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 Introduction 

 

Garhmukteshwar is located in the Hapur district of Uttar Pradesh, close to Delhi. It is one of 

the pilgrimages centres of India, with a population of more than 30,000 people. It is believed 

that this city was once part of Hastinapur, the capital of the Pandavas, and an important 

centre of trade according to the Mahabharata and the Bhagavata Purana. It is also believed 

that this was the city where King Shivi, an ancestor of Rama from the Ramayana, performed 

his last rites in the fourth stage of his life as an ascetic. 

 

It is said that the name of this city is derived from the fact that two Ganas of Shiva, Jai and 

Vijai, attained salvation (or mukti) on the banks of the river Ganga here, which led to the city 

being named Ganamukteeshwar, which over time gradually changed into Garhmukteshwar. 

The city has a host of historical sites and places of cultural value, for instance, the purported 

80 Sati Pillars, which mark the spot where Hindu widows committed sati after the death of 

Figure 1. A view of Ganga and Braj Ghat, Garhmukteshwar 
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their husbands (although we have yet to locate most of these pillars). The town also has a 

mosque, built by Ghiyas-uddin Balban that bears an inscription in Arabic dating back to the 

year 1283 (or 682 Hijri according to the Arabic Calendar). An ancient fort was located within 

the city, believed to have been constructed by the Pandavas, and later renovated by the 

Maratha General Mir Bhawan during the Anglo-Maratha War. Unfortunately, not much 

remains of the fort now, and one can only trace some ruins which once were a part of the 

structure. One can also visit the Meerabai ki Reti, a vast stretch of sands in a golden hue, 

located opposite the Mukteshwar temple. It is said that the legendary Bhakti poet Meerabai 

offered her prayers to the Gods here. 

 

The Ganga Mandir (temple) of Garhmukteshwar is one of the oldest heritage sites in the 

city, dating back to the 13th century. Another unique thing about this site is that it is one of 

the very few temples in India which hosts a statue of the Creator God, Brahma. Mukteshwar 

Mahadev temple, said to have been built by King Shivi with the help of Parashurama, is the 

other major temple that is situated in Garhmukteshwar. This temple contains a unique Shiva 

Linga and a Peepal tree, underneath which Parashurama himself is said to have conducted a 

havan.  

 

One of the crafts the people of this city engage in is the making of chatais (jute mats). On 

average, one chatai takes these skilled craftsmen one hour to make. However, in return for 

their hard work, these craftsmen receive only 20 rupees as payment for one chatai. Their 

schedule involves working for at least ten hours, from morning to evening, and by the end 

of the day they will have made around 200 rupees, which is barely enough to feed one 

person, let alone an entire family. 

 

Another craft that families in this city engage in is the making of mudhas. The mudhas 

crafted in this city are of an extremely high quality and can be seen both in India and 

abroad. The craftsmen procure their material by travelling to the riverbanks and canals of 

the city and handpicking the reeds and grass that grow there. The amount of time it takes 

into crafting this chair depends on its size, for instance, four small mudhe can be crafted in a 

day. 
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Garhmukteshwar is situated on the National Highway 9, which connects it to New Delhi, 

around 90 kilometres away. The area is considered to be one of the holiest, according to the 

references from Garud Purana or Narad Purana. Situated near the river Ganga, the place is 

historical, mythological and culturally enriched. It is believed to be sacred for immersion of 

mortal remains as per Hindu tradition.  

 

Ganga and Garhmukteshwar  

 

Due to the presence of Ma Ganga in Garhmukteshwar, the tirtha has become even more 

sanctified and significant. There are many ancient temples like Mukteshwar Mahadev, 

Brahma and Pracheen Ganga Temple. The legend goes that when Maharaj Parikshit was 

doing Ashvamedha Yagya from himself, he released a horse. The horse reached Maharaj 

{ŀƴŘƛǇƛƴƛΨǎ ŀǎƘǊŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ с ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘǊŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ DŀǊƘƳǳƪǘŜǎƘǿŀǊΦ wŀƧŀ tŀǊƛƪǎƘƛǘ 

came here looking for the horse. He was impressed and inspired by this place and decided 

to rebuild Garhmukteshwar. It is ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ DŀǊƘƳǳƪǘŜǎƘǿŀǊΣ [ƻǊŘ {ƘŀƴƪŀǊΩǎ Dŀƴŀǎ 

(sevaks) attained Mukti.  

 

Garhmukteshwar is believed ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ {ŀǘȅǳƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ [ƻǊŘ {ƘŀƴƪŀǊΩǎ 

staunch believer, Shri Pushpadant ji Maharaj, used to live around 20 kms away from 

Garhmukteshwar at Hastinapur. In terms of the temples of Garhmukteshwar, all of them are 

very old and significant. Many holy men and saints have visited these temples. In 

Garhmukteshwar there is a saint known as Shri Phallari Baba who has spent all his life on a 

boat. A hut in his name is located at Braj Ghat. Swamy Dayanand ji also had a strong 

connection with Garhmukteshwar, and he studied at a school hereτthe Shri Bhagirathi Ved 

Vidyalaya. His last rites were also conducted here.  

 

Garhmukteshwar is, thus, a place known for its holy men and saints. The place propagates 

the Sanatan Dharma. Garhmukteshwar was referred to as Shivallabhpur in the Shiv 

Mahapurana. It is further mentioned that other than Kashi, Lord Shankar liked 

Shivallabhpur.  Shivallabh is the meeting point of Shiv and Parvathi. That Shivallabhpur is 

considered to be the present-day Garhmukteshwar.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Delhi
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The prominence and age of the Ganga and Garhmukteshwar is evident in the holy texts; its 

main mention being in the Shiv Mahapurana. It is stated that if one does DŀƴƎŀΩǎ ŘŀǊǎƘŀƴΣ it 

is akin to doing {ƘƛǾΩǎ ŘŀǊǎƘŀƴ as well. Similarly, if one does Shiv darshan, then one is said to 

have done Ganga darshan. This is the belief of Garhmukteshwar. 

 

Ganga Teerth Nagari Garhmukteshwar is also mentioned in ancient texts. It is for Hindus, 

one of the oldest and largest pilgrimage sites, considered as old as Treta Yuga, with Sage 

Shivi, ancestor of Maryada Purushottam Lord Rama, having performed Chaturmas (holy 

period of four monthsτJuly to October) here. Maharaja Shivi also established a Shiva 

temple here. At that time Garhmukteshwar was known as the Khandavi Van. The Shivalinga, 

near Nakka Kua (well), was also known as Jharkhand Mahadev. The maintenance of the 

Shiva temple was undertaken by the Vallabh/Ballabh sect or community, hence the 

reference to the place as Shiv Ballabhpur. Due to the establishment of the Shiva temple and 

it being a major trading centre and a part of the capital at Hastinapur during the 

Mahabharata period, the history of Garh goes back a long way.  

