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Introduction

Figure 1. A view of Ganga and Braj Ghat, Garhmukteshwar

Garhmukteshwar is located in thdapurdistrict of Uttar Pradeshglose toDelhi. It is one of

the pilgrimagescentres of India, with a population of more than 30,000 people. It is believed
that this city was once part of Hastinapur, the capital of the Pandavas, and an important
centre of trace according to the Mahabharata and the Bhagavata Purana. It is also believed
that this was the city where King Shivi, an ancestor of Rama frorRaneayanaperformed

his last rites in the fourtistageof his life as an ascetic.

It is said that the namefahis city is derived from the fact that two Ganas of Shiva, Jai and
Vijai, attained salvation (anukti) on the banks of the river Ganga here, which led to the city
being named Ganamukteeshwar, which over time gradually changed into Garhmukteshwar.
The dty has a host of historical sites and places of cultural value, for instancputperted

80 Sati Pillars, which mark the spot where Hindu widows committed sati after the death of



their husbands (although we have yet to locate most of these pillarg.tdln also has a
mosque, built by Ghiyasddin Balban that bears an inscription in Arabic dating back to the
year 1283 (or 682 Hijri according to the Arabic Calendar). An ancient fort was located within
the city, believed to have been constructed by th@nBavas, and later renovated by the
Maratha General Mir Bhawan during the Angliaratha War. Unfortunately, not much
remains of the fort now, and one can only trace some ruins which once were a part of the
structure. One can also visit the Meerabai ki Ratvast stretch of sands in a golden hue
located opposite the Mukteshwar temple. It is said that the legendary Bhakti poet Meerabai

offered her prayers to the Gods here.

The Ganga Mandir (temple) of Garhmukteshwar is one of the oldest heritage sitles in

city, dating back to the 13th century. Another unique thing about this site is that it is one of
the very few temples in India which hosts a statue of the Creator God, BrdWiukdeshwar
Mahadev templesaid to have beemuilt by King Shivi with the Iy of Parashurama, is the

other major temple that is situated in Garhmukteshwar. This temple contains a unique Shiva
Linga and a Peepal tree, underneath which Parashurama himself is said to have conducted a

havan.

One of the crafts the people of this giengage in is the making ohatas (jute mats). On

average, one chatai takes these skilled craftsmen one hour to make. However, in return for
their hard work these craftsmen receive only 20 rupees as payment for one chatai. Their
schedule involves working for at least ten hours, from morning to evening, and by the end
of the day they will have made around 200 rupees, which is barely enough to feed one

person,let alone an entire family.

Another craft that families in this city engage in is the makingnofihes. The mudlas
crafted in this city are of an extremely higluality andcan be seen both in India and
abroad. The craftsmen procure their material by &Hwg to theriverbanksand canals of

the city andhandpicking the reeds and grass that grow there. The amount of time it takes
into crafting this chair depends on its size, for instance, four small emadh be crafted in a

day.



Garhmukteshwar is situat onthe National Highway 9, which connects it ew Delhj
around 90 kilometres awayl heareais considered to be one of the holiesiccording to the
referencesfrom Garud Puranar Narad Purana Situated near the river Ganga, the place is
historical, mythological and culturally enrichdtlis believed to be sacred for immersion of

mortal remains as per Hindu tradition.

Ganga and Garhmukteshwar

Due to the presence of Ma Ganga in Gadkteshwar, the tirtha has become even more
sanctified and significant. There are many ancient temples like Mukteshwar Mahadev,
Brahma and Praden Ganga TempleThe legend goes that ven Maharaj Parikshit was

doing Ashvamedha Yagya from himself,rekeaseda horse. The horse reached Maharaj
{FYRALAYAWE | AKNFXYZI gKAOK A& FNRBdzyR ¢ (Af2YS
came here looking for the horse. He was impressed and inspired bpl#ttis anddecided

to rebuild Garhmukteshwar. Itisf 42 &l AR GKI G G DIFNXYdz] § SaKq

(sevaks) attained Mukti.

Garhmukteshwar ibelievedY 2 NB | yOASY G GKIFy GKS GAYSa 27 {
staunch believer, Shri PushpadaptMaharaj, used to live around 20 kms away from
Garhmukteshwar at Hastinapur. In terms of the temples of Garhmukteshwar, all of them are

very old andsignificant Many holy men and saist have visited these temples. In
Garhmukteshwar there is saintknown asShri Phallari Babaho hasspent all his life on a

boat. A hut in his name idocated at Braj Ghat. Swamy Dayanand ji also had a strong
connection withGarhmukteshwarand he studied at a schobkret the Shri Bhagirathi Ved

Vidyalaya. His last ritagere also conducted here.

Garhmukteshwar isthus,a placeknown for its holy men and saints. Eplacepropagates
the SanatanDharma. Garhmukteshwar waseferred to as Shivallabhpur in the&hiv
Mahapurara. It is further mentioned that other than Kashi Lord Shankar liked
Shivallabpur. Shivallabh is the meeting point of Shiv and Parvathi. That Shivallabhpur is

considered to be the presemtay Garhmukteshwar.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Delhi

Theprominenceand ageof the Ganga and Garhokteshwar is evident in the holexts; its
main mentionbeingin the ShivMahapurara. It isstatedthat if one doesD | y 3 Q& itRI N& K I
is akin to doind K A @ Q a asRuelNskmialrlyy ibne doesShiv darshan, theane is said to

have doneGanga darshan. This is thelief of Garhmukteshwar.

