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1. LOCATION OF THE STUDY AREA-KOLKATA 

Kolkata the "Cultural Capital of India",  "The City of Palaces", and the "City of Joy formerly known 

as Calcutta, is one of India's largest cities. The city is housed on the east bank of the Bhagirathi-

Hugli (Hooghly) River, which was once the main channel of the Ganges (Ganga) River, about 96 

miles (154 km) upstream from the head of the Bay of Bengal with latitude 220ооΩптέ b ϧ 

longitude 880ноΩопέ9Φ [ƛƪŜ ŀƭƭ ǊƛǇŀǊƛŀƴ ǘƻǿƴǎ ƛƴ [ƻǿŜǊ DŀƴƎŜǘƛŎ 5ŜƭǘŀΣ ƛǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǳǇƻƴ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ ǎƛƭǘΣ 

which however, has a history of its own. 
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2. KOLKATA THROUGH AGES - A GLIMPSE 

Barahamihira, the Hindu astronomer indicated the Lower Gangetic plain as Samatata, a term 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ άƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŘŀƭ ǎǿŀƳǇ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǊŜǎƘƻǊŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ 

Houen Tsang came to India through Bengal he found it to be divided 5 kingdoms ς Pundra in the 

north, Kamrupa on the north east, Samatata on the east, Tamralipi on south west and Karna 

Subarna was on the west. The Hindu legend regarding the formation of land and water in the 

neighbourhood of Kolkata is described in a 16th century text called Digbijayaprakasha by 

Kavirama. 

ά5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴΣ YǳǊƳŀ όǘƘŜ ǘƻǊǘƻƛǎŜύ ǘƻƻ ƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŘŀǊŀ 

Mountain on his back and Ananta (the infinite) , gasped out a deep breath in order to stupefy the 

5ŀƛǘȅŀǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ άYƛƭƪŀƭŀέ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ΣŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǘǊŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ 

ŎƻǾŜǊŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ōǊŜŀŘǘƘΦέ ¢ƘŜ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ Yƛƭƪƛƭŀ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ нм ƧƻƧƻƴŀǎ όмсл ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳƛƭŜǎύ 

in extent with the Saraswati on the west and Jamuna on the east and containing the towns and 

villages of Hooghly, Basberia, Khardah, Sialdah, Govindapur etc. 

This legend is probably descriptive of a shifting of the centre of gravity of the earth and re 

adjustment of land and water as a result of an earthquake, during which a hill subsided, gaseous 

matter escaped from the bowels of the earth, and the sea was violently agitated. The reference 

to the Daityas (Non Aryans) and their stupefaction has apparent application to the period of 

Aryan colonisation of the area after the earthquake. 

However, legend and tradition always indicate things but for further practical findings a series of 

bore-operations was conducted under the superintendence of a Committee of naturalists. Of 

these operations the sinking of the Kolkata bore-hole in Fort William to a depth of 460 feet 

below the mean sea-level was the most important. 

The most interesting facts discovered by these great experiments were- 

1. The complete absence of marine deposits throughout the depth of the bore hole. 

2. The existence of a peat-bed at 30-35 ft, and again at 382 to 395 feet, below the surface. 

3. The existence, in considerable quantities, of fine sand and pebbles like those of the sea 

shore at 170 to 180 ft and 320-325ft, and again at 400 to 480 ft below the surface.The 

greater part of these pebbles was derived from gneissic rocks. 

Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘǳǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ƻǿŜǊ .ŜƴƎŀƭ ƛƴ .ŀǊŀƘŀƳƛƘƛǊŀΩǎ .ǊƛƘŀǘǎŀƳƘƛǘŀ ŀǎ 

ά{ŀƳŀǘŀǘŀέ ƻǊ ǘƛŘŀƭ ǎǿŀƳǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭǳǾƛŀƭ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ 

a habitable kingdom about the 7th century after Christ ,are in perfect accord with the trend of 

modern physical researches, while there is nothing in the social history of  Bengal which 

commences with king Adisur between the seventh and the ninth century after Christ that 

appears to militate against the inference. 
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There are therefore good reasons to think- 

a) That in remote antiquity, gneissic hills stood out from the sea where Kolkata now is. 

b) That at a later date ς probably during the tertiary period ςthese hills were depressed and 

a tidal swamp extended up to the foot of the Rajmahal hills. 

c) That the Lower Gangetic plains below the Rajmahal hills began to be elevated by fluvial 

deposits about four to five thousand years ago. 

d) That the extension of the delta was from north and west to south and east. 

e) That near Kolkata, an elevation of the area has alternately been followed by a 

subsidence. 

f) That in historical times the extreme south eastern portion including Khulna, Jessore, the 

Sundarbans and Kolkata was not fully formed in the 17th century of Christian era, when 

East Bengal was sufficiently inhabited to form nucleus of a kingdom. 
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Kolkata or Calcutta (old name) hides mysteries even in its name. It may have been desperation as 

much as folk humour that invented fanciful derivations like kal kata (cut yesterday) ς a grass 

ŎǳǘǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǊŜǇƭȅ ǘƻ ŀ ƳƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘƳŀƴΦ aƻǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘƭȅ 

fanciful is the adaptation of Golgatha, the Biblical land of skulls from the high mortality rate 

amongst the colonists. The name may derive from Kilkila ς an ancient province 21 yojans (160 

square miles) in extent, with Saraswati on the West and the Jamuna on the East and containing 

the towns and villages of Hooghly, Basberia, Bhatpara, Khardah, Sialdaha, Govindapur, etc ς (A. K 

Roy, A Short History of Calcutta).  

 

The earliest mention of Kalikata / Kolkata/ 

Calcutta is found in the poem Manasa-

mangal of the Bengali poet Bipradas Piplai 

in the year c.1495 as a village on the bank 

of the Hooghly and in Ain-I-Akbari 

(c.1590), the form Kalkata itself variant of 

ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻƴ wŀƧŀ ¢ƻŘŀǊ aŀƭΩǎ ǊŜƴǘ ς

roll: but there are other variants, and in 

any case name refers to a Mahal (region 

or district), not a village or town. Going 

back to a remote antiquity, the name has 

been derived from Kol-ka-hata ς the 

territory or the settlement of the Kols, 

certain Pre Dravidian tribes. But there is 

no record of Kols ever having inhabited 

lower Bengal, and the very name Kol 

seems to be of late origin. A favoured 

explanation of one time was that the 

place had been marked by a Kata, 

warehouse and kiln, for Kali (Chun) or 

unslaked lime made by burning 

crustacean shells. But others have doubted the extent, antiqueity or indeed existence of such a 

trade here and the explanation is now seldom advanced. It is also suggested that in order to 

compete with cloth exported by the Portuguese from Calicut (hence Calico), the English stamped 

άYŀƭƛƪŀǘέ on their own exports from Bengal, giving rise to the name. Khal, in Bengali as in North 

Indian languages is a canal or ditch, Kata means cut or excavated. This etymology has sometimes 

been advanced with respect to the Maratha Ditch, but what was ŘǳƎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

More convincingly, the Khal has been taken as the Beliaghata canal or creek, which once ran 

west from the Salt lakes through present day Creek row and Lenin Sarani (Dharamtala). It has 

been suggested that Khal Kata is the source of the English form of Calcutta, while the Bengali 

Kalikata has a different origin.  
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The latter is most commonly derived from the name of the Goddess Kali of Kalighat. It would be 

simplistic to derive it directly from Kalighat, as the two names occur side by side in early texts. 

But again many variants have been suggested, such as Kali-Kota (home or abode of Kali) 

Kalighatta (A North Indian distortion of Kalighat), or Kalikshestra (the field or terrain of Kali) 

When the dead body of the Goddess 

Durga or Sati was dismembered by 

Vi;ǎƘƴǳΩǎ ǿŀǊ ς discus (Sudarshan 

Chakra ), the toes of her right foot 

were said to have fallen beside the old 

course of the Bhagirathi or Hugly River 

(the old or  ADI GANGA). The place 

became one of the 51 pithas of the 

Goddess. Kalighat, inseparabl;e from 

the life of Kolkata and some think, 

directly or in directly the source of the 

ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Goddess here is known as Dakhinakali; 

her consort Shiva is Nakuleswar; Vishnu in the form of Krishna, dwells under the appellation of 

Shyam Rai in an adjacent templeΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜƛǘƛŜǎ ƳŀƪŜǎ άYŀƭƛƎƘŀǘέ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 

meeting point for both Shakta and Vaishnav pilgrims, for ascetics and well as householders. No 

one knows from when this deity is worshipped. Brahma himself said to have picked up the 

DƻŘŘŜǎǎΩǎ ǘƻŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀŎŜ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘe temple, the hrad or Kalikunda. 

However the temple was constructed much later by Sabarna family in the year 1809. 
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Before Kolkata , there were atleast 5 other 

capitals or urban centres in Bengal at 

different phases ς Gour , Rajmahal , Dhaka , 

Nadia and Murshidabad ,the seat of last 

It is said that the same Natha saint (Chowranga 

Giri) who founded the ancient Kali Kshetra (the temple 

which pre-dates current Kalighat) in the 15th century, 

found the swayambhu linga of Nakuleshwar Bhairav. For 

a long time his shrine was only a thatched hut, some 

distance to the north-east direction from the Kalighat 

temple. The Kalighat Temple was developed 

magnificently by the Sabarna Roy Choudhury family in 

1809, but her consort had to wait for some more time 

for a temple. In 1854 (Bengali Year 1250 or Ńȧŏʄ 

ŤťŨţ), a Punjabi merchant named Tara Singh, erected 

the present stone temple. 
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Nawabs of Bengal all being located beside River Bhagirathi Hooghly. Kolkata can thus be 

considered as the sixth capital of the province of Bengal. It also served as a capital of the British 

India for more than hundred years (1772-1911). Kolkata grew rapidly in the 19th century to 

become the second city of the British Indian Empire. This was accompanied by the development 

of a culture that fused European philosophies with Indian tradition. From the very inception, the 

city has a close relationship with the River. When the Portuguese began to frequent the river 

ŀōƻǳǘ мролΣ {ņǘƎŀƻƴΣ ƴƻǘ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ IƻƻƎƘƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ {ŀǊŀǎǿŀǘi River, was the great emporium 

of trade. Owing to the shallowness of the upper reaches of the river, however, ships used to 

ŀƴŎƘƻǊ ŀǘ DŀǊŘŜƴ wŜŀŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎƻƻŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ {ņǘƎŀƻƴ ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōƻŀǘǎΤ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ 

thus sprang up at Betor, near Sibpur, on the west bank of the Hooghly, which the Portuguese 

made their head-quarters. In the sixteenth century the Saraswati began to silt up, and Satgaon 

was abandoned. Most of its inhabitants went to the town of Hooghly, but about the middle of 

the century four families of Bysakhs and one of Seths founded the village of Gobindpur on the 

site of the modern Fort William. Shortly after this the Portuguese moved to Hooghly, deserting 

Betor, and the trade of the latter place was gradually transferred to Sutanuti ('cotton mart') in 

the north of modern Calcutta. To the north lay Chitpore and Baranagar, a Dutch colony famous 

for handkerchiefs or rumals. 
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Along Sutanuti connecting Kalighat lies the oldest land 

route of Calcutta i.e Chitpore Road which lies parallel 

to River Bhagirathi Hooghly from North to South. Its 

history takes us back to the days when Mughals ruled. 

This road actually predates the very existence of 

British Calcutta. It was then known as the tƛƭƎǊƛƳΩǎ 

Road since its path took to the holy site of the Kali 

Temple from another oldest temple of Kolkata ς 

Chitteswari or Chitreswari Temple. Adi Chitteswari 

Mandir, Cossipore: It is said that, the famous robber 

of that time- 'Chite Dakat', founded this temple. After 

his death, the idols remain in the midst of the Jungle. 

Manohar Ghoosh constructed this present temple 

and reinstalled the deitiy in 1610 A.D., 80 years 

before Job Charnock landed in Kolkata. The idol of 

Chitteswari Durga is installed in the sanctum. The 

deity built with Neem [Margosa] wood remains the 

same and the idol is one of the oldest exhibits of 

sculpture of Maa Durga. 

Thus when Job Charnock of the English East India Company landed in 

24th August, 1691, after his skirmish with the Mughals at Hooghly 

there were flourishing settlements on the site of the city at a much 

earlier date. Job Charnock was struck by the commercial and tactical 

advantages of the site; but there were to be several false starts and 

inconclusive landings and unconcerted British attempts to settle at 

Hijli, Uluberia and even Chattagram before he had his way. 
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The three villages of Sutanuti, Govindapur and Kalikata along River Bhagirathi Hooghly were part 

of a khas mahal or imperial jagir or an estate belonging to the Mughal Emperor himself and the 

Jagirdari Rights were held by the Sabarna Roy Choudhury family. The British East India Company 

acquired the Zamindari Rights of these three villages from them in 1698 and in 1717, from the 

then Mughal Emperor Farrukhsiyar they took over adjoining 38 villages. Till 1756, the legal status 

of the English in Calcutta was that of Zaminder. But the fortification of Calcutta raised a huge 

drift between the English and the Nawab of Bengal Siraj ς Ud ς Daullah. On 16th June 1756, 

Nawab attacked Calcutta with more than 30,000 combatants and destroyed the Fort William. 

After the siege, writes A.K Roy in his short history of Calcutta, the name Calcutta disappeared 

from history for the time. The Nawab renamed it as Alinagar after his Grandfather Alivardhi 

Khan. The Name Calcutta was restored in January 1758, after British regained control over 

Bengal and eventually whole of India. From 1772 to 1911, Calcutta was the capital of British 

India.18th and 19th century saw the rise of Calcutta as in to become the ά/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŀƭŀŎŜǎέ. Trade 

flourished and people from all over the world came to this city to try out their fortunes. Along 

with Portuguese and Armenians, Jews, Greeks, Scottish, Irish, Parsis and Chinese came through 

River Hooghly. In 1750, Calcutta had a population of 120,000. The centre of company control 

over the whole of Bengal from 1757, Calcutta underwent rapid industrial growth from the 1850s, 

especially in the textile sector, despite the poverty of the surrounding region. Trade with other 

nations also grew. Despite being almost totally destroyed by a cyclone, in which 60,000 died, on 

5 October 1864, Calcutta grew, mostly in an unplanned way, in the next 150 years from 117,000 

to 1,098,000 inhabitants (including suburbs), and now has a metropolitan population of 

approximately 14.6 million. 

Calcutta's intellectual life received a great boost with the advent of Western Education. Calcutta 

saw the establishment of several different Western-style higher education institutions this 

period, including Sanskrit College (1824), Calcutta Medical College (1835), University of 

Calcutta (1857), Surendranath College (1885) and the Indian Association for the Cultivation of 

Science (1887), India's first research institute. The advent of 19th century in Bengal also 

witnessed - The Bengali Renaissance or simply Bengal Renaissance, Banglar NobojaƎƻǊƻἫύ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

was a cultural, social, intellectual and artistic movement in Bengal region in the eastern part of 

the Indian subcontinent during the period of the British Indian Empire. The Intellectual 

awakening paved the way for the early stages of the national movement of independence. 

Exactly a hundred years after the fall of Bengal in the Battle of Plassey, Calcutta saw the 

beginning of what is often called the First Independence Movement of India. In 

1883, Surendranath Banerjee organised a national conference ς the first of its kind in 19th 

century India. This conference heralded the birth of The Indian National Congress. Other 

societies based on nationalist or religious thoughts were started, like the Hindu Mela. 