 

The place also became famous when, after many deliberations at the end of the war, it was 

chosen as the sacred spot to perform Pind Daan for the salvation of all the warriors killed 

during the Mahabharata. The Kartik Shukla Ashtami was fixed to perform Gau Puja and on 

Ekadashi the last ritual of Pind Daan to provide moksh was performed. Since then, 

Garhmukteshwar has been prominent for conducting the last rites and immersions of ashes 

for the deceased.  

 

The river Ganga is considered especially sacred here, having been brought down to earth 

after the deep penance of King Bhagirathi. It is believed that the water of the Ganga 

contains many herbal and medicinal properties in its flow from the Himalaya. This has added 

value to its use through the ages for curing many diseases. Aparna Chattopadhyay in her 

research paper mentions how Aurangzeb had also realised the importance of Ganga water 

for health benefits and was known to supply the same to his soldiers. !ƪōŀǊΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ 

chronicled (Dr Ram Nath in Private Lives of the Mughals). As RV Smith writes in an article, 

not just Hindu rulers, but Mughal emperors like Babur and Humayun too were convinced of 

its purity, finding it next only to the Aab-e-Hayat, the water of paradise.
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Geography and Demography of Garhmukteshwar 

 

 Figure 2. A view of the Braj Ghat at Garhmukteshwar 

 

Garhmukteshwar has a monsoon influenced humid subtropical climate characterized by 

very hot summers and cool winters. Summers last from early April to late June and are 

extremely hot, with temperatures reaching 43 °C (109 °F). The monsoon arrives in late June 

and continues till the middle of September. Temperatures drop slightly, with plenty of cloud 

cover but with higher humidity. Temperatures rise again in October and the town then has a 

mild, dry winter season from late October to the middle of March. The lowest temperature 

recorded here is 0.5 °C (32.9 °F). Rainfall is about 80 cm to 100 cm per annum, which is 

suitable for growing crops. Most of the rainfall is received during the monsoon.  

 

Garhmukteshwar has a population of 46,077 of which 24,437 are males and 21,640 are 

females, per the 2011 Census of India. It is a Tehsil/Block (CD) in Hapur district of Uttar 

Pradesh. According to Census 2011 information, the sub-district code of Garhmukteshwar 

block is 00741. The total area of Garhmukteshwar is 272 km² including 237.38 km² rural area 
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and 34.13 km² urban area. There are 64,688 houses in the sub-district. There are about 137 

villages in Garhmukteshwar block. 

 

 

Figure 3. Agriculture is one of the main activities in Garhmukteshwar 
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The Land of Ganamuktishwar, Khandavi Van and 

Pushpavati 

ÀÌÑɟÖ ÖȓȒĆÍÏɟÑɭÑ ÀÌÖȓȒĆÍĤÛØ: ĦÖȗÍ: 

 

According to Bhagavata Purana1, Ψat Ganmuktiswhwar Tirtha; in front of Muktishwar 

Mahadev, one who performs Pinda Dana of his ancestors need not perform it (Pinda Dana) 

at Gaya, BiharΩ. 

 

Garhmukteshwar, among the ancient Tirtha places, find its reference in several holy 

mythological scriptures. It is believed that the ancestor of Lord Rama, Maharaja Shivi 

 
1 The Bhagavata Purana is a revered text in Vaishnavism, a Hindu tradition that reveres Vishnu. The text 

presents a form of religion (dharma) that competes with that of the Vedas, wherein Bhakti ultimately leads to self-
knowledge, salvation (moksha) and bliss. 

Figure 4. Google screenshot showing Hastinapur and Pushpavati with river Ganga and Khandavi Van 
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established his Chaturth Ashram or Vanprastha2 here at Garhmukteshwar which was known 

as Khandavi Van then. 

 

An interesting story regarding how Ganmuktishwar got its name is mentioned in 

Vaishnodevi Khand 49 of the Skanda Purana. Long ago, during ancient times, Maharishi 

Durvasa was doing penance in the cave of Mandarachal mountain.  Lord Shankar's Ganas, 

who were loitering around, reached there.  The Ganas ridiculed the Tapasyarat Maharishi in 

an attempt at mischief.  Annoyed by that, Durvasa cursed the Ganas to be ghosts.  On 

hearing the harsh curse, Shiv Ganas got upset and fell at the feet of the Maharishi and 

started praying for forgiveness.  Pleased with the prayer, Durvasa saidΣ άh {ƘƛǾŀΩǎ DŀƴŀΗ  LŦ 

you do penance by going to the 'Shiva Vallabh' area located in the Khandava forest near 

Hastinapur, then by the grace of Lord Ashutosh (Shiva), you will be free from the shackles of 

being ghosts.έ  Shiva Ganas, who had become ghosts, came to Shiv Vallabh region and did 

penance till Karthik Purnima.  Pleased with the penance, Lord Shiva appeared to them on 

the day of Kartik Purnima and freed them from the curse of Durvasa Rishi.  Since then, Shiv 

Vallabh3 region got the name of 'Ganmuktishwar'.  Later, the oblation of 'Ganmuktishwar' 

may have become 'Garhmukteshwar'.  The ancient historical temple of Ganmuktishwar still 

bears witness to this legend. 

 

The other story relates how the name Shiv Ballabhpur came to be attached to the area. Jay 

and Vijay, the two Ganas of Lord Vishnu, due to the curse of Narada, came to Mrityu Loka 

and did penance to Lord Shiva, who freed them from the curse.  V.K. Mathur in his book, 

Aitihasik Sthanavali, states, άDŀǊƘƳǳƪǘŜǎƘǿŀǊ ό!{Σ ǇΦнтпύΥ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ 

the banks of the Ganges which is far and wide famous for the Kartik bathing fair. There is a 

detailed description of this country in Skanda Purana. The ancient name of this has been 

called Shiv Ballabhpur.4έ 

 

 
2 Vanaprastha is part of the Vedic ashram system, which starts when a person hands over household 
responsibilities to the next generation, takes an advisory role, and gradually withdraws from the world.This stage 
typically follows Grihastha (householder), but a man or woman may choose to skip householder stage, and enter 
Vanaprastha directly after Brahmacharya (student) stage, as a prelude to San yasa (ascetic) and spiritual 
pursuits 
3 Shiv Ballabhpur got its name after a Shiva temple was established by the Ballabh community. Reference of it 
can be found in Shiv Mahapurana 
4 Mathur, V. K. (1969). Aitihasik Sthanavali. Vaigyanik Tatha Takaniki Shabdawali Ayog, Government of India. 
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The holiness of Garhmukteshwar can be understood by the following lines: 

¾ɟĤ×ɟɰ ÖØÌɟĕÖȓȒĆÍ: ÖȓȒĆÍ: ÖȓĆÍɠĤÛØ ÏÜxÑɟÍn 

 

In other words, In Kashi (Varanasi) one attains Moksha/Salvation after death, but in 

Muktishwar, only by seeing Lord Mukteshwar one gets liberation. 