Ganga Teerth Nagari Garhmukteshwar is also mentioned in ancient teidsfor Hindus

one ofthe oldest and largest pilgrimage sgeconsidered as old as Treta Yuga, with Sage
Shivi, ancestor of Mgada Purushottam Lord Rama, having performed Chaturthaby
period of four months July to October)ere. Maharaja Shivi also established Shiva
temple here. At that time Garhmukteshwar was known as the Khandavi The Shivalinga
near Nakka Kua (welljvas alsoknown asJharkhand Mahadevlhe maintenance of the
Shiva temple was undertaken by the Vallabh/Balladggct or community, hence th
reference to the place as Shiv Ballabhgbue to the establishment dhe Shivatemple and

it being a major trading centre and a part othe capital at Hastinapur during the

Mahabharaa period the history of Garlgoes back a long way

The placealsobecamefamouswhen, after manydeliberations at the end of the wait, was
chosenas the sacred spdb perform Pind Daan fothe salvation ofall the warriorskilled
during the Mahabharata. The Kartik Shukla Ashtami fixasl to perform Gau Puja andn
Ekadashi the last rituabf Pind Daanto provide moksh was performed Snce then,
Garmukteshwarhas been prominentor conductingthe last rites and immersions aghes

for the deceased

The riverGangais considered especially sacred here, having been brought down to earth

after the deep penanceof King Bhagirathilt is believed that the water of th&anga
containsmany herbal and medicinal propertigsits flow from theHimalaya This has added

value toits usethrough the agesfor curing many diseases. Aparna Chattopadhyay in her
research papementionshow Aurangzeb hd also reaked the importance of Garegwater

for healthbenefitsandwas known tasuppl the same to his soldiers. { 6 I NQa dzaS 2 F |
chronicled(Dr Ram Nath ifPrivate Lives of the MughalsAsRV Smith writesn an article

not just Hindu rulers, but Mughal emperors like Babur &hdnayun too were convinced of

its purity, finding it next only to the Aabe-Hayat, the water of paradise.
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Geographyand Demographyof Garhmukteshwar

Figure 2. A view of the Braj Ghat at Garhmukteshwar

Garhmukteshwar has a monsoon influenced huraubtropical climate characterized by
very hot summers and cool winters. Summers last from early April to late June and are
extremely hot, with temperaires reaching 43 °C (109 °Flne monsoon arrives in late June
and continues till the middle of Septembdremperatures drop slightly, with plenty of cloud
cover but with higher humidity. Temperatures rise again in October and the town then has a
mild, dry winter season from lat®ctober to the middle of MarchlThe bwest temperature
recordedhere is 0.5°C 82.9 °F)Rainfall is about 80 cm to 100 cm per annum, which is

suitable for growing crops. Most of the rainfall is received during the monsoon.

Garhmukteshwarthas a population of 46,077 of which 24,437 are males and 21,640 are
females, per the 2011 Census of Indiais a Tehsil/Block (CD) in Hapur district of Uttar
Pradesh. According to Census 2011 informattbe subdistrict code of Garhmukteshwar

block is00741. The total area of Garhmukteshwar is 272 km2 including 237.38 kmz2 rural area

11



and 34.13 km2 urban area. There are 64,688 houses in thalistifict. There are about 137

villages in Garhmukteshwar block.

Figure 3. Agriculture is one of the main activities in Garhmukteshwar

12
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Figure 4. Google screenshot showing Hastinapur and Pushpavati with river Ganga and Khandavi Van

Garhmukteshwar among the ancientTirtha places find its reference in several holy

mythological scriptures. It is believed th#te ancestor of Lord RamaJvaharaja Shivi

! The Bhagavata Purana is a revered text in Vaishnavism, a Hindu tradition that reveres Vishnu. The text
presents a form of religion (dharma) that competes with that of the Vedas, wherein Bhakti ultimately leads to self-

knowledge, salvation (moksha) and bliss.
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establishedhis Chaturth Ashram or Vanprasthzere at Garhmukteshwar which was known

as Khandavi Van then.

An interesting story regrding how Ganmuktishwar got its namis mentioned in
Vaishnodevi Khand 49 dfie Skanda PuranaLong agpduring ancient timesMaharishi
Durvasa was doing penance in the cave of Mandarachal mountain. Lord Shankass Gana
who were loitering aroungreached there. The Ganas ridiculed the Tapasyarat Maharishi in
an attempt at mischief. Annoyed by that, Durvasa cursed the Ganas tghbsts. On
hearing the harsh curse, Sh@@anas got upset and fell at the feet aothe Maharishi and
started praying for fagiveness. Pleased withe prayer, Durvasa saidh a { KA @ Q& DI y I
you do penance by going to the 'Shivallabh' area located in the Khandaf@est near
Hastinapur, then by the grace of Lord Ashutosh (Shya) will be free from the shackles of
being ghostg Shiva Ganas, whisad becomeghosts, came to Shiv Vallabh region and did
penance till Karthik Purnima. Pleased witle penance, LordShiva appeared to them on

the day of Kartik Purnima and freédem from the curse of DurvasBishi. Sincéhen, Shiv
Vallabl¥ region gotthe name of 'Ganmuktishwar'. Later, the oblation of '‘Ganmuktishwar'
may havebecome'Garhmukteshwar'. The anciehtstorical temple of Ganmuktishwastill

bears witness to this legend.

The other storyrelateshow the name Shiv Ballabhpoame to be attached to the areday

and Vijaythe two Ganas of Lord Vishndue to the curse of Naragd@ame to Mrityu Loka

and dd penanceto Lord Shivawho freed them from the curseV.K. Mathur in his book,

Aitihasik Sthanavalistates,d DI NKYdz] 6 SaKgI NJ 0! { 2 LIPHTRNOY ¢K¢
the banks of the Ganges which is far and wide famous for the Kartik bathing fair. There is a
detailed description of this country in Skanda Purana. The ancient name of this has been
called Shiv Belbhpur?é

2 Vanaprastha is part of the Vedic ashram system, which starts when a person hands over household
responsibilities to the next generation, takes an advisory role, and gradually withdraws from the world.This stage
typically follows Grihastha (householder), but a man or woman may choose to skip householder stage, and enter
Vanaprastha directly after Brahmacharya (student) stage, as a prelude to San yasa (ascetic) and spiritual
pursuits

3 Shiv Ballabhpur got its name after a Shiva temple was established by the Ballabh community. Reference of it
can be found in Shiv Mahapurana

4 Mathur, V. K. (1969). Aitihasik Sthanavali. Vaigyanik Tatha Takaniki Shabdawali Ayog, Government of India.

14



Theholinessof Garhmukteshwar can be understood by the following lines:

In other words In Kashi (Varanasi) one attains Moksha/Salvation after death, but in

Muktishwar, only by seeing Lord Mukteshwar one gets liberation.