Revolutionary organisations like the Jugantar and the Anushilan Samiti were formed with the 

goal of using force against the British rulers. The early nationalists were inspired by Swami 

Vivekananda, the foremost disciple of the Hindu mystic Sri Ramakrishna and helped by Sister 

Nivedita, disciple of the former. The rousing cry that awakened India's soul was penned 
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by Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay. Now the national song of the nation, it is an ode to the land 

of Bharat (India) as the Divine Mother, "Vande Mataram" . The British got scared and announced 

for the Partition of Bengal in 1905 which led to the initiation of the Revolutionary activities in 

Bengal. In 1911, Calcutta was stripped out from her Capital status. 20th century Calcutta became 

the seat of National Freedom Struggle Movement. From 1912 to India's Independence in 1947, it 

was the capital of all of Bengal. After Independence, Calcutta remained the capital of the Indian 

state of West Bengal. The intense violence caused during the partition of India led to a shift in 

demographics in Bengal, and especially Kolkata; large numbers of Muslims left for East Pakistan, 

while hundreds of thousands of Hindus arrived to take their place. Kolkata received millions of 

refugees from what became East Pakistan without receiving substantial assistance from the 

central government. Over the 1960s and 1970s, severe power shortages, strife in labour 

relations (including strikes by workers and lockouts by employers) and a militant Marxist-

Maoist movement who sometimes used violence and property destruction as tactics of protest 

τ the Naxalites τ damaged much of the city's infrastructure, leading to economic stagnation. 

Calcutta lost her commercial identity and according to Rajiv Gandhi in 1985 ƛǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ ά5ȅƛƴƎ 

/ƛǘȅέΦ .ǳǘ, Kolkata has never lost her soul. It always remained ǘƘŜ ά/ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ς LƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘǳŀƭέ capital 

of India. It produced six Noble Laureates and the germination ground of innumerable ideas and 

institutions. Throughout this report we will try to document the multi dimensional cultural 

traditions of the city of Calcutta. 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bankim_Chandra_Chattopadhyay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_India#Bharat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vande_Mataram
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partition_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/East_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maoism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maoism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naxalite
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Timeline  

1495 - The name Kalikata was mentioned in the Manasa-mangal of the Bengali poet Bipradas 

Piplai. 

1537 - 4 families of Bysacks and a Setth family settled down near Adi Ganga to trade with 

Portuguese in Betor. They named the place on the name of their family deity ς Govinda Jew as 

άDƻǾƛƴŘŀǇǳǊέΦ 

1556 ς 1605 - ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άYŀƭƛƪŀǘǘŀέ ǿŀǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƴǘ-roll of the Mughal Emperor 

Akbar. According to Ain-e-Akbari, Bengal Subah was divided into 15 Sarkars and again the Sarkars 

are divided into 689 Mahals. Satgaon Sarkar has the name Kalkatta mentioned as the 35th Mahal. 

Together with 36th and 37th Mahal Kalkatta Mahal used to pay Rs 2,34,015/-  as tax.  

1600 - The East India Company is founded 

At first the company is known as 'The Company of Merchants of London trading into the East 

Indies.' It is founded by a Royal Charter, signed by Queen Elizabeth I, on 31 December 1600. Sir 

Thomas Smythe is the Company's first Governor. 

1690 - The Company builds trading centres in Calcutta 

There is a great demand for all kinds of gorgeous Indian textiles in Europe. Indian craftsmen 

produce many beautiful textiles for the Company: cottons, silks, muslins and embroidered quilts. 

While these workers suffer the effects of famine, war and poverty, the Company grows rich on 

the profits of the textile trade. 

1717 - Mughal emperor Farrukh-Siyar granted the East India Company freedom of trade in 

return for a yearly payment of 3,000 rupees; this arrangement gave a great impetus to the 

growth of Calcutta. 

1742 - When the Marathas from the southwest began incursions against the Mughals in the 

ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ƻŦ .ŜƴƎŀƭ ƛƴ мтпнΣ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƻōǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ !ƭi Vardi Khan, the 

nawab (ruler) of Bengal, to dig an entrenchment in the northern and eastern part of the town to 

form a moat on the land side. This came to be known as the Maratha Ditch. Although it was not 

completed to the southern end of the settlement, it marƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅΦ 

In мтрс ǘƘŜ ƴŀǿŀōΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊ, Siraj al-Dawlah, captured the fort and sacked the town. 

1757 - Battle of Plassey 

The British government is concerned about the way the Company is governing its Indian 

territories, and decides to curb its power. Warren Hastings is appointed as the first governor-

general of India. He is charged with mismanagement in 1785. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/impetus
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1772 - Calcutta became the capital of British India. Calcutta did not become the capital of British 

India until 1772, when the first governor-general, Warren Hastings, transferred all important 

offices to the city from Murshidabad, the provincial Mughal capital. 

1813 The monopoly of all trade with India ends 

The Company's sole trade with India is stopped but it continues to trade with China. 

In 1814 the Lottery Committee was constituted to finance public improvement by means of 

lotteries, and between 1814 and 1836 it took some effective measures to improve conditions. 

The municipal corporation was established in 1841. Cyclones in 1864, 1867, and 1870, however, 

devastated the poorer, low-lying areas. 

1833 The end of the East India Company's trading days 

During the East India Company's life about 4,600 ships voyages are made from London. The 

company is finally abolished in 1858 after a rebellion by its Bengali Army. 
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3. CELEBRATED CITIZENS OF KOLKATA 

ñWhat Bengal thinks today, India thinks tomorrowò- Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

Kolkata has been regarded as the cultural capital of India and a hub for intellectuals and artists. 

People from Bengal have achieved remarkable success in every field. Noble laureates, scientists, 

civil service officers, doctors, astronauts, polymaths, journalists, musicians, biologists,  physicists, 

singers,  mathematicians, poets, dramatists, economists, philosophers, dancers, barristers, 

professors, painters, and the list is never ending. The region has been a historical melting pot, 

blending indigenous traditions with cosmopolitan influences from pan-Indian sub-continental 

territories, thereby, upholding the status-quo in every achievable way. The germination started 

in the 19th /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ Yƻƭƪŀǘŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴŜȄŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘΣ .ŜƴƎŀƭΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ 

extraordinarily influenced by westerns. It leads to a new generation of intellects where we have 

witnessed the climax personalities like Tagore. This phase is often compared with the European 

Renaissance which took place in the 16th Century. 

Bengal Renaissance and Beyond 

During the 19th century, Bengal witnessed an intellectual, cultural, social and artistic movement. 

It was an idiosyncratic blend of social reformers, scholars, literary giants, journalists, orator, and 

scientists. All of them coalesced to form the image of a renaissance and earmarked the 

ƳŜǘŀƳƻǊǇƘƻǎƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭέ ǘƻ άƳƻŘŜǊƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ {ǘŀƭǿŀǊts are endless but still to 

name a few associated with the social reforms in Bengal were Raja Rammohan Roy, Ishwar 

Chandra Vidyasagar, Swami Vivekananda, Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay, Rabindranath Tagore 

and the list goes on. Let us go through the work of some of the contributors; a. Male & b. 

Female. 

A. Eminent Contributors (Male) 

1. Rammohan Roy - The maker of modern India, Raj Ram 

Mohan Roy was born on May 22, 1772, at a time when 

society was cursed with the iniquities clad in the fabrics of 

religion. Among countless feats, Raja Ram Mohan Roy's 

greatest achievement was that of setting up of the Brahmo 

Samaj in 1828. It is considered to be one of India's first socio-

religious reform movements. Brahmo Samaj believed in the 

fatherhood of God and brotherhood of mankind. It not only 

discarded meaningless rites and rituals but also forbade idol-

worship. Raja Ram Mohan Roy believed in the oneness of 

God and preached the same. Through Brahmo Samaj, Raja 

Ram Mohan Roy raised his voice against the caste system, polygamy, child marriage, infanticide, 

untouchability, seclusion of women and Purdah system. Brahmo Samaj attacked the age-old 

social taboos and tried to make Indian society more secular than before. The Samaj was lesser of 
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a religion and more of an intellectual approach. Nearly 200 years ago, when evils like -- Sati -- 

plagued the society, Roy played a critical role to bring about a change. He opposed the regressive 

practice that forced a widow to immolate herself on husband's pyre. He advocated the right of 

women to be remarried. 

In 1830, he travelled to the UK as the Mughal Empire's envoy to ensure that Lord William 

Bentinck's law banning the practice of Sati was not overturned. Raja Ram Mohan Roy also 

brought reforms in the field of education. He established The Hindu College, the City College, 

Vedanta College, and English Schools were established in Calcutta through his efforts. He 

contributed a lot for the development of Bengali, Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian, Urdu and English 

language and wrote books in these languages. He supported the introduction of English 

education in India, which he thought was necessary to promote enlightenment and knowledge 

of science in the country. Through the efforts of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Charles Metcalfe 

removed all the restrictions imposed on Press in 1835 and gave freedom and autonomy to the 

newspapers in publication and management. Ram Mohan himself edited the Sambaed Kumauni 

and MiratuI Akbar. 

2. Dwarakanath Thakur - Dwarkanath Tagore (1794ς1846), 

one of the first Indian industrialists and entrepreneurs, was 

the founder of the Jorasanko branch of the Tagore family, 

and is notable for making substantial contributions to the 

Bengal Renaissance. Tagore was a western-educated Bengali 

Brahmin and an acknowledged civic leader of Kolkata who 

played a pioneering role in setting up a string of commercial 

venturesτbanking, insurance and shipping companiesτ in 

partnership with British traders. In 1828, he became the first 

Indian bank director. In 1829, he founded Union Bank in 

Calcutta. He helped found the first Anglo-Indian Managing 

Agency (industrial organizations that ran jute mills, coal 

mines, tea plantations, etc., Carr, Tagore and Company. 

Dwarkanath Tagore was of the firm conviction that at those 

times "the happiness of India is best secured by her connection with England". Dwarkanath was 

no doubt a loyalist, and a sincere one at that, but he was by no means a toady. Servility was as 

far from his character as was lack of generosity from his nature. He was also firm in defending 

the interest and sentiments of his people against European prejudices. With this in view, he 

established on 21 March 1838 an Association for Landholders (later known as the Landholder's 

Society). The association was overtly a self-serving political association, founded on a large and 

liberal basis, to admit landholders of all descriptions, Englishmen, Hindus, Muslims, and 

Christians. What is interesting is that it cut across racial and religious divides being founded 

along with his old rival Raja Radhakanta Deb with whom he had earlier founded the Gaudiya 

Sabha. It was the first political association in India to ventilate in a constitutional manner the 
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grievances of the people or a section of them that were outspoken. From this grew the British 

Indian Association, the precursor to the Indian National Congress. 

3. David Hare - During the British rule in India there were  a vast 

number of English people, who followed their own path, not tried 

before, maintained their conviction of character and strong 

individuality and  persued their goals with passion.  Such people 

sincerly worked for the welfare of the Indian natives with the money 

they saved in India. They never had any partisan attitude when it came 

to serving the humanity with equal justice and fairness. David Hare, a 

Scottish gentleman dedicated his entire life to the cause of education 

for Indians to lift them from ignorance.   

David Hare (1775ς1842) was a Scottish watchmaker and philanthropist 

in Bengal, India (see East India Company and their rule in India). David 

Hare was born in Scotland in 1775. He came to India in 1800 to make a 

fortune as a watch maker. However, while he prospered in his business 

his mind was distracted by the deplorable conditions of the native 

population and unlike most of the other people who returned to their 

native land after gathering a fortune to live a life in peace and prosperity, he decided to stay 

back in the country and devote himself entirely to the cause of its uplift. Hare felt that the need 

of the country was English education. David Hare along with Raja Rammohan Roy were mostly 

instrumental in founding Hindu College which later on became the Presidency College. He even 

gave his own land for the purpose of construction of Hindu School in College Street area. He was 

also instrumental in establishing the School Book Society on 6 May 1817. It took the initiative to 

print and publish text books in both English and Bengali. This society contributed substantially to 

the flowering of the Bengal Renaissance. In 1818, he established Arpooly Pathsala which later on 

renamed as Coolotullah Branch School and finally now known as Hare School. The school is 

declared as the oldest western type school in Asia.  

4. Henry Louis Vivian Derozio and his Young Bengal 

Movement - The Young Bengal was a group of Bengali free 

thinkers emerging from Hindu College, Calcutta. They were 

also known as Derozians, after their firebrand teacher at 

Hindu College, Henry Louis Vivian Derozio. Henry Louis Vivian 

Derozio (18 April 1809 ς 26 December 1831), was an Indian 

poet of Portuguese origin and assistant headmaster of Hindu 

College, Kolkata at the age of 17. He was a radical thinker of 

his time and one of the first Indian educators to disseminate 

Western learning and science among the young men of 

Bengal. Derozio was known during his lifetime as the first 

'national' poet of modern India. 
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5ŜǊƻȊƛƻΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Young Bengal, ridiculed all old social traditions and 

customs, debated the existence of God, defied social and religious convictions and demanded 

freedom of thought and expression and education for women. They cherished the ideals 

of French Revolution and the liberal thinking of England. The very strong radical views of this 

group and their unconventional practices like not showing respect to religious idols alarmed the 

orthodox Hindus of Calcutta. They thought that the teachings of Derozio were the root cause of 

the views held by the young boys and exerted pressure on the authorities of the Hindu College 

to dismiss him. The ̧ ƻǳƴƎ .ŜƴƎŀƭ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ 5ŜǊƻȊƛƻΩǎ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 

sudden death in 1831. Though deprived of leadership, the members of this group continued 

preaching radical views through teaching and journalism. 

Some of the stalwart of Young Bengal Movement were - Krishnamohan Bndyopadhyay, Rashik 

Krishna Mallik, Dakhinaranjan Mukhopadhyay, Ramgopal Ghose, Madhab Chandra Mallik, 

ramtanu lahiri, Maheshchandra Ghose, Sibchandra Deb, Harachandra Ghose, Radhanath Sikder, 

Govindachandra Basak, Amritalal Mitra and others. 

5. Radhanath Sikdar October 1813 ς 17 May 1870 was an 

Indian Bengali mathematician who is best known for 

calculating the height of Mount Everest. When, in 1831, the 

Surveyor General of India George Everest was searching for a 

brilliant young mathematician with particular proficiency in 

spherical trigonometry, the Hindu College maths teacher 

John Tytler recommended his pupil Sikdar, then only 19. 

Sikdar joined the Great Trigonometric Survey in 1831 

December as a "computer" at a salary of thirty rupees per 

month. Soon he was sent to Sironj near Dehradun where he 

excelled in geodetic surveying. Apart from mastering the usual geodetic processes, he invented 

quite a few of his own. 

6. Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar - Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar (1820-1891) was as one of the pillars 

of Bengal renaissance who managed to continue the social reforms movement that was started 

by Raja Rammohan Roy in the early 1800s. Vidyasagar was a well-known writer, intellectual and 

above all a staunch supporter of humanity. He had an imposing personality and was revered 

even by the British authorities of his time. He brought about a revolution in the Bengali 

education system and refined the way Bengali language was written and taught. His book, 

Ψ.ƻǊƴƻ tƻǊƛŎƘƻȅΩ όLƴǘroduction to the letter), is still used as the introductory text to learn Bengali 

alphabets. The title 'Vidyasagar' (ocean of knowledge) was given to him due to his vast 

knowledge in several subjects. Poet Michael Madhusudan Dutta while writing about Ishwar 

Chandra said: "The genius and wisdom of an ancient sage, the energy of an Englishman and the 

heart of a Bengali mother". He was an ardent advocate of women education. He rightly viewed 

education as the primary way for women to achieve emancipation from all the societal 

oppression they had to face at that time. He exercised his power and lobbied hard for opening of 
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school for girls and even outlined suitable curriculum that not 

only did educate them, but also enabled them to be self-reliant 

through vocations like needlework. He went door to door, 

requesting heads of families to allow their daughters to be 

enrolled in schools. He opened 35 schools for women 

throughout Bengal and was successful in enrolling 1300 

students. He even initiated Nari Siksha Bhandar, a fund to lend 

support for the cause. He maintained his support to John Elliot 

5ǊƛƴƪǿŀǘŜǊ .ŜǘƘǳƴŜ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ 

school in India, the Bethune School, on May 7, 1849. He 

disseminated his ideals through regular articles he wrote for 

periodicals and newspapers. He was associated with 

ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ Ψ¢ŀǘǘǿŀōƻŘƘƛƴƛ 

tŀǘǊƛƪŀΩΣ Ψ{ƻƳǇǊŀƪŀǎƘΩΣ Ψ{ŀǊōŀǎƘǳōƘŀƴƪŀǊƛ tŀǘǊƛƪŀΩ ŀƴŘ ΨIƛƴŘǳ tŀǘǊƛƻǘΩΦ IŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

books that hold primary importance in Bengali cultuǊŜΦ Iƛǎ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ.ƻǊƴƻ 

tƻǊƛŎƘƻȅΩΣ ŀƴ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ōƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ .ŜƴƎŀƭƛ ŀƭǇƘŀōŜǘǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ 

Bengali alphabets and reformed it into typography of 12 vowels and 40 consonants. He 

established the Sanskrit Press with an aim to produce printed books at affordable prices so that 

common people could buy them. Vidyasagar was always vocal about the oppression that the 

society inflicted on women at that time. He was very close to his mother who was a woman of 

great character, who directed him once to do something to alleviate the pain and helplessness of 

Hindu widows, who were forced to live a life of abnegation. They were denied basic pleasures of 

life, marginalised in the society, often exploited unfairly and treated as a burden by their family. 

±ƛŘȅŀǎŀƎŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ Ƙƛǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ 

improve the quality of life for these helpless women. He faced raging opposition from orthodox 

society which termed the concept as something heretic. He challenged the Brahminical 

authorities and proved that widow remarriage is sanctioned by Vedic scriptures. He took his 

arguments to the British Authorities and his pleas were heard when the Hindu Widows' 

Remarriage Act, 1856 or Act XV, 1856, was decreed on July 26, 1856. He did not just stop there. 

He initiated several matches for child or adolescent widows within respectable families and even 

married his son Narayan Chandra to an adolescent widow in 1870 to set an example. 

7. Michael Madhusudan Dutta- (25 January 1824 ς 29 June 1873) was a popular 19th-century 

Bengali poet and dramatist. He was a pioneer of Bengali drama.His famous work Meghnad Badh 

Kavya, is a tragic epic. It consists of nine cantos and is exceptional in Bengali literature both in 

terms of style and content. He also wrote poems about the sorrows and afflictions of love as 

spoken by women. Dutta is widely considered to be one of the greatest poets in Bengali 

literature and the father of the Bengali sonnet. He pioneered what came to be called 

'Amitrakshar chhanda' (blank verse). Although his first love remained poetry, Dutt showed 

prodigious skill as a playwright. He was the first to write Bengali plays in the English style, 

segregating the play into acts and scenes. He was also the pioneer of the first satirical plays in 
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Bengali ς Buro Shaliker Ghare Rnow (Bengali - ŃŒŖŜŏ ŉŏŐňŖĭŇ İŏŖŜ 

ŸŇŏĞ) and Ekei Ki Bôle Säbhyôta? (Bengali - ĩŖĭģ Őĭ ŃŖň ŋńǝļŏ?)". 

The poem Satan is a good sonnet by Her Here and Michael 

Madhusudan Dutt.It is a piece of his epic poetry. Like Milton 's 

Paradise Lost this poem focuses on Satan's fullest glory. Here 

Satan's beauty is stressed but obviously it is a faded beauty "King 

Poru" is one of the well known poems based on a legendary 

episode from Indian history. The King Poru was caught by the 

military of King Alexander after winning the battle of the 

Hydaspes River. Alexander asked Porus how he wanted ueto be 

treated. To thisthe King Porus answered that he wanted to be 

treated like a King. King Porus A Legend Of Old is based upon the 

true incident from history of India.There are 6 stanzas in this long na rrative poem . The first 

stanza begins with the image of raging storm., The poem ends with the images of volcano and 

earthquake.These images suggest that it is a wide scale tragedy.It brings forth issues that form a 

kind of moral to the tale. The Queen of Delhi's Dream is the a tragic poem by Michael 

Madhusudan Dutt. It has been taken from The Captive Ladie (1849). It tells the story of the 

Rajput King Prithviraj Chauhan. In this poem, the poet presents the story of King's abduction of 

the daughter of the King of Kanauj and his unsuccessful battle with the Muslim invader 

Muhammad Ghori. The poem ends with the death of the King and his Queen. 

8. Dinabandhu Mitra (1830 ς 1 November 1873) was 

a Bengali dramatist. He is notable for his play Nil Darpan (1860). 

Mitra's play Nil Darpan was about the plight 

of indigo farmers. Indigo revolt (1858) in Bengali was the revolt of 

the indigo farmers against the indigo planters. It was one year 

after the Sepoy Revolt, Bengal saw one more important revolt in 

its history. Michael Madhusudan Dutt translated the play into 

English immediately after it was published. and Reverend James 

Long published it. The play got wide publicity in Europe where it 

was translated into other languages. No other Bengali book at that 

time got so wide publicity at such large scale. 

9. Mahendralal Sarkar -   2 November 1833 ς 23 February 1904, 

was a Bengali medical doctor (MD), the second MD graduated 

from the Calcutta Medical College, social reformer, and 

propagator of scientific studies in nineteenth-century India. He 

was the founder of the Indian Association for the Cultivation of 

Science.  
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10. Bankimchandra Chatterjee or Bankimchandra 

Chattopadhyay, (27 June 1838ς8 April 1894) was an 

Indian novelist, poet and journalist. Chattopadhyay is 

widely regarded as a key figure in literary renaissance of 

Bengal as well as the broader Indian subcontinent. Some 

of his writings, including novels, essays, and 

commentaries, were a breakaway from traditional verse-

oriented Indian writings, and provided an inspiration for 

authors across India.He was the composer of Vande 

Mataram, originally in Sanskrit stotra personifying India 

as a mother goddess and inspiring activists during the 

Indian Independence Movement. Chattopadhyay wrote 

thirteen novels and many serious, serio-comic, satirical, 

scientific and critical treatises in Bengali. Some of his path 

breaking work are ς Anandamath ( Political Novel) , Debi 

Choudhurani , Krishnakanter Will, Kamalakanter Doptore, Kapalkundala etc. His works were 

widely translated into other regional languages of India as well as in English. Critics, like 

Pramathnath Bishi, consider Chattopadhyay as the best novelist in Bangla literature. Their belief 

is that few writers in world literature have excelled in both philosophy and art as Bankim has 

done. They have felt that in a colonised nation Bankim could not overlook politics. He was one of 

the first intellectuals who wrote in a British colony, accepting and rejecting the status at the 

same time. Bishi also rejects the division of Bankim in 'Bankim the artist' and 'Bankim the 

moralist' ς for Bankim must be read as a whole. 

11. Shri Shri Ramkrishna Paramhansa - Sri Ramakrishna 

Paramahansa  18 February 1836 ς 16 August 1886, born as 

"Gadadhar" Chattopadhyay was an Indian Hindu mystic, 

philosopher, saint and considered as an avatar by many in 19th 

century Bengal. Shri Shri Ramakrishna experienced spiritual 

ecstasies from a young age, and was influenced by several 

religious traditions, including devotion toward the 

Goddess Kali, Tantra (shakta), Vaishnava (bhakti), and Advaita 

Vedanta. As a priest at the Dakshineshwar Kali Temple, his 

mystical temperament and ecstasies gradually gained him 

widespread acknowledgement, attracting to him various 

spiritual teachers, social leaders, lay followers and eventually 

disciples. Reverence and admiration for him among Bengali 

elites led to his chief disciple Swami Vivekananda founding the Ramakrishna Math, which 

provides spiritual training for monastics and householder devotees and the Ramakrishna 

Mission to provide charity, social work and education. With his unquenchable thirst for God, Sri 
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Ramakrishna broke the frontiers of Hinduism, glided through the paths of Islam and Christianity, 

and attained the highest realization through each of them in a short span of time. He looked 

upon Jesus and Buddha as incarnations of God, and venerated the ten Sikh Gurus. He expressed 

the quintessence of his twelve-year-long spiritual realizations in a simple dictum: Yato mat, tato 

ǇŀǘƘ ά!ǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘǎΣ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǘƘǎΦέ IŜ ƴƻǿ Ƙŀōƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƭǘŜŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 

consciousness in which he saw God in all beings. Sri Ramakrishna did not write any book, nor did 

he deliver public lectures. Instead, he chose to speak in a simple language using parables and 

metaphors by way of illustration, drawn from the observation of nature and ordinary things of 

daily use. His conversations were charming and attracted the cultural elite of Bengal. These 

conversations were noted down by his disciple Mahendranath Gupta who published them in the 

form of a book, Sri Sri Ramakrishna Kathamrita in Bengali. Its English rendering, The Gospel of Sri 

Ramakrishna, was released in 1942; it continues to be popular to this day on account of its 

universal appeal and relevance. 

12. Keshub Chandra Sen - 19 November 1838 ς 8 January 1884 

was a philosopher and social reformer in the Bengal Presidency 

of British India. Born a Hindu, he became a member of the 

Brahmo Samaj in 185 but established his own breakaway 

"Bharatvarshiya Brahmo Samaj" in 1866 while the Brahmo 

Samaj remained under the leadership of Debendranath Tagore 

(who headed the Brahmo Samaj till his death in 1905). In 1878 

his followers abandoned him after the underage child marriage 

of his daughter which exposed his campaign against child 

marriage as hollow.Later in his life he came under the influence 

of Ramakrishna and founded a syncretic "New Dispensation" 

inspired by Christianity, and Vaishnav bhakti, and Hindu 

practices. 

13. Girish Chandra Ghosh (28 Feb 1844 ς 8 Feb 1912) was a 

Bengali musician, poet, hair designer, playwright, novelist, 

theatre director and actor. He was largely responsible for the 

golden age of Bengali theatre. He can be referred to as the 

Father of Bengali Theatre. He was a versatile genius, a scholar 

without having any formal educational background, an actor of 

repute and a mentor who brought up many actors and 

actresses, including Binodini Dasi.He cofounded the Great 

National Theatre, the first Bengali professional theatre company 

in 1872, wrote nearly 40 plays and acted and directed many 

more, and later in life became a noted disciple of Sri 

Ramakrishna. 
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14. Sir Surendranath Banerjee (10 November 1848 ς 6 August 1925) was one of the earliest 

Indian political leaders during the British Raj. He founded the Indian National Association, 

through which he led two sessions of the Indian National 

Conference in 1883 and 1885, along with Anandamohan Bose. 

Banerjee later became a senior leader of the Indian National 

Congress. Surendranath welcomed MontaguςChelmsford 

Reforms, unlike Congress, and with many liberal leaders he left 

Congress and founded a new organisation named Indian National 

Liberation Federation in 1919. He was one of the founding 

members of the Indian National Congress. 

 

15. Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose - (30 November 1858 ς 23 November 1937, was a polymath, 

physicist, biologist, biophysicist, botanist and archaeologist, and an early writer of science fiction 

in British India. He pioneered the investigation of radio and microwave optics, made significant 

contributions to plant science, and laid the foundations of experimental science in the Indian 

subcontinent. IEEE named him one of the fathers of radio science. Bose is considered the father 

of Bengali science fiction, and also invented the crescograph, a device for measuring the growth 

of plants. A crater on the moon has been named in his honour. Born in Mymensingh, Bengal 

Presidency, during British governance of India, Bose graduated from St. Xavier's College, 

Calcutta. He went to the University of London, England to 

study medicine, but could not pursue studies in medicine 

because of health problems. Instead, he conducted his 

research with the Nobel Laureate Lord Rayleigh at Cambridge 

and returned to India. He joined the Presidency College of the 

University of Calcutta as a professor of physics. There, despite 

racial discrimination and a lack of funding and equipment, 

Bose carried on his scientific research. He made remarkable 

progress in his research of remote wireless signalling and was 

the first to use semiconductor junctions to detect radio 

signals. However, instead of trying to gain commercial benefit 

from this invention, Bose made his inventions public in order 

to allow others to further develop his research. 

Bose subsequently made a number of pioneering discoveries in plant physiology. He used his 

own invention, the crescograph, to measure plant response to various stimuli, and thereby 

scientifically proved parallelism between animal and plant tissues. Although Bose filed for a 

patent for one of his inventions because of peer pressure, his objection to any form of patenting 

was well known. To facilitate his research, he constructed automatic recorders capable of 

registering extremely slight movements; these instruments produced some striking results, such 

as quivering of injured plants, which Bose interpreted as a power of feeling in plants. His books 
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include Response in the Living and Non-Living (1902) and The Nervous Mechanism of Plants 

(1926). In 2004, Bose was ranked number 7 in BBC's poll of the Greatest Bengali of all time. 

16. Noble Laureate - Rabindranath Thakur- Rabindranath Tagore, Bengali RabindranaǘƘ ẀƘakur, 

(born May 7, 1861, Calcutta [now Kolkata], Indiaτdied August 7, 1941, Calcutta), Bengali poet, 

short-story writer, song composer, playwright, essayist, and painter who introduced new prose 

and verse forms and the use of colloquial language into Bengali literature, thereby freeing it 

from traditional models based on classical Sanskrit. He was highly influential in introducing 

Indian culture to the West and vice versa, and he is generally regarded as the outstanding 

creative artist of early 20th-century India. In 1913 he became the first non-European to receive 

the Nobel Prize for Literature. The son of the religious reformer Debendranath Tagore, he early 

began to write verses, and, after incomplete studies in England in the late 1870s, he returned to 

India. There he published several books of poetry in the 1880s and completed Manasi (1890), a 

collection that marks the maturing of his genius. It contains some of his best-known poems, 

including many in verse forms new to Bengali, as well as some social and political satire that was 

critical of his fellow Bengalis. 

In 1891 Tagore went to East Bengal (now in Bangladesh) to 

ƳŀƴŀƎŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǘ {ƘƛƭŀƛŘŀƘ ŀƴŘ {ƘŀȊŀŘǇǳǊ ŦƻǊ 

10 years. There he often stayed in a houseboat on the 

Padma River (the main channel of the Ganges River), in close 

contact with village folk, and his sympathy for them became 

the keynote of much of his later writing. Most of his finest 

ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ άƘǳƳōƭŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ 

ƳƛǎŜǊƛŜǎΣέ ŘŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ муфлǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƻƛƎƴŀƴŎȅΣ ƭŀŎŜŘ 

with gentle irony, that is unique to him (though admirably 

captured by the director Satyajit Ray in later film 

adaptations). Tagore came to love the Bengali countryside, 

most of all the Padma River, an often-repeated image in his 

verse. During these years he published several poetry collections, notably Sonar Tari (1894; The 

DƻƭŘŜƴ .ƻŀǘύΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅǎΣ ƴƻǘŀōƭȅ /ƘƛǘǊŀƴƎŀŘŀ όмуфнΤ /ƘƛǘǊŀύΦ ¢ŀƎƻǊŜΩǎ ǇƻŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ 

untranslatable, as are his more than 2,000 songs, which achieved considerable popularity among 

all classes of Bengali society. Encyclopaedia Britannica.  