 

It is believed that during the Mahabharata period Hastinapur was an important link for 

trading activities via the Ganga. Towards the north of it was Pushpavati, known as Pooth 

today, which was part of Khandavi Van spread in an area of 35 sq kms. A beautiful garden, 

which Draupadi used to visit, was believed to be at Pushpavati. Khandava forest belonged to 

Lord Indra. According to the mythology, there was a dispute between Kauravas and 

Pandavas. Hastinapur being the joint capital, it was decided to have a separate capital for 

the Pandavas at Indraprastha (present Delhi). Krishna and Arjuna burned Khandava Van, 

with the help of Agni, the fire god, to build the capital for the Pandavas. There was said to 

be a secret route which connected Pushpavati with Hastinapur. 

 

ÏɭÜ ÒȕØÔ ÏɭÜ ÒȕØÔ ÀɰÀÑ| ¾ɰȏÉ ȑÍßɟɰ 

ÑÀØɡ ÒȓßȓÒɟÛÍɠ ØɟÅ¾Ø{ ßȎØÛɰÞ ÖɰÊÌ 

ÍÞȓ ÁȎØ ŢɨȏßÍ ÍɟÞȓ ÞȓÍ ÖɟÐÛɟÑÙ ÑɟÖ ÔɰÕÌ' 

~ ¾ȓÜÙÙɟÕ ,  ÖɟÐÛɟÑÙ ¾ɥ ¾Îɟ5 

 

It is possible that Puhupavati is the Pushpavati mentioned in the Prakrit text Madhavanal Ki 

Katha written by Kushallabh. According to prolific writer-historian Dr. Vighnesh Tyagi, Akhil 

Bharatiya Itihas Sankalan Yojana (ABISY), άDŀǊƘƳǳƪǘŜǎƘǿŀǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ 

pilgrimage center for Hindus, situated on the banks of river Ganges.  Maharaja Shivi, the 

forefather of Lord Rama, spent his life at the Vanaprastha Ashram in Garhmukteshwar, 

which is currently under Hapur district.  Lord Parshuram got the Shiva temple established in 

the then Khandvi forest.  Due to the establishment of the Shiva temple and being the major 

 
5 Written in 17th Century in Prakrit language, Madhvaanal ki Katha was a Romantic narration of an artist named 
Madhvaanal (from Pushpavati) and Kaamkandala, a dancer from Chhattisgarh. 

https://www.jatland.com/home/Puhupavati
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center of the Ballabh sect, it was also named Shivballabhpur.  It is also found in Shiva 

Purana.  Lord Jai and Vijay of Lord Vishnu also came to Shivballabhpur to praise Lord Shiva 

and peace was saved by Shiva.  Due to Lord Vishnu's liberation of these Ganas, this place 

came to be known as Ganmukteshwar.  Later, Apabhramsa became Garhmukteshwar.  Even 

in the Mahabharata period it was a major center of trade by waterways.  Garhmukteshwar 

was also a part of the capital of Hastinapur.  There was also a 15-km secret route from 

DŀǊƘƳǳƪǘŜǎƘǿŀǊ ǘƻ IŀǎǘƛƴŀǇǳǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘΦέ 

 

 

Figure 5. Burning of the Khandava Forest; A sculpture from Banteay Srei temple, Cambodia (Arjuna and 

Krishna are seen on chariots on either side; Indra is atop his elephant Airavata in the sky; numerous 

arrows in mid-air counter the downpour of rain; Different birds and animals are seen scattering; 

Takshaka's wife and Aswasena are seen rising in the sky6). 

 
6 https://jayarama.wordpress.com/2010/06/18/the-burning-of-the-khandava-forest/ 
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Figure 7. A street in Garhmukteshwar 

Figure 6. A stone slab depicting celestial gods, Garh 
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           Figure 8. Map showing ancient cities and towns during Mahabharata period. Image source: World Digital Library 
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History of Garhmukteshwar 

 

Garhmukteshwar is an ancient place that 

is mentioned in the Bhagavata Purana 

and the Mahabharata. There are claims 

that it was a part of ancient Hastinapur, 

the capital of the Pandavas. An ancient 

fort, repaired by the Maratha leader Mir 

Bhawan, became, under the British, the 

headquarters of the tehsil. The name of 

the town is derived from the temple of 

Mukteshwar Mahadeva, dedicated to the 

goddess Ganga who is worshipped here in 

four temples. The town also has a 

mosque, built by Gays-ud-din Balban, that 

bears an inscription in Arabic dating to 

682 Hijri (1283 A.D.) 

 

It was the main center of trade with the 

Ganga water route. In those days, there was trade of timber, bamboo etc., which was 

imported from Doon and Gaharwal. Along with this, jaggery was a big market. The Modha 

industry is also very old. The Modhas made here are being exported to many countries. 

Garhmukteshwar was part of the Ghaziabad District till 2012 when it was attached to the 

newly carved out Hapur district and named as Panchsheel Nagar by the then Uttar Pradesh 

government. Garhmukteshwar was under Delhi administration of Akbar. It is situated 

southeast of Ghaziabad. During 1719, Muhammad Shah was seated on the seat of Delhi. 

