS {dzZNE 06SOldzaS GKS | NNRGI
by all historians as an entof importance. Saiyid Mahmud Barha of the Kundliwal House was

the first Barha Saiyid to have joined Mughal service. Before entering the Mughal service, he

was in the employment of Sikander Afghan. He deserted Sikander during the siege of Mankot

and cameover to the Mughals.

Traditionally, it is claimed that from Ghazni his four sons arrived in India in the army of
Shihabuddin Ghauri. These four sons, Saiyid Abul Fazl, Saiyid Abul Fuzail, Saiyid Daud, Saiyid
Najmuddin, settled in Tihanpur, Chatbanausinér and Kundli villages in Punjab respectively.

The families retained these names when they migrated to localities within the present
Muzaffarnagar District of Uttar Pradesh and are still known by these néniaging the

Mughal period, the Saiyids obBia occupied a prominent position and played a significant

role to strengthen the Mughal Empire. For the history of the doab comprising the modern
district of Muzaffarnagar during the Mughal period, a historical account of the Saiyids of Barha

%"https://censusindia.gov.in/2011census/dchb/DCHB_A/09/0902 PART_A DCHB_MUZAFFARNSWSAR.pdf
3.4.

® Tripathi, R.R.: Rise and Fall of the Mughal Empitah@ad 1960) p. 28.

®Nevill, H.R., op. cit, p. 158.

“Thenua, B. (2016). Khap Panchayats among the Jats of-Wesh A Socidistorical Interpretation of

Medieval Period. IRMternational Journal of Management & Social Sciences (ISSN2263%, 5(3), @2-407.
"INevill, p. 160.
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is indispesable. According to AirAkbari2i KS {F A@ARa&a 2F . I NKI RdzNAY .
a characteristic element in the population of the Muzaffarnagar district.

No accurate chronological account is available about the origin and history of the Saiyids of
Baha. Several views are given about the derivation of their name Barha. One view is based

on their preference to live outside (bahir) the city of Delhi. Another opinion is that it is taken

from 'Abrar’ i.e., the Pure Saiyid. Still, another view is that diney were Shias and followers

of twelve Imams, they called themselves 'Bariasahangir in his memoirs writes that "they

call twelve bara in Hindi". As in the Doab, there are twelve villages near each other which are

the native country of these Saiylls 4 KS& KI @S 06S02YS {¥DRugng | & a/{
the reign of Akbar and Jahangir, the Saiyids of Baraha were given this"texmdereference

of this can be found in botfiabagati-Akbariand Tuzaki-Jahangirf®.

In the later part of Mughal era faous Saiyed brothers, Hasan and Abdulla, have great
AYyTtdzSyOSo LYy G4KS RFrea 2F !'10FNRa NBAIy: Gf
except for Pargana Kandhla, which was then part of Sarkar of Dathhat time, the Pargana

of Muzaffarngar was known as Sarvat; later this was changed to Muzaffarnagar in the empire

of Shahjahan. During the reign of Akbar and his successors, this district became a favourite
resort of the noble of the court, many of whom obtained jagirs here. Sheikh Haddassu,

son of Sheikh Bina (Bhaniya) of Panipat, rose to great prominence under Jahangir and received

the title of Mukarrab Khan. Both father and son were surgeons by profession.

The main places where the Saiyids of Barha still live are Miradpatauli, Muzaffarnagar,

Jaoli, Tisang, Bakhera, Majhera, Chataura, Sambhalhera, Tilang, Bilaspur, Morna, Sardhaoli,
Kaila, Odha and Jansath, etc. During the reign of Akbar {168% A.D.) the Saiyids of this
district rendered singular service. The distrivas brought under the sway of Akbar, after the
second battle of Panipat in 1556 A.D., in which he was helped by a prominent Barha Saiyid,
Mohammad Khaff of Kundliwal, a resident of Mujhera.

Internal autonomy and religious freedom were granted to the khap councils under Sarv Khap
by Akbar through certain mandates. The Khap councils were given complete freedom in
judicial matters, and their leaders were recognised by the Delhi court. Theyhkddeedom

to carry out their social and religious functions under their customs and laws. The Jazia or the
religious tax was also abolishéd hirty-three coins of Akbar's reign have been found in the

2bid. Vol.l.p.427.

Nevill, p. 160.

"Nevill, p. 162.

> There is perhaps no town or village connected with them bearing the name of Barha, Cf.Irvine, op. cit, Vol. |
&1l, p.202.

76 Ainvi-Akbari |,p. 390 vide H,R. Nevill, ajt, Vol. Ill, p.161.

""AbulFazl: Aire-Akbari (Jarrett H.S.) Vol.ll, P. 2971

8 Atkinson, E., op. cit., p. 59.

® Pradhan, op. cit, p. 106.
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village of Garhi®During Jahangir's regime, Barhaiy&ds rendered unique services. Sheikh
Hasan is one of them who rose to great prominence. Besides being a mighty soldier, he was
a renowned surgeon. Sheikh Hasan was awarded the title Muqurrab Khan by Jahangir and
subsequently, he became popular as MuglrKhart A silver coin of Jahangir, issued in 1623
A.D., has been found in the village Sambhalhera of this di&triChere are several
monuments of Jahangir's period which have been described elsewhere. However, Mugarrab
Khan built a large tank in Kaira: Nurjahan, the queen appreciated it very métAccording

to a tradition Nurjahan had a residential place in Nurnagar.

During the reign of Shahjahan, the Saiyids of Tihanpuri branch had earned the imperial favour.
Muzaffar Khan was honoured with thélé of Khani-Jahan. He was also bestowed with the
jagir of forty villages in Pargana Khatauli and Sarwat. Muzaffarnagar was founded in about
1633 A.D. (before that date the area was known as Saftdfluzaffar Khan laid the
foundation of a new town at&wat (at that time the Sarwat was almost deserted). His son
Saiyid Abdul Mansur Khan completed it and named the new town Muzaffarfalgadue
course of time the town became a fdledged district. The name of Saiyid Abdul Mansoor
Khan is preserved ithe name of village Mansurpur, in Pargana Khata8everal gold and
silver coins of Shahjahan have been found in Sambhalhera and J&Wsathmber of
mosques and sarais were constructed during the reign of Shahjahan.

The Saiyids of this district alsendered services in the reign of Aurangzeb (16387

A.D.).They also participated in his military campdfgh.dzNJA y 3 | dzNF y 31 S0 Qa LIS
mosques and forts were built. To conclude, the district has a rich historical record of events,

ups and downgspolitical rivalries, takeovers and overthrows of dynasties. In 1763, Sikhs
invaded Saharanpur and ravaged this area. After this, there were several attempts to dispose

of the ruler and set their political authority. After Ghulam Qadir took over, he btetealt

with Sikhs and they never dared to trouble him agéin.

After the capture of Meerut and execution of Ghulam Qadir in 1788 at the hands of the
Marathas, the latter soon marched southwards through Muzaffarnagar and annexed the
northern districts ofwhich Ghani Bahadur of Banda became the first Maratha Govét@or.

the death of Madhoji Sindhia in 1794 A.D, the Sikhs across the Jamuna were ready for further
raids. The Sikhs thus invaded again in 1795 A.D. and succeeded in driving the Maratha garrison

80 |nformation received from the State Museum, U.P. vide Varun, D.P, op. cit., p. 25.
81 Atkinson, E. op. cit, p. 589

82 nformation received from the State Museum U.P. vide Varun, D.P., op. cit, p. 25.
83 The Tuzuk-Jahangiri, Vol., I, pp. 1412. cf. Nevill, H.R., op. cit, p.332.

84 Jarett, H.S., op. cit, vol. II, p. 297.

8 Atkinson, E., cp. cit, p. 600.

8 |bid pp.70203.

87 Information received by State Museum, U.P. vide Varun, D.P. op. Git., p. 26.

88 Atkinson, E., op. cit., p. 68,

8NevillBijnore, A Gazetteer, Part 14, pg 177.

9ONevillSaharanpur, A Gazetteer, R65.
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from Saharanpur. George Thomas, the newly appointed Governor of Saharanpur by
Lakwadada went to their rescue.

Freedom Struqagle

In November 1801, the treaty of Lucknow was concluded and it gave the British the Lower
and Central Doab, Gorakhpur, and a gigartion of Rohilkhand. This was followed by a treaty

of Bassein, which Sindhia considered so injurious, that at once war was declared. The British
marched upon Delhi and defeated a Sikh contingent under Louis Bourquien expelled the
Mahrattas, and eventuly, Muzaffarnagar came into their possession with the remainder of
the conquered provinces. After the conquest in 1803, the district was attached to
Moradabad. In August 1804 the area comprising the present district of Muzaffarnagar was
assigned to Sahanpur. For the first two years, the part of the district was administered by a
resident of Delhi, until when the entire area was divided into northern and southern charges
under the collector stationed at Saharanpur and Meeftt.

In August, 1804, the psent district of Muzaffarnagar was assigned to Saharanpur. This painting, in the
watercolour medium, depicts the beautiful Ganges Canal in Roorkee, Saharanpur. The painting dates back to
1863 and was made by William Simpson.
Sourcehttp://www.bl.uk/onlinegallery/onlineex/apac/other/019wdz000001012u00000000.html

9lhttps://censusindia.gov.in/2011census/dchb/DCHB_A/09/0902_PART_A DCHB_MUZAFFARNAGAR.pdf
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The entire Doab rose in their rear, and in October 1804, Sher Singh of Burhiya and Rai Singh
led the last great Sikh expedition across the Jumna by Rajghat opposite Sultanpur. After a
small skirmish with the Sikhs in 1804, Colonel Burn returned to Saharanpur, and early in the
next January drove out small parties of Sikhs who had advanced asMazafarnagar on a
purely plundering expedition. With the advent of British, many of the Saiyids who had left the
district returned, but many, and indeed most of them had been so long away that they were
unable to prove their title to their ancestral lanBut a danger awaited the Saiyids, both the
returned emigrants and the surviving residents, which in the words of Mr.Cadell was more
FLart G2 GKSY® ' £ SGGSNI LINBaAaSNWSR Ay (KS
interesting account of the state ohé district generally at that time. It was written by Mr.
Guthrie on the occasion of his handing over the office of Magistrate of the Southern division
of Saharanpur to the newly appointed Magistrate resident at Meerut.

It was in 1824 when the district was formed by creating acnilectorship at Muzaffarnagar,

with revenue Jurisdiction over the parganas of Muzaffarnagar, Baghra, Shamli, Bidauli,
Jhinjhana, Charthawal, Khatauli, Jauli, Purchhapar, Gordhanpur, Bhokdaresath, Soron

and Lalukhery?

Soon, the British established themselves in India, and in 1826 Muzaffarnagar became a
revenue district of the East India Company regime. In 1826, thecslldctor ship was
converted into a regular district and further chgas took place. Since then, further changes
were of minor importance. The Rajputs, Tagas and Bratonans are said to be the early colonists
of this district; traditionally this was followed by J&ts.

In the north of the eastern parganas Taga, Gujar, Jat and Rajput communities were invested
with proprietary rights, whilst, in the exceptional cases, Saiyids were declared proprietors,
and the moneylenders who had purchased, in some cases, the rightaigidS, and in others
those of the representatives of cultivating communities, received the fullest consideration.
The representatives of the old Gujar Rajas were allowed to retain only those estates to which
no adverse claim of any strength was made. fie south, Saiyids were confirmed in full
possession of the proprietary right in those estates which their ancestors had acquired.
Consequent upon the settlement of 183® the next great series of change took place in
1841. The district has a history ofti@e participation in the freedom struggle during the
twentieth century. The people of the district took part in all the movements initiated by the
great national leaders. During the first struggle for freedom in 1857, a lot of events unfolded
in the distiict. During that period, British property was destroyed and the treasury was looted.
British officers and soldiers were killed. But this reprisal against British rule was ruthlessly
crushed.

92 Census of India 198I, Uttar Pradesh, series 22, Districii@drandbook: Part Xl A village and Town
Directory, District Muzaffarnagar, (Lucknow).
93 i

Ibid.
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The history of mutiny in this district presents a marked conttaghe account given of the
neighbouring district, Saharanpur. This account is taken from Mr R.M. Edwards' official
narrative, dated November 16th, 1868. When the outbreak at Meerut, on the 10th of May,
took place, Mr. Berford, the Magistrate of Muzaffagar, was at Saharanpur and at once
returned to his district. He was then met with the most exaggerated reports of a general rising
throughout the Doab, and he hastily issued orders that all the public offices should be closed.
The effect of this measureag the impression that the British rule was suspended throughout
the district and rumours of the rapid approach of mutineer troops gained ground. All the
public offices were burned down on 14th of May and Mr.Grant believed that the destruction
of the recods was brought about by the Saiyids and that they had spread false tales of
approaching mutineers.

During the first struggle for freedom in 1857, a lot of action was seen in the district. Mohar
Singh of Shamli and SaiyPdthans of Thana Bhawan fought amgtithe British and captured

the Tehsil of Shamit. This attack at Shamli Thana Bhawan was headed by Qazi Mahbub Ali
and his nephew Inayat Ali Khan, who was captured. The rebels murdered 113 men in cold
blood and the ferocity of the musalmans was shownhgyslaughtering of all who took refuge

in the mosque and temple adjacent to the Tehsil. But later on, the British army showed its
brutality and recaptured the area. A lot of freedom fighters were killed by them and this
attempt failed®

The history of he district since the mutiny has been very uneventful. The chief occurrences
worthy of record are the two settlements of the land revenue; references have also been
made to the famines and years of scarcity that have occurred since 1857, and to the great
development of irrigation and its effects in the region.

Modern History

After these attempts, the course of the Indian National Movement changed and the Indian
National Congress came to the fore. The educated elite took the path of peaceful
constitutionalmethods. On the 6th of April, 1919 the office of Indian National Congress was
opened. The freedom struggle in Muzaffarnagar was guided by the national movement in
India. A lot of police atrocities took place in the district. Many freedom fighters werénput

jail on fabricated charges, but they refused to be cowed down. In 1939, the 10th district
political conference was held at Muzaffarnagar on 23rd December, under the Prestiipnt

of Purshottam Das Tandon, who appealed to participants to suspend &b ek British
government. The Quit India movement of 1942 saw lots of activities in Muzaffarnagar as well.
Mr. Hardam Singh of Bhera made the declaration of Independence. A lot of students of the

%“https://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/history/
95 |pid.
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district went to jail. But their enthusiasm was not weakerby the police torture. Mr. Keshav
Gupta's residence was the venue of the flag hoisting ceremony on the day of independence
when India had its 'Tryst with Destiny'. Pt. Sunder Lal, Lala Hardayal, Shanti Narayan of
Khatauli are some of the most famous nesrof intellectuals who were related to the national
movement. Apart from them, there is an unending list of people who sacrificed their lives
during the freedom struggle.

Liyakat Ali Khan, the first Prime Minister of Pakistan, was from Muzaffarnagar.

Thus, we have tried to outline the historical flow of the district. From the period of Harappan
culture to the present day, Muzaffarnagar has been full of activities and always in thé*news.

™

Shukrataal, Muzaffarnagar.
Image Sourcemuzaffarnagar.nic.inhftps://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/gallery/shukartaddoly-gangagallery/)

8bid.
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Famous Personalities of
Muzaffarnagar

Liaquat Ali Khan

(Sourcehttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liaquat_Ali_Khgn

I .NRARGAAK SN} &a0NHzZOGdzNE KSNB ¢l a 2y0S 26y SR
Khan, whose extended family lived in Jansath tedfdilluzaffarnagar, Kehkashan, in a white
bungalow with manicured lawns, rows of trees and iron grills located in the Company Bagh

area of Muzaffarnagar. The bungalow is presently in the custody of a family from the Purqazi

area of Muzaffarnagar, who claitheir forefathers bought it from the family of Liaquat Ali

Khan.
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Pt. Sunder Lal

6

PUNDIT SUNDERLAL SHARMA

(Sourcehttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandit_Sundarlal_Sharma_(Open)_University

Pt. Sunder Lal was born in villagsiakherj Saharanpur distrian the state ofUttar Pradesh
He participated in théndian independence movemeand afterindian independencgoined
active politics.
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Mohar Singh

(Sairce:https://www.jatland.com/home/Mohar_Singh

Chaudhary Mohar Singh was a freedom fighter fishamlin Uttar PradeshDuring the first
War for freedom in 1857, a ot of action was enacted in the district
of MuzaffarnagarChaudhary Mohar Singdf Shamli and the Saiydehthans of Thana
Bhawan fought against the British and captured the Teh$Shafmli
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Lala Har Dayal

83
LALA HAR DAYAL
HiIA
INDIA 60

1987

(Sourcehttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Har_Dayal

Lala Har Dayal, (born Oct. 14, 18B4}hi India died March 4, 193%hiladelphia U.S.),
Indian revolutionary and scholar who was dedicated to the removal of British influence in
India.
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A Meélange of Cultures

The former administrative units of the Indian subcontinent in the times of the Delhi sultanate,
Mughal reign and British Raj were knowrPasganasDuring the reign of'5SMughal emperor

Shah Jahan, Sayied Muzaffar Khan (a minister) received forty sillagegir in parganas
YKFGFdzfE A | YR { I NBKhan JahanSkaB Jaaidl K Si KFR dayARISIRS i KYS
old town of Sarwat or Sarot in 1633 with the lands of Khera and Sujru which was completed

by his son, Munawar Lakshar Khan, who in turmed the city as Muzaffarnagar after his

father, Muzaffar Khan.