It is believed that during the Mahabharata period Hastinapur was an impoltiaktfor
trading activities vighe Ganga. Twards the north of it was Pushpavakinown as Pooth
today, which was part of Khandavi Van spread in an area of 35 sgAinsautiful garden
which Draupadi used to visilyas believed to be at Pushpavd{handaa forestbelonged to
Lord Indra. Accordingo the mythology,there was a dispute between Kauravas and
Pandavas. Hastinapioeingthe joint capital it was decidedo have a separate capital for
the Pandavasat Indraprastha (present DelhiKrishna and Arjuna burnedhanda®a Van,
with the help of Agnithe fire god, to build the capital fahe PandavasThere wassaid to

be a secret route which connected Pushpavati with Hastinapur

I' | GGDI' | DA wA#y b EB; w
NA @BQU o) A B0 b |
[ bAA O 6/HmBF O B UONN OwO]

~3700U)0, Oy b U palpdd 5

It is possible that Puhupavas the Pushpavati mentioned in the Prakekt MadhavanalKi
Kathawritten by KushallabhAccording to prolific writehistorian Dr. Vighnesh Tyagi, Akhil
Bharatiya Itihas Sankalan Yojana (ABY) | NXYdzl 6 SaKgl NJ Aa |+ G@GSNE |
pilgrimage center for Hindus, situated on the banks of river Ganges. Maharaja Shivi, the
forefather of Lord Rama, spent his life at the Vanaprastha Ashram in Garhmukteshwar,
which is currently under Hapurstiict. Lord Parshuram got the Shiva temple established in

the then Khandvi forest. Due to the establishment of the Shiva temple and being the major

5 Written in 17th Century in Prakrit language, Madhvaanal ki Katha was a Romantic narration of an artist named
Madhvaanal (from Pushpavati) and Kaamkandala, a dancer from Chhattisgarh.

15


https://www.jatland.com/home/Puhupavati

center of the Ballabh sect, it was also named Shivballabhpur. It is also found in Shiva
Purana. Lord Jand Vijay of Lord Vishnu also came to Shigbhpur to praise Lord Shiva

and peace was saved by Shiva. Due to Lord Vishnu's liberation of these Ganas, this place
came to be known as Ganmukteshwar. Later, Apabhramsa became Garhmukteshwar. Even

in the Mahabharata period it was a major center of trade by waterways. Garhmukteshwar

was also a part of the capital of Hastinapur. There was also-knilSecret route from
DFNKYdzZl 6 SaKgl N G2 1 1adAylLW:NE GKS NBYlFAya 27

Figure 5. Burning of the Khandava Forest; A sculpture from Banteay Srei temple, Cambodia (Arjuna and

Krishna are seen on chariots on either side; Indra is atop his elephant Airavata in the sky; numerous
arrows in mid-air counter the downpour of rain; Different birds and animals are seen scattering;

Takshaka's wife and Aswasena are seen rising in the sky®).

6 https://jayarama.wordpress.com/2010/06/18/the-burning-of-the-khandava-forest/
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Figure 6. A stone slab depicting celestial gods, Garh

Figure 7. A street in Garhmukteshwar

17
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Figure 8. Map showing ancient cities and towns during Mahabharata period. Image source: World Digital Library
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History of Garhmukteshwar

Garhmukteshwar is an ancient place that
is mentioned in theBhagavata Purana
and the Mahabharata There are claims
that it was apart of ancientHastinapur
the capital of thePandavas An ancient
fort, repaired by theMaratha leader Mir
Bhawan, became, under the British, the
headquarters of the tehsil. The name of
the town is derived from the temple of
Mukteshwar Mahadeva, dedicated to the
goddessGangawho is worshipped here in
four temples. The town also has a
mosque, built by Gaysd-din Balban, that
bears an inscription in Arabic dating to
682 Hijri (1283 A.D.)

Figure 9. Inscription in Arabic

It was the main ceter of trade with the
Gan@ water route. In those days, there was trade of timber, bamboo etc., which was
imported from Doon andsaharwal Along with this, jaggery was a big market. Medha
industry is also very old. THdodhas made here are being exped to many countries.
Garhmukteshwar was part dhe Ghaziabad District till 2012 when it was attached to the
newly carved out Hapudistrict and named as Panchsheel Nagartbg then Uttar Pradesh
government. Garhmukteshwar was under DeHdministration of Akbar. Its situated
southeast of Ghaziabad. During 172Muhammad Shah was seated on the seat of Delhi.
According to historian Jadunath Sarkar, Muhammad Shah used t@&agimukteshwato

attend the Garhmukteshwar Mel4.

7 Sarkar, Jadunath, Fall of the Mughal Empire, Kolkata, 1971, pg 4
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According © Thakur Deshrgj during the period of AnangpaBaharwas were the rulers of
Garhmukteshwar. One ancestor of Rajpal veadat chieftain named Mukta Singh, who
constructed the Garhmukteshwar fort. When Prithvi Raj Chauhan became the ruler gf Delhi
he attacked Garhmukteshwar. There was a severe watl@@Gaharwas were able to repel

the army of Prithvi Raj Chauhan but the cimatances of the time forced them to move out
from there and to migrate to RajastharAt Talawdi when there was war between
Muhammad Ghori and Prithvi Rélipe Jats attacked the army of Afghans but they did not
support Prithvi Raj Chauhagither. This wasso because he had occupied their ancestral
state. One Jat warrigiPuran Singhbecame General of the Army of Malkhan. Malkhan had

become popular due tthe support of Puran Singh.