Although Tagore wrote successfully in 

all literary genres, he was first of all a 

poet. Among his fifty and odd volumes 

of poetry are Manasi (1890) [The Ideal 

One], Sonar Tari (1894) [The Golden 

Boat], Gitanjali (1910) [Song 

Offerings], Gitimalya (1914) [Wreath of 
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Songs], and Balaka  (1916) [The Flight of Cranes]. The English renderings of his poetry, which 

include The Gardener  (1913), Fruit-Gathering (1916), and  The Fugitive (1921), do not generally 

correspond to particular volumes in the original Bengali; and in spite of its title, Gitanjali: Song 

Offerings (1912), the most acclaimed of them, contains poems from other works besides its 

ƴŀƳŜǎŀƪŜΦ ¢ŀƎƻǊŜΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ Raja (1910) [The King of the Dark Chamber], Dakghar (1912) 

[The Post Office], Achalayatan (1912) [The Immovable], Muktadhara (1922) [The Waterfall], and 

Raktakaravi (1926) [Red Oleanders]. He is the author of several volumes of short stories and a 

number of novels, among them Gora (1910), Ghare-Baire (1916) [The Home and the World], 

and Yogayog (1929) [Crosscurrents]. Besides these, he wrote musical dramas, dance dramas, 

essays of all types, travel diaries, and two autobiographies, one in his middle years and the other 

shortly before his death in 1941. Tagore also left numerous drawings and paintings, and songs 

for which he wrote the music himself.-Noble Prize Organization. 

17. Acharjya Prafulla Chandra Roy- (2 August 1861 ς 16 June 1944) was a Bengali chemist, 

educationist, historian, industrialist and philanthropist. A leading Bengali nationalist, he 

established the first Indian research school in chemistry and is regarded as the father of chemical 

science in India. The Royal Society of Chemistry honoured his life and work with the first ever 

Chemical Landmark Plaque outside Europe. He was the founder of Bengal Chemicals & 

Pharmaceuticals, India's first pharmaceutical company. He is the author of A History of Hindu 

Chemistry from the earliest times to the middle of 16th century (1902) He remained a bachelor 

throughout his life who took active participation in politics. He was closely associated with 

Sadharan Brahmo Samaj and occupied various administrative posts during his lifetime and finally 

elected as the President and Trustee of Sadharan Brahmo Samaj. His autobiography ά[ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 

9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ .ŜƴƎŀƭƛ /ƘŜƳƛǎǘέΣ published in two volumes in 1932 and 1935 documents his 

own motivations as a scientist and the sweeping changes 

India was experiencing during his lifetime. Prafulla Ray 

wanted to use the marvels of science for lifting up the 

masses. He was a very passionate and devoted social 

worker and he participated eagerly and actively in helping 

famine and flood struck people in Bengal during the early 

1920s. He promoted the khadi material and also 

established many other industries such as the Bengal 

Enamel Works, National Tannery Works and the Calcutta 

Pottery Works. He was a true rationalist and he was 

completely again the caste system and other irrational 

social systems. He persistently carried on this work of 

social reformation till he passed away. 

Prafulla Ray retired becoming professor emeritus in 1936 aged 75. He died on 16 June 1944, 

aged 82. 
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18. Allauddin Khan, also known as Baba Allauddin 

Khan (8 October 1862 ς 6 September 1972) was a 

Bengali Indian sarod player and multi-

instrumentalist, composer and one of the most 

notable music teachers of the 20th century in Indian 

classical music. Khan became court musician for the 

Maharaja of Maihar. Here he laid the foundation of 

a modern Maihar gharana by developing a number 

of ragas, combining the bass sitar and bass sarod 

with more traditional instruments and setting up an 

orchestra. In 1935, he toured Europe, along with 

Uday Shankar's ballet troupe, and later also worked 

at his institute, Uday Shankar India Culture Centre at Almora for a while. In 1955, Khan 

established a college of music in Maihar. Some of his recordings are made at the All India Radio 

in 1959ς60. Khan was awarded the Padma Bhushan in 1958 and the Padma Vibhushan in 1971, 

India's third and second highest civilian honours, and prior to that in 1954, the Sangeet Natak 

Akademi awarded him with its highest honour, the Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship for 

lifetime contribution to Indian music. 

19. Swami Vivekananda and Ramkrishna 

Mission - Swami Vivekananda (12 January 

1863 ς 4 July 1902), born Narendranath 

Datta, was an Indian Hindu monk, a chief 

disciple of the 19th-century Indian mystic 

Ramakrishna. He was a key figure in the 

introduction of the Indian philosophies of 

Vedanta and Yoga to the Western world 

and is credited with raising interfaith 

awareness, bringing Hinduism to the status 

of a major world religion during the late 

19th century. He was a major force in the 

revival of Hinduism in India, and 

contributed to the concept of Indian 

nationalism as a tool of fight against the 

British empire in colonial India.Vivekananda founded the Ramakrishna Math and the 

Ramakrishna Mission.He is perhaps best known for his speech which began with the words - 

"Sisters and brothers of America ...," in which he introduced Hinduism at the Parliament of the 

World's Religions in Chicago in 1893.Born into an aristocratic Bengali Kayastha family of Calcutta, 

Vivekananda was inclined towards spirituality. He was influenced by his guru, Ramakrishna, from 

whom he learnt that all living beings were an embodiment of the divine self; therefore, service 

to God could be rendered by service to humankind. After Ramakrishna's death, Vivekananda 
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toured the Indian subcontinent extensively and acquired first-hand knowledge of the conditions 

prevailing in British India. He later travelled to the United States, representing India at the 1893 

Parliament of the World's Religions. Vivekananda conducted hundreds of public and private 

lectures and classes, disseminating tenets of Hindu philosophy in the United States, England and 

Europe. In India, Vivekananda is regarded as a patriotic saint, and his birthday is celebrated as 

National Youth Day. 

20. Dwijendralal Ray - 19 July 1863 ς 17 May 1913, also known 

as D. L. Ray , was a Bengali poet, playwright, and musician. He was 

known for his Hindu mythological and Nationalist historical plays 

and songs known as Dwijendrageeti or the Songs of Dwijendralal, 

which number over 500, create a separate subgenre of Bengali 

music. Two of his most famous compositions are Dhana Dhanya 

Pushpa Bhara and Banga Amar Janani Amar. He is regarded as one 

of the most important figures in early modern Bengali literature. 

 

21. Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee  (29 June 1864 ς 25 May 1924) was a prolific Bengali educator, 

jurist, barrister and mathematician. He was the first student to be awarded a dual degree (MA in 

Mathematics and Physics) from Calcutta University. Perhaps the most emphatic figure of Indian 

education, he was a man of great personality, high self-respect, courage and towering 

administrative ability. The second Indian Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta for four 

consecutive two-year terms (1906ς1914) and a fifth two-year term (1921ς23), Mukherjee was 

responsible for the foundation of the Bengal Technical Institute in 1906 and the College of 

Science of the Calcutta University in 1914. Mukherjee also played a vital role in the founding of 

the University College of Law popularly known as Hazra Law College. The Calcutta Mathematical 

Society was also founded by Mukherjee in 1908 and he 

served as the president of the Society from 1908 to 

1923. He was also the president of the inaugural 

session of the Indian Science Congress in 1914. 

The Ashutosh College was also founded under his 

stewardship in 1916, when he was Vice-chancellor 

of University of Calcutta.He was often called "Banglar 

Bagh" ("Tiger of Bengal") for his high self-esteem, 

courage, academic integrity and a general intransigent 

attitude towards the British Government. 

22. Sir Jadunath Sarkar CIE (10 December 1870 ς 19 May 1958) was a prominent Indian historian 

especially of the Mughal dynasty. In 1898, he was appointed at Presidency College, Calcutta after 

getting selected in the Provincial Education Services. In between, from 1917 to 1919, he taught 

Modern Indian History in Benaras Hindu University and from 1919ς1923, both English and 

History, at Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. In 1923, he became an honorary member of the Royal 
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Asiatic Society of London. In August 1926, he was appointed as the Vice Chancellor of Calcutta 

University. In 1928, he joined as Sir W. Meyer Lecturer in Madras University. 

23. Abanindranath Tagore  (7 August 1871 ς 5 December 1951) was the 

principal artist and creator of the "Indian Society of Oriental Art". He was 

also the first major exponent of Swadeshi values in Indian art, thereby 

founding the influential Bengal school of art, which led to the 

development of modern Indian painting.  He was also a noted writer, 

particularly for children. Popularly known as 'Aban Thakur', his 

books Rajkahini, Budo Angla, Nalak, and Khirer Putul are landmarks 

in Bengali language children's literature. 

Tagore sought to modernise Mughal and Rajput styles to counter the 

influence of Western models of art, as taught in art schools under 

the British Raj. Along with other artists from the Bengal school of art, 

Tagore advocated for a nationalistic Indian art derived from Indian art history, drawing 

inspiration from the Ajanta Caves. Tagore's work was so successful that it was eventually 

accepted and promoted as a national Indian style within British art institutions. 

24. Atul Prasad Sen  20 October 1871 ς 26 August 1934, was a Bengali composer, lyricist and 

singer, and also a lawyer, philanthropist, social worker, educationist and litterateur. 

25. Sri Aurobindo (15 August 1872 ς 5 December 1950) was 

an Indian philosopher, yogi, guru, poet, and nationalist. He 

joined the Indian movement for independence from British 

rule, for a while was one of its influential leaders and then 

became a spiritual reformer, introducing his visions on 

human progress and spiritual evolution. Aurobindo studied 

for the Indian Civil Service at King's College, Cambridge, 

England. After returning to India he took up various civil 

service works under the maharaja of the princely state of 

Baroda and became increasingly involved in nationalist 

politics in the Indian National Congress and the nascent 

revolutionary movement in Bengal with the Anushilan 

Samiti. He was arrested in the aftermath of a number of 

bomb outrages linked to his organisation, but in a highly 

public trial where he faced charges of treason, Aurobindo could only be convicted and 

imprisoned for writing articles against British rule in India. He was released when no evidence 

could be provided, following the murder of a prosecution witness, Narendranath Goswami 

during the trial. During his stay in the jail, he had mystical and spiritual experiences, after which 

he moved to Pondicherry, leaving politics for spiritual work. At Pondicherry, Sri Aurobindo 

developed a spiritual practice he called Integral Yoga. The central theme of his vision was the 

evolution of human life into a life divine. He believed in a spiritual realisation that not only 
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liberated but transformed human nature, enabling a divine life on earth. In 1926, with the help 

of his spiritual collaborator, Mirra Alfassa (referred to as "The Mother"), he founded the Sri 

Aurobindo Ashram. His main literary works are The Life Divine, which deals with theoretical 

aspects of Integral Yoga; Synthesis of Yoga, which deals with practical guidance to Integral Yoga; 

and Savitri: A Legend and a Symbol, an epic poem. 

26. Rai Bahadur Sir Upendranath Brahmachari (19 December 1873 ς 6 February 1946) was an 

Indian scientist and a leading medical practitioner of his time.[1] He synthesised Urea Stibamine 

(carbostibamide) in 1922 and determined that it was an effective substitute for the other 

antimony-containing compounds in the treatment of Kala-azar (Visceral leishmaniasis) which is 

caused by a protozoon, Leishmania donovani. His discovery led to the saving of thousands of 

lives in India, particularly in the erstwhile province of Assam, where several villages were 

completely depopulated by the devastating disease. The achievement of Brahmachari was a 

milestone in successful application of science in medical treatment in the years before arrival of 

antibiotics, when there were few specific drugs, including quinine for malaria, iron for anaemia, 

digitalis for heart diseases and arsenic compounds for syphilis. Most other ailments were treated 

symptomatically by palliative methods. Urea Stibamine was thus a significant addition to the 

arsenal of specific medicines. 

27. Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay, 15 September 1876 ς 16 January 

1938, was a Bengali novelist and short story writer. He is arguably the 

most popular novelist in the Bengali language. His notable works 

include Devdas, Srikanto, Choritrohin, Parineeta, Grihadaha, etc. Most 

of his works deal with the lifestyle, tragedy and struggle of the village 

people and the contemporary social practices that prevailed in Bengal. 

He remains the most popular, translated, adapted, and plagiarized 

Indian author of all time. 

 

28. Harinath De (12 August 1877τ 30 August 1911) was an Indian historian, scholar and a 

polyglot, who later became the first Indian librarian of the National Library of India (then 

Imperial Library) from 1907 to 1911. In a life span of thirty four years, he learned 34 languages. 

29. Bagha Jatin born Jatindranath Mukherjee ,7 December 1879 ς 10 September 1915, was an 

Indian freedom fighter. Several sources mention Jatin as being among the founders of 

the Anushilan Samiti in 1900, and as a pioneer 

in creating its branches in the districts. Jatin, 

together with Barindra Ghosh, set up a bomb 

factory near Deoghar, while Barin was to do 

the same at Maniktala in Calcutta. Whereas 

Jatin disapproved of all untimely terrorist 



33 
 

action, Barin led an organisation centred around his own personality: his aim was, aside from the 

general production of terror, the elimination of certain Indian and British officers serving the 

Crown. Side by side, Jatin developed a decentralised federated body of loose autonomous 

regional cells. Organising relentless relief missions with a paramedical body of volunteers 

following almost a military discipline, during natural calamities such as floods, epidemics, or 

religious congregations like the Ardhodaya and the Kumbha Mela, or the annual celebration of 

Ramakrishna's birth, Jatin was suspected of utilising these as pretexts for group discussions with 

regional leaders and recruiting new freedom fighters to fight the supporters of the Britain.He 

was the principal leader of the Jugantar party that was the central association of revolutionary 

freedom fighters in Bengal. 

30. Nandalal Bose 3 December 1882 ς 16 April 1966 was one of the pioneers of modern Indian 

art and a key figure of Contextual Modernism. A pupil of Abanindranath Tagore, Bose was known 

for his "Indian style" of painting. He became the 

principal of Kala Bhavan, Santiniketan in 1922. 

He was influenced by the Tagore family and the 

murals of Ajanta; his classic works include 

paintings of scenes from Indian mythologies, 

women, and village life.Today, many critics 

consider his paintings among India's most 

important modern paintings. In 1976, the 

Archaeological Survey of India, Department of 

Culture, Govt. of India declared his works among 

the "nine artists" whose work, "not being 

antiquities", were to be henceforth considered 

"to be art treasures, having regard to their artistic and aesthetic value". 

He was given the work of illustrating the constitution of India. 

31. Bidhan Chandra Roy MD DSc MRCP, FRCS; (1 July 1882 ς 1 July 1962) was an eminent Indian 

physician, educationist, philanthropist, freedom fighter and politician who served as the Chief 

Minister of West Bengal from 1948 until his 

death in 1962. Bidhan Roy is often 

considered the Maker of Modern West 

Bengal due to his key role in the founding 

of several institutions and five eminent 

cities, Durgapur, Kalyani, Bidhannagar, Ash

okenagar and Habra. He is one of the few 

people in history to have 

obtained F.R.C.S. and M.R.C.P. degrees 

simultaneously. In India, the National 
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Doctors' Day is celebrated in his memory every year on 1 July. He was awarded Bharat Ratna on 

4 February 1961, India's highest civilian honour.  

32. Ramesh Chandra Majumdar (known as R. C. Majumdar; 4 December 1884 ς 11 February 

1980) was a historian and professor of Indian history. From 1950, he was Principal of the College 

of Indology, Benares Hindu University. He was elected the general president of the Indian History 

Congress and also became the vice president of the International Commission set up by the 

UNESCO for the history of mankind. In 1955, Majumdar established the College of Indology of 

Nagpur University and joined as Principal. In 1958-59, he taught Indian history in the University 

of Chicago and University of Pennsylvania. He was also the president of the Asiatic Society 

(1966ς68) and the Bangiya Sahitya Parishad (1968ς69), and also the Sheriff of Calcutta (1967ς

68). 

33. Rakhaldas Bandyopadhyay (12 April 1885 ς 23 May 1930), also known as R D Banerji was an 

eminent Indian Archaeologist & Museum expert. He was the Manindra Chandra Nandy Professor 

of Ancient Indian History and Culture at the Banaras Hindu University from 1928ς30. He is 

mostly known as the discoverer of Mohenjo-daro, the principal site of the Harappa culture. 