Today, this sugar bowl of India in north western Uttar Pradesh is well connected with national
highways and railway networks and is booming as an industrial corridor. In the past,
Muzaffarnaga, due to its strategic location, was a centre for many political and economic
activities. It is also indicated that this district was a hub of activities during the Mahabharata
era due to its proximity with Hastinapur and Kurukshetra.

The land in the doabegion of upper Ganga and Yamuna has a diverse population which gets
reflected in the languages spoken in the district. The form of Hindi spoken in the district is
Khartboli. Kauraviis another name assigned to it, probably after the ancient Kauravastule

The language gradually evolved from Sanskrit via Prakrit and Apabhransha, spoken in these
parts in the ancient and early medieval period. Urdu and Punjabi are the other two dominant
languages of the distric?’

There are two principal communities, duns and Muslims. Apart from the four rigid divisions

of castes in Hinduism, i.e.: Brahmans, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras, many independent
castes have emerged with sub castes of their own such a3atsand theGujars TheTyagis

or Tagaswere the ealiest colonists and claim to be a branch of Brahmans. Later, most of
them embraced Islam during the reign of Aurangzeb. They are mainly cultivators.

Jats occupy the dominant position in the district. According to oral accounts (in verses) called
sakha Jts had migrated to this district from Gurgaon district of Haryana in the second half
of the twelfth century. Their tribal organization and khap panchayats dominate this area till
date. The Gujars, who are also an agriculturalist class like the Jatspilaystress on cattle
rearing and claim a Rajput origin. Most of the Muslims in the region are Sunnis, the most
prominent of which are th&aiyidscommonly known aBaraha SaiyidsThe history of Baraha
Saiyids is intimately connected with the history otidffarnagar. The Tihanpuri Saiyids,
Jagneri Saiyids, along with Chttauri and Kundliwal families, were famous families of undivided
Muzaffarnagar. In the later part of the Mughal era, the famous Saiyid brothers became the

9Dangli P.VaruynUttar Pradesh District Gazeers: Muzaffarnagar(Rampur, U.P, Government of Uttar
Pradesh,1990), 52
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king makers. But after the fall tfie Saiyid brothers, Sikhs plundered the area and later the
East India Company established its regime. Jains, Sikhs, Buddhists and Christians too inhabit
the district and over the years have nurtured the cultural heritage of Muzaffarr&gar.

The culturalconfluence of Muzaffarnagar has an Indo Islamic flavour which is very much

visible in the historical town of Jansath in this district. The area has one of the largest
concentrations of Saiyids in India. It also contains several old monuments of Mughs/ time
AyOf dzRAY3I GKS Wwly3a al KFIfQX (GKS K2dzaS 27F (K
5FNBIFTFQd WHyaliK KFra aS@OSNrf 20KSNJ 2f R Y2yd:
Choti Haveli and Kili Darwaja. There is a famous mausoleum in Muzgtakreown a8ahu

ki Mazarwhere the wife of Munawar Lashkar Khan is cremated. Apart from monuments,

places of worship like Bhairo ka Mandir, Akshay Vat Vriksha, Ganeshdham, Hanumatdham,
Durgadham, and Vahelna are prime pilgrimage centers that are assoaidth the epics of

pauranic times and have associated festivities celebrating the rich folklore of the region.

Festivals: People, beliefs and markers of their belief

Celebrations of festivities are the pulse of the Indian population. There are regional calendars
for Hindus across India. People of north and central India follow Vikram Samvat which follows
the lunar cycle. According to the calendar there are twelve meritdginning with Chaitra.

The series of Hindu festivals in the district actually commences with Sitala Astami that falls on
the 8" day of the first fortnight of Chaitra when the goddess Sitala is worshipped.

Ram Navamis celebrated on the'@day of thebright half of that month, commemorating

the birth of Rama, and is celebrated with great enthusiasm. Grand processions are taken out
in various parts of the city like Nayi Mandi and temples across the city hold minor and major
festivities around Ram Navmi.

Hanuman Jayantis celebrated on Purnima (full moon day) during the Chaitra month, the first
month of the Hindu calendar. It falls a few days after Ram Navami and is believed to be the
birthday of Lord HanumanHanumatdham, is situated in the Shukratal wen of
Muzaffarnagar district and was constructed in 1987. It is a 72 ft. high idol and was installed
by two prominent devotees, Sudarshan Singh Chakra and Inder Kumar. The idol was made by
Shri Keshav Ram and was inaugurated by Swami Kalyandev Mahtrajfromt of the idol is

an open courtyard with a Yagyashala and on the other side, there is a Katha Manch. Just

%pangli P.VaruynUttar Pradesh District Gazetteers: Muzaffarngg&®ampur, U.P, Government of Uttar
Pradesh,1990), 537.
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behind the idol are shrines of Lord Rama, Shri Radha Krishna and a hut of Shri Sudarshan
Chakra®®

v

Hanumatdham
(Sourcehttps://muzaffarnagarnic.in/touristplaces/)

The Vaisakh month is important for Sikhs as a celebratioviagfakh PurnimaFairs in the
gurudwaras are organized. On theMday of Jayistha (2 month of the Hindu calendar) falls

Bargad Amavasy&vatSavitri). On this day, anried women fast for the longevity of their

Kdzaol yRQa fAFS I yR 2FiRkBasli Anéngshiar Makadev3bddir (0 2 (0 K
in Gandhi colony witnesses a large number of women devotees on thi¥tay.

%https://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/placesf-interest/

10%Dangli P.varynUttar Pradesh District Gazetteers: Muzaffarngg&®ampur, U.P, Government of Uttar
Pradesh,1990), 61
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Shukrataal Ganges Holy Be{(Bourcehtt://mzaarnag';ér.nic.in/touristplaces/)

The Ganga or Jeth Dasahmabathing festival, is celebrated on theM@ay of the latter half

of the Jayistha month. It is a festival celebrated in honour of the River Ganga. According to

the legends,onthd RI & DIFy3F RSa0OSYyRSR (G2 GKS SINIK
forefathers of a curse. The Jayistha Dasahra fair is held at Shamli, Badauli Sayed in Kairana
tehsil and at Shukratal, and attracts large congregatihs.

Naga panchmfalls on the % day of the bright half of Sravana, when the nagas or serpent
Gods are worshipped with offerings of milk, flowers and rice. On these occasions, the Ekadash
Rudra Shivling temple is flooded with pilgrims who come with immense hope and%aith
Ekadash Rudra Shivling also of prime importance in the complexRfiairo ka Mandir As

the name suggests, it is a collection of 11 different shivlings. The temple is said to be more
than 700 years old. The mapindais of Shiva and the other 10 adevoted to his avatars:
Hanuman, Bhairav, Parshuram etc. It is believed that whosoever pertdvhshelk(offering

of milk) once, gets the fortune equivalent to 11 times and wins over death too. The month of
Sravana (Jubpugust) is very pious for the daetees of the temple. Hindus usually fast every
Monday to Lord Shiva and/or every Tuesday to the Goddess Parvati. Maulanas too visit the
temple and take vows. There are many Arabic engravings on the walls of the temple. Every
year the Gram Samaj organiZéiivratri.

Shivratrih & OSt SONI GSR Ay K2y 2dzNJ 2 ¥Pday & thedarRiEalf Y I NNA
of Phalguna (last month of the Hindu calendar). A fast is observed and the temples of Shiva

are decorated. The Gram Samaj puts up the Kawand Shiva for the devotees. Vishal

Bhandar is also put up for the food arrangement of the pilgrims. Over time, small fairs have

also come up due to the expansion in the number of devoté€&sor the Arya Samajis of the

district, Shivratri is a memorable daydaeise Dayanada Sarsawati (the founder of Arya Samaj)

0Ipangli P.VarynUttar Pradesh District Gazetteers: Muzaffarnag@ampur, U.P, Government of Uttar
Pradesh,1990), 662

192varun, 6162

10%https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sn4eryjFHVo
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got enlightenment on this night. They celebrate the week preceding this deyshsBodha
Saptahand arrange discourses by learned scholars for seven days.
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Ekadash Rudra Shivling
(Sourceghumakkar.om)

Raksha Bandhais another important festival of Muzaffarnagar. On thé"iday of the first
half of the month of Sravana, rakhis (thread symbolising protection) are tied by sisters around
the right wrists of their brothers and by the Brahman prieststioeir patronst®

Bhadra or Bhado month of the Hindu calendar corresponds to August/September. Of the 8
day of the dark half of Bhadra to commemorate the birth anniversary of Lord Krishna,
Janamashtmis celebrated.

In the same montAnant Chaturdasiwhich falls on the 1% day of the later half of Bhadra,

is celebrated. It is a day to worship Vishnu in his eternal form. It coincides with the 10 day
festival of Ganesh Chaturthi and falls on the concluding @Ganeshdhanfeatures a 35 ft.

high statue ofLord Ganesha. With Hanumatdham at the back, it is located near Sukhdeva
Teela. River Tripatha flows on one side and Vat Vriksha on the othéfs#&lgant Chaturdasi

10%/arun, 61
10https://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/placesf-interest/
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is an important day in the religious festivities of Jains too. Digamabar Jains observe
Paryushana, commonly known Bashlakshana Paryaduring the last ten days of Bhadra.
Anant Chaturdashi is the last day of Paryushana. On this day, Kshamavani Jdors ask
forgiveness for mistakes they have made intentionally or otherwise.

™

Ganeshdham
(Source https://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/tourisiplaces/)

The 3@ day of Ashvina is thRitra Visarjan Amavasywhich is devoted to the memory of

the deceased kinsmeH® In the month of AshvinalNavratriis celebrated. During Navratri,
Durga is worshipped for 9 days continuously in the bright half of the Ashvina. "dweey ®f

this is known as Durgdavmi. The following day is Dasahra or Vijay Dasami, dedicated to the
worship of Goddess Vijaya, also commemorating the victory of Ram over Ravana. Ramlila
celebrations are held at different places in the district. 4 major fairs associated with Ramlila

108/arun, 6162
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are set up in the districtDurga dhamis a popular site for worshippers ob@dess Durga. A
51 ft. statue stands next to lord Shiva. There is also a natural cave at the site. The dham
attracts many worshippers during festivals like Navrifi.

The fourth day of the first half of the Kartik is callédrwa Chauthwhen married women
keep a fast for the welbeing of their husband®ipavalior Diwali falls on the last day of the
dark half of Kartik. Festivities start two days earlier idttanteras celebrated as the birthday

of Dhanwantari, the divine physician. On the main dayhef fiestival every Hindu house is
illuminated with diyas and electric lights and the goddess Lakshmi is worshigpgdrdhan
Pooja is performed on the next day after Diwali when women worship the replica of
Govardhan Mountain (prepared with cowdung). Ore t® day of the bright fortnight of
Kartika, Chitraguptapuja or Dwait Poojais performed to pay symbolic homage to
Chitragupta, said to be endowed with celestial powers for keeping accounts, and claimed by
the Kayastha community as their patron deity.eT$éame dayBhai Doojis also celebrated
when women put the roli mark on the forehead of their brothers. Th& ddy of this fortnight

of the same month is known &e\+Uthan Ekadasiconsidered auspicious for fixing marriages
and other social functions lwch remain suspended for the preceding four months.

Kartik Purnimais a Hindu, Sikh, and Jain festival which is celebrated on the full moon day or
the 18" f dzy' F NJ Rl & 2 F ipacenbdEni Rafik njobtl? i Siciléddlto be the
most sacred amongll the twelve months of the year. It is also knownResv Diwalior
Tripurari Purnimaas it is believed that Shiva in his form of Tripurantaka killed Tripusara on
this day. When Kartik Purnima falls in the Krittika Nakshatra, it is known as Maha Kapti, wh
has more significance. According to Hindu legend, it is believed that on this day, Gods
descended to Earth in the holy rivers. Hence, by taking holy dip in sacred rivers, devotees seek
blessingsThe Kartiki Purnima fair at Shukratah Jansath tehsils the biggest Hindu bathing

fair of the district and attracts lakhs of pilgrims and saints on the banks of the Ganga. Guru
Nanak Jayanti is also celebrated on the same day of Kartik Purnima as it marks the birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev.

In the town ofShukratal/Sukteerthin the Muzaffarnagar district, the site of pilgrimage for
Hindus is said to have existed for about 5000 years. It is 13 km from Morna bus station in
Jansath tehsil. It is believed to be the site where Parikshit (the gandf Arjun) heard the
sermon of Srimad Bhagwat delivered by Shuk Deva. It is also the venue of a big fair held
annually on Kartik Purninm&?

10%https://www.nativeplanet.com/muzaffarnagar/attractions/cdgadham/

108 ttps://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/travel/destinations/shukratavith-its-ancientattractionsis-a-tourists-
dreamcometrue/as65624178.cms
Varun, 59 and 272
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In the month of Agrahayan&aalbhairav Jayants celebratedBhairon ka mandiis also one

of the prominent temples in the district. Every yeBhairav Kaal Ashtami Mahotsais

OSt SONY¥GSR gAGK IANBIFG LRYL YR aK2gd YI I
tlF1aKFQ 2F (GKS Y2y iK® YI It ooklhheXddd Adproddssion y i A
of Batuk Bhairav Baba is taken out during the Mahotsav. Batuk Bhairav is worshipped as an
avatar of Lord Shiva. According to popular myths, it is believed that once there was an
argument between the male Hindu trinity of Brahméishnu and Mahesh as to who was the
most supreme of all. When Shiva claimed to be superior, Vishnu backed out but Brahma
challenged him. The argument heated up and it got to a point when sages and scholars had
to intervene but Brahma did not back down. Anraged Shiva took the form of Bhairav and

cut off the 8" head of Brahma. As he cut off Brahma's head with his nail, the skull was stuck
and from then it is known as Brahma Kalpa. This depiction is found in all Brahma temples in
India. It is believed thate is kind and easily bestows his devotes with wealth and prosperity.

YI I . vahahis\dbkEdR dog. Therefore, black dogs are valued on the kaal ashtmi. Also,
every Shakti peeth is guarded by Lord Kaal Bhairav aka Bhatuk Bhairav. The prim@taye to

to Kaal Bhairav is in the Rahu Kaal, i.e from 4:30 p.m to 6:00 p.m. Bhairav Ashtami Mahotsav
holds elaborate rituals including Ganesh puja, Vedi pujan, Dhwajarohan, Sundarkand path,
hawan, rudrabhishek ratri, purnahuti aarti and lastly bhog pragsekotees from Jain and
Buddhist communities also worship god Bhaitéh.

Lohriis celebrated with organized fairs in the month of Pausa by the Sikh&akat Chauth
falls on the &4 day of the dark half of Magha, when the male children cut out the figfire
goat made of til and their mothers keep a faBtakar Sankratimarks the transit of the sun
from Dhanu (Sagittarus) to Makara (Capricorn) and is celebrated as a bathing fo/stezait
Panchamiwhich falls on the 8 day of the later fortnight of Maa, is devoted to the worship
of Saraswati, the goddess of learning.

Holi is the concluding festival of the Vikram era, celebrated on the last day of Phalguna.
Bonfires are lit at crossroads at a fixed time to commemorate the annihilation ofwaill,ill

p.
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Barley is roasted in the fire as offerings to the gods. It is a festival of colours. People rub
coloured powder on each other in a frolicsome mood. People visitr tredatives and
distribute sweets. The rural inhabitants sipgagwith dholaks, the folk song of the season,
before and after the day of the festiv&l

In Meerut, theNauchandiMela or fair is held for about two weeks after Holi every year and
is visitedby lakhs of people. After the Nauchandi Mela gets over in Meerut in Mayxfh,
the fair shifts to Muzaffarnagar with a new namdumaish During the British rule, a

0% ttps://www.nativeplanet.com/muzaffarnagar/attractions/bhaireka-mandir/
https://www.amarujala.com/uttarpradesh/muzaffarnagar/bhairakabas-grandprocessioawastaken-out-
muzaffarnaganewsmrt454119978

1yvarun, 59 and 61
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Wy dzYF AaKQ 2F K2NARS&a O6RAaLI & 2F K2NE$AGKDS I dz
took the form of a trade fair where several amusement activities, from circus to puppet shows

and swings to a variety of indigenous cuisine, became an integral part of the event. Numaish

is not a religious festival and has been given a new namedmdity by the government

today aslila Krishi Evam Audyogik Pradarshinit the local folk still call ilumaish!!?