According to historian Jadunath Sarkar, Muhammad Shah used to visit Garhmukteshwar to 

attend the Garhmukteshwar Mela.7 

 

 
7 Sarkar, Jadunath, Fall of the Mughal Empire, Kolkata, 1971, pg 4 

Figure 9. Inscription in Arabic 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhagavata_Purana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahabharata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hastinapur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandava
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maratha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ganga_(goddess)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_calendar
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According to Thakur Deshraj8, during the period of Anangpal, Gaharwals were the rulers of 

Garhmukteshwar. One ancestor of Rajpal was a Jat chieftain named Mukta Singh, who 

constructed the Garhmukteshwar fort. When Prithvi Raj Chauhan became the ruler of Delhi, 

he attacked Garhmukteshwar. There was a severe war and the Gaharwals were able to repel 

the army of Prithvi Raj Chauhan but the circumstances of the time forced them to move out 

from there and to migrate to Rajasthan. At Talawdi, when there was war between 

Muhammad Ghori and Prithvi Raj, the Jats attacked the army of Afghans but they did not 

support Prithvi Raj Chauhan either. This was so because he had occupied their ancestral 

state. One Jat warrior, Puran Singh, became General of the Army of Malkhan. Malkhan had 

become popular due to the support of Puran Singh. 

 

Thakur Deshraj writes, "When Gaharwals lost Garhmukteshwar, they came to Rajasthan and 

occupied Ker, Bhatiwar, Chhawsari etc. near Jhunjhunu in 13th century. As per their bards, 

when these people came to this place, Johiya, Mohiya Jats were the rulers of this area. Bhats 

have mentioned them as Tomars. When influence of Islam increased in this area, they had to 

wage wars with them, but they were compelled to leave this place too. As a result, they 

started to scatter in various directions from there. One of their groups moved to Kuloth, 

which was ruled by Chauhans. After a war they occupied Kuloth. Sardar Kurdaram who was 

a descendant of Gaharwals of Kuloth had been tehsildar of Nawalgarh." 

 

It is also said that due to war from inside the fort they were called Gaharwals. Those who 

fought war from ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ.ŀƘǊƻƭŀΩ ƻǊ Ψ.ŀǊƻƭŀΩΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ at the 

ƎŀǘŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨCŀƭǎŀΩ όƭƻŎŀƭ ƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ƎŀǘŜύΦ Lǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƻǘǊŀ ƛǎ ǘƛǘƭŜ-based. 

 

It is also possible that Gaharwals were Panduvansi or Kuntals. Bhats have mentioned them 

as Tomars, and Tomars were also Panduvansi. Garhmukteshwar has also been mentioned in 

the Bhagvat Purana and the Mahabharata. It is said that it was a part of the ancient city of 

Hastinapur (the capital of the Kauravas). There was an ancient fort here, which was repaired 

by a Maratha leader named Mir Bhawan. The name of the place is derived from the great 

 
8 Jat History Thakur Deshraj/Chapter VIII, p. 558 
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temple of Mukteshwar Mahadeva, dedicated to the goddess Ganga who is worshipped here 

in four temples, two situated on a high cliff and two below it. 

 

           Figure 10. Meera ki Reti area on a map 

 

Bridge Halt 

1900, the British built an iron railway bridge at the present Braj Ghat as a halt point and named it as 

'Bridge Halt' but gradually, ΨaphabhranshΩ (appendage) by locals gave it the name of Braj Ghat. 

Figure 11. View of the old iron bridge   
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Clock Tower 

 

The Famous Clock Tower at Braj Ghat, Garhmukteshwar, was built in 2004 by a Functional 

Committee (Sh. Dr. D.P. Singh, Sh. Devi Shankar Sharma and Sh. A.P.S. Raghav) under Ghaziabad 

Development Authority (GDA). This 45-50 ft high clock tower was built under the State Sector 

Scheme of 2002-03. The core objective behind the Clock resembling the one at Haridwar was to 

bring back the lost glory of Garhmukteshwar as an ancient pilgrim site. 

 

Figure 12. INTACH ICH team documenting a resource person with the backdrop of óBridge Haltô 
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Figure 13. Clock Tower at Garh riverside 
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Marathon ka Qila 

 

A historical structure which is believed to be sections of the fort repaired by a Maratha 

general, Mir Bhawan, is still there in Garhmukteshwar.  A locally renovated dome-like 

structure on a plinth coated with cement and paint is all that remains. It is believed that the 

fort Garhmukteshwar was built by the Pandavas and later repaired by Mir Bhawan during the 

Anglo-Maratha war. Later, during British times, it was used as a district administration office. 

It is believed that Garhmukteshwar was the last Chowki and area of influence for the 

Marathas. The Marathas used to extract Chauth or a form of tax during their stay. More in-

depth research on the matter will lead to some interesting findings. 

 

 

Figure 14. Remains of Marathon ka Qila 
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Freedom Movement  

When the country was in the clutches of slavery and the youth of the country were fighting for 

freedom, Hapur was witnessing the spark for freedom among the youth of the area. Be it the Mutiny 

of 1857 or Freedom Struggle up till 1947, Hapur has been always involved. In the ΨDo or DieΩ 

Movement of 1942, local freedom fighters like Mukaddam Ganga Sahay, Mahatab Singh, Ch. Kude 

Singh, Uma Dutt Vaidya, Swami Shrinivaas, Mange Lal Nagar, Ratan Rai Gautam, and Pandit 

Vishambhar Dayal contributed. When the British Tehsildar issued an order to loot the bastion 

market, it created panic.  Frightened by the looting and persecution by the British army, the traders 

reached Chaudhary Prannath's mansion near the Ganga temple and took refuge there. According to 

Pandit Santosh Kaushik, Ganga Mandir, ά²ƘŜƴ /ƘŀǳŘƘŀǊȅ tǊŀƴƴŀǘƘΣ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ landlord, came back to 

the mansion from his visit to Pundarwala in Punjab, the British arrested him to make a deal for his 

release. Mangla, daughter of Prannath, and his elder son, protested against this arrest and a scuffle 

broke out between them and the British. The British overpowered the brave Mangla and her brother 

and purportedly executed them with a cannon. The present building of the Nagar Pallika was once 

PranƴŀǘƘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜƭƛΦ bƻōƻŘȅ ƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΦέ 

 

Mahatma Gandhi visited Hapur in 1935 and urged the countrymen to participate in the freedom 

movement. He was aware of the significant role played by the people of Garhmukteshwar in the 

Figure 15. Gandhi ji at a rally in Hapur. Image source: Dainik Hindustan 
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Mutiny of 1857 as well. The place where Gandhi ji visited is known as Gandhi Colony today. The Non-

cooperation movement started in Hapur from Asoda village, followed by Fafunda village, and the 

spirit continued on to Meerut and Ghaziabad, later on.9 

 

 

  

 
9 Dainik Hindustan https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/hapur/story-gandhi-had-raised-independence-in-

1935-in-hapur-and-garhmukteshwar-in-1946-2777284.html 

Figure 16. Nagar Pallika building, erstewhile Haveli of Chaudhary Prannath and his daughter 
Mangla 

Figure 17. Gandhi ji visited Gandhi Colony in 1935 

https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/hapur/story-gandhi-had-raised-independence-in-1935-in-hapur-and-garhmukteshwar-in-1946-2777284.html
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/hapur/story-gandhi-had-raised-independence-in-1935-in-hapur-and-garhmukteshwar-in-1946-2777284.html
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Identified Intangible Elements 

 

                Figure 18. Rosary beads are a popular item for sale at the ghats of Garhmukteshwar 
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Fair and Festivals 

 

Figure 19. Tents are installed on the Khadar of Garhmukteshwar by the local administration during melas 

 

Being an important pilgrimage centre, a variety of festivals and fairs take place in this city. 