Thakur Deshrajprites, "When Gahawalslost Garhmukteshwar, they came to Rajasthan and
occupied Ker, Bhatiwar, Chhawsari.etear Jhunjhunu in 13th century. As per their bards
when these people came to this place, Johiya, Mohiya Jats were the rulers of this area. Bhats
have mentioned them aBomars. When influence of Islam increased inares, they had to

wage wars withthem, but they were compelled to leave this place too. Aesult, they

started to scatter in various directions from there. One of their groups moved to Kuloth,
which wasruled by Chauhans. After a war they occupied Kuloth. Sardar Kurdaram who was

a descendant oGaharwas of Kuloth had been tehsildar of Nawalgéarh.

It is also said that due to war from inside the fort they were calkaharwas. Those who
fought war from2 dzi aA RS (GKS F2NI o6SNB Ol ff SRattHe | KNR f |
I3FGS 6SNB OFffSR WwWClIfalQ of 20 f-bagedYS F2NJ Al 0

It is also possible thaBaharwas were Panduvansi or Kuntals. Bhats have mentioned them
as Tomarsand Tomars were also Panduvansi. Garhmukteshwar has also been mentioned in
the Bhagvat Puranand theMahabharata It is said that it was a part of the ancient city of
Hastinapur (the capital of the Kauravas). There was an ancient fort here, which was repaired

by a Maratha leader named Mir Bhawan. The name of the place is derived from the great

8 Jat History Thakur Deshraj/Chapter VIII, p. 558
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temple of Mukteshwar Mhadeva, dedicated to the goddess Ganga who is worshipped here

in four temples, two situated on a high cliff and tweldw it.

-MelraaPehelgfan‘K! o '
Dargah(@r Meerq‘Kl
Sl I"'

Figure 10. Meera ki Reti area on a map

Bridge Halt
1900, the British built an iron railway bridge #ie present Braj Ghat as a halt point and named it as

'‘Bridge Halt' but graduallydphabhransf{appendaggby localgyave it thenameof Braj Ghat.

Figure 11. View of the old iron bridge
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Clock Tower

The Famous Clock Tower at Braj GHagrhmukteshwar was built in 2004 by a Functional
Committee (Sh. Dr. D.P. Singh, Sh. Devi Shankar Sharma and Sh. A.P.S. Raghav) under Ghaziabad
Development Authority (GDA). Thi&-50 ft high clock tower was built under the State Sector
Scheme of 20083. The core objectiveehind the Clock resembling the one at Haridwar was to

bring back the lost glory of Garhmukteshwaraasancient pilgrim site.

22



Figure 13. Clock Tower at Garh riverside




Marathon ka Qila

A historical structure which is believed to be sections of the fort repaired by a Maratha
general, Mir Bhawan, is still there in Garhmukteshwar. A locally renovated dome-like
structure on a plinth coated with cement and paint is all that remains. It is believed that the
fort Garhmukteshwar was built by the Pandavas and later repaired by Mir Bhawan during the
Anglo-Maratha war. Later, during British times, it was used as a district administration office.
It is believed that Garhmukteshwar was the last Chowki and area of influence for the
Marathas. The Marathas used to extract Chauth or a form of tax during their stay. More in-

depth research on the matter will lead to some interesting findings.

Figure 14. Remains of Marathon ka Qila
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Freedom Movement

Figure 15. Gandhi ji at a rally in Hapur. Image source: Dainik Hindustan

When the country wasn the clutches of slavery and the youth of the country were fighting for
freedom,Hapur was witnessing the spark for freedom among the youth of the area. Be it the Mutiny

of 1857 or Freedon8ruggle up till 1947, Hapur has beeralways involved In the Yo or Di&

Movement of 1942local freedom fighters like Mukaddam Ganga Sahay, M&h8&8iagh, Ch. Kude

Singh, Uma Dutt Vaidya, Swami Shrinivaas, Mange Lal Nagar, Ratan Rai Gadtdandit

Vishambhar Dayal contributed. When the British Tehsildar issued an order to loot the bastion
market, it created panic. Frightened by the looting apersecution by the British army, the traders

reached Chaudhary Prannath's mansion near the Ganga temple and took refuge there. According to
Pandit Santosh Kaushik, Garldandir, d 2 KSy / KI dzR K| NZElantloid cfrgelbdcK® | N& C
the mansion from hisisit to Pundarwala in Punjab, the British arrested him to make a dedligor

release. Mangla, daughter of Prannatind his elder son, protested against this arrest and a scuffle
brokeout between themand theBritish. The British overpowered the braverigka and her brother

and purportedlyexecuted them with a cannon. Theesent buildingf the Nagar Pallika was once

Prany | 1§ KQ&a KI @St A® b202Re& A& g NB 2F GKAA KAAG2NR

Mahatma Gandhi visited Hapur in 1935 and urglee countrymen to participte in the freedom

movement. He was aware of the significant role played by the people of Garhmukteshwar in the
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Mutiny of 1857 as well. The place where Gand¥isjtedis known as Gandhi Colony today. The Non
cooperation movement starteih Hapur from Aeda village, followed by Fafunda villagand the

spirit continuedon to Meerut and Ghaziabad, later én.