Akshya Vat Vrikshaalso known as Akshya Vat, is as old as the town of Shukratal and it is
believed that Sage Shuk Deva narrated the SdifBhagwat Gita to Maharaj Parikshit, the
grandson of the great archer Arjun of the greatest epic Mahabharata, beneath it. According

G2 GKS fS3SyR: G4KS GUNBS R2SayQi aKSR Sl @gSa
ALISOALE yYI YSEAYKES /KGNS DMy RKAE K2fé GNBS
tie a red thread around the tree to fulfill their wishes.

The myth that is popular among the masses relates that once Maharaj Parikshit went for a
hunt to the jungle. He became exhausted amds looking for water desperately. He came

I ONRP&aa {KFEYA(G adzyAQa FaKN}XY FyYyR FaA1SR FT2NJ gl
agitation the king threw a dead snake over his neck. However, this tactic too failed to awaken
KAY® . dzi (KS kiodzgbbuRthe niisghjef ofittde kinglad in pain he cursed that
whosoever did this to his father would die of a snake bite within a week. When Maharaj
Parikshit got to know about the curse, he abandoned his royal palace and went to Shukratal
andtherehe8  NISR OKIyaGAy3I [2NR YNRAKYIlI Q& yIlIYSo
narrated Shrimad Bhagwat Gita to him under the same Akshaya Vat Vriksha which is visited
by devotees today. He explained how death cannot be escaped and that it is futile to fear it.
BEvery year Bhagwat Katha is organized at the Akshya Vat Vriksha in the tdwe.katha at

the Shuk Deva ashram continues for a week with holy rituals and yajna. Pilgrims from all over
the world come here to seek forgiveness and peace. There is a ShukeDwpla near the

tree where majestic idols of sage Shuk Deva and King Parikshit have been'flaced.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/meerut/3yrs-after-13-riots-Numaishto-be-held-in-
Muzaffarnagar/articleshow/53863569.cms

U2https://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/placesf-interest/
https://muzaffarnagamic.in/tourist-place/akshyavat/
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Akshya Vat Vriksha
(Sourcehttps://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/touristplaces/)

Besides the popular form of Hinduism, some people have faith in their favoaritesiyara

ji is a saint worshipped by Gujars whose principal shrine is in Ramdewa (a village in Saharanpar
tehsil). The fair held in his honour falls on thé @ay of the dark fortnight of Chaitra. The
AalAyiQa F2f{t26SNAR 6SIFNJoflO] ySO(lfl O0Sa G @K

Goga Pior Zahir pir is another popular deity worshipped by both Hindus and Muslims. Fairs
are held in the month of Sravana and Bhadra. Umhaiyo ka Melais celebrated in the
memory of the saint Goga Pir, in all the tehsils except Budhana and is attended in large
numbers.

Baba Kalus yet another local saint held in great reverence particularly by Chamar, Kahar and
the Kumhar communitie&t?

Another principal religion of the district is Islam. In the Islamic calendar there are twelve
months, like Muharram following Safar, Rabi al awar (Rabi I), Rabi Il, Jumada I, Jumada II,
wkealys {KIFEQol Yy wlAYIRRIKY 3 yéRKijiad calGff 2 Yok

Id ul zuha(Bakrid) is one of the important Muslim festivals celebrated in the district, in the
month of Zulhijja to commemorate the occasion when Ibrahim resolved to treat his son as an
offering to mark the highest form of sacrificial spirit which wassbéd by God the merciful

U3yv/arun, 59
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their namaz in idgahs and sacrifice sheep and goats.

The first ten days of the month of Muharram is mourned by the Shias devotedpefate

the martyrdom of Imam Husain, the grandson of the prophet of Islam and his companions on
the battle field of Karbala. On Ashra, the last of these ten days which is the most important
as Imam Husain was killed on that day, tazias are taken obufial at Karbala. Chelhum, on

the 20" of Safar, falling on the 40day of Ashra, usually marks the end of the mourning.

On the 12" of the month of rabial-awwal fallsBarawafat which marks the birthday of
Prophet Muhammad, when alms are distributeddadiscourses of his life and mission are
held.

On the 14 day of Shabarabe-baratis celebrated, which marks the birth of thet1inam

of the ShiasRamadaris the month of fasting. The end of Ramadan is celebratdd-akfitr

by offering namaz idgahs and mosques and exchanging gifts and greetings. A typical feature
of this festival is the consumption of vermicelli or sewain.

Many Muslims put faith in pirs (Muslim saints). Fairs held in the district are generally urs
celebration. On the 8 day of Shawal,W!| N& fait iNdele@ated at village Shoron in
Budhana tehsil. Others are the urskiiwaja Sahebin the months of Novembebecember

held at KairanaBaba Chand khan ki Roshais on Ramadan in Muzaffarnagar tehsigla

Nasir Alion the 29 Friday of Jayistha at Jansaliftela Peeron Jayistha at Khand Rawale and

the urs of Mastan Shah in the month of Shawal at Khera Mastan in Budhana tehsil. The
Muharram fairs are held at Kandhla in Budhana Tehsil and at Khanjahanpur, 3km away from
Muzaffamagar bus statiod!*

Jains form one of the most important classes of the mercantile community and are generally
known as Sarwagi¥ahelnais an important pilgrimage site for Jains. This site has a mosque,
a Shiva temple and a Jain temple sharing a common wall. It is also kno®mrias008
Parshwanath Digambar Jain Atisheya Che#rad has an idol of Lord Parshwanath. A newly
built 31 ft. manolith statue of Lord Parshwanath has been installed in the Jain Mandir. Jains
celebrate the birth and nirvana anniversaries of the last tirthankara, Mahavira, the former on
the 13" day of the bright half of Chaitra and the latter on Dipavali deshtanhika Parvis
celebrated for eight days three times a year in the month of Kartik, Phalgun and Ashad. It is
celebrated from the eighth day of Shukla Paksh till Purnima/Guru Purnima every year. Their
important fair WWI Ay i debiéfé® @ lord Mahavirais held at Vahelna in
Muzaffarnagar tehsil, in the month of Bhadra when they assemble for prayers and religious
rites11°

U4/arun, 63

Uhttps://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/tourisiplace/vehlna/
Varun, 64
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Vahelna
(Sourcehttps://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/touristplaces/)

Religion is a dominant aspect for the people of Muzaffarnagar district. It paints its cultural
vibrance and makes it an attractive pilgrim tourist destination. All festivals of all religions are
celebrated with equal enthusiasm and through these festiyeeple preserve their rich
culture and faith and pass it on to the generations ahead.
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Arts and Crafts

Paper Cluster

The paper cluster of Muzaffarnagar has around 29 units. According to a manual published by
the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), the entire paper cluster is geographically divided into
three areas: Bhopa Road, Jansath Road and Shamli in Muzaffarnagat. dfst

In terms of raw material usage, the mills can be broadly put in two categomeste paper
based and agrevaste based. Similarly, for finished products too, though the bulk of the mills
produce onlycraft paper, a few of them have startguoducing writing papet!’ Additionally,

some units also produce printing paper, filter paper, gray board, poster paper and hard tissue
paper.

Paper is a natural product, manufactured from a natural and renewable raw material: wood.

Wood is the primary na material for this industry. It is made from cellulose fibres that are
02dzyR 123SGKSNI o6& fAIYAYyDd ¢KS Ylrydzat y20Sa
uses either the waste paper or agro residue as a source of lignin needed for the paper
manuacturing process. Recovered paper has become as important a source of new paper as
wood-recovered paper now accounts for more than half of the fibres used in the production

of paper. However, fibre cannot be usefully recycled endlessly; so there is amgngeed

G2 ¥TSSR (KS adzlll & 2F NBEO2OSNBR FTHONBE gAGK ¢

Image Source: The Indian Exprdrﬂms://indianexpress.com/aicle/india/india—others/the—economvof-fearl)

6 6 Manual on Energy Conservati on MeeasaiEnergyEffiencPaper Cl
(BEE), Ministry of Power, Government of India
117 ki
Ibid.
18 pjd.

52


https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/the-economy-of-fear/

Wood Carving

Saharanpur is popular for its wood carving artisans. An important district for the
YEydzFF OGdzNRAYy3a 2F (GKSAS ¢ 2 Sheésiffam\in® Ritlag@®a = A G A

Areas in Muzaffarnagarlso have craftsmen working in the field of wood carving and
woodwork. Jalalabada town and nagar panchayat in Shamli district, which ezased out
from Muzaffarnagaion 28 September 2011, is internationally famous for its wood carving
cottageindustry 20

This craft is around four hundred years old. The finished goods are known for their intricate
patterns, which is why they are not just trading well domestically, but internationally as well.
The wood carving industry has supported thelihoods of many?!
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Image SourceOne District One Product, Government of Uttar Pradesh
(http://odopup.in/images/saharnpur.jpy

W56The Hub of Wood Grotal, acedssedOctol®@0B, 202& npur , 66
120Wikipedia
1214 6 S a h a rCameQustrict Oré ®roduct, Government of Uttar Pradesttessed October 09, 2020.
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Image SourceOne District One Product, Government of Uttaadesh
(http://odopup.in/fimages/saharnpurl.jppy

Image SourceOne District One Product, Government of Uttar Pradesh
(http://odopup.infimages/saharnpur4.jpp

¢KS 2NARIAya 2F (GKAa ONFXrFTG INB RSolFGSR® ! OO0
reportedly Bahul Lodi who settled some Afghani artisans at the otgsii Saharanpur in the

15th century. Today, this area makes up for not jisata Kherbut also Lakdi Bazaar where

some of the finished items like exquisitely carved furniture, toys, objects such as boxes, lamps

and lanterns are sold. But traces of Sampur wooden work can be found everywhete

NAIKGI FNRY wlalaldKlIyQa oSl dziAFdzd KSNRARGFIAS Rz
G2@8a YIydzZFl OGdzZNBR o0& ON}YYyRAZ | y®R Fdz2NYyAGdz2NE &
This industry does not face any threats,edto the constant demandor the products.

However, the workers are required to put in too many hours: leading to a lot of strain on their

22Nji ghoskar, Devyani. 66ln Saharanpur, art of woodwor |
digital b u s FirstpostslanuagOy,l2@le. s . 6 6
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necks and backs. Nighoskar also notes how most of them work without safety equipment,
which leads the sawdust to enteheir eyes or lungs, ultimately leading to major health
concernst?3

WYKFGF YKSNRA KF& Ylye KI NRgFNB aK2Lla (KIG asdtf G22¢

Caption and Image Sourcé&irstpost littps://www.firstpost.com/wp-
content/uploads/large_file plugin/2018/12/1545994747 saharamiuipg)

Wa2ail OdzZAG2YSNA ONAYy3I F LIK23G23aINI LK 2F GKS RSaidy
Caption and Image Sourcé&irstpost littps://www .firstpost.com/wp
content/uploads/large_file plugin/2018/12/1545995693_saharamgupg)

123 |pid.
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Folklore and Places of Interest

Vahelna Jain Temple

Vahelna a lesser known destination in Muzaffarnagar, holds deep significance as a pilgrimage
site for Jains. It has a mosque, a temple dedicated to Shiva, and a Jain temple. All three of
these share a common wall, a mark of rich secularism. The Vahelna Jaile Tepegifically,

is the home of an old idol of Lord Parshwanath. It also has a 57 feet high manasthamb, and a
31 feet monolith statue of the Lord (which was built and installed in the tenigte).

Another name of the temple is Shri 1008 Digambar Jain Makttkhay Kshetra. Inside the
temple, there are severapaintings and sculptures which depict the scriptural tales.
Additionally, there is a small garden callBdthankar Vatikavhere one can find and admire
24 trees representing the 24 Tirthankars ofisin 12°

The statue of Moolnayak Parshvnath.
Image Sourcemuzaffarnagar.nic.inhftps://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/gallery/vahelrgin-temple-galleryl)

226 6Vahddinm Temple, 66 Official website of Muzaffarnage
2020.

sangal, Shiv. 66You Must Know About This Less Known
Goodreads.
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e A i s
Image SourceGoodreadsHhttps://www.goodreads.com/author_blog_posts/1758059&u-must-know-about
this-lessknown-culturalgem-of-muzaffarnagaindia)

The Shiv Mandir inside the Jain Temple Complex.
Image Sourcemuzaffarnagar.nic.inhftps://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/gallery/vahelrgin-temple-galleryl)
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Inside the Hindu temple.
Image SourceGoodreadsHttps://www.goodreads.com/author_blog_posts/1758059®u-mustknow-about
this-lessknownrculturatgemof-muzaffarragarindia)

The Mosque inside the Jain Temple Complex.
Image Sourcemuzaffarnagar.nic.inhftps://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/gallery/vahelrgin-temple-galleryl)
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Lawrs And Geenerydain Temple Complex
Image Sourcemuzaffarnagar.nic.inhtps://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/gallery/vahelrgin-temple-galleryl)

S,
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The statue of Moolnayak Parshvnath inside the Terhple.
Image Sourcemuzaffarnagar.nic.inhftps://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/gallery/vahelrgin-temple-galleryl)
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Shukrabl Dham

The pilgrimage location of Shukratal is a part of the district of Muzaffarnagar. Shukratal is
specifically perceived through the lens of religion due to its connections with the period of

the Mahabharata. A plethora of devotees visit, and a pathe routine involves taking a bath

Ay G(GKS WK2feQ NAGJSN PlAgdadaly, a purphdddlyPsiocols 0 K S A
banyan tree (with a height of 150 feet) named Akshay Vat is also a part of the premises and

is famous for a number of reasok&.

Shukratal Dham, Muzaffarnagar.
Image Sourcearticalbook.comf{ttps://www.articalbook.com/historyof-shukratatdham/)

¥ .ﬁf‘i
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Temple of Shuk Deva, Shukartal

Temple at shukratal. Image Source: District Gazetteer, page 285.
(https://cdn.s3waas.gov.in/s3335f5352088d7d9bf74191e006d8e24c/uploads/2019/11/20191118%3.pdf

2%Hussain. O606Hi story of Shukr AricaBookMareahrg8, P08 at ed i n Mu z:
1276 6 Ak s h-Byh ukatr t aal , 66 Offfarnagar, &bvernwert of Indise acae$sed Mataber 22,
2020.
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The Akshay Vat tree has ancient roots, involvingch history of devotee worship and
reverence. It is a site for several events, as well, like the recitation of stories from texts such
as the Bhagwat Gita. Historically, during the ancient period, the shrine and river Ganges were
in close proximity with on@another; however, in the present day, the course of the river has
shifted away bit by bit. It requires one to climb many stairs to reach the temple prefdfses.

In relation to the period of the Mahbharata, mythology tells us the story of King Parikshit of
Hastinapurt?® The famous Akshay Vat tree witnessed the gathering of 88,000 sages and
Sukhdev Maharaj to narrate the Bhagwat Katha to the King, in order for him to achieve
salvation. Due to a mistake made by the King unintentionally, he was cursed ty die b
snakebite. Sukhdev Muni, and other saints, recited the story of Bhagwat Gita to free him from
the curse. Due to this very instance, the tree is worshipped till today, with believers tying
threads under the tree to have their wishes fulfilled. It isrs@s a sacred tree, having deep
spiritual meaning for a worshipper. The life of the tree is thriving, with a belief that even fallen
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A clo® p view of the Akshay Vat.
Image Sourcemuzaffarnagar.nic.irhftps://muzaffarnagar.nic.in/gallery/akshayat-gallery/)

128 |pid.
129pid.

1306 6 Ak s h-Bhukatr t aal , 66 Of ficial website of Muzaffarnag
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Legend of Sant Baba Gopal Giri

With several legends acting as a part of popular imagination, one shines through when it
comes to devotional and religious aspects. The district of Muzaffarnagar houses a village
known as Kharad; there are two famous temples worshipping the Hindu goddgisaksbari

Devi and Maa Sitla Del#

Ly Fy2GKSNJ LI NI 2F GKA&a @GAftr3aASs GKS WC2NB
continues to be popularizet?? The sage is believed to have successfully worshipped a
number of deities, and as a result was srded with a secret formula to come back to life

after passing away. Many also believe that the forest area is replenished with such medicines,
having the miraculous properties to bring a dead individual back to life (owing to the
contributions of Baba Q)t

The legend of Baba Giri is connected to goddess Shakuebri The former once had a
dream that the goddess wished to reside in the forest, after which the Baba gathered
donations from the villagers, and constructed a temple for ¥#éOnce the temple was fully
built, Shakumbri Devi began to treat it as her lgmand only then did Baba Gopal Giri face
his demise.