Every year the Garh Ganga Fair, a bathing festival, is organized here on the day of full moon 

in the Hindu month of Kartik. This bathing festival is a symbol of tradition, faith and trust, 

and people from far and near come here to have a dip in the waters of the holy Ganga to 

cleanse their sins and purify themselves.  Another bathing fair is organized in the Hindu 

month of Jyeshta on the occasion of Dussehra. In a way similar to the festival held during 

Kartik, pilgrims flock to the city to take a dip in the Ganga. 
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Figure 20. Horses and donkeys are the highlight of the óGadhon ka Melaô at Khadar of Garhmukteshwar 

 

A unique fair organized in this city is the Gadhon-ka-Mela, a kind of animal market where 

horses and donkeys are traded. This fair is attended by the residents of Hapur district and 

nearby places. Businessmen from all over the country, at times even neighbouring countries 

such as Bangladesh and Pakistan, also take part in this animal fair. The problem in organizing 

these festivals is a lack of funds and support from both private individuals/business 

organisations and the state government.  

 

One attraction during these events is a holy tree known as the Kalpavriksha, renowned as 

ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ǊŜŜ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƙƻƭȅ ǘǊŜŜ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘo fulfil the wishes of visitors and is among the 

rare species of holy flora, said to hold religious, spiritual, environmental and medicinal 

significance. It is one of the sought-after tourist attractions of Garhmukteshwar. 

 

Nahush Koop or Nakka Kuan is another major attraction of the town. It is said to be the 

place where King Nahush performed a yajna, and as it receives water from the river Ganga, 

it is considered to be a highly sacred area. 
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Shab-e-Barat, a major festival celebrated by the Muslim community, begins from the 13th 

or 14th day of Shaban, the eighth month of the Muslim year, and ends on the 15th day. This 

festival occurs fifteen days before the beginning of Ramadan. This festival is believed to be 

ǘƘŜ άbƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ CƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά5ŀȅ ƻŦ !ǘƻƴŜƳŜƴǘέΣ ǿƘŜƴ !ƭƭŀƘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ Řƻǿƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŘŜǎǘƛƴȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǇŀǎǘΦ  Lƴ tŜǊǎƛŀƴΣ Ψ{ƘŀōΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨbƛƎƘǘΩΣ ŀƴŘ Ψ.ŀǊŀǘΩ ƳŜŀƴǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ bƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ 

!ǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘΩΦ Lƴ !ǊŀōƛŎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ [ŀȅƭŀǘǳƭ .ŀǊŀǘΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ Ψ¢ƘŜ bƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ 

9ƳŀƴŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŜŜ {Ƙŀō-e-.ŀǊŀǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨbƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ DƻƻŘ CƻǊǘǳƴŜΩΦ {ƻƳŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŀ 

popular legend that on the night of Shab-e-Barat, the Prophet visits each and every house 

and relieves the pains of those who suffer mental and physical anguish. The night of Shab-E-

Barat also commemorates the entry of Muhammad into the city of Mecca. However, Shia 

Muslims associate this night with the birth of their last Imam, Muhammad al-Mahdi. This 

festival is meant to be celebrated at night; Muslims are expected to perform Nawaafil, recite 

the Quran, Salawat, Kalima Tayyibah, and seek forgiveness; houses and streets are lit up and 

adorned with decorations; sweets like meethi sevaiyyan are distributed, and people are 

encouraged to engage in charitable acts. 

 

Another major festival celebrated in Garhmukteshwar is Gudi Padwa. According to the 

Brahma Purana, Gudi Padwa marks the day on which Brahma created the universe after the 

deluge, and the notion of time began on this day. This festival is also believed to 

commemorate the coronation of Rama on his return to Ayodhya after slaying Ravana. Gudi 

Padwa also commemorates the commencement of the Shalivahana Calendar, named after 

the Emperor Shalivahana who vanquished the invading Hun warriors. Gudi Padwa is one 

among the three-and-a-half auspicious days (muhurtas) in the Indian Lunar Calendarτthe 

special feature being that every moment during these is auspicious, which enables people to 

initiate new ventures on these days. On this particular day, ŀ DǳŘƛΣ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ .ǊŀƘƳŀΩǎ 

flag (Brahmadhwaj), is hoisted outside every house as a symbol of victory and joy. In 

Maharashtra, it is reminiscent of the valiant Marathas returning home from their successful 

expeditions of the war. It is believed to ward off evil and bring good luck and prosperity into 

the homes of people. A unique custom that is part of the celebrations is the ingestion of 

neem leaves. These can either be eaten directly or ground into a paste and used in a special 
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preparation along with jaggery and certain seeds. The significance of this custom is to mark 

the commencement of the festivities. Another important activity people engage in during 

this festival is the making of a rangoli around the Gudi. 

 

 

Figure 21. Devotees taking the holy dip in the Ganga during Kartik Snan 

 

Ganga Jayanti or Ganga Saptami is an important Hindu festival which celebrates the rebirth 

of the River Goddess Ganga. In the myth regarding her descent from the Heavens, it is said 

that as a prank she flooded the ashram of Sage Jahnu, who in a flash of rage drank all the 

waters of the Ganga, trapping her in his body. A tearful King Bhagiratha begged the 

venerable sage to release Ganga so that his ancestors could attain moksha. Moved by 

.ƘŀƎƛǊŀǘƘŀΩǎ ǇƭƛƎƘǘΣ WŀƘƴǳ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ Ŏǳǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ DŀƴƎŀ ǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ from 

there (essentially a rebirth of Ganga, which is why she is referred to in some texts as Jahnvi). 

As Ganga followed Bhagiratha, millions of people bathed in her waters to purify themselves 

and absolve themselves of their sins. The festival falls in the month of Vaisakh, according to 

the Hindu Calendar, and is celebrated in Saptami Tithi. On this day devotees light diyas, 
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offer prayers, and worship the river Goddess, and end the day by taking a holy dip in the 

waters of the Ganga. 