Figure 16. Nagar Pallika building, erstewhile Haveli of Chaudhary Prannath and his daughter
Mangla

artapur Rd

9 Gandhi Colony

Google My Maps dapor RS

Figure 17. Gandhi ji visited Gandhi Colony in 1935

9 Dainik Hindustan https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/hapur/story-gandhi-had-raised-independence-in-
1935-in-hapur-and-garhmukteshwar-in-1946-2777284.html
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Figure 18. Rosary beads are a popular item for sale at the ghats of Garhmukteshwar
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Fair and Festivals

Figure 19. Tents are installed on the Khadar of Garhmukteshwar by the local administration during melas

Being an important pilgrimage centre, a variety of festivals and fairs take place in this city.
Every year th&arh Ganga Faia bathing festival, is organizéére on the day of full moon

in the Hindu month of Kartik. This bathing festival is a symbol of tradition, faith and trust
and people fronfar andnear come here to have a dip in the waters of the holy Ganga to
cleanse heir sins and purify themselves. Another bathing fair is organized in the Hindu
month of Jyeshtaon the occasion of Dussehrim away similar to the festivalheld during

Kartik, pilgrims flock to the city to take a dip in the Ganga.
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Figure 20. Horses and donkeys are the highlight of the @Gadhon ka Meladat Khadar of Garhmukteshwar

A unique fair organized in this city is t@adham-ka-Mela, a kind of animal market where
horses and donkeys ateaded. This fair is attended by the residents of Hapur district and
nearby placesBusinessmen from all over the country, at times even neighbouring countries
such as Bangladesh and Pakistan, also take part in this animal fair. The problem in organizing
these Estivals is a lack of funds and support from both private individuals/business

organiations and thestate government.

One attraction during these eventsasholy tree known as th&alpavriksha renowned as
GKS We¢NBS 2F | SI @S ¢ it the viishes of Kigitbrg andi idNd®ngiha & A
rare species of holy flora, said to hold religious, spiritual, environmental and medicinal

significance. It is one of the soug#tter tourist attractions of Garhmukteshwar.
Nahush Koopor Nakka Kuan is atfeer major attraction of the town. It is said to be the

place where King Nahush performed a yajna, asd receives water from the riveGanga,

it is considered to be a highly sacred area.
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Shabe-Barat, a major festival celebrated e Muslim community, begins from the 13th

or 14th day of Shaban, the eighth month of the Muslim year, and ends on the 15th day. This
festival occurs fifteen days before the beginning of Ramadan. This festival is believed to be
GKS dabAIKG 2F C2NBAISYSWHERES | RS0 KISt fal5K T 2NH A
LJad YR oNARGSAE R2py SOSNEB2YySQa RSadAye F2NJ
LI ad o LY tSNBAIFIYY W{KIFI0oQ YSIya WbAIKIQI I\
1 3aA3AYyYSYyiQd LyS 'R AOE KRBEHYWYWSINE [GIKEE | GdzE . |
9YFYOALI GA2Y Qde. i (N&E SINKEF 33 SISK S{ KWhoA A KG 2F D22R
popular legend that on the night of Sha&kBarat, the Prophet visits each and every house

and relieves the painsfehose who suffer mental and physical anguish. The night of-&hab

Barat also commemorates the entry of Muhammad into the city of Mecca. However, Shia
Muslims associate this night with the birth of their last Imam, Muhammaklatidi. This

festival is meanto be celebrated at nightMuslims are expected to perform Nawaafil, recite

the Quran, Salawat, Kalima Tayyibah, and seek forgiveness; houses and streets are lit up and
adorned with decorations; sweets like meetlgvaiyyan are distributed, and peopleear

encouraged to engage in charitable acts.

Another major festival celebrated in GarhmukteshwarGadi Padwa According to the
Brahma PuranaGudi Padwanarks the day on which Brahma created the universe after the
deluge, and the notion of time began on this day. This festival is also believed to
commemorate the coronation of Rama on his return to Ayodhya after slaying Ravana. Gudi
Padwa also commemoratéee commencement of the Shalivahana Calendar, named after
the Emperor Shalivahana who vanquished the invading Hun warriors. Gudi Padwa is one
among the threeand-a-half auspicious days (muhurtas) in the Indian Lunar Caleniter
special feature being thavery momeniduring theses auspicious, which enables people to
initiate new ventures on these days. On tpirticularday,I DdzRA > 06 St ASOSR (2
flag (Brahmadhwaj), is hoisted outside every house as a symbol of victory and joy. In
Maharashtra it is reminiscent of the valiant Marathas returning home from their successful
expeditions of thewar. Itis believed to ward off evil and bring good luck and prosperity into
the homes of people. A unique custom that is part of the celebrations is tpesiion of

neem leaves. These can either be eaten directly or ground into a paste and used in a special
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preparation along with jaggery and certain seeds. The significance of this custom is to mark

the commencement of the festivities. Another important &dt people engage in during

this festival is the making of a rangoli around the Gudi.
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Figure 21. Devotees taking the holy dip in the Ganga during Kartik Snan

Ganga Jayantr Ganga Saptami is an important Hindu festival which celebrates the rebirth

of the River Goddess Ganga. In the myth regarding her descent from the Heavens, it is said

that as a prank she flooded the ashram of Sage Jahnu, who in a flash of rage dthek all

waters of the Ganga, trapping her in his body. A tearful King Bhagiratha begged the

venerable sage to release Ganga so that his ancestors could attain moksha. Moved by
KF3ANY GKFQa L AIKGE WFEKydz YFRS | Ofoin Ay KA

there (essentially a rebirth of Ganga, which is why she is referred to in some texts as Jahnvi).

As Ganga followed Bhagiratha, millions of people bathed in her waters to purify themselves

and absolvehemselves otheir sins. The festival falls in tmeonth of Vaisakh, according to

the Hindu Calendar, and is celebrated in Saptami Tithi. On this day devotees light diyas,
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offer prayers, and worship the river Goddess, and end the day by taking a holy dip in the

waters ofthe Ganga.