Photograph By: Pradeep Bansal 22.03.2006
Shakumbri Devi Temple.
Image SourceWikipedia littps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakumbhri_Devi#/media/Filel&vi.JP P

Bl 6 Muz af f ar n &andypedi®aceedsediSeptemberi2820.
132 pjd.
133 pjd.
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The idol of goddess Shakumbri inside the temple chambers.
Image SourceHindu Devotional Blogp{tps://www.hindudevotionalblog.com/2016/03/shakumbhadevi

temple-saharanpur.html

Instances of Human Sacrifice

Until the beginning of the twentieth century, the custom of offering a first born child to the
river Ganges was a common activity. The emodinstances of human sacrifidamong the
Khandhs of Bengal and the Mers of Rajputana are notorious. Some of the Gonds of Sarguja
used to offer human sacrifice to Burha Deo, and still go through a form of doing so.

There is an instance quoted amongetiiiyars, a class of boatmen in Benares: a person named
Tonuram sacrificed four men in the hope of recovering the treasures of seven rajas; another
man was killed to propitiate emkshasavho guarded a treasure supposed to be concealed in

a house where theleed was committed.

There seems reason to suspect that even in the present day such sacrifices are occasionally
performed at remote shrines of the goddesses of Kali or Durga Devi. Near Vishakapatnam, at

134Crooke, William.The Popular Religion and Folklore of Northern India: VolumeAichibald Constable &
Co., 1896: pages 16B73.
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such a sacrifice with the intent of recovering a hidden treasure occurred in Berar; a second
connected with witchcraft at Muzaffarnagar.

Besides the religious form of human sacrifice in honour of dettiese are forms of the rite
which depend on the mystic power attributed to human flesh and blood in various charms
and black magic. In connection with human fl8ha curious story is told of a man who went

to bathe in the Ganges, and met one of the abomindhtgrs known asaghorpanthis who
carried with them fragments of a human corpse. He sawfggr cut off and eat a piece of

the flesh of a corpse, and he theffered him a piece, saying that if he ate it he would become
enormously rich. He refused the ghastly food, and faugr then threw a piece at him which
stuck to his head, forming a permanent lump.

The same mysterious power is attributed to human blpasl well. The blood of then has
special powers of its own. Bathing in human blood has been regarded as a powerful remedy
for disease. In the German folktales, for example, bathing in the blood of innocent maidens is
a cure for leprosy.

Similar kind®f beliefs largely prevail in India. In 1870, a Muslim butcher losing his child was
told by a Hindu conjuror that if he washed his wife in the blood of a boy, his next infant would
be healthy. To ensure this result, a child was murdered. A similar casereatcin
Muzaffarnagar, where a child was killed and the blood drunk by a barren woman. In another
instance in Muzaffarnagar, a childless Jat woman was told that she would attain her desire if
she bathed in water mixed with the blood of a Brahman cHild.

This practice and its connection with witchcraft persists even in the twérgycentury, as

recent as in April, 2020. Considered as a case of human sacrifice, a 30 year old man was
arrested in Kakrauli police station in Muzaffarnagar for allegediyngihis two year old
daughter. He did so after receiving advice from his friend; both were arréstétiajid (the

father) and Irfaan (the friend) worked as labourers at a brick kiln in Khaikheda, with their
families.

During the interrogation, Wajid statetwo reasons as to why he killed his daugHhf@First,
he was facing dispute issues in his family for months. After talking to Irfaan, who is believed
to be interested in witchcraft, about it, Wajid was persuaded to sacrifice the life of his

135 pjd.

136 |pjd.

37 bjd.

¥HT Correspondent. OO0Huyearol Gadaufhter Nindustanz hf Eat wag:
Times April 21, 2020.

139 pjd.
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daughter inorder to establish peace in his family. The second reason was that the child
reminded him of his past girlfriend. The police noted how he kept changing his statements,
leading them to believe he might have killed her out of frustration. Nonetheless, fRe FI
registered against Wajid and Irffaan was for the charge of murfer.

These instances of human sacrifices and legends have not been proved and remain a

mysterious aspect with multiplstories fromthe district. The research team did not find
crediblesourcego back this legend of human sacrifices during the research phase.

Saint Piyara Ji

The Muzaffarnagar Gazetteer (1903) notes how besides the general beliefs which were
common to almost all Hdus, the lower classes had their favourite saints to whom their active
devotion was mainly mad&!One of them is Piyara Ji, whose temple is located at Ramdewa.

His grandfather, Ramji Padarath Badfarosh, was born in 1488 A.D., at Durganpur, in Pargana
BuKI Yyl X FyR KS RAA&FLILISFNBR AYYSRAFGSte@ | F4S
returned.

a4 KS 3INBg dzZld KS gt a 3AAGSYy (GKS Glral 2F o+ G§0OK
to stray into the field of a Rajput (which damaged a lot of corhg @erson complained, but

when the authorities came to make a local inquiry, the field was found intact, and the people
RSOf I NBR (KIFdG ' YANIOftS KIR 06SSy LISNF2NN¥SRO
to make the most of this incident and sooatigered around him a band of disciples. His
reputation increased and he married into the wealthy family of Bhawani Das Badfarosh, of
KhudiShikarpur. The fruit of his union was Ragunath, who married into a family at Soron and
KFR I az2y* tA&8FNI WA®QQ

Word about Piyara Ji reached Garhwal, and the Raja of Srinagar gave him five villages. About
this time a quarrel broke out between the Brahmans and Gujars of Sadarpur, and the latter
murdered the priest, but in revenge the ghosts of the murdered men toeetthe Gujars,

who prayed for the assistance of Piyara Ji. He granted their request and declared that
Sadarpur belonged to him in a former birth. Piyara Ji claimed the village and changed its name
to Andeva, of which Ramdewa is the modern rendetitigde died there and was buried in

the village. The saint's followers are Vaishnavas, and wear black necKfaces.

140 pid.

141 Nevill, H. R.Muzaffarnagar: A Gazetteer, Being Volume Il of the District Gazetteers of the United
Provinces of Aa and Oudh Government Press, 1903: pages-108.
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Shrine of Pulamdeh Devi

There is a Gujar shrine at Bilaspur (to the seedist of Lakhnauti), which is visited by a large

number of devotees angdilgrims during the month of Asarh. Mr. Williams gives the following

F O02dzyi 2F AdG&a 2NARIAY Ay GKS add FFFIFNYF3IFN D
Ddz2F NE | T FYAYRINI 2F . Afl aLldz2NE &adzZRRSyfeée (227
Puamdeh. Erect a temple to me. Rati Brahman will be my priest; he and his descendants are

G2 NBOSAGS |ff 2FFSNAYy3I& YIRS (G2 YSPQ ¢KS Ay
half a century ago, Sahib Mall, a pious Mahajan of Bidauli, built a wagltine temple for the
O2yBSYASYyOS 2§ g2NAKALILISNEPQQ

Saint Goga Pir

Goga Pir continues to be worshipped throughout the upper Doab region by Hindus and
Muslims alike. To honour him, gatherings are held at the @6gaii K £ FI A NJ Ay D dzN
Thakurdwaa in Dehra, the Guguhal fair at Manikmau (near Saharanpur), and the Suraj Kund

in Meerut1#® These assemblies, knowngatshariyan occur on the ninth day of the new moon

of Bhadon, when the standards are uplifted and raised for around two days. The tdBalnof

Goga Pir is two hundred miles to the south west of Hid&atlis other names are Zahir Pir

and Zahir Diwan (in Meerut).

145 Nevill, H. R.Muzaffarnagar: A Gazetteer, Being Volume Il of the District Gazetteers of the United
Provinces of Agra and Oudisovernment Press, 1903: page 105.

148 Nevill, H. R. Muzaffarnagar: A Gazetteer, Being Volume Il of the District Gazetteers of the United
Provinces of Agra and Oudisovernment Press, 1903: pages-106.
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According to local tradition recounted in the Gazetteer, Goga was the son of Vacha (a
Chauhan Rajg king); some also say he might have been the son of Jewar (whose wife

provided him with a son after receiving blessings from Gorakhri&®ljhere are various

versions of his story: in one of them, he was the king of Bikaner. It is believed that he had a
fight with his brothers about property rights and killed two of them; after realizing his mistake
and grieving for their loss, he wished for the earth to open and swallow him whole. However,

a voice spoke from heaven and declared that he would not be dw@lige until and unless he

repeated the Muslim faith confessions. He apparently completed the task, after which the

planet opened up and he jumped into the chasth.

Another legend associates Goga as being the opponent against his relative Prithviraj of

~ A L LA A

Delhi®¢ KS DIFT SGGSSNI SELX FAya GKA& tS3SyR:

Haji, who gave Goga a javelin which shot hither and thither through the air of itself and

destroyed all obstacles. Prithiraj was killed in the fray, and in remanséi$ crime Goga

buried himself alive. Goga's horse is celebrated under the name Javadia. It is said that the
father of Goga received two grains of barley from his guardian deity, one of which he gave to
his wife, who bore him Goga, and another to his ejarho brought forth the steed Javadia.

Some say the barlegorns were given by Goga to his own wife and fugl NS ® Q Q

An intriguing comment from H. M. Ellistates thatD2 3+ WWY dza

148 |pid.
149 |pid.
150 1pid.
151 |pid.
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earlier Ghaznavid monarchs, for several favourite ballads relate how he fell with hidiverty
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collected by Cunningham informise reader of many shrines dedicated to Goga in the lower
Himalayas of Punjab. In that region, he is believed to be the chief of Gazni.

In Charthawal, Muzaffarnagar, many fairs are held every year. One of these is known as the

fair of Chhariyan, whictakes place during the month of Bhadra. Chhariyan is devoted to Saint

Goga Pir, and is attended by about five thousand pediflén Bijnor as well, there is a

tradition related to Goga Pir. The Hindu and Muslim residents of qasbahs came together
annually tocelebrate his legacy. He is also known as Zahir Pir or Zahir Diwan, and this
celebration extended to nearby areas of Muzaffarnagar, Meerut, Saharanpur, and Bidauli. A
FIEAN {y26y a W KKFEANI % KANI S5AgLFYyQ FayafN: Ol SR
Bhadra (orthe beginning of Septembety®

Saint Baba Kalu

Baba Kalu is another of the local saints held in great reverence. The origin of the worship of

this saint has been described by Mr. Williams:

WYPeKS FFEANRSA 6SNB o6 FilAy3a {2f2Y2y (KNRdJzAK
down, chanced to see a young Kahar girl heaping up manurgonghill The sight disgusted

KAY a2 YdzOK (KIFIGd KS FFSOGSR { dorldviogdidhaikyh & y 2 &
4dzOK | RANI & daAfe tAGGES IANI ©Q {22y | FiISNE
down by the edge of a stream. He undressed and inadvertently left his magic ring near his
clothes on the bank. Scarcely had he plungedhan a fish, jumping out of the water,
swallowed the talisman. The fairies at once flew away with the throne, for the charm of the

ring was broken. The king remained shivering behind in great distress. He eventually made a
virtue of necessity and took refie in an adjacent village, where he was hospitably received

in the house of the very girl he had seen gathering dung. One day the maiden's mother
remarked to her husband?, 2 dz aK2dz R YI NNEB 2dzNJ RI dzZ3K{iSNJ (2
repeated thrice. KS Y@ adAOlf ydzYoSN) 62NJ] SR FyR {2f2Y
KIS a4LR1SYBHIKNBES GAYSaPQQQ0
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4 varun, Dangli Prasadlttar PradeshDistrict Gazetteers: MuzaffarnagaGovernment Press, Rampur, 1990:
page 275.

155 Robb, Megan EatorRrint and the Urdu Public: Muslims, Newspapers, and Urban Life in Colonial India.
Oxford University Press, 2020: page 86.

156Nevill, H. R. Muzaffarnagar: A Gazetteer, Being Volume Il of the District Gazetteers of the United
Provinces of Agra and Oudisovernment Press, 1903: pages-108.
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After this, they got married to each other and lived in a humble abode. After some time, the
IANI Qa FlLOKSNR ¢Syl ¢A i Kiteins (YeSish whcchadswaowdth & S N&
the magic ring was one of them). He gave it to his daughter, who discovered it and then passed

it to her husband, thinking only he was worthy of such a beautiful thihg.

When the king placed the ring on Hisger, he once again went back to his original form and
disappeared. His wife then wept uncontrollably, as she was also pregnant. She gave birth to
Baba Kalu. He is represented by a stick decorated with peacock's feitheeseral offerings

are made tchim. He is also associated with superstitions, as well as ghost and demon worship.

2AfEAlF YA FdzZNIKSNI O2YYSy(as WWeKSe LINBGDS | AYF
is something quite above the comprehension of the masses, whose degraded religious
condition presents only one hopeful aspect. The greatest obstacle to the propagation of a

true faith is a creed which, though false, still seems to meet wants satisfied by one more pure.

But the paganism | have just described barely rises above the lewtistism: it is thus hard

to understand why the mind of the nominal Hindu should be invincibly prejudiced against the
reception of a higher form of religion and, as a matter of fact, Muhammadanism has been
SEGiSyaArosSese | OOSLIISRPQQ

Additionally, one canee his legend being continued in the tweHtgst century as well. His
birthday is celebrated with joy and reverence, with rituals (likbaxan!®® and a public
gathering to hold a processioshobha yatra*®* honouring Baba Kalu, in which children and
aduls participate alike. As recently as September, 2020, his birthday was celebrated with
pomp and enthusiasm in Mohalla Ramleela Tilla of Muzaffarnagar, keeping the safety
measures and precautions in miftf.

157 bid.

158 |bid.
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056 60n the occasi on ddvanPeojarwas Krgahizedis Rab ie et ka ®dblc) | @ 6 6 ,
accessed October 23, 2020.

1661 n Muzaffarnagardos Vahelna, Baba KaRublidaccegsedocessi ol

October 23, 2020.
1624 6 B a b a jaynti telelirated throughymgya diye Hindustanaccesse®ctober 23, 2020.
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Literary and Performing Arts

Poetry

The district of Muzaffarnagar is connected to many gifted poets of India. One such
contemporary talent is that of Rahat Indori, who unfortunately passed away recently due to
the coronavirus:®3 A modern Urdu poet, unlike his contemporaries at the time, haas

truly unique given his approach towards poetry.

WYLy KAa SFENIXIeé RIeasx whkKFEd dzZASR (2 LISNF2NY gAGK b22NJ
AKFETFEA& Fd YdzZaKFANF& NAIKG FNRBY GKS 0S3IAYyYyAYyIdQQ

Caption and Image Sourc&helndian Expressitps://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/rahaindori-a-
modernurdu-poet-6553517)

In the late seventies, he gained recognition thrbogt the country when Vaseem Bareilvi

Ol dAKG KAa GlIfSyGd LydGaNRRdzZOSR /&taramea shid | Ny I 3
shayaQ ol LJ22S0i 6K2 OFy OKIffSy3aS aAy3airay3aos A
theatrical talent, too'®* Such perfomative aspects are not considered to fit in with
mushairas and certain poets compare it tnautanki'®® His early career witnessed him
performing with a senior poet Noor Indori, singigilgazalsat mushairas

(@)
o

B3A1 vi, Khalid. 6 6Thelvdad ExpresAlgustils, 2620.e t .
164 |bid.
165 |hid.
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He was also a man of his own, and eample of this can be his interaction with Sayed

Murtaza, the then Member of Parliament from Muzaffarnag®&Murtaza requested Rahat

to sing a ghazal, but he declined even after threats from the organizers. While leaving, he said,

G, 2dzNJ G2gyadlayy2az2 | RYRaAA AyPGAGS YSo® C2NE L |
Y 2 2 B®ahat Indori wrote and published his poems in Hindi and Urdu. Writing with raw
emotions and vivid imagery, his works were well read by the public, but did not receive proper
recoqnition from critics. One of his couplets for the general audience goes thus:

4Ys#bhi ka khoon hai shaamil yahan ki mtein
Kisi key baap ka Hindostan thodi f¥4®

(Translation Everybody has sacrificed blood for the sake of the couhtdy,y Rdza i I y R2 S &\
0St2y3a G2 Fyeéoz2ReQa Tl idKSNPO

Muzaffar Razmi.
Image Sourc¥ a dza f A Y a | Hit:8nvugissalegmavardpéess.com/2012/09/20/lamhemay-khata:

keethipoet-muzaffarrazmidead)/)

166 |pid.
167 |pid.
168 |pid.