 

Mawlid, Milad-un-Nabi or Barawafat is a sacred Islamic festival which celebrates the birth of 

the Prophet Muhammad in the month of Rabi-al-Awwal, the third month in the Islamic 

Calendar. On this auspicious day, Muslims are expected to engage in night-long prayers, 

decorate homes, buildings, and mosques, participate in religious processions, take part in 

communal meals in mosques and dargahs, and attend large-scale meetings where the 

teachings and virtues of Muhammad are elaborated upon and religious poems (nats) are 

sung. 

 

Deep Daan is an auspicious festival dedicated to Vishnu and takes place during the Hindu 

month of Kartik, usually during the time of the Kartik Poornima. On this occasion, besides 

offering prayers to Vishnu and lighting diyas, many marriages take place as it is considered 

to be a highly sacred time of the year, ensuring that the couple will live a long, blissful life.  

 

 

           Figure 22. A devotee performing Deep Daan at Braj Ghat, Garhmukteshwar 
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It is said that, in this place, from Ekadashi to the Chaturdashi time of the Hindu Calendar, elaborate 

rituals and prayers were held for the liberation of the souls of people who died during the 

Mahabharata war. Later, at the end of Chaturdashi prayers, Deep Daan was done at river Ganga for 

the souls; to pay homage to these souls. Next morning, during Purnamasi, everybody took a holy dip 

in the Ganga and did pooja and conducted important rituals. It is believed that the Mela of Kartik 

Purnima at Garhmukteshwar began after this day.  Every year lakhs of believers come here during 

Karthik Purnima to take a holy dip at river Ganga and do Deep Daan for the liberation of their 

ancestors. During this time, the river Ganga illuminates with the numerous deeps (lamps) floating on 

it and presents a peaceful and serene picture. 

 

Ganga Aarti at Braj Ghat 

 

 

Figure 23. Ganga Aarti at Braj Ghat 

 

The Ganga Aarti at Braj Ghat is believed to be a very old custom but the form in which it is 

conducted now started in 2001. A dedicated committee was formed by Shri Deepak Singhal, and 

Jagadguru Shankaracharya Divyanand ji to look after the management and the Aarti at Braj Ghat. It is 
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one of the main attractions of Garhmukteshwar and attracts thousands of devotees here. During 

summer, the Aarti is performed at 6:45pm while in winter it starts at 5:30pm. 

 

Ganga Jayanti  

!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ƘŀǎǘǊŀǎΣ DŀƴƎŀ Ƨƛ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ [ƻǊŘ {ƘƛǾŀΩǎ ƘŀƛǊ ŦǊƻƳ {ǿŀǊƎlok on the day of 

Vaishakh Shukla Paksha Saptami. Hence, this day is celebrated as Ganga Jayanti and Ganga 

Saptami. The day on which Ganga ji originated is known as Ganga Jayanti.  

In the same way, the day on which Ganga ji reached the earth is known as Ganga Dussehra. 

Ganga ji is worshipped on this day. Bathing in the river Ganga and worshipping Ganga ji is 

believed to relieve a person from all sins and provide fame, happiness, and salvation. Ganga 

Saptami also sees the ceremony of Deep Daanτdonation of deep or lamp. Huge fairs are 

also organized near the banks of the holy river on the day of Ganga Saptami.  

Figure 24. Idol of Ganga being bathed by priests during Ganga Jayanti 
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Reciting Ganga Sahasranam Strotram and Gayatri Mantra is considered to be very 

auspicious on Ganga Saptami. 

Folk elements during Ganga Saptami 

 

Deep Daan: To bring salvation, peace and enlightenment to the deceased soul in the 

afterlife. Deep daan ritual is connected to the history of Ganga Mela. On the banks of river 

Ganga at Garhmukteshwar, every year during the time of Karthik Purnima, a holy Mela is 

held. This is the oldest and the most popular holy fair of Northern India. It is estimated that 

this Mela originated around 5000 years ago. Currently too the Mela is held with the same 

pride and honour; a large number of believers assemble in Garhmukteshwar to take the 

holy dip which is considered of supreme importance. It is said that after the disastrous war 

of the Mahabharata, Shri Krishna, Yudhishter and Arjun felt guilty upon seeing the horror 

and destruction caused by the war. They wondered what they could do for the liberation of 

the souls of the multitudes of people who died in this war.  

 

They decided to go to Khandavi forest in which Lord Parashuram had established Shiv 

Ballabhpur, known as Garhmukteshwar now. On this bank, people worshipped Mukteshwar 

Mahadev, took a holy dip in the river Ganga and immersed in it the remains of their dead 

ancestors in the belief that ǘƘƛǎ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎƻǳƭΦ [ƻǊŘ wŀƳaΩǎ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊ 

King Shivi understood the significance of solitary life, and had made Lord Parashuram 

establish a Shiv Mandir here. At that time, this place was one of the main centres of the 

Ballabh kingdom. This place was thus known as Shiv Ballabhpur, mentioned in the Shiva 

Purana. 

 

It is said that, in this place, from Ekadashi to Chaturdashi in the Hindu Calendar, elaborate 

rituals and prayers were held for the liberation of the souls of people who had died in the 

Mahabharata war. Later, at the end of Chaturdashi, prayers and Deep Daan were done at 

river Ganga to pay homage to these souls. It is believed that the Mela of Karthik Purnima at 

Garhmukteshwar began after this day, visited by lakhs of believers every year. 
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Ganga in different holy books 

In Narada Purana, verse 11, there is a beautiful shlok on the Ganga. The gist of the verse is 

that once the remains of a human are immersed in river Ganga, he or she would never be 

born again. If they are born again, then it would be as Lord Narayan himself. 

 

Similarly, in the Skanda Purana there is a 

beautiful verse on the Ganga. It says that 

any person on planet earth, if they recite the 

name of Ma Ganga, then they will get the 

assuredness of mukti. 

 

In Devi Bhagwat PuranaΣ [ƻǊŘ ±ƛǎƘƴǳΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ 

is said to be the incarnation of Ma Ganga. 

This is believed because Ganga is supposed 

to be emerging from the feet of Lord Vishnu.  

It is said that on the feet of the Lord, there is 

no place for daughters, only space for the 

wife. That is why Ganga is called the wife of 

Vishnu (Vishnupati). It is said that when 

Goddess Ganga descended from heaven in a 

tumultuous flow, she emerged from the 

matted locks of Lord Shankar. 