Mawlid, Milad-un-Nabior Barawafat is a sacred Islamic festival which celebrates the birth of
the Prophet Muhammad in the month of RadiAwwal, the third month in the Islamic
Calendar. On this auspicious day, Muslims are expected to engage iAamghprayers
decorate homs, buildings, and mosqugeparticipate in religious processiontke part in
communal meals in mosques and dargabed attend largescale meetings where the
teachings and virtues of Muhammad are elaborated upon and religious poems (nats) are

sung.

Deep Daans an auspicious festival dedicated to Vishnu and takes place during the Hindu
month of Kartik, usually during the time of the Kartik Poornima.tids occasion besides
offering prayers to Vishnu and lighting diyas, many marriages take place as it is considered

to be a highly sacred time of the year, ensuring that the couple will live a long, blissful life.

Figure 22. A devotee performing Deep Daan at Braj Ghat, Garhmukteshwar
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It is said that, in this place, from Ekadashttte Chaturdashi time of the Hindu Calendar, elaborate
rituals and prayers were held for the liberation of the souls of people who diethg the
Mahabharaa war. Later, at e end of Chaturdashi prayeideep Danwasdone at river Ganga for

the soulsto pay homage to these souls. Next morning, during Purnamasi, everybody took a holy dip
in the Ganga and did pooja arbnductedimportant rituals. It is believed that th#¥lela of Kartik
Purnima at Garhmukteshwar began after this day. Every year lakhs of believers come here during
Karthik Purnima to take a holy dip at river Ganga and do Deem @a the liberation of their
ancestorsDuring thstime, the river Ganga illunmates with the numerous deeps (lamps) floating on

it and presents gpeaceful anderene picture

Ganga Aarti at Braj Ghat

Figure 23. Ganga Aarti at Braj Ghat

The Ganga Aarti at Braj Ghat is believed toabeery old custom but the form in which it is
conductednow started in 2001. A dedicated committee was formed by Shri Deepak Siragihl,
Jagadguru Shankaracharya Divyanand ji to look after the managemetti@Adrti at Braj Ghat. It is
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one of the main attractions of Garhmukteshwar and attracts thousands of devotees here. During

summer, the Aartiis performed at 6:45pm while in winter #tartsat 5:30pm.

Ganga Jayanti
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Figure 24. Idol of Ganga being bathed by priests during Ganga Jayanti

VaishakhShukla Paksha Saptami. Hence, this day is celebrated as Ganga Jayanti and Ganga

Saptami. The day on which Ganga ji originated is known as Ganga Jayanti.

In the same way, the day on which Ganga ji reached the earth is known as Ganga Dussehra.
Ganga ji isvorshipped on this dayBathingin the river Ganga and worshipping Gangéaiji
believed torelieve a person from all sins and provide fame, happiness, and salvation. Ganga
Saptami also sees the ceremonyDefep Daant donation ofdeepor lamp. Huge fairs are

also organized near the banks of the holy river on the day of Ganga Saptami.
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RecitingGanga Sahasranam Strotrasmmd Gayatri Mantra is considered to be very

auspicious on Ganga Saptami.

Folk elements during Ganga Saptami

Deep Daan To bring salvation, peace and enlightenmentto the deceased souin the
afterlife. Deepdaanritual is connected to the history of Ganga Me@n the banks of river
Ganga at Garhmukteshwar, every year during the time of Karthik Purnima, a holy Mela is
held. This is the oldest and the most popular holy fair of Northern India. It is estimated that
this Mela originated around 5000 years agurrently toothe Melais held with the same

pride and honoura large number of believers assemiie Garhmukteshwar toake the

holy dipwhich is consideredf supreme importance. It is said that after the disastrous war

of the Mahabharat, Shri Krishna, Yudhishter and Arjun felt guilpon seeing the horror

and destruction causedy the war. They wonderd what they coulddo for the liberation of

the souls of the multitudsof people who died in this war.

They decided to go to Kharavi forest in which Lord Pargram had established Shiv
Balldbhpur, known as Garhmukteshwar now. On this bank, people worshipped Mukteshwar
Mahadev, took a holy dim the river Ganga and immersed it the remains of their dead
ancestorsin the belief thati KA & f SFRa G2 GKS f Ao0&N y06adiR |
King Shiviunderstood the significance of solitary lifand hadmade Lord Pardsiram

establish a Shiv Mandir herét that time, this place was one of the main centrestioé
Ballabhkingdom. This placewas thusknown as Shiv Ballabhpumentioned in theShiva

Purana

It is said that, in this place, from Ekadashi to Chaturdestiie Hindu Calendar, elaborate
rituals and prayers were held for the liberation of the souls of people twmbdied in the
Mahabharat war. Later, at the end of Chaturdasprayers andDeep Daanwere done at

river Ganga to pay homage to these souls. It is believed that the Mela of Karthik Purnima at

Garhmukteshwar began after this daysited bylakhs of believersvery year.
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Ganga in different holy books
In Narada Puranaverse 11, there is a beautiful shlok e Ganga. The gist of the verse is
that once the remains of a humaare immersed in riveiGanga,he or she woulchever be

born again. If they are born again, thgrwould beasLord Narayan himself.

Similarly, in theSkanda Purandhere is a

beautiful verse onthe Ganga. It says that
any person on planet earth, if they recite the
name of Ma Ganga, then they will get the

assuredness ahukti.

In Devi Bhagwat Purarla [ 2 NR + A a4 Ky dzQ
is said to be the incarnation of Ma Ganga.

This is believed because Ganga is supposed

to be emerging from the feet of Lord Vishnu.

It is said that on the feet of the Lord, there is

no place for daughters, onlgpacefor the

wife. Thatis why Ganga is called the wife of

Vishnu (Vishnupati)lt is said that when

Goddess Ganga descended from heawvea

tumultuous flow, she emerged from the

matted locks of Lord Shankar.