71


https://muslimsaleem.wordpress.com/2012/09/20/lamhon-nay-khata-kee-thipoet-muzaffar-razmi-dead/
https://muslimsaleem.wordpress.com/2012/09/20/lamhon-nay-khata-kee-thipoet-muzaffar-razmi-dead/

Another Urdu poet famous for his mushairaMsizaffar Razmi, who was born at Kairana in
Muzaffarnagar-®

L Yd DdzeNIF £ G221 2FGK Fa GKS t NAYS aAyAradsSn
the ceremony:

WwasS 216N 0Hol BSYKhNERBAYS&nNY
lamhofinei | tn 1o (&bl al'RAR®FQES

This couplet has been recited by various eminent personalities and in parliament speeches,
but the name and works of Muzaffar Razmi are barely known. Due to it being used frequently
by position holders, this particular couplet is also assted with describing certain decisions
(like the Partition), which deeply impacted the historical narrative and the citizens oflifidia.

Nautanki

An operatic form of theatre, forming an amalgamation of music, dance, story, dialogue,
melodrama and magicautankienthralls a wide range of audiences. It originated in the late

19th century in Uttar Pradesh (then United Provinces of Agra and Oudhjyam#&nown as

svang'’? With performances being held in the open, it attained a popular status quickly.

These were held on a provisional stage and were usually attended by all the village members,

from adults to children, who were enamoured by the magicafg@enances. Nautankis were

not limited to the villages; they were performed in towns, cities, bazaars, and.parks

{dzZNBaK ! gl AGKA KlFa LRAYGISR 2dziz WW2KAES bl dzi
both artistically and historically, to othéorms such as the Sang or Swang, Bhagat, Khyal and

all OKZ AG S@2t 3SR OSNIIAY RAAGAYOUGAGS TFSI GdzN
It used to and continues to flourish in centres like Muzaffarnagar, Meerut, Lucknow, and Agra.

Such centres of nautki have gone through an evolution, producing their very own local

styles and traditiond’3

6 oMuzaffar Razmi, 606 Rekhta, accessed September 27,
170 pjd.
1 bjd.
2Mehrotra, Deepti Priya. 606Shades Sahapedadune 02,2020.: Nor t h
WAwasthi, Suresh. 66Nautanki: An Operatic Theatre. 66
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klagve SOLTceSahapediéﬂttps?//wWw.sahapedia.éra/sites/defauIt/files/2019
03/Nautanki%20An%200peratic%20Theatre) pdf

§
' §
From Satya Harishchandra.

Image SourceSahapedi (ttps://www.sahapedia.org/sites/default/files/2019
03/Nautanki%20An%200peratic%20Theatre) pdf
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From Amar'Singh Rathbr.

Image SourceSahapdia fttps://www.sahapedia.org/sites/default/files/2019
03/Nautanki%20An%200peratic%20Theatre) pdf

S

~
From Laila Majnu.

Image SourceSahapedi (ttps://www.sahapedia.org/sites/default/files/2019
03/Nautanki%20An%200peratic%20Theatre) pdf

74


https://www.sahapedia.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/Nautanki%20An%20Operatic%20Theatre.pdf
https://www.sahapedia.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/Nautanki%20An%20Operatic%20Theatre.pdf
https://www.sahapedia.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/Nautanki%20An%20Operatic%20Theatre.pdf
https://www.sahapedia.org/sites/default/files/2019-03/Nautanki%20An%20Operatic%20Theatre.pdf

The Sugar Bowl of India

The districtofa dzl I FFF Ny F 3F NJ A& FlkY2dzate NBEO23ayAl SR |
the growth of sugar and jaggery production here. With so much emphasis on these industries,

as well as farming activities, it has also become a centre of the jaggery trade. Toenkco

Survey sheds light on how more than 40% of the population is involved in agriculture, as well

Fa 0KS RAAGNRAOG KF@GAy3d GKS KAIKSaAdG | INROdzZ
granary, too}™2 A 1 K Mo &adzal NJ YAf fAa aiiyf 0K S5 SRAYEEH NIRKGRG £«
the jaggery market in Muzaffarnagar is the largest in the contifént.

Efforts have been made towards the revival of this trade and craft of jaggekyng to

continue to help the people sustain their livelihoods. Im2> | G KNBS Rl & F¢
alK2zdal@gQ G221 LXFOS Ay adzZ I FFFNYIF3IFNFFPFNRY a
In a report published by Anuj Kumar for The Hindu, the festival has been extensively covered

for the readers. Kumar highlights the invehaent of various stakeholders, like researchers,
producers, and marketing teamd’ h NA I Yy AT SR dzy RSNJ ! GddF NJ t N} RS
5Aa0NROGE hy 878 tha\®uRMabadisey sdcce&stilly Shed light on a variety of
aspects. These included factorseligackaging, promoting jaggery and sugarcane juice, and
methods of increasing organic jaggery production.

-

Image SourceAmar Ujalah’ttps://WWW.amaruiaIa.co/photoqalIerv/uttar—pradesh/meerut/asialarqest
jaggerymarke -in-muzaffarnagaicraveingfor-jaggeryonly-ten-percentarrival

66 About District, 66 Official diaaceessedeSemembeNdd 2@20.f ar na g
"6 6Muzaffarnagar, 66 My Uttar Pradesh, |l ast modified
Kumar, Anuj. O606AI I or a gur c @hebliedyMaylR1z20¥9f ar anagar |
7 bid.
178 bjd.
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jaggerymarke-in-muzaffarnagaicraveingfor-jaggeryonly-ten-percentarrival

Gadzl F FFI NYF 31 NI A dandi(hMEldblacéér guiik ASia. d1éraitie $admiers

produce around 60 varieties of it. The festival is being used as an opportunity to update our

data bank on the production of jaggery and the numbekothusé ONHza KSNE U Ay K¢
said Amit Kumar, Additional District Magistrate, Muzaffarnagar, in conversation with The
Hindul”®

According to Muzaffarnagar Market Secretary, Rakesh Kumar Samghnd 10,74,838
quintals of jaggery were sold in tmeandiin 2018m do® ahy S 2F (KS o6A33Sai
of chemicals in jaggery production. We are making farmers aware of tefeitlts of
indiscriminate use of chemical fertilisers and the festival | Y2 G KSNJ 4GS Ay (K

Singh also raised two more important points: the issue of jaggery mafia who buy directly from
the farmers (leading to government revenue loss), and the prevalenskatdkar(powdered
jaggery) in ted® The latter idirectly related to popular consumption patterns.

179 pid.
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About Bijnor District

The district Bijnor forms a part of Meerut division and occupies the reeht position of the
Rohilkhand or Bareilly division. It is in the northern part i.e., a terai belt of Uttar Pradesh. It is
bounded by the districts of Saharanpur, Muzzaffarnagal eerut in the Western part and

is separated by the river Ganga on its extreme northern $fip.

Ganga Aarti in Bijnor. Source: Amar Ujala

The bottomless mud of the swampy area of Bijnor, in which an elephant was once engulfed,
was converted into rich rice fields. Due to a series of wet years, cultivators left their holdings
and the fields relapsed into the grass jungle; eventually the inhats fled during the great
scare of 1894, caused by the expectation of a disastrous flood from the breaking of an
embankment which held up in the Gohna Lake, Garhwal.

The mango groves of Bijnor are famous: the trees are luxuriant and fruits attain ecatsiel
perfection. In the late years, the ancient superstition which forbade the destruction of groves
had almost disappeared owing to the greater demand for timber.

A series of famines hit northern India from 177®43. During the famine of 1868when

Bijnor was still a part of Moradabad, the whole country was disorganized by general
lawlessness and invasion of the Marathas; grain riots broke out in several regions. The Pardah
Nashin women in Bijnor and other provinces were the worst sufferers of #et mmines of

1896.

182 Nevill. H.R. 1908. District Gazetteer of Bijnor. Allahabad: Government Press., vol. XIV, p. 1
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History and Popular Local Legends

Ancient and Early Medieval Period

Even though there are very few sources that have been found that give evidence of ancient
time, the presence of some mounds near some villages and some prétigteapons and

tools found here hint at the beginning of civilisation in this region near village Rajpur from the

Copper age or chalcolithic age. Many popular legends and myths connect it with the

Mahabharata and Ramayana periods which give this placeagsense of antiquity.

One of the popular origin myths of Bijnor District is based on how it was named. The name
Bijnor is attributed to Raja Ben whose mention we find in the Mahabharata and even in the
Puranas; a king of Northern India who never realizevenue or tax from his subjects. Instead

he raised them by sellingijana (fans) that he manufactured himself and hence the town
obtained its name Bijno¥® A site calledRaja Ben ki Khergresent in the northern region of

the city testifies to thigpopular legend

Sitabani is a very famous temple built up at the sighBa$hta,a pargana of Bijnor Tehsil. It
is assumed by local legend that the purification of Sita (wife of Lord Rama) had taken place at
this place, so the temple was constructed here and is known by the name of Sitabani.

Another local legend relates that Shakuhtal I Y| 22 NJ OKI NI OGSNJ Ay Yl
play Abhigyan Shakuntalaiwas as a child found ne&awlion the banks of River Malf§?

by the sage Kanvand brought up in his ashram. This popular belief goes back to the oldest
historical proof about the location of the distri¢t Panini mention$? LJdzNJI Q Sy RAYy 3 VY I
towns likeMardeyapura, probabliandawarin Bijnor where the ancient route

to Hastinapira crossed theGanga riveon the opposite bankg’

183varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers, 1981, p. 7)

184pid, p. 281

185 Malini river originates from the Shivalika mountain ranges in Uttarakhand and flows thigijrgpr and

then merges with the river Ganga. Mention of this river can be also found in the Adi parva of Mahabharata.
(Hinduism Betdittps://hinduism.stackexiliange.com/questions/36211/geograptof-maliniriver

186 Nevill. H.R. 1908. District Gazetteer of Bijnor. Allahabad: Government Press., vol. XIV, p.180
18%/5 Agrawalalndia As Known To Panini, Published by University of Lucknow, p.64
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Kanva Ashram, Source: Facebook/Bijnor Club Feitpes;//fr -
fr.facebook.com/BijnorClubBijnor/posts/1291460110897711

CKA& LIXIFTOS Aa Fftaz2z aaz2z0AlGdSR ¢gAGK {AlGl® LYy
by fire took place. It is here that a temple has been built dedicated to Sita. However no
historical evidence cites this relevant&Some say that it ihe site where the earth had split

open and she went inside?

Purification of Sita, Source: Quotdtps://www.quora.com/Doyou-think-ShriRamwasright-in-askingSita
for-AgniPariksha

188Nevill, Bijnor: A Gazetée, Volume XIV of the district Gazetteers of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh,
1908, p. 159)
189Bijnorhttps://bharatdiscovery.org/india/%E0%A#BYE0%A4%BFY%E0%A4%9IC%E0%A4%A8Y%E0%A5%SC
%E0%A4%B0
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During the supremacy of thPanchala kingdompresent day Bijnor was included in the
empire. The district of Bijnor forms the part of the Panchala which was a great kingdom at the
time of the Mahabharata war. The couy came to be known as Panchala from the five sons

of Bhrimayasva. The Panchalas were, thus, the branch of the Bharats. According to the
Satapatha Brahmana, Kirvi was the older name of the Panchalas who were a composite tribe
closely associated with theukus who ruled at Hastinapdf® Even though mention of the

t FyOKIFfF {AY3IR2Y A& YAdaiaAy3d Ay GKS wia3a +SRI
GSYy YAy3aé HKAOK A& &lFAR G2 KIF@S 06SSy ¥F2dzAK
Dushyant) led bysudasa, who is said to be the first Raja or king of the country in common
parlancé®l, and other Vedic tribes led by Vishwamitra. These battles can be traced back to

the times of Divodasa, who is thought to be father or grandfather of Sudasa. He wasdlict conf

with the Turvasa, Yadu, Puru. Though later it is believed that the Bharatas and the Puru tribe
came together and formed the Kuru tribe.

N ¥

Panchala Kingdom in ancient India, Souht®as://indiathedestiny.com/

Divodasa was the patron of Bharadwaj, father of Dronacharya, the famous preceptor of the
Pandavas and the Kauravas in the Mahabharata; who had his ashram on the banks of river
Gana in this district.

The Panchala kingdom was divided into north and southern parts Bftaracharyaengaged
in a tussle with Drupad or Yagyasena, son of Prishata who was the king of Panchala. Once, on
being insulted by him, Drona asked his disciplestfeat him and take half his kingdom. They

190\evill. H.R. 1908. District Gazetteer of Bijnor. Allahabad: Government Press., vol. XIV
191 i
Ibid.
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emerged successful and gave it to their guru. Thus the Ganga became the dividing line and
the present district of Bijnor fell under the reign of Drona, but if he directly ruled or not is not
known.

Sandwarinthida RAAGNA OGS | OO2NRAYy3I G2 20t OGN RAGA
his school of archery and military training. A big gate found here is considered to be the gate

of this ashram and a pond found here locally known as the Dronasagar margietioé the

academy. It is believed that Drupad following this incident performed penance in order to
acquire a son who would avenge his defeat by Dronacharya and kill%hiithus
Dhristadyumna was born as a result; they were also joined by the SomakdlseaBrinjayas

on their side in the Mahabharata war against the Kauravas on whose side Dronacharya
fought.

T

A T T

WSLINBaSyidlrdA2y It AYF3ISY S5NRYFOKINEBIFQ& ! aKNF YZ { 2dz2NOSY

According to local tradition, a monument by the name of Vidurkuti is said to be the dwelling
place of the famous saint Vidur who was an eyewitness of this ruinous war and who during
the course of the war brought all the womenfolk of the Pandavas from kigstr to this

place situated in Daranagar. A memorial has been constructed at this site, which is opposite
Hastinapur across the Gangeés.

19%(varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers: Bijnor District, 1981, p. 21)
193 |pid, p. 21
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Representational image: Vidur. Source: Dainik Bhabkas://www.bhaskar.com/religion/jeevan

mantra/news/vidurniti-mahabharatalife-managementips-in-hindi-factsaboutmahabharata
126759846.html
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Daranagar, Source: Wikipedlatps://en.wikipedia.ordwiki/Daranagar

W5 NFYyFIIFN gl a 2F KAAG2NAROFET AYLERNIIFYyOS Rdz
Kauravas and Pandavas began, both sides wished to safeguard their wives and children under

the protection of Vidur Kuti before starting the war. Since it toakch place to house all the

family members of the Kauravas and Pandavas, Vidur Kuti established an exclusive region
GKAOK gl & OF®% SR 5FNIyYyIlI3lINDQ

In the age of imperial Magadha, this region fell within the territories of the North Panchala
kingdom; Ahicchatra was the capital. It formed one of the sixteen mahajanapadas. Mention
of this place can be found in many texts of the Buddhist corpus likddhekasand other

works like theDivyadanaand Uttardhyana Sutralt was during this time that the kingdom of
Panchala which originally was a monarchical state became a sangha/ republican corporation
and was one of the sixteen mahajanapadas.

After this, he remarkable history of this tract can be seen when Nandascame to power

and they brought the whole of Northern and Central India under their sway. According to the

t dzNF Yy 42 al KFLI RYl blyRIFIE RSaAaONAOGSR & (KS &
SYGANS YaklFadNrR&l NFXrOS¢ |yR | a GUKS az2tsS az2gSs
country under his sway; thus it is assumed that this tract was within the territories of the
Nanda Empire.

After the Nandas this tract came under tMauryan Empiel Y R Ay Arihatasiird & | Q&
mention is made of Panchala kingdom as one of the important vassals that had an important

4https://bijnor.nic.in/tourist-place/bijnor/
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existence and was a separate entity. However there are no remarkable events of this period
related to this tract.

The Sungasunder Rushyamitra Sunga succeeded the Mauryas. According toDivga
Vadana a Buddhist treatise, the Panchala region, which included Bijnor, fell in his kingdom.
After the fall of the Sungas, the subsequent phase did not have any central authority and
hence mang foreign powers came and invaded this region and often established their
suzerainty for short periods of time.

The first among them were the Bactrian Greeks. Not much is known about this time period
except that a few coins have been found from a smallntbor kherra near in Mandawar on

the left bank of the Ganga in 1886. Five gold coins of the-Badhian king Vasudeva have
been found and a gold coin of the king Bhrishaka was found on the bank of the Ganges Khadir.
Now they have been sent to the Luckmonuseumt®®

A gold coin from the Kidarite period in Brahmi inscription, representing Figure of Ardochsho
seated facing. (reverse)Figure of King standing to left; r. hand over altar.(obverse),
excavated in Bijnor. Source: British Museum

https://www.briti shmuseum.org/collection/object/C_1890409-2

19%varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers : Bijnor District, 1981, p. 24)
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The Scythians were supplanted by the Kushanas, even though many local principalities
continued to remain in power. However many Kushana coins have been found in the Gangetic
plains and this includes Bijnor.