 

There is also the legend of Jahnu Rishi and 

Ganga. After she emerged from the locks of 

Lord Shankar, she moved in a torrent from 

the Himalaya to earth. In this process, she 

swept away the hut of the sage. The sage became furious and drank up the entire river. King 

Bhagiratha got worried as the salvation of his 60,000 ancestors was in jeopardy now. He 

prayed fervently to the Rishi. The Muni was very pleased with Bhagirath and decided to 

release Ma Ganga. IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ aŀ DŀƴƎŀ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǳǘƘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ 

that it would make Ganga impure as anything coming out of your mouth is impure. So, he 

Figure 25. Idol of Ganga 
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released river Ganga by ripping his thighs apart. Since then, the other name of the Ganga is 

Jahanvi. It is also known as Bhagirathi. In another legend, associated with Agastya Muni, the 

river Ganga was given by Lord Shiva to the Muni in a kamandal, which led to the creation of 

the southern Ganga, the Kaveri. 

Lord Krishna in the Gita said, άamongst brajjo, I am peepal, amongst dhato, I am gold; 

likewise, amongst rivers, I am Ganga and amongst Gods, I am Vishnu.έ In the Garud Purana, 

it is said that after someone dies, if Ganga water is kept in their mouth, they will attain 

Mukti. 

 

 

  
 

 

άDue to the presence of Ma Ganga in Garhmukteshwar, the Tirth has become even more holy 

and important. The Garhmukteshwar Pracheen temple is situated there. When Maharaj 

Parikshit was doing Ashvamedha Yagya for himself, he released a horse. The horse reached 

aŀƘŀǊŀƧ {ŀƴŘƛǇƛƴƛΨǎ ŀǎƘǊŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎƛȄ ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘŜǊǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ DŀǊƘƳǳƪǘŜǎƘǿŀǊΦ wŀƧŀ 

Parikshit came here looking for the horse. He was impressed and inspired by this place and 

decided to rebuild Garhmukteshwar.έ 

 

Acharya Vineet, Bade Hanuman Mandir 
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Ganga Dussehra  

 

                                     Figure 26. The Pracheen Ganga Temple at Garhmukteshwar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                           Figure 27. Ganga Dussehra rituals being performed 
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The Ganga Dussehra in Garhmukteshwar takes place every year in the month of June and 

continues for 10 days. It is a religious festival, and also a fair which has been celebrated as 

ΨGangavataranΩ (the descent of the Ganga) on Earth. The festival is considered to be very 

auspicious and people keep fast on Ganga Dusshera. It falls on the Ekadashi Tithi of Shukla 

Paksh of Jyeshtha Month.  

According to folklore, 'Gangavataran' or the descent of the Ganga happened at this time. 

Goddess Ganga, the eldest daughter of Himavan and Mena, and sister of Parvati, had been 

married in heaven but afterwards was brought down to earth by the great meditation of 

Bhagiratha, grandson of king Sagara of Ayodhya. Ganga came down to earth quite 

unwillingly; through Lord ShivaΩǎ matted locks in order to dilute her tumultuous form. She 

then came down in seven streams. 

Places like Rishikesh, Haridwar, Varanasi, Garhmukteshwar, and Prayag where the river 

Ganga flows, hold unique connotations to this day. Devotees from all over the country 

congregate to these places. Garhmukteshwar is crowded during this festival and pilgrims 

comes here to touch the river water, bathe in it and take the river clay home to worship. A 

dip in the river Ganga is considered to absolve all sins, and to die on its banks is believed to 

be most fortunate. 

 

                           Figure 28.  Lamps floated in the river during Ganga Dussehra 
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Figure 29. Stalls selling puja items and other knick-knacks during the festival season 

  



 41 

Sacred Complexes 

Ganga Mandir 

The ancient Ganga Temple once had around 100 steps leading down to the river. 85 of 

these are still intact. Devotees from all around the country come to the temple to witness the 

Ganga and the marble idol of Brahma.  

 

                                                                         Figure 30. Ganga idol in the temple 

  

Figure 31. 80 plus steps leading to the sacred complex of Ganga, Brahma and Ram Mandirs 
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          Figure 32. The priest at the Pracheen Ram Mandir at Garh, close to the Ganga Mandir 
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Brajghat 

Brajghat is situated on the banks of the river Ganga at a distance of 5 km from the 

Garhmukteshwar town. This place has emerged as a new pilgrimage spot. A large, historic 

fair is held on Kartik Purnima at Brajghat, and in the surrounding area. 

 

Ganga Arti was recently started here, and it is a centre of attraction for many daily pilgrims. 

The special feature of this Ghat is that it has many temple complexes featuring myriad gods 

and goddess of Sanatan Dharma.  The Brajghat is also famous, other than Haridwar, for 

immersion of ashes of the deceased in a belief that a departed soul gets moksh after the 

remains are immersed in the holy water of the Ganga. On special occasions like Poornima 

(Full Moon), the place is crammed full of devotees trying to conduct special rituals, prayers 

and kirtans. Similarly, on Amavasya, people come to conduct Pind Daan for their ancestors. 

The purifying and spiritual qualities of Ganga Jal are considered essential in sacred rituals, in 

the healing of the frail and infirm, and to bless one in everyday life. 

Figure 33. Priests at Braj Ghat after daily Aarti 
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                                                    Figure 34. A plaque at the ghat 

 

 

Shri Aman Pandey, Member of Ganga Sabha, says, άI do Ganga Arti every day at Brajghat. The 

importance of Brajghat is that ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ a bath in the Ganga here, all their desires get 

fulfilled. In Garuda Purana, it has been mentioned that our ancestors have got moksh from here. 

Also, first and foremost, Lord Krishna came here with the five Pandavas to do the last rituals of 

the Kauravas killed during the Mahabharata War. It is believed that immersion of ashes at 

Ganga gets Moksh.  Bhagirathi mentioned shloka on the Ganga: 

άIŀǊƛƻƳ .ƘŀƎƛǊŀǘƘƛ ŎƘŀ ±ƛŘƘƳŀȅƛΣ  

±ƛǎƘƴǳ Ǉŀǘƴƛ ŎƘŀ ŘƘƛƳŀƘƛ ǘŀƴƴƻ DŀƴƎŀ tǊŀŎƘƻŘŀȅŀǘέ 

We chant this mantra every day after Ganga Aarti. It denotes that Ganga is associated with 

Bhagirathi who has great association with Bhagwan Shiva; she is also the wife of Vishnu and 

hence she is considered very special.έ 
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Hanuman Mandir 

 

Figure 35. Hanuman Mandir, Garhmukteshwar 

 

As Acharya Vineet Pandey mentioned, άGanga has the power to remove all the sins from this 

universe. The destruction of sins has always had a strong relationship with Hanuman Ji and 

the Ganga. Both Hanuman Ji and Ganga have great love, and it has also been said that 

Ganga is the mother of Bhishma, and Bhishma is meant to be a part avatar of Hanuman ji. 

