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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Nadia District 

 

Figure 1 Map marking the Administrative district boundary of Nadia and its sub-division- CD Blocks  

Source: https://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/westbengal/tehsil/nadia-tehsil-map.jpg accessed online 

on 01st November 2020 

 

The district of Nadia is situated in the heart of the Bengal delta held within the arms 

of the river Ganga, comprising of the Bhagirathi on the west and the Padma on the east 

bordering Bangladesh. The district has been famous owing to a rich historical 

background and also for the presence of cottage and small-scale industries, particularly 

relating to hand woven textile. Nadia was also the last bastion of independent Hindu 

Kingdom of Bengal before it was annexed by the Muslim invaders from North India 

towards the end of the twelfth century A.D. The centres of Sanskrit learning situated 
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across the district were well acclaimed throughout the country. Nadia district was the 

birth place of Sree Chaitanya, who was one of the foremost religious reformers of the 

country during the middle ages apart from being one of the principal preachers of the 

Bhakti movement. Unlike most of the districts in West Bengal whose nomenclature 

has been derived from the name of the district headquarter; the district of Nadia is a 

notable exception in this regard. The nomenclature of the district has been derived 

from Nabadwip, whose abbreviated form, as considered, is Nadia and not from 

Krishnanagar which happens to be the district headquarter. Although several attempts 

had been undertaken to trace the nomenclature of the district historically, the name 

‘Nabadwip’ or ‘Nadia’ does not figure in any records pertaining to a very ancient era. 

The oldest records of Nadia which was earlier spelt as ‘Nudiya’ can be traced in 

Minhaz-Ud-Siraj’s Tabaqat-i-Nasiri which chronicles the invasion of Nabadwip by 

Bakhtiyar Khilji in 1200 A.D.1 

 

1.2. Nabadwip  

Nabadwip is the town from which the district Nadia derives its name. It lies in 23° 24' 

N and 88° 23' E on the west bank of the Bhagirathi opposite the confluence of the 

Bhagirathi with the Jalangi river. It covers an area of 9.81 km2 and has an urban area 

population of 175,474 as per the Census of 2011. Nabadwip is a very ancient city. and 

is reputed to have been founded in 1063 A.D. by one of the Sen kings of Bengal. who 

is said to have been induced to transfer his capital there from Gaur, on account of its 

superior sanctity owing to its position on the sacred Bhagirathi; and also probably 

because it was considered less prone to Mughal raids. A center of learning and 

philosophy in medieval India, the city is still noted for its traditional Sanskrit schools. 

The Navya Nyaya school of logic reached its peak with the efforts of some well-known 

contemporary philosophers of Nabadwip. The great Vaishnava saint, social reformer 

and an important figure of the Bhakti movement, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu (1486–1533) 

was born here. It was after Chaitanya Mahaprabhu's birth that Nabadwip became an 

important center of pilgrimage for the Vaishnavas worldwide as well as for Hindus in 

general. The Bhagirathi river originally flowed down the west of Nabadwip in the past, 

                                                           
1 2011, District Census Handbook, West Bengal -Accessed online 25th October 2020 
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forming a natural boundary between the districts of Purba Bardhaman and Nadia. With 

time it has shifted its course to where it is at present, cutting the city off from the rest 

of the Nadia district.2  

 

 

Figure 2 Map showing the location of Nabadweep. Source: https://www.britannica.com/place/Navadwip. 

Accessed online on 01st November 2020 

  

                                                           
2 A. Mitra, 1951, Census 1951, West Bengal – District Handbooks: Nadia. Accessed online on 25th October 

2020 
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2. GEOGRAPHICAL SETTING AND BOUNDARIES 

Figure 3 Map of West Bengal showing Nadia District with its administrative boundaries. Source: 
https://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/westbengal/westbengal-map.jpg Accessed online on 01st November 2020 
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2.1. Administrative Boundaries: The district of Nadia is situated between 22º 53″ and 24º 

11″ North latitude and 88º 09″ and 88º 48″ East longitude geographically. This district 

is linear in shape with North-South orientation, with the Tropic of Cancer dividing the 

district in two parts. The geographical boundary of Nadia district includes Bangladesh 

in the East, Bardhaman and Hugli district on the West, Murshidabad district on the 

North and North West and North 24 Parganas towards South and South East. 

Administrative area of the Nadia district is 3,927 sq. km, with 4 sub-divisions, 17 CD 

Blocks, 17 Panchayat Samitis, 185 Gram Panchayats, 2142 Gram Sansad, 9 

Municipalities and 2 Notified Areas. It has 5 urban agglomerations and with district 

head quarter at Krishnanagar and its population as per Census of India 2011 is 

51,67,600.3 

 

2.2. Geographical Setting: The district is a 

large alluvial plain spreading South-ward 

from the head of the delta formed by the 

succession of rivers into which the Ganga 

has from time to time distributed itself. 

The alluvial formation in the district is 

due to the Ganga-Bhagirathi system. The 

alluvial formation is found on the top of 

the surface in different layers and 

colours. The soil regions in this area are 

categorized as Ganga flat-lands, Ganges 

riverine lands and Ganges low lands. 

Agriculturally, the soil is considered to 

be high land and bears rice and cold 

weather crops. To the West of the district 

is the Kalantar, a low-lying tract of black 

clay soil stretching from Murshidabad 

district. Rivers of District Nadia are 

described as off shoots of the rivers 

                                                           
3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nadia_district Accessed online on 25th October 2020 

Figure 4 Map showing the confluence of the Bhagirathi 

(Ganga) and Jalongi River at Nabadwip, Nadia. Source: 

https://www.mapsofindia.com/maps/westbengal/districts

/nadia.htm. Accessed online on 01st November 2020 
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