Fdlowing the Kushans, many local sredble kingdoms sprang up. One of the known ones
was of the Nagas, the serpewprshipping norAryan tribe. They rose to prominence and it
is believed that they most likely ruled in Western Uttar Pradesh comprisingettieof Bijnor.

The whole of Northern India was divided into a number of small kingdoms until the Guptas
came to power. The Gupta Empire continued to flourish till the death of Skandagupta in
467A.D. Following his death, the disintegration began in theeabe of any competent
successor. Many petty principalities sprouted during this time within its dominions. The final
blow was struck by the Vakataks and the Maukharis under Yasodharman. It is believed that
during the reign of Grahavarman the Maukhari klogh included the tract comprising Bijnor.

It is because of this that certain Maukhari kingdoms were found in this régfon.

Even the famous Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang is said to have visited this place and stayed
here for a short while. The Mb-pu-lo in his account is identified with Matipura which is later

day Mandawar. The Kingdom of Miepu-lo may certainly have been a part of this district and
Buddhism still flourished; this has been proven by the terracotta tablets discovered in the
Mordhwaj fortin Najibabad.

Hiuen Tsang, the Chinese pilgrim and explorer, Source: Wikigettia://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xuanzang

19€varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers : Bijnor District, 1981), p.25
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In his account, Hiuen Tsang describes this tract as a fertile one with a genial climate. He also
described the people here to have followed different religions including Buddhism. He had as
many as 800 Buddhist brethren here, who were adherents of theaSavadin school of
Hinayana sect. He described the presence of more than ten Buddhist monasteries, the
existence of which is identifiable by the existence of several mounds in and around
Mandawart®’

Another place of antiquity found here known El®rdhwaj has been found near the town of
Mandawar in Bijnor district,the traces of its ancient remains were found by Alexander
Cunningham. The ancient remains hint at the presence of a large Buddhist chaitya. From the
mound present here two large terracotta medalsd two dozen smaller clay seals have been
excavated by Cunningham, which bore the impression of the seated figure of Bti§dine
Buddhist relics, seals and other evidence are dated back to the 6th century A.D. Other than
the Buddhist relics, three stenheads have been found, one of which is of Parshvanath, the
Jain Tirthankar, from a locally found Parshvanath Durg/fort dating back to alrfes7
century A.D. These bits of evidence go on to show that Jainism as well as Buddhism had a
considerable amunt of influence in this area during this period. It is believed that there were
almost 20 Buddhist monasteries and about 50 Brahmanical temfles.

It is said that this region came under the dominion of many other dynasties that came in
power for short peiods; like the Pratihara dynasty, which can be corroborated by the Sajan
plates. After the Gurjar®ratiharas, the Gahadavalas took over. In the intervening period
between the two empires, many small principalities rose to scene and faded out. The last
ruler of the Gahadavalas, Jayachandra was defeated by Muhammad Ghori l11992\D.

This marked the beginning of the rule of the Delhi sultans in this regfon.

Late Medieval to Modern Period

During the early days of the Delhi Sultanate, the regionjabBtame under the tract known
as Katehr or Rohilkhand and was included in the single government of Befl@udaun was
subjugated by Qutubuddin Aibak in 1198; however he did not go as far as Bijnor. In 1202
he led another expedition to Budaun and toover this region as far as Mandawar which is
near the Siwalik hill, and made Iltutmish the governor.

197 bid, p. 25

19§varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers : @ijDistrict, 1981), p. 26
19pid, p. 26

209varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers : Bijnor District, 1981), p.27
201 |pid, p. 28

88



Representational image of Illtutmish, source: Pintera#ips://in.pinterest.com/pin/742812532275007693/

In 1227 AD lltutmish led a large expedition to this area and punished the recalcitrant Katehriya
Rajputs, conquered the whole of Katehr and captured the Mandawar fortress. It is believed
that the mosque near this fortress was builg him during his campaigii?

Mandawar fort, source: Bijnor.nic.ihitps://bijnor.nic.in/tourist-place/najibabae?/

202pid, p. 29
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After the death of Iltutmish, the stronghold vanished andhe atmosphere of frenzy the
authority of the Delhi Sultans was flouted everywhere, including in Bijnor.

Thus, in the tran€sangetic area, the Katehriyas frequently raided. It was then during the reign

of Balban that the Katehriyas received a major setbéitki254 he advanced along towards

Bijnor. Exasperated by the repeated insurgence created by the Katehriyas he sought to
establish some order. He assembled huge forces and punished the Katehriyas by plundering

their habitations and looting them. Thisgokyy OA RSy (i | f a2 FATaRkEi- YSYy (A
FirozShahi’®*However the peace and tranquility established by Balban did not last long.

During the reign of Sultan Alauddin Khilji, Mughal forces under Ali Beg Gurgan, a descendant
of Chingez Khan, raided this region. In order to face the attack the Sultan sent Malik Kafur to
resist the invading Mughals.

This tract was rendered far worse 88 when Sultan Firuz Tughlag attacked Katehr to
avenge the treacherous murder of Saiyid Muhammad who was the governor of Budaun and
his brother by the leading zamindar of Katehr, Rai Kharku. It was during this feat that the
whole tract as far as the westn Rohilkhand was rendered into a waste, nothing more than

a hunting preserve.

After the death of Firuz the empire fell into a state of chaos. By 1395, Nusrat Shah who held
Sambhal and Muhammad Shah who held Delhi were locked in continuing rivalry tiled ba

dzy At GKS ySga 2F ¢AYdZNDa AyQlFaiazy | NNAGDSR:S
departure, a state of confusion and frenzy ensued in this region due to the internal
dissensions in Delhi, which led to frequent raids and ravages. Beforertggkaceful reign

of Akbar began, this tract was under the dominance of Sher Shah for a brief period é#time.

4 GKS 0S3IAYyyAy3a 2F 110l NRA NBAIYy (GKS RA&ON
infiltrated by the Afghans. Ali Quli Khan was senttis region with an army. Meanwhile the
aANI a oK2 gSNB !'10lNna NBfliAGSa oS3y G2
Akbar, Bijnor was part of his Mughal Empire.

The fiscal records preserved in the &iA\kbari gives us a detailed insight inteetgeneral
condition of the district in that period. Another town from the Bijnor distriblagina,is
mentioned as the headquarters of a mahal/pargana inAnee-Akbari

The entire district of Bijnor fell in the Sarkar of Sambhal in the subah or pewihAwadh.
The district with the rest of Katehr appears to have remained tranquil for a considerable
period after the strong and peaceful administration of Akbar came to an end as no
contemporary historian mentions any outbreaks or associates this distith any

203varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers : Bijnor District, 1981), p. 30
204arun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazadts : Bijnor District, 1981, pp. 34,35)
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the seeds of disintegration took firm root®

The district continued to be administered from Sambhal through the agency of a deputy. The
Katehriya R@juts appear to have maintained some sort of power. In 1624, Raj Ram, a Rajput

f SFRSNJ AYOdzNNBR (KS SYLISNRND& RAAaLX SI adz2NB 2y
and the oppression which he let loose. He was defeated and killed by Rustam Kham Dakhi

who continued to hold this region till 1658 when he was defeated and killed at Samogrh in a

battle between Aurangzeb and Dara Shikoh. His jagir was then granted to a pardoned rebel,
Mohammed Qasim Khan, Mir Atish. After this nothing is heard of thismegl much after

l dzNJ y 3T S6 Q& RSIGK®

hy G(GKS S@S 2F ! dzNFy3ai S6Qa RSIGK GKS FNBF 02
part of the Sarkar of Sambhal in the subah of Delhi and was held in jagir by -Qéeitiar

Khan, the imperial vizier. Duringdfeign of Bahadur Shah Zafar, Daud Khan, an Afghan Slave

who originally belonged to Afghanistan, deserted his master and came to India and took up
service in Katehr under a local chief. Around the same time, some of his followers had also
settled down inBijnor. He had a foster son Ali Muhammad Khan who assumed leadership of

the Afghans right after his death. They were commonly known astt@llasand in 1722

enrolled himself as a jamadar in the personal force of the imperial faujdar of Moradébad.

During the earlyl8th century, the Rohilla Pashtuns established their independence in the
area called Rohilkhand by them. Around 1739, the Rohilla chief Ali Mohammed Khan declared
himself to be independent and to augment his possession he started rampadimg iagion

and made his first annexations in Bijnor, the rest of which soon fell under the Rohilla
domination. Qamaruddin Khan, the imperial vizier who held Bijnor in fief directed to expel
the Rohilla Chief; however the Rohillas seized the bulk of Sdmabkasuccessfully defeated

the opponents and managed to annex a wide range of territory including Bijnor, Moradabad,
Shahbad, Shahjahanpur and Parganas of Bafgilly.

When Ahmad Shah Abdali invaded India in 1748, Ali Muhammad strengthened his position by
acquiring and annexing more areas like Nagal, Jalalabad, Dhampur and Sherkot. After the
death of Ali Muhammad Khan there was confusion and instability in the Rohilla territory.

The Rohilla principality was divided among the sons of Ali Muhammad Khaor, gjng to
the joint share of Sadullah Khan and Allah Yar Khan. But their dissensions prompted Hafiz

205 pid, p.37
208varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers : Bijnor District, 1981), p. 39
207 bid, p. 40
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Rahmat Khan to strike a fresh compromise according to which Bijnor went to Dunde Khan,
who gave his daughter in marriage to Najib Khan which added tpribstige of the latter.

br2A06FolRY LJB2LJzA FNIfe OFftftSR a aDIFGSgle 2F | AYIFfl &l aé
by Nawab Najitud-Daulahwho is also called as Najib Khan. The famous Nigb | dzf  KQa F2 NI Aa f 2
FNBIF>X AdG 6Fa | RRNBaaSR | & { dfastlinfia Cdnpahy2 rage SeuicsS t G S NJ
https://bijnor.nic.in/tourist-place/najibabad/

In a short time Najib Khan figured prominently at the imperial court and was appointed the
Mir bakshi with the title ofNajib-ud-Daulahabout 1755, the year in which he founded the
town of Najibabadand erectedn tahsil Najibabad, the stone fort of Pathargafh.

In 1759 the Marathas embarked upon a scheme to crush Nafitdaulah permanently. On
hearing this Najitud-Daulah abdicated the throne and left it to Zabita Khan, his son. Zabita
Khan solicited help frorBhujaud-daulah, the nawab of Awadh. In the moribng struggle,

the Marathas ransacked a large number of villages in the region covering the district of Bijnor.
The Rohillas failed to offer effective resistance. However things changed after the Marathas
were beaten at the Battle of Panipat in 1761. Najibdaulah became Mir Bakshi at the
imperial court?%®

208varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers : Bijnor District, 1981), p.42
209varun, Uttar Pradesh DistriGazetteers : Bijnor District, 1981), p. 42
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Zabita Khan, Source: Wikipedidtps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zabita Khan

Inspite of many invasions and attacks by the Marathas, it was $lajaulah who soon
FYYSESR ®%FEoAll YKFEyQa F2RIa 2F bl 2Aolol R FyR

Patthargarh fort outsidéNajibabadUttar Pradesh, India. 181#5. Patthargarh fort, built by Najibd-Daulah,
within a mile of the city, in 1755 .
Image Sourcéhttps://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Patthargarh_fort outside Najibabad, 1854pg

219 varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers : Bijnor District, 1981, p. 45)
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Thus, the whole of Rohilkhand came into the possession of S$igkjiaula. Under the new
dispensation, Najibabad became a flourishing centre of the coitolustry. A variety of
cotton and silk products were then transported by land to Surat and Calcutta and from there
shipped to Persia, East Asia and Europe.

Soon after, many Rohillas were driven out of the Doab. Subsequently together with the Sikhs
they flocked to the standard of the banished Zabita Khan and made occasional raids on Bijnor
but were repulsed in Rohilkhand by Mirza Muhammad Qasim Khan, the amil etidksaf
daulah. The increasing debt on account of the maintenance of British forces led to the
surrender of the whole of Rohilkhand, including Bijnor, to the British by the treaty of
November 10, 1801. At that time the present district of Bijnor formed part of the Moradabad
district. In 18171824 it became the headquarters of the nevitymed distri¢ of northern
Moradabad. In 1824 the district headquarters was shifted to Bijnor. The town of Nagina was
the center of conflicts between rival parties during the sepoy mufitly.

However, the British regime created resentment in the atmosphere of misganemand
negligence which resulted in a series of severe famines in-08G&d in 183738 in Bijnor.
Already by the second half of the"18entury, most regions of north India were reeking with
a strong spirit of revolution with the motive of overthrovgrthe British rule. It was around
this time that the revolt of 1857 had started. Improvements in transport were made during
the Rohilla rule but major strides were made after the sepoy mutiny of 1857.

The Indian soldiers entered Nagina on May 21 where theg to plunder the tehsil treasury;
however the news of their march had preceded them and the tehsil officials had taken
adequate defensive measures to stop them from laying hands on the treasure. The same day
many prisoners broke out of the Bijnor jatormed the main gate, dislodged it and escaped.
Immediately the magistrate arrived and opened fire killing seven fugitives, and captured many
of them. The rest of them escaped this deadly combat and tried to seek refuge on the bank
of the Gang&?!?

The Bitish tried to save the valuables of the Bijnor treasury by throwing the cash deep into
the well. Immediately afterwards the nawab of Najibabad, Mahmud Khan arrived with a
number of empty carts to carry off the treasure to Najibabad; however the Brisiddd to
retaliate with the help of the retainers of the leading Hindu zamindars. The British then
proceeded against the Gujars, Banjaras and Mewatis who had openly joined the struggle. The
British directed an expedition to Chandpur and on the way destlay Mewati village. The
British army burnt down the villages of Bhojpur, Jahangirpuri, Sheikhupura, Husainapura,
Aminapura and Narayanpur.

Eventually when Mahmud Khan returned, the Pathans and other sepoys enlisted by the
British were found tobe leaning2 ¢  NRa al KYdzZR YKIy® a¢KS ARSI

2 mperial Gazetteer of India, v. 18, p. 299.
212 |pid, p. 4748
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be overthrown had taken deep root in the hearts of the people and it was believed by the
people that Mahmud Khan would occupy the throne. Therefore every inhabitant of this
district found itexped Sy i (2 KI @S NBf I (i X3Tfsamade kthé Rritish | K Y dzR
suspicious of the natives who were enlisted by them.

Syed Ahmed Khan, a subordinate judge of Bijnor, who was in discord with Mahmud Khan
persuaded him to leave the Europeans unmolestedth&sBritish could no longer maintain

law and order in this district they moved all the European women and children to the other
side of the Ganga. The authorities realising the inability of the Hindu zamindars to hold out
against Mahmud Khan, left the digtt on June 8.

Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, Source: Wikipetigs://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syed Ahmad_Khan

Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan who was posted in this district as the sadr amin or a subordinate judge,
wrote the Tarikh Sarkashiy Dhilla Bijnor(History of the Revolt in Bijnor), which was the first
report of a contemporary event, published in Uréldit was a &irly detailed account.

He cites that one of the strong causes that led to the outbreak was the fact that the leading
social group in Rohilkhand at that time was the descendants of the Pathans, who had ruled
Rohilkhand in the first half of the 18th Cenyupefore their conquest by the combination of
Oudh, the Marathas, and the British. In 1801 the British East India Company took over the
entire Division to incorporate Rohilkhand into their territories. The Pathans remained restive,
however, and their resament and instability were deeply engraved. These chiefs who found

213|bid, p.49
21%Khan S. S., tarikisarkashe zilae bijnor: History ofhe Bijnor Rebellion 1857)
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themselves estranged were exasperated and aggrieved as they found themselves without
employment under the new British Government and lost hopes of rising in the State or army
and were thusgontinually breaking out into acts of insubordination and violence. Rohilkhand
was the only region in Northern India where the British were routed during the R&vble

was a colonial servant and believed that the English rule is the harbinger of chadge
modernity and thought the native elements would create a state of anomaly and
discordance’1®

Mahmud Khan assumed power and proclaimed himself to be the ruler of this district,
administering on behalf of the emperor of Delhi. He brought a whole legfofms. The Hindu
zamindars of Bijnor, taking advantage of the situation, decided to attack him and drive him
out of Bijnor to Najibabad.

This districthad a strongpopulation of Muslims and Hindus. The dominant community in
these towns, moreover, was Mlis\, particularly of the Shaikh, Sayyid, and Pathan classes.
The countryside, however, was dominated by zamindari holdings under the leadership of the
great Hindu landlords of Sherkot, Tajpur, and Haldalong with them the Jats, and the
pastoral GujargAhirs) who had a strong base at Mandawar also actively tookipatte
revolt.