There is also théegendof JahnuRishiand

Ganga. After she emerged from the locks of

Lord Shankar, she moved a torrent from

Figure 25. Idol of Ganga

the Himalaya toearth. In this process, she

swept away the hut ofhe sage Thesagebecame furious and drank up theatire river. King

Bhagiratta got worried asthe salvationof his 60,000 ancestorsasin jeopardy now. He

prayed fervently to the Rishi The Muni was verpleasedwith Bhagirathand decidedto

release MaGangd.S RARYy QU ¢t yid G2 NBtSFasS al DIFy3al ¥

that it would make Ganga impure as anything coming out of your mouth is impure. So, he
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released river Ganga by ripping his thighs apart. Simee, the other name othe Ganga is
Jahamwi. It is also known aBhagirathi.In another legend, associated with Agastya Muni, the
river Ganga was given by Lord Shiva to the Muni in a kamandal, which led to the creation of
the southern Ganga, the Kaveri.

Lord Krishna in thésita said damongst brajjo, | am peepal, amongst dhato, | am gold
likewise,amonggst rivers, | am Ganga and amongst Gpodam Vishnd.In the GarudPurana

it is said that after someondies if Ganga waters kept in their mouth they will attain

Mukti.

oDue b the presence of Ma Ganga in Garhmukteshwar, the Tirth has become even mo
and important. The Garhmukteshwar Praeh temple is situated there. When Mabhari
Parikshit was doing Ashvamedha Yagga Himself, hereleaseda horse. The horse reachg
al KFNF¥2 {FYRALAYAWE FaKNIYSX gKAOK Aa I NJ
Parikshit came here looking for therse. He was impressed and inspired by this péamk
decided to rebudl Garhmukteshwag

Acharya Vineet, Bade Hanuman Mandir
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GangaDussehra

Figure 26. The Pracheen Ganga Temple at Garhmukteshwar

Figure 27. Ganga Dussehra rituals being performed
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The Ganga Dussehra in Garhmukteshwar takes place every year in the month of June and
continues for 10 days. It israligious festivaland also afair which has been celebrated as
BangawtaranQthe descent of the Ganga) dearth. The festival is considered to bery
auspicious and people keep fast on Ganga Dusslief@ls on the Ekadashi Tithi of Shukla
Paksh oflyeshtha Month.

According to folklore, 'Gangavataran' or the descent of the Ganga happened at this time.
Goddess Ganga, the eldest daughter of Himavan and Mena, and sister of Parvati, had been
married in heaven but afterwardwas brought down to earth bythe great meditation of
Bhagiratha, grandson of king Sagara of Ayodhya. Ganga came down to earth quite
unwillingly, through Lord ShivR enatted locksin orderto dilute her tumultuous form She

then came down in seven streams.

Places like Rishikesh, Haridwar, Varan@sirfrmukteshwar and Prayagwhere the river
Ganga flows, hold unique connotati®mo this day. Devotees from all over the country
congregate to these places. Garhmukteshwar is crowded during this festival anchgilgr
comes here to touch the river water, bathe in it and take the river clay home to worship. A
dip in the river Ganga is considereddbsolveall sins, and to die on its banks is believed to

be most fortunate.

Figure 28. Lamps floated in the river during Ganga Dussehra
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Figure 29. Stalls selling puja items and other knick-knacks during the festival season
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Sacred Complexes

Ganga Mandir

The ancient Ganga Temple once had around 100 steps leading down to the river. 85 of
these are still intact. Devotees from all around the country come to the temple to witness the

Ganga and the marble idol of Brahma.

VS
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Figure 31. 80 plus steps leading to the sacred complex of Ganga, Brahma and Ram Mandirs
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Figure 32. The priest at the Pracheen Ram Mandir at Garh, close to the Ganga Mandir
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Figure 33. Priests at Braj Ghat after daily Aarti

Brajghat

Brajghat is situated on the banks tie river Gangaat a distance of 5 km fronthe
Garhmukteshwatown. This place has emerged as a new pilgrimage splarg®, historic

fair is held on Kartik Purnima atdgghat, and in the surrounding area.

Ganga Artivasrecentlystarted here, and it is a centre of attractiofor many daily pilgrims.
The special feature of this Ghattigat it hasmany temple complexes featuring myriad god
and goddess of Sanatan Dhe Tle Brajghat is also famousther than Haridwar for
immersbn of ashesof the deceased i belief that a dparted soul getsmokshafter the
remains are immersed in the holy water of the GanQa special occasions like Poornima
(Full Moon) the placeis crammed fullof devoteestrying to conductspecial rituals, prayers
and kirtans. Similarly, on Amavasya, pleopome to conduct PinBaan fortheir ancestors.
The purifying and spiritual qualities of Gangaadalconsideredessentiaiin sacred rituals, in

the healing othe frail and infirm, and to blessnein everyday life.
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Shri Aman Pandey, Member of Gangibl® says,d do Ganga Artevery dayat Braghat. The

importance of Brajghat ithat A ¥ & 2 Y S 0 2Rt if the Garlggh&e all their desires gef

fulfilled. In Garuda Purana, it hi®enmentioned that our ancestors have gobksh from here

Also, frst and foremostLord Krishnacamehere withthe fivePandavas to do the last rituals

the Kaumvas killed during the Mahabharata War. It is believed that immersion of ashes
Ganga gets Moksh. Bhagirathi mentioned shlokahe Ganga:

G1 FNA2Y . KF3IANFGKA OKIF ARKY

+AaKydz LI dGyA OKIF RKAYFKA dFyy2 D

We chant this mantra every day after Ganga Aadlttidenotes tlat Ganga is associated wif

Bhagirathiwho has great association with Bhagwan Zhighe isalso thewife of Vishnu anc

hence she is considered very special.