34. Sukumar Ray- 30 October 1887 ς 10 September 1923) was a Bengali poet, story writer, 

playwright and editor from Moshua, Kishoreganj, which was part of India/ the Indian 

Subcontinent and is now in Bangladesh. He is remembered mainly for his writings for the 

children. He was the son of children's story writer Upendrakishore Ray, the father of Indian 

filmmaker Satyajit Ray and grandfather of Indian filmmaker Sandip Ray. His creations such as the 

collection of poems Abol Tabol (Gibberish), novella HaJaBaRaLa, short story collection Pagla 

Dashu (Crazy Dashu) and play Chalachittachanchari are considered equal in stature to Alice in 

Wonderland. More than 80 years after his death, Ray remains one of the most popular of 

children's writers in Bengali literature. 

35. Radhabinod Pal (27 January 1886 ς 10 January 1967) was an Indian jurist, who was a 

member of the United Nations' International Law Commission from 1952 to 1966. He was one of 

three Asian judges appointed to the International Military Tribunal for the Far East, the "Tokyo 

Trials" of Japanese war crimes committed during the Second World War. Among all the judges of 

the tribunal, he was the only one who submitted a judgment which insisted all defendants were 

not guilty. The Yasukuni Shrine and the Kyoto Ryozen Gokoku Shrine have monuments specially 

dedicated to Judge Pal. 

36. Manabendra Nath Roy (22 March 1887 ς 25 January 1954), born Narendra Nath 

Bhattacharya, was an Indian revolutionary, radical activist and political theorist, as well as a 

noted philosopher in the 20th century. Roy was a founder of the Mexican Communist Party and 

the Communist Party of India. He was also a delegate to congresses of the Communist 

International and Russia's aide to China. Following the rise of Joseph Stalin, Roy left the mainline 

communist movement to pursue an independent radical politics. In 1940 Vinay Roy was 
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instrumental in the formation of the Radical Democratic Party, an 

organisation in which he played a leading role for much of the decade 

of the 1940s.In the aftermath of World War II Roy moved away from 

Marxism to espouse the philosophy of radical humanism, attempting 

to chart a third course between liberalism and communism. 

 

 

 37. Jamini Roy (14 April 1887 ς 24 April 1972) was an 

Indian painter. He was honoured with the State 

award of Padma Bhushan in 1955. He was one of the 

most famous pupils of Rabindranath Tagore, whose 

artistic originality and contribution to the emergence 

of modern art in India remains unquestionable. 

 

38. Noble Laureate-C.V Raman - Sir Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman November 1888 ς 21 

November 1970) was an Indian physicist who made ground-breaking works in the field of light 

scattering. With his student K. S. Krishnan, he discovered that when light traverses a transparent 

material, some of the deflected light change wavelength and amplitude. This phenomenon was a 

new type of scattering of light and was subsequently known as the Raman effect (Raman 

scattering). His works earned him the 1930 Nobel Prize in Physics and was the first Indian or 

Asian or non-white person to receive Nobel Prize in any branch of science Born to Tamil Hindu 

parents, Raman was a precocious child, completing his secondary and higher secondary 

education from St Aloysius' Anglo-Indian High 

School at the ages of 11 and 13, respectively. He 

topped at the University of Madras in physics 

from Presidency College at age 16. He published 

his first research paper on diffraction of light in 

1906 while still a graduate student. The next 

year he completed an M.A. degree. He was only 

19 years of age when he qualified for the Indian 

Finance Service. Working in Calcutta (Kolkata), 

he became acquainted with the Indian 

Association for the Cultivation of Science (IACS), 

the first research institute in India. There he 

started independent research and made his major contributions in acoustics and optics. 
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39. Suniti Kumar Chatterji (26 November 1890 ς 29 May 1977) was an Indian linguist, 

educationist and litterateur. He was a recipient of the second-highest Indian civilian honour 

of Padma Vibhushan. 

40. Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis - 29 June 

1893 ς 28 June 1972 was an Indian scientist 

and statistician. He is best remembered for 

the Mahalanobis distance, a statistical 

measure, and for being one of the members of 

the first Planning Commission of free India. He 

made pioneering studies in anthropometry in 

India. He founded the Indian Statistical 

Institute, and contributed to the design of 

large-scale sample surveys. For his 

contributions, Mahalanobis has been considered the father of modern statistics in India. 

41. Meghnad Saha  6 October 1893 ς 16 February 1956 was an 

Indian astrophysicist who gained global prominence for his 

development of the Saha Ionization Equation, used to describe 

chemical and physical conditions in stars. His work allowed 

astronomers to accurately relate the spectral classes of stars to their 

actual temperatures. He was repeatedly nominated for the Nobel 

Prize in Physics by Arthur Compton, Debendra Mohan Bose and Sisir 

Kumar Mitra. Saha was a dedicated humanitarian who became 

politically active to devote himself for the people of the newly 

independent India, which was facing a post-partition crisis. He was 

elected to the Parliament of India in 1952. 

42. Dhirendra Nath Ganguly (26 March 1893 ς 18 

November 1978), better known as  Dhiren Ganguly  or 

 D.G, was a  Dadasaheb Phalke Award - winning and 

 Padma Bhushan  recipient film entrepreneur /  actor /  

director of Bengali Cinema. He had set up a number of 

film production companies: Indo British Film 

company, British Dominion Films, Lotus Film Company. 

Later, he directed films for New Theatres. He produced 

many movies in the comedy genre. He was born 

in Calcutta and died in the same city.  

43. Bibhutibhushan Bandyopadhyay  (12 September 1894 ς 1 November 1950) was 

an Indian Bengali author. He is considered to be one of the most iconic writers of 

modern Bengali literature and also one of the most prominent writers in the Post-Tagore era. His 
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best known work is the autobiographical novel, Pather Panchali (The Song of the Road). He was 

posthumously awarded the Rabindra Puraskar in 1951, the most prestigious literary award 

in West Bengal, for his novel Ichhamati. 

44. Satyendra Nath Bose, (1 January 1894 ς 4 

February 1974) was an Indian physicist 

specialising in theoretical physics. He is best 

known for his work on quantum mechanics in the 

early 1920s, providing the foundation for Boseς

Einstein statistics and the theory of the Boseς

Einstein condensate. A Fellow of the Royal 

Society, he was awarded India's second highest 

civilian award, the Padma Vibhushan in 1954 by 

the Government of India. The class of particles 

that obey BoseςEinstein statistics, bosons, was 

named after Bose by Paul Dirac. A polymath, he had a wide range of interests in varied fields 

including physics, mathematics, chemistry, biology, mineralogy, philosophy, arts, literature, and 

music. He served on many research and development committees in sovereign India. 

45. Swami Pranavananda also known as 

Yugacharya Srimat Swami Pranavananda Ji 

Maharaj, (29 January 1896 ς 8 February 1941) 

was a Hindu yogi and saint who founded an 

organization known as the Bharat Sevashram 

Sangha. He is remembered for his pioneering 

efforts to bring the modern Hindu society into 

the new age without compromising the 

essential values of ancient traditions of Hindu 

spirituality. Swamiji was one of the greatest 

spiritual leaders of modern India. He is still 

revered very much for his message of universal 

love, compassion for all humanity and social reform without giving up the nationalist zeal, the 

love of mother land. He was born on 29 January 1896, the auspicious day of Maghi Purnima 

(16th Magha, 1302), in Bajitpur, a village in Faridpur District in undivided India (presently in 

Bangladesh). His parents Vishnu Charan Bhuia and Saradadevi were very pious and blessed by 

Lord Shiva to have a son for the mitigation of human suffering and universal emancipation. He 

was affectionately named Jaynath by his father at birth and later in his boyhood he was called 

Binode. Binode showed uncommon philosophical inclinations since childhood and often could be 

seen in deep contemplation at the village school. He was popular with the children of the locality 

because of his helpful nature. 
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46. Subhas Chandra Bose - 23 January 1897 ς 18 August 1945was an Indian nationalist whose 

defiant patriotism made him a hero in India, but whose attempt during World War II to rid India 

of British rule with the help of Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan left a troubled legacy. The 

honorific Netaji (Hindustani: "Respected Leader"), first applied in early 1942 to Bose in Germany 

by the Indian soldiers of the Indische Legion and by the German and Indian officials in the Special 

Bureau for India in Berlin, was later used throughout India. Bose had been a leader of the 

younger, radical, wing of the Indian National Congress in the late 1920s and 1930s, rising to 

become Congress President in 1938 and 1939. However, he was ousted from Congress 

leadership positions in 1939 following differences with Mahatma Gandhi and the Congress high 

command. He was subsequently placed under house arrest by the British before escaping from 

India in 1940. Bose arrived in Germany in April 1941, where the leadership offered unexpected, if 

sometimes ambivalent, sympathy for the cause of India's independence, contrasting starkly with 

its attitudes towards other colonised peoples and ethnic communities. In November 1941, with 

German funds, a Free India Centre was set up in Berlin, and soon a Free India Radio, on which 

Bose broadcast nightly. A 3,000-strong Free India Legion, comprising Indians captured by Erwin 

Rommel's Afrika Korps, was also formed to aid in a possible future German land invasion of India. 

By spring 1942, in light of Japanese victories in southeast Asia and changing German priorities, a 

German invasion of India became untenable, and Bose became keen to move to southeast Asia. 

Adolf Hitler, during his only meeting with Bose in late May 1942, suggested the same, and 

offered to arrange for a submarine. During this time Bose also became a father; his wife, or 

companion, Emilie Schenkl, whom he had met in 1934, gave birth to a baby girl in November 

1942. Identifying strongly with the Axis powers, and no longer apologetically, Bose boarded a 

German submarine in February 1943. In Madagascar, he was transferred to a Japanese 

submarine from which he 

disembarked in Japanese-

held Sumatra in May 

1943. With Japanese 

support, Bose revamped 

the Indian National Army 

(INA), then composed of 

Indian soldiers of the 

British Indian army who 

had been captured in the 

Battle of Singapore. To 

these, after Bose's arrival, 

were added enlisting 

Indian civilians in Malaya 

and Singapore. The 

Japanese had come to 

support a number of 

puppet and provisional 
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governments in the captured regions, such as those in Burma, the Philippines and Manchukuo. 

Before long the Provisional Government of Free India, presided by Bose, was formed in the 

Japanese-occupied Andaman and Nicobar Islands. Bose had great drive and charismaτcreating 

popular Indian slogans, such as "Jai Hind,"τand the INA under Bose was a model of diversity by 

region, ethnicity, religion, and even gender. However, Bose was regarded by the Japanese as 

being militarily unskilled, and his military effort was short-lived. In late 1944 and early 1945, the 

British Indian Army first halted and then devastatingly reversed the Japanese attack on India. 

Almost half the Japanese forces and fully half the participating INA contingent were killed.[ The 

INA was driven down the Malay Peninsula and surrendered with the recapture of Singapore. 

Bose had earlier chosen not to surrender with his forces or with the Japanese, but rather to 

escape to Manchuria with a view to seeking a future in the Soviet Union which he believed to be 

turning anti-British. He died from third-degree burns received when his plane crashed in Taiwan. 

Some Indians, however, did not believe that the crash had occurred, with many among them, 

especially in Bengal, believing that Bose would return to gain India's independence.  

The Indian National Congress, the main instrument of Indian nationalism, praised Bose's 

patriotism but distanced itself from his tactics and ideology, especially his collaboration with 

fascism. The British Raj, though never seriously threatened by the INA, charged 300 INA officers 

with treason in the INA trials, but eventually backtracked in the face both of popular sentiment 

and of its own end.  

47. Kazi Nazrul Islam -25 May 1899 ς 29 August 1976 was a Bengali poet, writer and musician 

who was later recognized as the national poet of Bangladesh. Popularly known as Nazrul, he 

produced a large body of poetry and music with themes that included religious devotion and 

rebellion against oppression. Nazrul's activism for political and social justice earned him the title 

of "Rebel Poet" .His compositions form the avant-garde genre of Nazrul Geeti (Music of Nazrul). 

Born in a Bengali Muslim Kazi family, Nazrul Islam received religious education and as a young 

man worked as a muezzin at a local mosque. He learned about poetry, drama, and literature 

while working with the rural 

theatrical group Letor Dal. He 

joined the British Indian Army in 

1917. After serving in the British 

Indian Army in the Middle East 

(Mesopotamian campaign) during 

World War I, Nazrul established 

himself as a journalist in Calcutta. 

He criticised the British Raj and 

called for revolution through his 

poetic works, such as "Bidrohi"  

'The Rebel') and "Bhangar Gaan" 

'The Song of Destruction'), as well 
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as in his publication Dhumketu ('The Comet'). His nationalist activism in Indian independence 

movement led to his frequent imprisonment by the colonial British authorities. While in prison, 

Nazrul wrote the "Rajbandir Jabanbandi" 'Deposition of a Political Prisoner'). His writings greatly 

inspired Bengalis of East Pakistan during the Bangladesh Liberation War. Nazrul's writings 

explored themes such as freedom, humanity, love, and revolution. He opposed all forms of 

bigotry and fundamentalism, including religious, caste-based and gender-based. Nazrul wrote 

short stories, novels, and essays but is best known for his songs and poems. He profusely 

enriched ghazals in the Bengali language. He is also known to have experimented with Arabic, 

Persian, and Sanskrit words in his works to produce rhythmic effects. Nazrul wrote and 

composed music for nearly 4,000 songs (many recorded on HMV and gramophone records), 

collectively known as Nazrul Geeti. In 1942 at the age of 43, he began to suffer from an unknown 

disease, losing his voice and memory. A medical team in Vienna diagnosed the disease as Pick's 

disease, a rare incurable neurodegenerative disease. It caused Nazrul's health to decline steadily 

and forced him to live in isolation in India. He was also admitted in Ranchi (Jharkhand) 

psychiatric hospital for many years. At the invitation of the Government of Bangladesh, Nazrul 

and his family moved to Dhaka in 1972. He died four years later on 29 August 1976 in 

Bangladesh. 

48. Sharadindu Bandyopadhyay (30 March 1899 ς 22 September 1970) was an Indian Bengali-

language writer. He was a well-known literary figure of Bengal. He was also actively involved 

with Bengali cinema as well as Bollywood. His most famous creation is the fictional detective 

Byomkesh Bakshi. He wrote different forms of prose: novels, short stories, plays and screenplays. 

However, his forte was short stories and novels. He wrote historical fiction like Kaler Mandira, 

GourMollar (initially named as Mouri Nodir Teere), Tumi Sandhyar Megh, Tungabhadrar Teere 

(all novels), Chuya-Chandan, Maru O Sangha (later made into a Hindi film named Trishangni) and 

stories of the supernatural with the recurring character Baroda, the Ghost Investigator. In 

addition, he wrote many songs and poems. 

49. Uday Shankar (8 December 1900 ς 26 September 1977) was an Indian dancer and 

choreographer, best known for creating a fusion style of dance, adapting European theatrical 

techniques to Indian classical dance, imbued with elements of Indian classical, folk, and tribal 

dance, which he later popularised in India, Europe, and the United States in 1920s and 1930s. He 

was a pioneer of modern dance in India. In 1962, he was awarded by Sangeet Natak Akademi, 

India's The National Academy for Music, Dance and Drama, with its highest award, the Sangeet 

Natak Akademi Fellowship for lifetime achievement, and in 1971, the Govt. of India, awarded 

him with its second highest civilian award the Padma Vibhushan. 
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50. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee - He (6 July 1901 ς 

23 June 1953) was an Indian politician, barrister 

and academician, who served as the Minister for 

Industry and Supply in Prime Minister Jawaharlal 

Nehru's cabinet. After falling out with Nehru,  

Mukherjee quit the  Union Government because 

of differences of opinion with the Nehru-led 

government on the issue of Jammu & 

Kashmir. With the help of the Rashtriya 

Swayamsevak Sangh, he founded the Bharatiya 

Jana Sangh, the predecessor to the Bharatiya 

Janata Party, in 1951. He was also the president 

of Akhil Bharatiya Hindu Mahasabha from 1943 to 

1946. Mukherjee was strongly opposed to Article 

370[a] seeing it as a threat to the unity of the 

country and fought against it inside and outside 

the parliament with one of the goals of Bharatiya 

Jana Sangh being the abrogation of the article. His 

dream to repeal Article 370 saw the light of day on 5 August 2019 with the bill being tabled in 

Rajya Sabha. He died in the custody of Jammu and Kashmir Police in 1953. He was provisionally 

diagnosed of a heart attack and shifted to a hospital but died a day later. In 2004, Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee had claimed that he was murdered in a "Nehru conspiracy".Since the Bharatiya Janata 

Party is the successor to the Bhartiya Jana Sangh, Mukherjee is also regarded as the founder of 

the Bharatiya Janata Party. He was awarded the Dadasaheb Phalke Award the highest award in 

Indian cinema, given by Government of India, in 1978, and also in the same year, the Sangeet 

Natak Akademi award, given by the Sangeet Natak Akademi, India's National Academy for Music, 

Dance and Drama. 