He also took some measures to restore the British administration. Syed Ahmad Khan and
Mahmud Rahmat Khan were ordered to take charge. The district again came under the British
FRYAYAAOUNIr GA2y F2NJ I FSg RlIe&a a az22y GKS ylI
advances with strong Islamic fervour, thus infusing all the rancour of a religious war.

Although his authority was restablished in Bijnor many Hindu landholdersre opposed to

him. Hence in the ensuing months several skirmishes took place between these chiefs and
GKS ylI gl 0Qa (UNR2LJA dzyRSNJ ! KYFR JftFK YKFY |
ultimately Mahmud Khan reigned supreme throughout the district.hibad Khan and his
lieutenants divided the district among themselves, each ruling as a nominal ruler of Ztéhsil.

Meanwhile the British instigated the principal landholders to attack Bijnor. This effort was
aborted resulting in a futile attempt as a large number of freedom fighters deterred the British
allies at Chandpur, who now turned against the local landholdéis were pro British. The
freedom fighters captured Randhir Singh of Haldaur, a staunch British supporter. He was
captured and confined in Najibabad. This success attracted the attention of a large number
of freedom fighters like Kazi Inayat Khan Ali, D&8legh and three royal princes from Delhi.
Joined by them the struggle against the British was now carried across the Ganga.
Emboldened by a series of successful raids against the police outposts on the right bank of

2151bid
218 |bid
2Lvarun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers : Bijnor District, 1981), p. 50
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the Ganga, they set fire on governmdmntiildings or anything that had a semblance of colonial
rule and successfully dispersed the troops sent against tHém.

hy TLNAE umE (GKS . NAGA&AK RSTSFGSR al KYdzR
proceeded to Moradabad. Mahmud Khan was capturedyéver he died in prison after being
sentenced for life. His property was confiscated as that of the others who fought against the
British, the supporters of the British being reward@8Thus it was at the battle of Ambasut
that finally British regained heir dominant status,toppling the reign of Mahmud Shah.In
spite of fighting between the Hindus and the Muslim Pashtuns, the Nawab succeeded in
maintaining his position until 21 April 1858, when he was defeated by the British at Nagina.

After the rebellionsubsided, misgovernance prevailed as again a series of famines severely
affected this district in 18661 and 18689. This imbibed a strong sense of aBtitish
sentiment to the struggle.

During the First World War, Bijnor came into prominence as areaitpolitical activity when

Chandan Singh and Thakur Das, two prominent local leaders, launched a movement against

free and involuntary transport of arms and ammunition by the Kisans of the district to the
border district of Garhwal where one of the ingant military stations had been established
at Lansdowné??

In 1919 the Hindus and the Muslims of the district united against the infamous Rowlatt Act of
1919. This act gave vent to feelings of deep resentment and indignation and raised a storm of
protest all over the district. Bijnor was also one of the leading centres during the national
struggle for freedom.

In 1924, a big fair was held in this district by the District Board on the occasion of Ganga snan
which also served as the platform for an orgawcisCongress propaganda. The district
magistrate took over the arrangement of the fair from the control of the District Board. In
order to obstruct the attendance of the fair and to weaken the Congress hold, the district
magistrate levied a tax on bulloclarts coming to the fair; this led to a serious agitation
followed by mass arrests even on women and the imposition of and realisation of oppressive
fines. Bijnor was also one of the most active centres during the Civil disobedience
movement. In October, 180, when Mahatma Gandhi began Individual Satyagraha, many
satyagrahis in Bijnor were selected from among the members of the district Congress
committee and other eminent Congress leaders, including Govind Sahai and Hafiz
Muhammad Ibrahim.

On August 12, 4P, the local students took out a large procession under the Quit India
Movement and attacked thana and tehsil buildings and hoisted the tricolour on various

218 |bid, p.50
219pid, p. 51
229varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers : Bijnor District, 1981), p. 51
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government offices. The people also joined the students of Chandpur high school in the
processionOn August 14, the processionists smashed the glass panes in the railway station.
On August 16, the villagers of Phina, Tajpur and Gopalpur in police circle Nurpur, numbering
about 15,000, marched in a procession to hoist the tricolour at the Nurpur pstite®n. On

their way they damaged everything that had a semblance of the colonial government. An
armed police force was posted at Nurpur thana to meet them. Hardly did the procession reach
Nurpur then the police made a lathi charge but the processionigoad its march peacefully.

As soon as it reached the thana, the police opened fire on it. Parvin Singh and Rikkhi Singh
died, many were wounded and a lot more were arrested. An amount of Rs 6,000 was imposed
as a collective fine. A huge fair held anngah August 16 at Nurpur (also called Noorpur)
now commemorates the martyrs of this eveiit.

It can thus be noted that Bijnor district has had a rich history of its own which has shaped
and influenced the culture of this district. The Mughals, Nawabs, Rohils who ruled Bijnor from
the early 18 century till the British rule, all heavily impactéite region and left a legacy of

their own on the music, dance, literature, arts and crafts that majorly flourished under Mughal
rule. The garments of Bijnor especially the Banarasi Sari and the Chikan work on kurtas portray
the Mughal style of intricate ahornate decoration. The people of Bijnor, originally said to
have belonged to Ind@®ravidian racial group, practised mainly Hinduism and Islam, as well
as Sikhism, Christianity, Jainism and Buddhism. The people of this district primarily speak in
Hindi and Urdu. As many as seven dialects of Hindi are spoken in the %tate.

22varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gatasrs : Bijnor District, 1981, p. 55)
224 Culture in Binohttps://www.bijnoronline.in/city-quide/culturein-
bijnor#:~:text=Culture%200f%20Bijnor%20is%20highly,flourished%20under%20the%20Mughal%20rule

98


https://www.bijnoronline.in/city-guide/culture-in-bijnor#:~:text=Culture%20of%20Bijnor%20is%20highly,flourished%20under%20the%20Mughal%20rule
https://www.bijnoronline.in/city-guide/culture-in-bijnor#:~:text=Culture%20of%20Bijnor%20is%20highly,flourished%20under%20the%20Mughal%20rule

Important and Significant Places

We¢KS OAGE 2F . A2y2NJ aSNWSa Fa I LINPYAYSyYyd LI
from every major religion. This religious diverdiggan developing in the 18th century, as

the city of Bijnor fell under the reign of many rulers, including the Mughals, the Nawabs and,
finally, the British. Shrines, temples and churches of Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Buddhism,
Jainism and Sikhism ahé&ered throughout Bijnor. Most of these religious sites also hold
FLIISEE 0SOldzaS 2F ®#KSANI Of Fa&aA 0 | NOKA G SOU dzNB

Bijnor with a rich repertoire of history that has left an indelible mark on the culture of its
people reveals an intrinsic connection between the rich heritage of the district present in the
towns of the district and the local traditions and legends tha @woven around them.

Here is dlist of the remarkable placesnd their heritage as well as the popular cultural
traditions that persist and are made alive through the generations of people living in and
around Bijnor district as noted dyangli Prasad fan in his version of the UP Gazetteer.
(Varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers: Bijnor District, 1981)

Afzalgarh

Afzalgarh is a city and a municipal board in Bijnor district in the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh.
This place is said to have derived itsme and origin from Afzal Khan, a Rohilla chief and
brother of Zabita Khan, who founded the town between 1748 and 1774. He also built a brick
fort, the ruins of which are to be seen on the northern outskirts. This particular place has
attained considerableepute for its excellent cloth industry, particularly garha and gazi. The
local Julahas still engage in the manufacture of cloth but the quality has deteriorated. Timber
and bamboo are other products of commerce and trade.

Bashta

Bashtavillage is locate in Chandpur Tehsil &ijnor district in Uttar Pradesh. This place is
F3a20AF0SR 6AGK G4KS yFYS 2F 1o6dzZ CITf FyR 10
is said that visitors from all over the district used to remove a brick each as a soowueof

a structure located here which was presumed to represent the Madarsa where these learned
brothers acquired their education. Akbar had established a big police post here which was
responsible for maintaining law and order in 60 adjoining villages.

hyS 2F GKS Y2ad OAAAGSR G(GSYLX Sa KSNB Aa YA
Temple of Sita, who is said to have performed the ordeal of performing the agnipariksha here,

22https://bijnor.nic.in/placesof-interest/
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while some say that it is here that the earth tore apart and Sita wesitle??“. It is widely
considered to be a historical structure that is associated with the Rpinayanalt is located
along the Chandpudalilpur road. Though there is a lack of any historical evidence, the local
myths, legends and tradition attach a@tig spiritual value to this place.

Sita Samahit temple in Bijnor.

Image sourcdattps://s3.india.com/travel/wpcontent/uploads/2017/04/Sitasamahittemple jpg

Chandpur

A legend associates its name with one Chand Khan who is supposed to have founded this
place in the preMughal days. An old sargtone tomb which still exists in this town is
considered to be his tomb. This place had attained considerable importance duiing I N2 &
days when it became the capital of a pargana and a dastur in the Sarkar of Sambhal. In the
early days of British rule it was made the headquarters of a tehsil and remained as such till
the reconstitution of the subdivision in 1894. The old tehsilding houses the police station.

224Bijnorhttps://bharatdiscovery.org/india/%E0%A4%ACY%E0%A4%BF%E0%A4%9CY%E0%A4%A8Y%E0%A5%8C
Y%E0%A4%B0
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In 1805 it was occupied by the Pindaris and again by Muslim freedom fighters in 1857. The
dilapidated and ruined houses of the noble Saiyid families of this place are a reminder of the
heroic fight which they offered agast the British during theFreedom struggle of 1857.

This particular place has a mosque and a tomb of considerable antiquity. This place has been
a flourishing business centre during the early part of the present century. Earthenware, ipc
bowls, water botteés and coarse cotton cloths known as garha and chauthai were the special
manufactures. The town has 2 sugar factories, an ice factory and a unit dealing with handloom
products.

Daranagar

CKA& LXIFOS Aa 0StASOSR (2 KIF@S | aadzYySR AdGa vy
Wg2YSyQd [ STISYR KFa AlG GKFG RdzNAy3I GKS g+ N |
the widows of both the Kauravas and the Pandavas after the greabfMdahabharata and
rehabilitated them around his ashram by virtue of which the place became to be known as
Daranagar i.e. the town for women. Daranagar is noted for bathing fairs that take place after

the coming of the rains and in the cold weather. Tdrgest is in the month of Kartika during

the full moon.

Daranagar, Source: Wikipedlztps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daranagar

W5 NI yFIFN g1a 2F KAAG2NAROFf Ay NdiweghOS R dz
Kauravas and Pandavas began, both sides wished to safeguard their wives and children under
the protection of Vidur Kuti before starting the war. Since it required a large place to house
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all the family members of the Kauravas and the Pand&fdisr Kuti established an exclusive
NEIA2Y GKAOK gl 4250 ffSR a 5FNFyFlF3aFN®PQ

Vidur kuti

This place is adjacent to Daranagar and according to tradition it is supposed to be the place
where Vidur had his ashram and is situated on the eastern bank of #reGanga. It is known

to have great historical importance as it is believed to have been founded by the great saint
Vidur, one of the noblest characters of tiahabharatawho was also a great scholar and
statesman. It is said that he could foretell futun@ppenings. He had access to the two
contending parties, the Kauravas and the Pandavas and both Dhritrashtra and Yudhishtra
consulted him on major issues.

It is here that the first President of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, visited in 1960 and unveiled
the statue of the saint. A year later the then \Vipgeesident of India, Dr. Radhakrishnan, laid
the foundation stone of the Bharat Mata Temple at the Kuti, consisting of a big hall and a
library, the former being a venue for religious discourses and gathering

Vidur Kuti Temple, Source: Bijnor.rittps://bijnor.nic.in/tourist-place/rameshwar/

22ttps://bijnor.nic.in/tourist-place/bijnor/
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Dhampur

Dhanmpur marks the historic site where the Mugfmates under Qutulud-din Khan suffered

a crushing defeat in the middle of the @entury at the hands of Dunde Khan, the Rohilla
chief. Subsequently, it was devastated by Amir Khan (a Pindari chief) during the early years of
the 19" century. In 1844tisupplanted Sherkot as the headquarters of the pargana and tehsil,
the change being made on account of its more central position and greater accessibility. In
1929, the people of Dhampur accorded a warm welcome to Mahatma Gandhi, who addressed
a large gdtering here, appealing to the people to join the civil disobedience movement, it
being one of the leading centres of the freedom movement.

This place is known for its iron works. In the former days, Dhampur was famous for its
gunsmiths and a local workmavas awarded a prize for matchlocks at the Paris Exhibition of
1867.

Mandawar

Mandawaris an archaeological site of great importance. Even though a lot of it is still left to
be explored, the archaeological remains hint at the site where sage Kanva established his
ashram and brought up Shakuntula, the daughter of Vishwamitra.

St Martin andCunningham have identified the place with Nlepu-lo of the Chinese traveller,
Hieun Tsang, who visited this place in the seventh century and found that it was the capital
of a Sudra kingdom. This town is famous for having the monastery of the Budditsiete
Sungabhadra, who flourished here during the early days of the Christian era. His pupil, Vimal
Mitra, was buried here in a mango grove close by on the western bank of the Malin. The
samadbhi still exists. This place is known to have been a stronghdihd ddinayana sect of
Buddhism.

One of the many oldest existing structures found here is a raised mound to the southeast. In
the middle of this mound is a ruined fort. In the sowghst corner of the fort stands the Jama
Masijid built of large blocks of gy sandstone that are probably the materials of an earlier
desecrated Hindu temple. It is believed that this town was inhabited in tfec&Btury after

a considerable period of decay, by people from Meerut whose descendants still inhabit the
place. Tradion has it that it was included in the dominions of Prithvi Raj Chauhan of Delhi
and it was only in 1198 that Shakab-din Ghori captured it. It was visited by Timur during

his march to Delhi in 1398. This place was also sacked by Amir Khan, thel®aukariduring

the upheaval of 1857. The place also suffered a great deal at the Hands of the Jat marauders
of the area.



Jama Masjid, Mandawar, Tahsil Bijnor

Jama Masjid, Source: (Varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers : Bijnor District, 1981)

Nagina

Not much is known about the origin d¢ine foundation of the town but it appears that it
NEYFAYSR F2NJ G4KS Y2ad LINI | adzatAyY olasS |
meaning jewel. It also appears to have had very little share in history till about the days of
Akbar, when it gave itsame to a pargana. It became an eminent centre during the Rohilla
adzLINBYl O ¢gKSYy AdGQa 2fR F2NI FyR ASOSNIf 27
1805 it was sacked by the Pindaris under Amir Khan. The Jama Masijid, which is a conspicuous
building on an elevated and well chosen site, was built around 1867. Nagina has been the
headquarters of a tehsil since the beginning of British rule and in 1817 became the seat of the
collector of northern Moradabad, the change to Bijnor taking place in 1884, aj the

reasons being that the drainage of Nagina was somewhat deficient and malaria as an
epidemic was recurrent. Several fierce conflicts took place here during the struggle of 1857.

The chief public buildings of Nagina comprise the old Patbanin which the tehsil and
registration offices are housed, the dispensary, a fine brick structure standing on a raised and
open site in the soutteastern outskirts of the town.
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The Pathan fort at Nagina, Source: Times of India,
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/HiddenHeritage/whanonumentsgo-missing/

This place is one of the chief commercial centres in the district and a large traddeas car

in sugar, rice, cotton and other articles. It has long been celebrated for its iron work and in
former days the matchlocks produced here had a wide reputation. However, it is-wood
carving in ebony and manufacture of glass phials, used by pil§pomsall parts of India to

carry the sacred water of the Ganga from Haridwar, that are the special and principal
industries of this place. The glass used is of greenish brown colour and is made from an
amalgam ofreh and saltpetre. Garha and gazi are theotvarieties of cloth manufactured

here. Sunn Hemp bags and ropes, as well as lacquered and painted goods, are also produced
here in small quantities.

Najibabad

It is here that the river Malini flows along the northeast outskirts of the city. This place is
considered to be an important commercial centre. The principal articles of commerce are
cloth, salt, sugacane, grain, sugar, timber and other forest produce, and other articles which
are mostly exported to the hills, including vessels made of all lohasetals, cotton cloth

(both garha and gazi), blankets, shoes, other articles of domestic use and baskets woven from
split bamboo.
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Najibabad Fort, Source: Bijnor.nic

The town was founded in the days of the Rohilla occupation and it is named aftbrudaji
daulah, who made it the headquarters instead of Jalalabad. In 1755 he built the great fort of
Pathargarh or Najafgarh which is now in ruins. Constructed of brick and stone, it is believed
that it was made from the debris of the ancient castle of Mawdln It was a square building

and was surrounded by an embattled wall, with bastions at each angle end gateways on each
side, the chief gate opening towards the town. This fort is known to have witnessed a lot.
Jhanga Rao Sindhia and Malhar Rao Marathasaiato have looted the fort as well as this

city during the third battle of Panipat. This fort subsequently was again made the target during
the reign of Najaf Khan. Following this it was brought under the rein of Sitbjzaulah in

1774 and then finallynder the British in 1801.