Figure 34. A plaque at the ghat
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Hanuman Mandir

Figure 35. Hanuman Mandir, Garhmukteshwar

AsAcharya Vineet Pandeyentioned dGanga has the power to remove all the sins from this
universe. Thelestruction of sins has always had a strong relationship with Hanuman Ji and
the Ganga. Both Hanuman Ji and Ganga have great love, and it has also been said that
Ganga ighe mother of Bhishma, and Bhishma is meant to be a part avatar of Hanuman ji.
One ca see inMahabharata Kala that Hanuman Ji played an important role in the
Mahabharat. Whenthe battlewas happening, Ganga Jal was kepthamdand Hanuman ji

was himselthere so that he could act quickly if someonediie the war.

Ganga means devgne who is a supreme goddessho can clean the universe,moksh
provider, and a powerful shakti to get rid of all sirthis temple lies on the tina of goddess
Ganga. This Baddanuman is vergld, and the love Hanuman ji has for goddeGanga is

very beautifully written in our literature. The love between Hanuman ji and Ganga, which we
studied in literature, is unprecedented because Ganga is mother of Pitamah Bhishm and
Bhishmas meant to be an avatar of Hanumanhianumanji Maharajhas a great role ithe
Mahabharatg he participated in the whole warThe chariot where Arjun was seateuas

the same chariot in which Hanuman ji was also seatewlin one of the pots, the divine
Ganga Jal was kept with the aim to provide Ganga Jal deceased who died during the

war.£
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Shri Bhagirathi Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya

Figure 36. Entrance to the Sanskrit Vidyalaya

Sanskrit isa very ancient and workdlamous
language. It is a Vedic language and used for
all religious purposes. All the Vedas,
Puranas, Mahabharata and other textsviea
been written in Sanskrit. This language is
priceless and has beenrevered and
preserved by our sages, priests and
gurukuls. Not only in India but in other
countries too, Sanskrit has been given a
special place and people all around the
globe are learninghtis language. The value
of this language isfmmenseas all religious
material is originally available in this

language.

However, in the present situation whepeople are more inclined towardsnodern

Figure 37. A student at the Sanskrit Vidyalaya

language.

languages, Sanskrit has lost its valtlee number of
learnersand speakers is dwindling. Itnsore and more
confined tothe Brahminclass However, with the aim to
promote, safeguard and provedaccess tdhe ancent
and Vedic knowledsy Gurukulsplay a vital role in
presening this ageold language. Saving the language is
not just to save thealialector bhasha but to save the

ancient knowledge whichis available throughthis
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Figure 39. Top view of the courtyard of the Sanskrit Vidyalaya
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Brahma Temple

Figure 40. Brahma idol in the enclosure next to the Ganga temple

Devotees from all around the country come to the temple to witness the &and themarbleidol

of BrahmaThe temple is adjacent tine Ganga Mandiat Garhmukteshwar.
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Meera Ki Reti shrine

Garhmukteshwar has a large number of such ancient shrines which are associated with the
unwavering faith of people of different sects. Meera Ki Reti or Meera Baba's shrine at the

northern end of the city holds an important plaaenongst these shrines. Bé rituals of

Figure 41. Meera ki Reti shrine

newly married coupls or the Mundan ceremonyHindus maket a must tovisit theshrine,
especiallyduring theKartik Purnima fairThousands of children are also sha¥edMundan
during thisperiod. People of every sect come to offehadarhere. Meera Baba's tomb has
remained a cemne of unwavering faith for centurieg€very Thursdaya large number of
devotees come to pay obeisance at Baba's toAwa traditional offering othe tomb,
devotees prepee a dish made out of jaggery and rio®okedin aclaypot. Later on, this is
distributed to the poor and destitute ithe form of PrasadPeople of all religions are among

those who offer their payers here. In the month of Kartik, dutimglargefair on the Garh
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Ganga, a short distan@vay, there isalsoa displayof equestrian speciedelieved one of

the largestdisplays in the world

Ghiasuddin Balban Mosque

Figure 42. Entrance to the mosque

Figure 43. Inscription in Persian on the mosque
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In spite of its close proximity to Delhi, the references to this district in the Persian histories are few
andinsignificant It is worth noting that the sole remaining Persian inscriptimonging to thereign

of Sultan Ghiyasid-din Balban, who reigned from 1265 to 1287, is still to be seen on the walls of the
mosque at Garhmuktdsvar. It simplyrecords the fact that the building was erected by Balban in

the year 682 Hijri or 1285 A.D.

Figure 44. Balban

Mukteshwar Mahadeva Mandir

Figure 45. Inside the Mahadeva temple
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The shrine was first said to have been built by King Shibi. King Shibi was in the lineage of
King Nahusha, six or seven generations down that line. The story of the King and the pigeon
and the hawk is used to illustrate the compassion and generosity of the king. This story of
Shibi appears in both the Mahabharata and the Ramayana.

The story of Shibi in brief is as follows: The Gods, wanting to test the compassionate nature
of King Shibi, took the form of a hawk and a pigeon. The pigeon chased by the hawk fell on
King Shibids | ap seeking his protwagitsfoanShibiThe ha
offered to compensate with his own flesh. He offered up himself to be eaten, and the Gods
showed him their true form and blessed him. Garhmukteshward same came into existence

after the name of this temple.

Figure 46. A stone/marble slab/plaqgue at Mukteshwar Mahadeva temple, Garhmukteshwar, with
inscriptions in three languages (Hindi, Urdu and Sanskrit) about the year of construction of the temple.
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Nakka Kuan

Figure 47. Nakka Kuan in a dilapidated condition

Nakka Kuan, originally known as Nahusha Koop, was, according to the locals, built by King
Nahusha of the Mahabharata period. The step well is believed to have medicinal or healing
properties and is adjacent to Mukteshwar (after which Garh Mukteshwar was named) and
Jharkhandeshwar Mahadev temples. The local folklore about this is that the level of water is
in sync with the level of the Ganga. Hence, when there is a rise in the river level, the well
water also rises and when the water in the Ganga depletes, so it does at this well. It is
currently in a dilapidated condition.

Figure 48. Nakka Kuan complex
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