51. Birendranath Sircar  5 July 1901 ς 28 November 

1980 was an  Indian  film producer  and the founder 

of New Theatres Calcutta. He made Bengali-

language films that were noted for introducing 

many film directors who later became famous. He 

was awarded the Dada Saheb Phalke Award in 1970 

and the third highest civilian award in India, 

the Padma Bhushan, in 1972. 
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52. Rai Chand Boral (19 October 1903 ς 25 November 1981) 

was an Indian composer, considered by music connoisseurs to 

be the Bhishma Pitamah, the father of Bollywood film music. 

 

 

53. Bishnu Charan Ghosh (24 June 1903 ς 9 July 1970), known as B. C. Ghosh, was a Bengali 

bodybuilder and Hathayogi. He was a younger brother of the yogi Paramahansa Yogananda, who 

became world-famous through his 1946 book Autobiography of a Yogi. In 1923 he founded the 

College of Physical Education, Calcutta. His writings influenced the development of modern yoga 

as exercise in India when they were taken up by Bikram Choudhury, founder of Bikram Yoga.The 

annual yoga championships in Los Angeles are contested for the Bishnu Charan Ghosh Cup, 

named in his honour. Ghosh's Yoga College in North 

Kolkata continues to offer training in therapeutic yoga in 

the 21st century. Bikram Choudhury, creator of Bikram 

Yoga, claimed to have been taught by Ghosh from the age 

of four (in 1948). However, he actually began studying 

yoga in 1969, and he was not instructed by Ghosh directly. 

His system of yoga was based on Ghosh's writings. 

Choudhury named the Bishnu Charan Ghosh Cup, awarded 

annually at the International Yoga Asana Championships in 

Los Angeles, in Ghosh's honour. 

54. Pankaj Mullick, 10 May 1905 ς 19 February 1978), was a 

popular Bengali Indian music composer and playback singer, 

who was a pioneer of film music in Bengali cinema and Hindi 

cinema at the advent of playback singing, as well as an early 

exponent of Rabindra Sangeet. He was awarded the Padma 

Shri in 1970,followed by the Dadasaheb Phalke Award 

(India's highest award in cinema, given by the Government 

of India) in 1972 for lifetime contribution to Indian cinema. 

55. Protul Chandra Sorcar (23 February 1913 ς 6 January 1971) was an 

 Indian  magician. He was an internationally active magician throughout 

the 1950s and 1960s, performing his Indrajal show before live 

audiences and on television. Sorcar died of a heart attack at the age of 

57 in Asahikawa, IƻƪƪŀƛŘǁ, Japan, on 6 January 1971, where he was 

performing. Sorcar became famous in the mid-1930s, when he 

performed shows in Kolkata and also in Japan and several other 

countries. Among other routines, he performed a Floating Lady routine 
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featuring aerial suspension in 1964.Ganapati Chakraborty was his mentor. The Government of 

India has named a major street in Calcutta after him - Jadusamrat P.C. Sorcar Sarani Padma Shri 

(the Lotus), awarded by the President of India on 26 January 1964, The Sphinx (Oscar of Magic), 

US, 1946 and 1954, The Royal Medallion German Magic Circle. 

56. Jyotirindra Basu (8 July 1914 ς 17 January 2010); known 

as Jyoti Basu was an Indian politician belonging to the 

Communist Party of India (Marxist) from West Bengal, India. 

He served as the Chief Minister of West Bengal state from 

1977 to 2000.He was 11th prime minister candidate of India 

but his desires refuses from the post of not participating the 

elections. This man had a legendary lifestyle and influential 

to everybody. He was regarded to be a world politician. A 

great devote of Netaji Subash Chandra Bose and a leader of 

national congress from the 1940's era had connection with leaders, such as, Netaji Subhas 

Chandra Bose, Gandhiji, Pt. Jawarhal Nehru and many others, though, he was a great 

revolutionary of Indian Independence. Basu was a member of the CPI(M) Politburo since the 

party's inception in 1964 and remained there till 2008. From 2008 until his death in 2010, he 

remained a permanent invitee to the central committee of the party. 

57. Sombhu Mitra (22 August 1915 ς 19 May 1997) was an Indian film and stage actor, director, 

playwright, reciter and an Indian theatre personality, known especially for his involvement in 

Bengali theatre, where he is considered a pioneer. He remained associated with the Indian 

People's Theatre Association (IPTA) for a few years before founding the Bohurupee theatre 

group in Kolkata in 1948. He is most noted for films like Dharti Ke Lal (1946), Jagte Raho (1956), 

and his production of Rakta Karabi based on Rabindranath Tagore's play in 1954 and Chand 

Baniker Pala, his most noted play as a playwright.In 1966, the Sangeet Natak Akademi awarded 

him with its highest award, the Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship for lifetime contribution, then 

in 1970, he was awarded the Padma Bhushan, India's third highest civilian honour, and in 1976 

the Ramon Magsaysay Award. 

58. Prabodh Chandra Dey όм aŀȅ мфмф ҍ нп hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлмоύΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ 

by his stage name Manna Dey, was an internationally acclaimed 

Indian playback singer, music director, musician and Indian classical 

vocalist. He is considered one of the most versatile and celebrated 

vocalists of the Hindi film industry. He was one of the playback 

singers credited with the success of Indian classical music in Hindi 

commercial movies. He debuted in the film Tamanna in 1942. After 

the song "Upar Gagan Bishal" composed by S D Burman he saw 

success and went on to record more than 4,000 songs till 2013. 

The Government of India honoured him with the Padma Shri in 
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1971, the Padma Bhushan in 2005 and the Dadasaheb Phalke Award in 2007. Dey sang in all the 

major regional Indian languages, though primarily in Hindi and Bengali. Dey also sang 

in Bhojpuri, Magadhi, Maithili, Punjabi, Assamese, Odia, Konkani, Sindhi, Gujarati, Marathi, Kann

ada, Malayalam, and Nepali. His peak period in Hindi playback singing was from 1953 to 1976. 

59. Hemanta Mukherjee  also known as  Hemant 

Kumar (16 June 1920 ς 26 September 1989); was an 

Indian music director and singer who sang in  Bengali, 

 Hindi  and other  Indian languages. He was an artist of  

Rabindra Sangeet. He won two  National awards  for the 

category best male playback singer. By the mid-1950s, 

Hemanta had consolidated his position as a prominent 

singer and composer. In Bengal, he was one of the 

foremost exponents of Rabindra Sangeet and perhaps 

the most sought-after male singer. In a ceremony 

organised by Hemanta Mukherjee to honour Debabrata 

Biswas (1911ς1980), the legendary Rabindra Sangeet 

exponent, in Calcutta in March 1980, Debabrata Biswas 

unhesitatingly mentioned Hemanta as "the second hero" 

to popularise Rabindra Sangeet, the first being the 

legendary Pankaj Kumar Mallick. In Mumbai, along with playback singing, Hemanta carved a 

niche as a composer. He composed music for a Hindi film called Nagin (1954) which became a 

major success owing largely to its music. Songs of Nagin remained chart-toppers continuously for 

two years and culminated in Hemant receiving the prestigious Filmfare Best Music Director 

Award in 1955. The very same year, he scored music for a Bengali movie called Shapmochan in 

which he played back four songs for the Bengali actor Uttam Kumar. This started a long 

partnership between Hemant and Uttam as a playback singer-actor pair. They were the most 

popular singer-actor duo in Bengali cinema over the next decade. In the latter part of the 1950s, 

Hemanta composed music and sang for several Bengali and Hindi films, recorded several 

Rabindra Sangeet and Bengali non-film songs. Almost all of these, especially his Bengali songs, 

became very popular. This period can be seen as the zenith of his career and lasted for almost a 

decade. He sang songs composed by the major music directors in Bengal such as Nachiketa 

Ghosh, Robin Chatterjee and Salil Chowdhury. Some of the notable films Hemanta himself 

composed music for during this period include Harano Sur, Marutirtha Hinglaj, Neel Akasher 

Neechey, Lukochuri, Swaralipi, Deep Jwele Jaai, Shesh Parjanta, Kuhak, Dui Bhai, and Saptapadi 

in Bengali, and, Jagriti and Ek Hi Raasta in Hindi. 

60. Ravi Shankar 7 April 1920 ς 11 December 2012, whose name is often preceded by the title 

Pandit (Master) and "Sitar maestro", was an Indian musician and a composer of Hindustani 

classical music. He was the best-known proponent of the sitar in the second half of the 20th 

century and influenced many other musicians throughout the world. Shankar was awarded 
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India's highest civilian honour, the Bharat Ratna, in 

1999.Shankar was born to a Bengali Brahmin family 

in India, an spent his youth as a dancer touring India 

and Europe with the dance group of his brother 

Uday Shankar. He gave up dancing in 1938 to study 

sitar playing under court musician Allauddin Khan. 

After finishing his studies in 1944, Shankar worked 

as a composer, creating the music for the Apu 

Trilogy by Satyajit Ray, and was music director of All 

India Radio, New Delhi, from 1949 to 1956.In 1956, 

Shankar began to tour Europe and the Americas 

playing Indian classical music and increased its popularity there in the 1960s through teaching, 

performance, and his association with violinist Yehudi Menuhin and Beatles guitarist George 

Harrison. His influence on the latter helped popularize the use of Indian instruments in pop 

music in the latter half of the 1960s. Shankar engaged Western music by writing compositions 

for sitar and orchestra, and toured the world in the 1970s and 1980s. From 1986 to 1992, he 

served as a nominated member of Rajya Sabha, the upper chamber of the Parliament of India. 

He continued to perform until the end of his life.  

61. Satyajit Ray- 2 May 1921 ς 23 April 1992 was an 

Indian filmmaker, screenwriter, music composer, 

graphic artist, lyricist and author, widely regarded as 

one of the greatest filmmakers of all time. Ray was born 

in Calcutta into a Bengali family which was prominent in 

the field of arts and literature. Starting his career as a 

commercial artist, Ray was drawn into independent 

filmmaking after meeting French filmmaker Jean Renoir 

and viewing Vittorio De Sica's Italian neorealist film 

Bicycle Thieves (1948) during a visit to London. Ray 

directed 36 films, including feature films, 

documentaries and shorts. He was also a fiction writer, 

publisher, illustrator, calligrapher, music composer, graphic designer and film critic. He authored 

several short stories and novels, meant primarily for young children and teenagers. Feluda, the 

sleuth, and Professor Shonku, the scientist in his science fiction stories, are popular fictional 

characters created by him. He was awarded an honorary degree by Oxford University. Ray's first 

film, Pather Panchali (1955), won eleven international prizes, including the inaugural Best Human 

Document award at the 1956 Cannes Film Festival. This film, along with Aparajito (1956) and 

Apur Sansar (The World of Apu) (1959), form The Apu Trilogy. Ray did the scripting, casting, 

scoring, and editing, and designed his own credit titles and publicity material. Ray received many 

major awards in his career, including 32 Indian National Film Awards, a Golden Lion, a Golden 

Bear, 2 Silver Bears, a number of additional awards at international film festivals and award 
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ceremonies, and an Academy Honorary Award in 1992. The Government of India honoured him 

with the Bharat Ratna, its highest civilian award, in 1992. Ray had received many noticeable 

awards and gained a prestigious position over his life time. 

62. Mrinal Sen -14 May 1923 ς 30 December 2018 was an Indian filmmaker and a nominated 

Member of the Indian parliament. Sen directed films primarily in Bengali and Hindi. Along with 

his contemporaries Satyajit Ray and Ritwik Ghatak, he pioneered the New Wave cinema in India. 

Sen was an ardent Marxist. His earlier films are characterized by their left-leaning, often Marxist 

approaches to Indian society. Sen won the National Film Awards 18 times, next only to Ray. He 

was made the Commander of the Ordre des Arts et des Letters in 1985. He was awarded the 

Padma Bhushan in 2008 and the Order of Friendship in 2005. The same year, he was awarded 

the Dadasaheb Phalke Award his contribution to Indian cinema. He is considered to be one of 

the greatest filmmakers of all time. He is the only Indian filmmaker along with Satyajit Ray whose 

films have been awarded at the big three film festivals namely the Cannes film festival, Venice 

Film Festival and the Berlin Film Festival. 

63. Tapan Sinha (2 October 1924 ς 15 January 2009)  

was one of the most prominent Indian film directors of 

his time forming a legendary quartet with Satyajit 

Ray, Ritwik Ghatak and Mrinal Sen. He was primarily a 

Bengali filmmaker who worked both in  Hindi 

cinema and Bengali cinema, directing films 

like Kabuliwala (1957),  Louha-Kapat,  Sagina 

Mahato (1970),  Apanjan (1968),  Kshudhita Pashan  

and children's film  Safed Haathi (1978) and  Aaj Ka 

Robinhood. Sinha started his career in 1946, as a sound engineer with New Theatres film 

production house in Kolkata, then in 1950 left for England where he worked at Pinewood 

Studios for next two years, before returning home to start his six decade long career in Indian 

cinema, making films in Bengali, Hindi and Oriya languages, straddling genres from social realism, 

family drama, labor rights, to children's fantasy films. He was one of the acclaimed filmmakers 

of Parallel Cinema movement of India.  

64. Ritwik Ghatak (4 November 1925 ς 6 February 

1976) was a noted  Indian  filmmaker and script writer. 

Along with prominent contemporary Bengali 

filmmakers  Satyajit Ray  and  Mrinal Sen, his cinema is 

primarily remembered for its meticulous depiction of 

social reality, partition and feminism. Although their 

roles were often adversarial, they were ardent admirers 

of each other's work and, in doing so, the three 

directors charted the independent trajectory of parallel 

cinema, as a counterpoint to the mainstream fare of Hindi cinema in India. Ghatak received 
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many awards in his career, including National Film Award's Rajat Kamal Award for Best Story in 

1974 for his Jukti Takko Aar Gappo and Best Director's Award from Bangladesh Cine Journalist's 

Association for Titash Ekti Nadir Naam. The Government of India honoured him with the Padma 

Shri for Arts in 1970. 

65. Salil Chowdhury- 19 November 1925 - 5 

September 1995 was an Indian songwriter, music 

director, lyricist , writer and poet, who 

predominantly composed for Bengali, Hindi, 

Malayalam films. He went on to compose music for 

films in 13 languages. This includes over 75 Hindi 

films, 41 Bengali films, around 27 Malayalam films, 

and a few Marathi, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, 

Gujarati, Oriya and Assamese films. His musical 

ability was widely recognised and acknowledged in 

the Indian film industry. He was an accomplished composer and arranger who was proficient in 

several musical instruments, including flute, the piano, and the esraj. He was also widely 

acclaimed and admired for his inspirational and original poetry in Bengali. The first Bengali film 

for which Chowdhury composed music was Paribortan, released in 1949. Mahabharati, released 

in 1994, was the last of the 41 Bengali films where he rendered his music. He is affectionately 

called Salilda by his admirers. 