Pathargarh Fort on the outskirts of Najibabad,
Source: Wikipedidyttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Najib_adDawlah
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The tomb of Njibud-daulahstands to the south of the town and to the north is that of his

brother, Jahengir Khan, which was constructed in 1806. Opposite the gateway are the remains

2T GKS Dbl éloQa bldzold (1KFEYF® ! ALJ OA2dza 0 dzA €
the northeast. In the Nawaltola there is an old baradari, which is now in ruins.

blr2Ao dzR 5l dz I KQa (2Yo0X {2dz2NOSY ¢AYSa 27
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/HiddenHeritage/whemonumentsgo-missing/

This town was sacked by the Marathas in 1772 and in 1774 and eventually it passed into the
hands of Shujud-daulah, the Nawab of Avadh after which its importance declined. Nawab
Muin-ud-din Khan tookup his residence here. His son, Mahmud Khan, took a very active part
in the 1857 freedom struggle and the town passed out of British hands. It was reoccupied by
the British a year later, the palace of the Nawab was destroyed and the town was plundered.
After the advent of British rule the only schools were maktabs and pathshalas. The first
institution started on western lines was the Bullock school which was founded in July, 1892.

In Jogirampuri near Najibabadhere is a famous shrine, popularly knownNggaf-i-Hind of

Saiyid Rajwho was a distinguished Diwan to whom the Emperor Shah Jahan had presented

the jagir of Jogirampur, inheriting what his father Syed Allaudin Bukhari had. He was held in

great reverence in the Mughal court. Syed Raju was counsedne of the most learned
empiricists besides being pious and devéiitA dargah dedicated to him was built during

l dzNJ y 31 S6Qa&4 NBAIYyd ¢KAa RINHIK A& 2yS 2F (GKS
it attracts a large number of people fromlar religions too, and from every corner of India,

in the last week of May every year, when religious discourses (majlises) are organised in the

228Bijnor Tourismttps://bijnor.nic.in/tourism/



https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/blogs/HiddenHeritage/when-monuments-go-missing/
https://bijnor.nic.in/tourism/

hall of the shrine. It is also believed that the water from the fountain near the shrine cures
many ailments, articularly those of the stomach and the skin.

Dargahe-AaliyaNajafe-Hind, Source: Bijnor.nibitps://bijnor.nic.in/tourist-place/bhubaneswar/

Nihtaur

This place is known to have gad considerable importance during the reign of Akbar when
it became the headquarters of a pargana. It has an old mosque with three fluted domes dating
back to the times of Akbar.

Sherkot

Sherkotderives its name from Sher Shah and this place was made the headquarters of a
pargana during his reign and remained so during the reign of Akbar. The history of this place
remained almost obscure till 1805, when it was besieged and sacked by Amir Kban.Pin
Subsequently it lost much of its importance as in 1844 the pargana and tehsil headquarters
were removed to Dhampur. Sherkot is an old settlement of the family of Chauhan Rajputs.
The palatial house of the Chauhans, with two temples attached, sfastisutside the town

to the northwest. A certain part of the town is known as Qazi Sarai and derives its name from
a well known family of Sheikhs, who held the office of gazi under the Mughals.

Tajpur

Around the beginning of the 18century, Balram Sgh of the Taga Family had acquired large

estates in the Azampur portion of pargana Bashta. His descendant, Jagat Singli, was given the
title of Raja by the British. He died in 1885 leaving his brother Sham Singh who embraced
Christianity and married an Elrgh woman on whose death he built a beautiful church on the
SeoharaNurpur road in her memory. The Tajpur church, also known as the Sacred Heart
Church, is a Roman Catholic Church known for its beauty and grandeur. It is situated such that
atsunsetwhei KS adzyQa Nl eéa FlLff 2y AGX GKS adl GdzS
of gold.
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Sacred Heart Church, Tajpur
Source: Jagran.corhttps://www.jagran.com/uttarpradesh/bijnor10326232.html

Wal yRIgFNI 1 al KIFfQ

l y2O0KSNI FlLAO0OAYlIGAYy3 aAdS ySFENI GKAAa RA&AGNROD
Victoria of England was taught both Urdu and Farsi by Munshi Ali. Hence, Queen Victoria
O2yaidNHzZOGSR (KS WalyRFEgFINI 1} alKFf{tQ Ay wmMypn
kilometers from this Mahabn the Mandawar Blawali Roadlose to village Kundanpur

there exiss a famous temple callg@alkha Devilt is believed that Rukmani came here to
G2NAKALI F YR [2NR ¥NAaAaKyl (1ARYlFLLSR KSNRO®

Mandawar Mahal
Image: https://www.nativeplanet.com/moradabad/mandawée-mahal/photos/19304/
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Other prominent temples in the Bijnaity includeRadha Krishna Mandir, Panchmukhi
Mandir, Shiv Mandir and Chamunda Mandir

Ganjis situated along the banks of the river Ganges, about 12 km from the town of Bijnor.
This place is known for numerous ancient ashrams and temples near the river.

The Mosques or Muslim worship sites in the district reflect the architectural tastes of the
long32yS NRelftde 2F GKS adzZaAKIfa YR blgloa GKI
Hadishah, Markaz Masjid and Bahar Wali Masjid are some of thepreskrved mosques in

. A2¥E2 N O

228 https://bijnor.nic.in/placesof-interest/
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Art and Craft Traditions

When the whole of Rohilkhand came into the possession of Skdigaulah, it is believed

that under his rule Najibabadl S OF YS | Ff 2dzZNAAKAY3I OSYuNBd 2F
cotton and silk products were then transported by land to Surat and Calcutta and from there
AKALILISR G2 tSNEAI® 9Fad ! aAlF yR 9dz2NRPLISQ®

In Afzalganj, Bijnor, according to the Gazetteettemi in 1981, the local Julahas still engaged
in the manufacture of cloth but the quality had deteriorated. Timber and bamboo were other
products of commerce and trade.

In Bijnor district, a small town with a big name, Nagina stands tall worldwide faquhlty

and design of its woodcrafts. The town has a rural ambience, its narrow streets filled with
small units of wood workshops. The products created here are produced on a small scale
with a creative human touch, providing a fine blend of utility aedthetics.b I A y | Qa
outstanding wood carving craft tradition dates back to the Mughal era. It is believed that
some of the wood carvers moved from Iran to Uttar Pradesh and settled in Nagina and
nearby villages, where Indian rosewood was readily avail&#eple from Multan form one
such community which has been associated with this craft for generations but today this
craft isn't limited to a single community. Women also contribute actively to the craft and are
happy to have their children help them aftechool, indirectly passing on skills to the next
generation?*°

Plate No. 24 Nagina Wood Carving in Ebony.

Source: Indian art at Delhi 1903 by George Watt

22%varun, Uttar Pradesh District Gazetteers : Bijnor District
20 Dastkari Haat Samiti, Google Arts and Culture
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Ebony carving of Nagina is the most celebrated industry of Bijnor district, introduced 2
centuries ago from Multan although there was alsceputation of a metal industry (mainly
weapons) in Nagina, Najibabad, and Dhampur.

The major production of Glass vessels is also a noteworthy industry at Nagina and Najibabad;
small glass phials used to carry Ganga water from Haridwar are exported &@?*hThe

glass makers of the district were remarkable for being the only craftsmen in the state who
could make bottles of moulded glass. The glass is of a grebrosin colour and is made

from an amalgam of reh and saltpetre. Najibabad was also knonitsfbamboo baskets and
Mandawar specialized in papier mache goods. In former days, Dhampur was famed for its
gunsmiths and a local workman obtained a prize for matchlocks at the Paris exhibition of
1867.

Az > T I
Wood workshop in Nagina. Souré¢ational Centre for Design and Product Development.

The finest varieties of cotton come from Afzalgarh in Bijnor; a weaver from that place

obtained a silver medal and prize at the Agra Exhibition in 1867. The best cotton printing is
done in the village oNihtaur. Carpets and bedspreads of Sherkot village have a local

reputation. Chikan embroidery is also practiced by the craft clusters in Bijnor.

Nagina, Najibabad, Chandpur, Sahaspur, Afzalgarh and Dara Nagar were celebrated centers
for the manufacture 6 Garha and Gazi, two common varieties of cloth. The dioed
pattern of red and white woven cloth known as Chauthai was produced at Chandpur; a

21 Nevill. H.R. 1908. District Gazetteer of Bijnor. Allahabad: Government Press., vol.p6V,p.232
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novelty among textiles’®? The special manufactures of Chandpur also include earthenware
pipe-bowls.

Knives and cutlery made in the suburb of Bukhara are a specialty of the town, along with
WWI yS2aQ 2NJ al ONBR UKNBIFR& 62Ny o0& . NIKYlya
of the provinces.

bFr3IAYyl A& GKS 662NR T2N Yeswd thiflacdas jagi bydhey | Y SF
Mughals. Syed Ghalib Ali received this place as Jagir and he founded the city by building
Nagina Mahal or Bara Mahal. Thene-Akbari mentions the city as the headquarters of

Nagina Mahal (Bara Mahal) currently locatgdviohallaSyedWara Nagina or pargana. During

the British period, it remained the headquarters of Nagina Tehsil, Bijnor district, in the United
Province; and from 18X4824, it was the headquarters of the newly formed Northern
Moradabad district. In 1901he Nagina Tehsil had 464 villages and two towns: Nagina, with

a population of 21,412, and Afzalgarh, with a population of 6471 is one of the important

g22R OFNBAY3I OSYGSNE Ay ! ddGFNI tNrRSaKd ¢KAaA
craftscie 2 Q LINPRdzOS& 622RSYy KIFIYRAONIFTG& 2F Ay d SN

The history of the wood crafts industry of Nagina is about 500 years old. The town is mostly
inhabited by Multani people who originally hailed from Pakistan. The curious wooden items
manufactured by these people have been admired and encouraged from the Mughal
period 234 Of the wooden items, walking sticks, exclusive brass inlay and wooden inlay boxes
and engravings are very popular.

The woodwork traditions in Nagina, Bijnor, find a mention as fkbas 1881 when The

Imperial Gazetteer of India, a historical reference work was first published in 1881 under the
FS3Aa 2F GKS . NAGA&AK 9YLIANB® abl IAylF A& OSt S
ebony wares, such as walkisgcks, trays, bxes, which are frequently inlaid with ivory. Large
guantities of small glass phials are blown here and exported to Haridwar for the pilgrims who

OF NNE DI y3Sazgl SN AYy (KSY®E

There is an interesting story about the origins of woodcarving in Nagina.n@lygihe
craftsmen used to carve on the steel section of guns. After the 1857 uprising against the
British, manufacture of arms was prohibité¥.The metal workers transferred their skills to
carving on a hard wood and they chose ebony. Their style efntpretained the precision
originally needed for carving on metal.

232 Census of India 2001, District Census Handbook Bijnor, Directorate of Census Operations, Uttar Pradesh
p.7, p.137
2336 6 Hi s Naginayagcéséed January 29, 2021.
234 1hi
Ibid.
56 0Woodwor k Ciltayl iotf Rbagmsesd Jalay §021.
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Image SourceOne District One Product, Government of Uttar Pradesh
(http://www.odopup.in/en/article/bijnor).

. hile o raiall !l

Image SourceOne Dlstnct One Product Government of Uttar Pradesh
(http://www.odopup.in/en/article/bijnor).
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Image Sourc¥ [ | £ A G hagsylali€adablogftbBd@potdcom/2013/03/naginaoodwork-city-unseen
city-of.html).

TARKASHI

Another form of craft which is widely practiced in this region is Tarkashi or the metal inlay

work. In this technique, fine wire like strips of brass, copper or silver is inlaid into wood.
Typically, dark coloured and seasoned sheesham wood is usedhéghitsil content allows

the inlaid metal to be held securely. The patterns are usually geometric forms or floras of
Mughal inspiratior?3’A small pocket of craftsmen in Nagina and Bijnor specialize in carving
ornamental combs and trinket boxes from ebonjeTcombs are made in pairs, male and
FSYILESd ¢KS YIS O02Y0asx WNIXal 1A 1lFy3arQs KI¢
1A 1FY3ArQr KF@S (SSGK 2y 020K aARSao

The wordtarkashiimplies the careful inlay of brass, copper or silver wire in wood, fograi

soft filigree. The core word isar, or wire. The districts of Saharanpur, Nagina, Bijnor and
Mainpuri form the cornerstone of Tarkashi in the country. The artisans there will tell you that
the craft originated in the late nineteenth century, as al®o carvekhadauns or wooden
footwear, for pious Hindu priests who considered leather unholy. Now, however, Tarkashi
techniques are used to create home décor items like tabletops, trays and co&¥ters.

237 |bid.
Pl ndia Kala. O66From Kat hpTuhtel iSst otroy Mefe nlafikdaBeiter tHa nWairclria
India, June 09, 2016.
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Image SourceGaathalfttps://shop.gaatha.com/Bwyarkashtproductsb).

Image SourceGaathalfttps://shop.gaatha.com/Buyarkashiproductsb).
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Image SourcePinterest [ittps://in.pinterest.com/pin/26634576543495948)./
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Collage SourcePinterest [ittps://in.pinterest.com/pin/24692399208871693)./
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Festivals and Fairs

About 30 Hindu religious fairs are held annually in different places of the district. Krishna Lila
is performed irevery town and big village of the district. Similarly, Muslims celebrate almost
all the important festivals. The largest fair in Bijnor is held at Daranagar and Goela, an
adjoining village at the point where the Ganga first becomes navigable, and 25006:p
assemble for bathing in it on the full moon of Kartik month. There is a holy temple of Hindus
dedicated to Chandi Devi, the patron deity of Bijnor.

A fair is held in the honour of Burha Babu who is said to be an incarnation of Brahma and
special paton of women and childre®® As per the Gazetteer of 1908, the few good horses

in Bijnor are in the possession of the leading Zamindars who obtain them from the annual
Nauchandi fair in Meerut where artistic and religious rituals are followed. Nauchandi fair can
be traced back to 167 when it was held as a one day celebration for cattle tradé?s.

There is a celebrated temple of Bithoor but the pilgrims at the fair seldom come from beyond
the limits of the district. During the Dwapar era, the temple is mentioned as one of the
resicential premises of the '‘Chachashri’', Mahatma Bithoor of Kauravas and Pandavas situated
on the bank of the river Ganga.

Zahir Diwan, a local saint is known as Gogapeer in the digttict.

The Urs festival which commemorates the death anniversary of SofiNainuddin Chisti is
celebrated by thousands in Najibabad, Hasanpur, and Sah&4parsmall fair takes place at
Salabatnagar, Afzalgarh during March in the honour of Bale Sarkar. Another gathering is held
Ay al NOK dzy RSNJ §KS yIYS 2F / KKALAAQ T ANWD

In Charthawal, Muzaffarnagar, many fairs are held every year. One of these is known as the
fair of Chhariyan, which takes place during the month of Bhadra. Chhariyan is devoted to Saint
Goga Pir, and is attended by about five thousand peéfilén Bijnor as wll, there is a
tradition related to Goga Pir.

239 Nevill. H.R. 1908. District Gazetteer of Bijnor. Allahabad: Government Press., vol. XIV, p.79

249 Nevill. H.R. 1908. District Gazetteer of Bijnor. Allahabad: Government Press., vol. XIV p.32

241Census of India 2001, District Census Handbook Bijnor, Directorate of Census Operations, Uttar Pradesh
p.58

242 Census of India 1961 V. XV, Fairs and Festivals in UBardesh, P.P. Bhatnagar, Superintendent of Census
Operations Uttar Pradesh

243varun, Dangli PrasadJttar Pradesh District Gazetteers: Muzaffarnag@overnment Press, Rampur, 1990:
page 275.
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Dargahe Aaliya Naj&fHind, Jogipura, Source: Wikimedia Commons

The Ramlila is observed by a considerable number of Hindus, especially in Dhampur. Nautanki

is a highly entertaining musical play of western Uttar Pradesh. Ramlila, Nautanki, and Rasiya

folk music of the Braj region enthrall thousands of men and womenhen fairs and
gatherings** The famous Nijalid-5 | dzf F KQ&a F2NI Ay bl 2A0ol o6l R
GDlIGSglre 2F I AYIflF&la¢eg gtk a | RRNBAZESRIndkaa { dzf |
Company. This has inspired a locally famous nautanki calltdnaDakoo

Sultana Daku arrested by a team of police officers led by Freddie Young. Source: BBC Hindi

244 Manorama Sharma, Musical Heritage of India, APH Publishing 2085
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