One can see in Mahabharata Kala that Hanuman Ji played an important role in the 

Mahabharata. When the battle was happening, Ganga Jal was kept on hand and Hanuman ji 

was himself there so that he could act quickly if someone died in the war. 

 

Ganga means devi, one who is a supreme goddess, who can clean the universe, a moksh 

provider, and a powerful shakti to get rid of all sinsτthis temple lies on the tirtha of goddess 

Ganga. This Bade Hanuman is very old, and the love Hanuman ji has for goddess Ganga is 

very beautifully written in our literature. The love between Hanuman ji and Ganga, which we 

studied in literature, is unprecedented because Ganga is mother of Pitamah Bhishm and 

Bhishma is meant to be an avatar of Hanuman ji. Hanuman ji Maharaj has a great role in the 

Mahabharata; he participated in the whole war. The chariot where Arjun was seated, was 

the same chariot in which Hanuman ji was also seated, and in one of the pots, the divine 

Ganga Jal was kept with the aim to provide Ganga Jal to a deceased who died during the 

war.έ  
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Shri Bhagirathi Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya 

 

Sanskrit is a very ancient and world-famous 

language. It is a Vedic language and used for 

all religious purposes. All the Vedas, 

Puranas, Mahabharata and other texts have 

been written in Sanskrit. This language is 

priceless and has been revered and 

preserved by our sages, priests and 

gurukuls. Not only in India but in other 

countries too, Sanskrit has been given a 

special place and people all around the 

globe are learning this language. The value 

of this language is immense as all religious 

material is originally available in this 

language. 

 

Figure 36. Entrance to the Sanskrit Vidyalaya 

 

However, in the present situation when people are more inclined towards modern 

languages, Sanskrit has lost its value; the number of 

learners and speakers is dwindling. It is more and more 

confined to the Brahmin class. However, with the aim to 

promote, safeguard and provide access to the ancient 

and Vedic knowledge, Gurukuls play a vital role in 

preserving this age-old language. Saving the language is 

not just to save the dialect or bhasha, but to save the 

ancient knowledge which is available through this 

language.  

 

 

Figure 37. A student at the Sanskrit Vidyalaya 
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Figure 38. A Yagya being performed by the students at the Sanskrit Vidyalaya 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 39. Top view of the courtyard of the Sanskrit Vidyalaya 
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Brahma Temple 

 

 

                        Figure 40. Brahma idol in the enclosure next to the Ganga temple 

 

Devotees from all around the country come to the temple to witness the Ganga and the marble idol 

of Brahma. The temple is adjacent to the Ganga Mandir at Garhmukteshwar.  
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Meera Ki Reti shrine 

Garhmukteshwar has a large number of such ancient shrines which are associated with the 

unwavering faith of people of different sects. Meera Ki Reti or Meera Baba's shrine at the 

northern end of the city holds an important place amongst these shrines. Be it rituals of  

Figure 41. Meera ki Reti shrine 

 

 

newly married couples or the Mundan ceremony, Hindus make it a must to visit the shrine, 

especially during the Kartik Purnima fair. Thousands of children are also shaved for Mundan 

during this period. People of every sect come to offer chadar here. Meera Baba's tomb has 

remained a centre of unwavering faith for centuries. Every Thursday, a large number of 

devotees come to pay obeisance at Baba's tomb. As a traditional offering on the tomb, 

devotees prepare a dish made out of jaggery and rice, cooked in a clay pot. Later on, this is 

distributed to the poor and destitute in the form of Prasad. People of all religions are among 

those who offer their payers here. In the month of Kartik, during the large fair on the Garh 
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Ganga, a short distance away, there is also a display of equestrian species, believed one of 

the largest displays in the world.  

Ghiasuddin Balban Mosque 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Figure 42. Entrance to the mosque 

 

 

Figure 43. Inscription in Persian on the mosque 
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In spite of its close proximity to Delhi, the references to this district in the Persian histories are few 

and insignificant. It is worth noting that the sole remaining Persian inscription, belonging to the reign 

of Sultan Ghiyas-ud-din Balban, who reigned from 1265 to 1287, is still to be seen on the walls of the 

mosque at Garhmukteshwar. It simply records the fact that the building was erected by Balban in 

the year 682 Hijri or 1285 A.D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mukteshwar Mahadeva Mandir 

 

 

Figure 45. Inside the Mahadeva temple 

                                                                        Figure 44. Balban    
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The shrine was first said to have been built by King Shibi. King Shibi was in the lineage of 

King Nahusha, six or seven generations down that line. The story of the King and the pigeon 

and the hawk is used to illustrate the compassion and generosity of the king. This story of 

Shibi appears in both the Mahabharata and the Ramayana.  

 

The story of Shibi in brief is as follows: The Gods, wanting to test the compassionate nature 

of King Shibi, took the form of a hawk and a pigeon. The pigeon chased by the hawk fell on 

King Shibiôs lap seeking his protection. The hawk argued that the pigeon was its food. Shibi 

offered to compensate with his own flesh. He offered up himself to be eaten, and the Gods 

showed him their true form and blessed him. Garhmukteshwarôs name came into existence 

after the name of this temple. 

 

 

 
 
Figure 46. A stone/marble slab/plaque at Mukteshwar Mahadeva temple, Garhmukteshwar, with 

inscriptions in three languages (Hindi, Urdu and Sanskrit) about the year of construction of the temple. 
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Nakka Kuan 

 
                   Figure 47. Nakka Kuan in a dilapidated condition 

 

Nakka Kuan, originally known as Nahusha Koop, was, according to the locals, built by King 

Nahusha of the Mahabharata period. The step well is believed to have medicinal or healing 

properties and is adjacent to Mukteshwar (after which Garh Mukteshwar was named) and 

Jharkhandeshwar Mahadev temples. The local folklore about this is that the level of water is 

in sync with the level of the Ganga. Hence, when there is a rise in the river level, the well 

water also rises and when the water in the Ganga depletes, so it does at this well. It is 

currently in a dilapidated condition. 

 

 

Figure 48. Nakka Kuan complex  