66. Uttam Kumar (born Arun Kumar Chatterjee; 3 September 1926 ς 

24 July 1980) was an Indian film actor, director, producer and singer 

who predominantly worked in Bengali cinema. Kumar is widely 

regarded as one of the most popular and beloved actors ever in India. 

Through his career he earned commercial as well as critical success, 

and he remains as an Indian cultural icon. Considered as the most 

popular film star of Bengali cinema, popularly known as "Mahanayak", 

Kumar managed to have a huge fan following, that mainly 

concentrated in the regions of West Bengal, India and Bangladesh. He 

was a recipient of many awards over his lifetime, including National 

Film Award for Best Actor. A Metro Station in Kolkata was renamed in his honour. 

67. Utpal Dutt  (29 March 1929 ς 19 August 1993) was an Indian actor, director, and writer-

playwright. He was primarily an actor in Bengali theatre, where he became a pioneering figure in 

Modern Indian theatre, when he founded the "Little Theatre Group" in 1949. This group enacted 

many English, Shakespearean and Brecht plays, in a period now known as the "Epic theatre" 

period, before it immersed itself completely in highly political and radical theatre. His plays 

became an apt vehicle for the expression of his Marxist ideologies, visible in socio-political plays 

such as Kallol (1965), Manusher Adhikar, Louha Manob (1964), Tiner Toloar and Maha-Bidroha. 

He also acted in over 100 Bengali and Hindi films in a career spanning 40 years, and remains 
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most known for his roles in films such as Mrinal 

{ŜƴΩǎ .ƘǳǾŀƴ {ƘƻƳŜ όмфсфύΣ {ŀǘȅŀƧƛǘ wŀȅΩǎ !Ǝŀƴǘǳƪ 

όмффмύΣ DŀǳǘŀƳ DƘƻǎŜΩǎ tŀŘƳŀ bŀŘƛǊ aŀƧƘƛ όмффоύ 

and Hrishikesh Mukherjee's breezy Hindi comedies 

such as Gol Maal (1979) and Rang Birangi (1983). 

He also did the role of a sculptor, Sir Digindra 

Narayan, in the episode Seemant Heera of 

Byomkesh Bakshi (TV series) on Doordarshan in 

1993, shortly before his death. 

He received National Film Award for Best Actor in 1970 and three Filmfare Best Comedian 

Awards. In 1990, the Sangeet Natak Akademi, India's National Academy of Music, Dance and 

Theatre, awarded him its highest award, the Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship for lifetime 

contribution to theatre. 

68. Subhash Mukhopadhyay (16 January 1931 

ς 19 June 1981) was an Indian Bengali 

scientist, physician from Hazaribagh, Bihar 

(now in Jharkhand), India, who created the 

world's second and India's first child using in-

vitro fertilisation. Kanupriya Agarwal (Durga), 

who was born in 1978, just 67 days after the 

first IVF baby in United Kingdom. Afterwards, 

Dr. Subhash Mukhopadhyay was harassed by 

the then West Bengal state government and Indian Government and not allowed to share his 

achievements with the international scientific community. Dejected, he committed suicide on 19 

June 1981.  

His life and death has been the subject of countless newspaper reviews and inspired the Hindi 

movie Ek Doctor Ki Maut (Death of a physician), directed by Tapan Sinha. 

69. Samaresh Basu (11 December 1924 ς 12 March 1988) was an Indian writer who wrote in the 

Bengali language. He was awarded the 1980 Sahitya Akademi Award in Bengali, by Sahitya 

Akademi, India's National Academy of Letters, for his novel, Shamba. He won the 1983 Filmfare 

Awards for Best Story for Namkeen. 

70. Noble Laureate - Amartya Sen-3 November 1933 is an Indian 

economist and philosopher, who since 1972 has taught and 

worked in the United Kingdom and the United States. Sen has 

made contributions to welfare economics, social choice theory, 

economic and social justice, economic theories of famines, 

decision theory, development economics, public health and 
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measures of well-being of countries. He is currently Thomas W. Lamont University Professor, and 

Professor of Economics and Philosophy at Harvard University. He was awarded the Nobel 

Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences in 1998 and India's Bharat Ratna in 1999 for his work in 

welfare economics.  

71. Sunil Gangopadhyay or Sunil Ganguly (7 September 1934 ς 23 October 2012) was an Indian 

poet and novelist in the Bengali language based in the city of Kolkata. Gangopadhyay obtained 

his master's degree in Bengali from the University of Calcutta. In 1953 he and a few of his friends 

started a Bengali poetry magazine, Krittibas. Later he wrote for many different publications. 

Ganguly created the Bengali fictional character Kakababu and wrote a series of novels on this 

character which became significant in Indian children's literature. He received Sahitya Akademi 

award in 1985 for his novel Those Days (Sei Samaya). Gangopadhyay used the nom de plume Nil 

Lohit, Sanatan Pathak, and Nil Upadhyay. He was one of the most popular and celebrated 

Bengali Writers of the present era. 

73. Buddhadeb Guha  29 June 1936 in Calcutta is a Bengali fiction writer. He studied at the St 

Xavier's College of the University of Calcutta. He spent his early years in various districts of East 

Bengal (now Bangladesh). Those days in Rangpur, Jaypurhat and Barisal are depicted in his Rivu 

series. Some of the Rivu books are dedicated to his early-age friends in Bangladesh. His novels 

and short stories are characterized by their dreamy abstractness and romantic appeal. His essays 

reveal the soul of a true wanderer providing some of the most beautiful renditions of travel 

in Bengal. His love for forests and nature provide the background for many of his novels.A highly 

successful chartered accountant by profession, and an accomplished musician, Guha is very 

urbane in his lifestyle. He was one of the first to create characters representing easy-going, 

upper middle-class modern Bengali families, whom readers could identify with, and that gave 

him instant popularity. He is the recipient of many awards including Ananda Puraskar, 1976; 

Shiromani Puraskar; and Sharat Puraskar.The Library of Congress has over fifty titles by him. His 

most famous novel, according to many, is Madhukori. It is considered a milestone in Bengali 

literature.He is also the creator of Rijuda, an imaginary character who moves about in jungles 

with his sidekick Rudra. The jungles that he wrote about were mainly in Eastern India. 
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74. Soumitra Chatterjee or Soumitra 

Chattopadhyay - 19 January 1935 is an 

Indian film and stage actor, reciter, poet 

and artist. He is best known for his 

collaborations with Oscar-winning film 

director Satyajit Ray, with whom he 

worked in fourteen films. Soumitra 

Chattopadhyay is also the first Indian film 

personality conferred with the Ordre des 

Arts et des Lettres, France's highest award 

for artists. He is also the winner of the Dadasaheb Phalke Award which is India's highest award 

for cinema. In 2018 exactly thirty years after auteur Satyajit Ray was honoured with France's 

highest civilian award, the coveted Legion of Honor, thespian Soumitra Chatterjee, arguably, the 

most prominent face of Ray's films, also received the prestigious award as the first ever Indian 

actor.Starting with his debut film, Apur Sansar (The World of Apu, 1959), the third part of Apu 

Trilogy, he went on to work in several notable films with Ray, including Abhijan (The Expedition, 

1962), Charulata (The Lonely Wife, 1964), Aranyer Din Ratri (Days and Nights in the Forest, 

1969); Ashani Sanket (Distant Thunder, 1973); Sonar Kella (The Fortress, 1974) as Feluda and Joi 

Baba Felunath (The Elephant God, 1978) as Feluda, Ghare Baire (The Home and The World, 

1984) and Ganashatru (Enemy of the People, 1989). Meanwhile, he also worked with other 

noted directors of Bengali cinema, with Mrinal Sen in Akash Kusum (Up in the Clouds, 1965), 

Tapan Sinha in Kshudhita Pashan (Hungry Stones, 1960), Jhinder Bandi (1961), Asit Sen in 

Swaralipi (1961), Ajoy Kar in Saat Pake Bandha (1963), Parineeta (1969), and Tarun Mazumdar in 

Sansar Simante (1975) and Ganadevata (1978). He acted more than 210 films in his career till 

2016. He also received critical favour for his directorial venture Streer Patra which is based on 

the story of the same name by Tagore.He was awarded the Padma Bhushan by the Government 

of India in 2004. In 2012, he received the Dadasaheb Phalke Award, India's highest award in 

cinema given by the government of India for lifetime achievement. He has won two National 

Film Awards as an actor, and as an actor in Bengali theatre, he received the Sangeet Natak 

Akademi Award in 1998, given by the Sangeet Natak Akademi, India's National Academy of 

Music, Dance and Drama. In 2013, IBN LIVE named him as one of "The men who changed the 

face of the Indian Cinema". In 2014, he received the introductory Filmfare Awards East for Best 

Male Actor (Critics) for his role in Rupkatha Noy. He won 7 Filmfare Awards. In 2006 he won the 

National Film Award for Best Actor for the film Podokkhep.  

75. Pradip Kumar Banerjee (23 June 1936 ς 20 March 2020) was a 

former Indian professional footballer who played as a striker for the 

India national football team. He also captained the national team and 

later on became the coach of the national team. He represented India 

in 45 official matches and scored 15 official goals for the country. He 

was one of the first recipients of Arjuna Award, when the awards were 
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instituted in 1961. He was awarded the prestigious Padma Shri in 1990 and was named Indian 

Footballer of the 20th century by IFFHS. In 2004, he was awarded the FIFA Order of Merit, the 

highest honour awarded by FIFA. Banerjee died on 20 March 2020 at 12:40 p.m. after suffering 

from age-related issues, having been on life support at a Kolkata hospital since March 2. He also 

had an underlying history of Parkinson's disease, dementia and heart problems.  

76. Subimal Goswami (born 15 January 1938), commonly known by his 

nickname Chuni Goswami, is a former Indian international footballer 

and first class cricketer. He was born in Kishoreganj District of 

undivided Bengal (now in Bangladesh). As a striker, he played 50 

international matches representing India. As a first class cricketer, he 

played Ranji Trophy for Bengal. Chuni Goswami made his international 

debut for India in 1956 during the team's 1-0 victory over the Chinese 

Olympic team.He went on to play for India in 50 international matches 

including in Olympics, Asian Games, Asia Cup and Merdeka Cup. He 

captained India to the Asian Games Gold Medal in 1962 and a Silver in the 1964 Asia Cup in Tel 

Aviv and in the Merdeka Cup.  

77. Rituparno Ghosh (31 August 1963 ς 30 May 2013) was an Indian film director, actor, writer 

and lyricist. After pursuing a degree in economics, he started his career as a creative artist at an 

advertising agency. He received recognition for his second feature film Unishe April which won 

the National Film Award for Best Feature Film. Having won 19 National Awards, along with his 

contemporaries Aparna Sen and Goutam Ghose, Rituparno heralded contemporary Bengali 

cinema to greater heights. Ghosh died on 30 May 2013 in Kolkata after a heart attack. Ghosh was 

also one of the openly queer personalities in Indian culture.Ghosh was influenced by the works 

of Satyajit Ray and was an avid reader of Rabindranath Tagore. Tagore's work is frequently 

referenced to in his films. He also 

made a documentary 

titled Jeevan Smriti on the life of 

Tagore. In his career spanning 

almost two decades, he won 12 

National and numerous 

International awards. His 

unreleased Bengali 

movie sunglass (also known 

as Taak Jhaank) was honoured 

and released at the 19th Kolkata International Film Festival.  

78. Noble Laureate - Abhijit Vinayak Banerjee -  born 21 February 1961 is an Indian-American 

economist who is currently the Ford Foundation International Professor of Economics at 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Banerjee shared the 2019 Nobel Memorial Prize in 

Economic Sciences with Esther Duflo and Michael Kremer "for their experimental approach to 
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alleviating global poverty". Along with 

Esther Duflo, they are the sixth married 

couple to jointly win a Nobel Prize. Banerjee 

is a co-founder of Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty 

Action Lab (along with economists Esther 

Duflo and Sendhil Mullainathan). He is a 

research affiliate of Innovations for Poverty 

Action and a member of the Consortium on 

Financial Systems and Poverty. Banerjee was 

a president of the Bureau for the Research 

in the Economic Analysis of Development, a 

research associate of the National Bureau of 

Economic Research, a research fellow at the 

Centre for Economic Policy Research, an international research fellow of the Kiel Institute, fellow 

at the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and a fellow at the Econometric Society. He also 

has been a Guggenheim Fellow and an Alfred P. Sloan Fellow. He is the co-author of Poor 

Economics. He also serves on the academic advisory board of Plaksha University, an upcoming 

science and technology university in India.His new book, co-authored with Esther Duflo, Good 

Economics for Hard Times, was released in October 2019 in India by Juggernaut Books. 

79. Sourav Chandidas Ganguly - born 8 July 

1972, affectionately known as Dada (meaning 

"elder brother" in Bengali), is an Indian cricket 

administrator, commentator and former 

national cricket team captain who is the 39th 

and current president of the Board of Control 

for Cricket in India.As a cricketer he played as a 

left-handed opening batsman and was captain 

of the Indian national team. He was elected as a 

president of the BCCI in 2019. and President of 

the Editorial Board with Wisden India. Before 

being elected as the President of BCCI, he was 

the President of Cricket Association of Bengal, 

governing body for cricket in West Bengal, 

India. He is regarded as one of the greatest captains in the Cricket world. During his playing 

career, Ganguly established himself as one of the world's leading batsmen and also one of the 

most successful captain of the Indian national cricket team. While batting, he was especially 

prolific through the off side, earning himself the nickname God of the Off Side for his elegant 

stroke play square of the wicket and through the covers. Ganguly was introduced into the world 

of cricket by his elder brother, Snehasish. He started his career by playing in state and school 

teams. After playing in different Indian domestic tournaments, such as the Ranji and Duleep 
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trophies, Ganguly got his big-break while playing for India on their tour of England. He scored 

131 runs and cemented his place in the Indian team. Ganguly's place in the team was assured 

after successful performances in series against Sri Lanka, Pakistan and Australia, winning the 

Man of the Match awards. In the 1999 Cricket World Cup, he was involved in a partnership of 

318 runs with Rahul Dravid, which remains the highest overall partnership score in the World 

Cup tournament history. Due to the match-fixing scandals in 2000 by other players of the team, 

and for his poor health, Indian captain Sachin Tendulkar resigned his position, and Ganguly was 

made the captain of the Indian cricket team. He was soon the subject of media criticism after an 

unsuccessful stint for county side Durham and for taking off his shirt in the final of the 2002 

NatWest Series. He led India into the 2003 World Cup final, where they were defeated by 

Australia. Due to a decrease in individual performance, he was dropped from the team in the 

following year. He returned to the National team in 2006, and made successful batting displays. 

Around this time, he became involved in a dispute with Indian team coach Greg Chappell over 

several misunderstandings. Ganguly was again dropped from the team, however he was selected 

to play in the 2007 Cricket World Cup. He is regarded as one of India's most successful captains 

in modern times, and one of the greatest ODI batsmen of all time. Currently, he is the 8th 

highest run scorer in One Day Internationals (ODIs) and was the 3rd batsman in history to cross 

the 10,000 run landmark, after Sachin Tendulkar and Inzamam Ul Haq. In 2002, the Wisden 

Cricketers' Almanack ranked him the sixth greatest ODI batsman of all time, next to Viv Richards, 

Sachin Tendulkar, Brian Lara, Dean Jones and Michael Bevan.Ganguly joined the Kolkata Knight 

Riders team as captain for the Indian Premier League Twenty20 cricket tournament in 2008. The 

same year, after a home Test series against Australia, he announced his retirement from 

international cricket. He continued to play for the Bengal team and was appointed the chairman 

of the Cricket Association of Bengal's Cricket Development Committee. The left-handed Ganguly 

was a prolific One Day International (ODI) batsman, with over 11,000 ODI runs to his credit. He is 

one of the most successful Indian Test captains to date, winning 21 out of 49 test matches. 

Sourav Ganguly is the most successful Indian test captain overseas with 11 wins. The Indian team 

was ranked eighth in the ICC rankings before he became the captain, and under his tenure the 

team rank went up to second. An aggressive captain, Ganguly is credited with having nurtured 

the careers of many young players who played under him, and transforming the Indian team into 

an aggressive fighting unit.Along with Harshavardhan Neotia, Sanjiv Goenka, and Utsav Parekh, 

Ganguly is also the co-owner of Atlético de Kolkata, a franchise of the Indian Super League, 

which won the inaugural season in 2014. Ganguly was awarded the Padma Shri in 2004, one of 

India's highest civilian awards. Ganguly was awarded with the Banga Bibhushan Award from the 

Government of West Bengal on 20 May 2013.Ganguly is currently a part of the Supreme Court of 

India appointed Justice Mudgal Committee probe panel for the IPL Spot fixing and betting 

scandal's investigations. 
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A. Eminent Contributors (Female) 

Bengal has been predominantly the boiling cradle of revolutions with Kolkata being the 

epicentre. Since British Raj, men and women have fought side by side, juxtaposing the norms of 

those times.  

1. Rani Rashmoni (28 September 1793 ς 

19 February 1861) was the founder of 

the Dakshineswar Kali Temple, Kolkata, 

and remained closely associated with Sri 

Ramakrishna Paramhansa after she 

appointed him as the priest of the 

temple. Her other construction works 

include the construction of a road from 

Subarnarekha River to Puri for the 

pilgrims, Babughat (also known as Babu 

Rajchandra Das Ghat), Ahiritola Ghat and 

Nimtala Ghat for the everyday bathers at 

the Ganges. She also offered 

considerable charity to the Imperial 

Library (now the National Library of India), the Hindu College (now Presidency University). After 

her husband's death in 1836, Rashmoni took charge of the zamindari and finances. She was 49 

years in age at that time. She soon proved herself a capable administrator. While the prestige of 

the zamindari grew, Rani Rashmoni, being very pious from childhood, continued to lead an 

extremely religious and austere life, befitting a widow in Bengali Hindu society. Rani Rashmoni 

died on 19 February 1861.The Rani and her clashes with the British in India became household 

tales in her time. By blocking the shipping trade on a part of Ganges she compelled the British to 

abolish the tax imposed on fishing in the river, which threatened the livelihood of poor 

fishermen. When Puja processions were stopped by the British on the charge that they disturbed 

the peace, she defied the orders. The British had to withdraw the penalty imposed on her in the 

face of public opposition and rioting in her support. Rani Rashmoni also had to her credit 

numerous charitable works and other contributions to society. She oversaw the construction of a 

road from Subarnarekha river to Puri for pilgrims. She funded the construction of ghats such as 

Babughat (in memory of her husband), Ahiritola Ghat and Nimtala Ghat for the daily bathers in 

the Ganges. She donated generously to the then Imperial Library (now the National Library of 

India) and Hindu College (now Presidency College). Prince Dwarkanath Tagore had mortgaged a 

part of his Zamindari in now South 24 Parganas (part of present-day Santoshpur and adjoining 

areas) to Rani Rashmoni for his passage to England. This part of land which was then a part of 

the Sunderbans was marshy and almost uninhabitable except for some families of thugs who 

found the area convenient to stay and venture out for plunders in far away places mounted on 

stilts. Rani Rashmoni persuaded these families and helped them to build up fisheries in the 

surrounding water bodies that later turned into large rich bheris. They gradually gave up their 
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'profession' of plundering and transformed into a community of fishermen. This was a great 

social reform that the Rani had initiatedA divine revelation led her to found the famous temple 

Dakshineswar Kali Temple complex on the banks of the Ganges at Dakshineswar in the North 24 

Parganas. Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa (then known as Gadadhar) was appointed its head priest 

under her patronage.Though having such a great spiritual nature the society then had 

discriminated her. Being born in Chasi-Kaibartta family (Mahishyas) and being a middle-caste 

Shudra origin, no Brahmin was ready to be the priest in her temple.Rani Rashmoni's House at 

Janbazar was venue of traditional Durga Puja celebration each autumn. This included traditional 

pomp, including all-night jatras (folk theatre), rather than by entertainment for the Englishmen 

with whom she carried on a running feud. After her death in 1861, her sons-in-law took to 

celebrating Durga Puja in their respective premises.  

2. Jnanadanandini Tagore 26 July 1850 ς 1 October 1941 

was a social reformer who pioneered various cultural 

innovations and influenced the earliest phase of women's 

empowerment in 19th century Bengal. She was married to 

Satyendranath Tagore, a scion of the Jorasanko Tagore 

Family. Among the Tagore family women, after 

Swarnakumari Devi, Jnanadanandini participated most 

actively in the rich literary ambiance of the family. Upon her 

return from England in 1880, Jnanadanandini began writing 

articles in the Bengali journal Bharati. Her flair was soon 

noticed by the intelligentsia. In 1881 - four years before the 

establishment of the Indian National Congress - 

Jnanadanandini published an article titled Ingrajninda O 

Deshanurag (Criticism of the British and Patriotism), in which 

she called for the establishment of a nationwide organization which would have branches in the 

remote district towns. She argued "every benefit that the British have bestowed upon us is a 

blow to our mission of national liberation". In 1885, Jnanadanandini Devi established Balak, the 

first children's literary magazine in Bengali. Rabindranath contributed a number of short stories, 

poems and plays to Balak. She wrote two plays for children - Takdumadum and Saat Bhai 

Champa - both of which were highly appreciated in the literary circles. In spite of her many 

literary achievements, Jnanadanandini Devi did not write her autobiography. Only a couple of 

years before her death, Pulinbihari Sen persuaded her to write a set of memoirs, later published 

as Smritikatha O Puratani. 

3. Swarnakumari Devi - 28 August 1855 ς 3 July 1932 was a poet, novelist, musician and social 

worker from the Indian subcontinent. She was the first among the women writers in Bengal to 

gain prominence. She was the fourth amongst the daughters of Debendranath Tagore and was a 

granddaughter of Dwarkanath Tagore. Three of her sisters, Soudamini, Sukumari and 

Saratkumari, were older than she was. Barnakumari was the youngest sister. Soudamini was one 
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of the earliest students of Bethune School. Others in the 

Tagore family had followed her, but it seems that 

Swarnakumari had her education primarily at home. She 

was five years older than Rabindranath Tagore. 

Education was valued in the Jorasanko Thakur Bari. 

Swarnakumari recalled how, when her father 

Debendranath learned that the governess was writing 

something on a slate and having the girls copy it, he 

stopped the mechanical practice and brought in a better 

teacher. In his memoirs Rabindranath wrote, "We learnt 

much more at home than we had to at 

school."Swarnakumari had a great capability of picking 

up friendship with other girls from an early age. As per 

the custom of the day, each pair of friends had a common name, which they used to call each 

other. Swarnakumari had many friends ς Mistihasi, Milan, Bihangini and so on. 

4. Toru Dutt  (4 March 1856 ς 30 August 1877) was 

a Bengali translator and poet from the Indian subcontinent, who 

wrote in English and French, in what was then British India. She is 

seen as one of the founding figures of Anglo-Indian literature, 

alongside Henry Louis Vivian Derozio (1809ς31), Manmohan 

Ghose (1869ς1924), and Sarojini Naidu (1879ς1949). Dutt is 

known for her volumes of poetry in English, A Sheaf Gleaned in 

French Fields (1876) and Ancient Ballads and Legends of 

Hindustan (1882), and for her novel in French, Le Journal de 

aŀŘŜƳƻƛǎŜƭƭŜ ŘΩ!ǊǾŜǊǎ (1879). Her poetry is characterized by 

sensitive descriptions and lyricism. Her poems revolve around 

themes of loneliness, longing, patriotism and nostalgia. Dutt died 

young, at age 21, which has influenced some comparison of her 

to the poet John Keats.  

5. Kadambini Ganguly 18 July 1861 ς 3 October 1923 along with 

Chandramukhi Basu was one of the first two female physicians from 

India as well as from the entire British Empire. Kadambini, herself, 

was also the first Indian as well as South Asian female physician, 

trained in western medicine, to graduate in South Asia. Ganguly 

studied medicine at the Calcutta Medical College. In 1886, she was 

given a Graduate of Bengal Medical College degree. She thus became 

one of the two, Anandi Gopal Joshi being the other, Indian women 

doctors who qualified to practice western medicine. Also another 

Indian woman by the name of Abala Bose passed entrance in 1881 
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but was refused admission to the medical college and went to Madras (now Chennai) to study 

medicine but never graduated. Kadambini overcame some opposition from the teaching staff, 

and orthodox sections of society. She went to the United Kingdom in 1892 and returned to India 

after qualifying as LRCP (Edinburgh), LRCS (Glasgow), and GFPS (Dublin). After working for a 

short period in Lady Dufferin Hospital, she started her own private practice. 

6. Binodini Dasi (1863ς1941), also known as Notee 

Binodini, was a Calcutta-based, Bengali-speaking renowned 

actress and thespian. She started acting at the age of 12 

and ended by the time she was 23, as she later recounted 

in her noted autobiography, Amar Katha (The Story of My 

Life) published in 1913. Born to prostitution, she started 

her career as a courtesan and at age twelve she played her 

first serious drama role in Calcutta's National Theatre in 

1874, under the mentorship of its founder, Girish Chandra 

Ghosh. Her career coincided with the growth of the 

proscenium-inspired form of European theatre among the 

Bengali theatre going audience. During a career spanning 

twelve years she enacted over eighty roles, which included those of Pramila, Sita, Draupadi, 

Radha, Ayesha, Kaikeyi, Motibibi, and Kapalkundala, among others. She was one of the first 

South Asian actresses of the theatre to write her own autobiography. Her sudden retirement 

from the stage is insufficiently explained. Her autobiography has a consistent thread of betrayal. 

She violates every canon of the feminine smritikatha and wrote down what amounted to her 

indictment of respectable society. Ramakrishna, the great saint of 19th century Bengal, came to 

see her play in 1884.She was a pioneering entrepreneur of the Bengali stage and introduced 

modern techniques of stage make-up through blending European and indigenous styles. 

7. Abala, Lady Bose - (8 August 1865 ς 25 April 1951) was an 

Indian social worker. She was known for her efforts in 

women's education and her contribution towards helping 

widows. Apart from working as an educator, Bose was an 

early feminist. Writing in English magazine Modern Review, 

she argued that women should get a better education, "not 

because we may make better matches for our girls ... not 

even that the services of the daughter-in-law may be more 

valuable in the home of her adoption, but because a woman 

like a man is first of all a mind, and only in the second place 

physical and a body." Upon her husband's knighthood in 

1916, she became Lady Bose.In 1919, Bose founded Nari 

Shiksha Samiti, a non-profit society. Its objective was the 

education of children, girls and women. In that era, child marriages were common as was the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calcutta
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bengali_language
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presence of child widows. Lack of education and total economic and social dependence on the 

male family members resulted in the low status held by women. Dowry and other social 

pressures made the lives of many women intolerable. Under the influence of Raja Rammohan 

Roy, Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar, and Sister Nivedita, new perceptions concerning women 

emerged. During her lifetime, Bose established some 88 primary schools and 14 adult education 

centers in different parts of Bengal. Bose was the pioneer thinker for establishing centers like 

Mahila Shilpa Bhavan in Kolkata and Jhargram, which provided vocational training to distressed 

women, particularly widows, and secured jobs for them so that they could earn their 

livelihood.She was the first in India to set up programs of institutional pre-primary and primary 

teacher's training, for which she established Vidyasagar Bani Bhavan Primary Teachers Training 

Institute in 1925. A piece of land at 294/3 A.P.C Rd. was donated to Nari Siksha Samiti by then 

Mayor of Calcutta Corporation, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, where the activities of the Samiti 

commenced. 

After her husband's death, Bose donated Rs 10,000,000 (US$200,000 in 2015 dollars) to set up 

the Sister Nivedita Women's Education Fund, which set up the Adults Primary Education Center. 

Bose served as Secretary of Brahmo Balika Shikshalaya from 1910 to 1936. She died on 26 April 

1951. 

8.Sister Nivedita  -born Margaret Elizabeth Noble; 28 October 1867 ς 13 October 1911) was 

an Irish teacher, author, social activist, school founder and disciple of Swami Vivekananda. She 

spent her childhood and early youth in Ireland. From her father, a college professor, she learned 

the ideal of service to mankind as the true service to God. She worked as a school teacher and 

later also opened a school. She was engaged to marry a 

Welsh youth, but he died soon after their engagement. 

Sister Nivedita met Swami Vivekananda in 1895 in London 

and travelled to Calcutta (present-day Kolkata), India in 

1898. Swami Vivekananda gave her the 

name Nivedita (meaning "Dedicated to God") when he 

initiated her into the vow of Brahmacharya on 25 March 

1898. In November 1898, she opened a girls' school in 

the Bagbazar area of Calcutta. She wanted to educate girls 

who were deprived of even basic education. During the 

plague epidemic in Calcutta in 1899, Nivedita nursed and 

took care of the poor patients. Nivedita had close 

associations with the newly established Ramakrishna 

Mission. Because of her active contribution in the field 

of Indian Nationalism, she had to publicly dissociate herself 

from the activities of the Ramakrishna Mission under the 

then president Swami Brahmananda. She was very close 

to Sarada Devi, the spiritual consort of Ramakrishna and 
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one of the major influences behind Ramakrishna Mission, and also with all brother disciples of 

Swami Vivekananda. She died on 13 October 1911 in Darjeeling. Her epitaph reads, "Here lies 

Sister Nivedita who gave her all to India". 

9. Sarala Devi Chaudhurani, born Sarala Ghosal, (9 September 

1872 ς 18 August 1945 was the founder of the first women's 

organisation in India, the Bharat Stree 

Mahamandal in Allahabad in 1910. One of the primary goals of 

the organization was to promote female education, which at that 

time was not well developed. The organization opened several 

offices in Lahore (then part of undivided India), 

Allahabad, Delhi, Karachi, Amritsar, Hyderabad, Kanpur, Bankura, 

Hazaribagh, Midnapur and Kolkata (formerly Calcutta) to improve 

the situation of women all over India. 

10. Gauhar Jaan (born Angelina Yeoward, 26 June 1873 ς 17 January 1930 was an Indian singer 

and dancer from Kolkata. She was one of the first performers to record music on 78 rpm records 

in India, which was later released by the Gramophone Company of India. Having recorded more 

than 600 songs in more than ten languages between 1902 and 1920, Jaan is credited with 

popularising Hindustani classical music such as thumri, dadra, kajri, tarana during the period. 

India's first recording sessions included Gauhar Jaan, singing a khayal in Raag Jogiya, recorded by 

Fred Gaisberg of the Gramophone Company. The 

sessions began on 8 November 1902. Over the course 

of six weeks, more than 500 matrices were recorded 

of local artists. The records were manufactured in 

Germany and shipped to India in April 1903. They 

proved a great success in popularising the 

gramophone in India, where locals had no interest or 

appreciation for Western music. The recording was 

done in a makeshift recording studio in two large 

rooms of a hotel in Kolkata. By 1903, her records 

started appearing in Indian markets and were in great 

demand. 

11. Sunayani Devi - (18 June 1875 ς 23 February 1962) was an Indian painter born into the 

aristocratic Tagore family in Calcutta, West Bengal. She was a self taught artist, with no academic 

training in art. Inspired by her brothers, Abanindranath Tagore, Gaganendranath Tagore, and 

Samarendranath Tagore, she started painting only at the age of 30. She was married at the age 

of 12 to the grandson of Raja Ram Mohan Roy. Known to be a true primitive of the Bengal Art 

School, she drew inspiration from the folk Pata painting style which was familiar to the women 

of the Tagore household. Often depicting scenes from Indian epics and mythologies in her works. 

Some of her notable works are Sadhika, Ardhanarisvar, Satir Dehatyag, Milk Maids, Yashoda and 
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